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The
duickick Fovertiser

Circulated in Muirkirk, Glenbuck, Torhill, and Bankhead.

No. 1. SEPTEMBER 19, 1907, GRATIS.

FOREWORD

On 19th September, 1907, the firstissue of "The Muirkirk Advertiser" made its appearance in the village. It
was the brainchild of the late William Shaw Smith, who came to Muirkirk from Girvan in the latter part of the
19th century to set up a printing business in the village. Previously he had been in partnership with the late
Thomas Gourlay in Girvan. From his premises in Main Street, W. S. Smith had produced several Christmas
Advertisers, but he evidently thought that the time was ripe for a weekly edition to be printed in Muirkirk, as
indeed itwas. Itwas produced primarily as a four-page advertising sheet, but perhaps Mr Smith's own editorial
in No. 1 Issue speaks for itself:—

"In issuing a sheet of any kind—»be it daily, weekly, or monthly—it is customary to make some apology
for its appearance. In this case no apology is offered. It is born for the purpose of mutual benefit; to
reader, customer, and advertiser."

"Our village is peculiarly situated—between the de'l and the deep sea as it were—on the ridge between
Lanarkshire and Ayrshire, and, although there may be periodicals that cater for the news of the district,
it will be at once admitted that the advertising columns of these periodicals are not taken advantage of as
they might be by the inhabitants of this district.”

"The Muirkirk Advertiser," as the name suggests, is primarily an advertising medium, and makes no
pretence atbeinganewspaper. Atthe sametime,any news of local interestwill, if possible, be chronicled;
a place will also be found for other matter of an interesting kind, and the whole will be made as readable
as possible. It will be considered an obligement if, when presentations take place, or meetings are held,
the secretary or some other person present will either write a few lines or call at the Office and give a few
particulars for publication. Short, interesting articles will also be welcomed."

"The advertising columns will be open to all at a very moderate rate, and advantage should be taken of
the opportunity afforded to advertise meetings of all kinds, entertainment, articles wanted and for sale,
houses for sale, wanted, and to let; as well as business notices of every description. The guarantee that
a copy of the paper is put weekly into every home in Muirkirk, Glenbuck, Torhill and Bankhead, adds
greatly to the value of the advertisement."

"The future of the 'Advertiser' is left with every confidence in the hands of the public.”

There can be no doubt of the role that "The Advertiser" played in the life of the village, and it certainly
exceeded the expectations of its founder. In its sixty-seven years of existence, in which time it only had three
Editors—the late William Shaw Smith, the late John Samson, and finally, James Taylor—it became an
institution in itself. During those years it chronicled most of the events of life in Muirkirk, and from its files
I now attempt to paint a history of the village and surrounding district from the year 1907 until 1974.

No doubt there will be some omissions and some lapses of information, and some "jumping" from one story
to another, but on the whole it will be a history of the people, of the place, of the tragedies, of the pleasures, and
of the achievements of life in a close-knit mining community during the first half of the 20th Century.

The task of compiling this history has taken me several years, it being mainly a hobby, rather than a chore,
but it has been nevertheless a fulfilling and enlightening experience, and if the reader of this book finds it
enjoyable and interesting, then I will have been amply rewarded for my labours.

JAMES TAYLOR

2 The Style, Muirkirk, KA18 3RS, October 2002



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES

CHAPTER ONE
(1907—08)

It was at once evident from reading the early copies of "The
Muirkirk Advertiser" that Muirkirk itself was no ordinary
village, that it possessed a way of life and had a friendliness
about it which was absent in other places of like size and
circumstances. Muirkirk was a thriving village in 1907, as a
perusal of the advertisements quickly bear out. Among the
early advertisers were:—

ROBERT JACK'S New Drapery Warehouse at Blackwood's
Buildings

JAMES COOK, Family Grocer and Wine Merchant

HOGG the Baker, Main Street.

W. S. BLACKWOOD, Stationer, Newsagent, Tobacconist,
Post Office.

JOHN ARMSTRONG, Painter and Paperhanger..

JAMES MURDOCH, Bootmaker.

J. JOHNSTONE, Photographer, Studio, Furnace Road

PETER FETTES, Ladies' High Class Tailoring.

J. GREENWOOD, Cycles, Etc.

R. W. HARKNESS, Black Bottle Tavern.

HAMILTON'S, Groceries and Provisions, Glenbuck Store.

PETERS, Watchmaker.

LAW'S, Millinery, Victoria House.

WILLIAM WILSON, Tobacconist and Fancy Goods.

MITCHELL'S, Cobbling.

JOHN ALLAN, Practical Builder, Holmhead.

JOHN KERR, Grocer (Opposite Main Street School).

J. H. MITCHELL, Ironmonger.

PEARSON'S, Drapers, Main Street/Glasgow Road.

N. DA PRATO, Fried Fish and Potatoes, Glasgow Road and
Main Street.

JOHN TAYLOR, Hairdresser.

Amongst the local organisations at that time were:

Muirkirk School Board.

Lodge St. Thomas, No. 201.

Muirkirk Ornithological Society.

Lapraik Burns Club.

Muirkirk Literary Association

Muirkirk Amateur Photographic Association.
Muirkirk Parish Council.

Muirkirk Ramblers' Club

Muirkirk Parish Brass Band

Independent Labour Party—Muirkirk Branch.
Muirkirk Ambulance Corps.

Ladies' Ambulance Class.

Muirkirk Flower Show.

Muirkirk Amateur Minstrels.

Women's Unionist Assoc.—Muirkirk Branch.
Muirkirk Merchants' Association.

Muirkirk Horticultural Society.

Southside Musical Association.

Parish Church Juvenile Choir.

Ironworks Institute.

Sports and leisure activities played a major part in the life
of the community at that time, and amongst the organisations
contributing in this field were:

Muirkirk Angling Association.
Toll Scouts A.C.

Glenbuck Angling Association.
Muirkirk Bowling Club.

Muirkirk United F.C.

Muirkirk Cycling and Sports Committee
Muirkirk Cairntable Homing Club.
Muirkirk Quoiting Club.
Wellwood Carpet Bowling Club.
Muirkirk Athletic F. C.

Counter Loupers F.C.

Muirkirk Curling Club

Glenbuck Cherrypickers F.C.
Muirkirk Ancients

Cairntable Homing Club.

The spiritual Needs of the village were well catered for, as
the following list shows:

Muirkirk Parish Church (Minister—Rev. R. Montgomery,
B.D.).
Gospel Hall, Glasgow Road

Muirkirk E.U. Congregational Church, Glasgow Road (Min-
ister—Rev. Thomas Halliday, to be succeeded on
28th July, 1908, by Rev. James Russell).

Chalmers U.F. Church, Glasgow Road (Minister—Rev. James
Greenshields, B.D.).

Main Street U.F. Church (Minister—Rev. John Dundas).

Kames Mission Church (Minister—Rev. Mr Waugh, suc-
ceeded by Rev. A. C. McKenzie in September,
1907).

St. Thomas' R. C. Church (Father Leo Puissant). This Church
was opened in 1906.

The Salvation Army, Temperance Hall, Main Street

And then there were the various Temperance bodies, which
included:

Muirkirk Branch, British Women's Temperance
Association.

Independent Order of Rechabites.
Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds
Glenbuck Yearly Friendly Society.
International Order of Good Templars.
Covenanters' Lodge of Good Templars.
Juvenile Rechabites.

Band of Hope.



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES

SCHOOL ROLL (1908)

Furnace Road.........cc.ccovevvvevnennee. 494
Main Street ......cccceevevvveeieiieinnnnn 348
Glenbuck .......ooevvevveiiiieieee 181
Wellwood ........cccccveviiiiiiiiieiinees 36
St. Thomas' ....ccvvveveeeeiie e 64

VOTER'S ROLL (1907-08)

Village Ward .........ccccoevviveiinnnns 466
Ironworks Ward .........cccooeuveunnne 285
Landward Ward ............ccoceveevnne 83
Glenbuck Ward..........cccocuveneee. 125

LOCAL STATISTICS
1905 1906 1907

Births 195 189 144
Marriages 43 35 34
Deaths 77 54 60

The birth rate in 1907 was the Lowest recorded since 1872
The population of Muirkirk in 1901 was 5,670.

MUIRKIRK GAS WORKS
The village had its own coal gas producing plant under the
name of Muirkirk Gas-Light Company, and quite a successful
combination it appeared to be, making a profit of £170 17s 9d
in 1908. It boasted that Muirkirk gas was the cheapest in
Ayrshire. It was situated in Furnace Road (opposite the Day
Centre).

SCHOLASTIC
In September, 1907, Miss Sunderland was transferred from
Wellwood School to Furnace Road School.

At the same time Mr John Rodger, Headmaster of Glenbuck
Public School, had the Degree of F.E.I.S. conferred on him at
Edinburgh University.

JAS. MURDOCH,

BOOTMAKER, MAIN STREET,

WOU_LD draw speeial attention to a few of the
Hpecialtiea he has in Bitock, saitable for
Beason's Wear, viz.—
Men's Btrong Watertight Boots, fitted to stand hard
wear, 98 8d per pair.
Men's Fino Boots, in Box Culf, at 88 94, 118, 1% 64,

159 fid up. Hmart Appearance and Reliable
Wear,

Ladies’ Boots and Shoes, in Glace Kid, from 6a 6d
upward.

Boys' and Girls’ School DBoots, tacketa or sparables,
strong and durable, price mnoderate.

Slippers, Ladies’ and Gent's, in great variety.

Bespoke Trade.—Every Deacription of Boots and
Shoes Made to Ordar. *

Repairs have immediate attention, and are done in &
thoreughly workmanlike manner,

Nore ApDagss—
PEOPLE'S BOOT WAREKEHOUSE, MUIREIREKE.

WHO'S WHO IN 1908

MUIRKIRK CURLING CLUB
Hon. President—Colonel Baird.
President—Captain Clark.
Vice-Presidents—T. W. Buchanan and
D. B. Greenwood.

MUIRKIRK BOWLING CLUB
President—D. B. Greenwood.
Vice-President—John D. Dunbar.
Secretary—Hugh Bell.
Treasurer—John Johnstone.

MUIRKIRK RAMBLERS' CLUB
Hon. President—J. G. A. Baird.
President—Doctor Marshall.
Secretary/Treasurer—Alex. Wallace.

MUIRKIRK ATHLETIC F.C.
President—J. G. A. Baird
Vice-President—M. Anderson.
Secretary—W. Brown, Station Road.
Treasurer—A. Wilson.

LAPRAIK BURNS CLUB
President—Thomas A. Alston.
Vice-President—Thomas Weir.
Secretarey—Hugh Cameron.
Treasurer—Andrew Pringle.

MUIRKIRK AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
President—Rev. James Greenshields.
Vice-President—Dr. T. B. Marshall
Secretary—William Barrowman.
Treasurer—George M. Taylor.

MUIRKIRK QUOITING CLUB
President—Sam Rae.
Secretary/Treasurer—William Loggie.
Committee—John Johnstone, John Samson,
Thomas Rae, John Murray, John McGladrie,
Robert Murdoch, and William Clark.

CONSTABULARY
Police Sergeant Suttie came to Muirkirk in 1906 and was
replaced by Sergeant Lyle in 1908

OLD FAST DAY
The Sacrament is held on the fourth Sunday of July, and the
Fast Day should be observed on the Thursday previous, so that
the Fast Day is on the Thursday before the fourth Sunday of
the month..

PUBLIC HOUSES
The only public houses mentioned in the files at this time
were The Eagle Inn, Eglinton Arms Hotel, The Railway
Tavern, and the Royal Arms Glenbuck.
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FOOTBALL

Junior football played an important part in the sporting life
of the village, and there was great rivalry between the two
local teams—Muirkirk Athletic and the legendary Glenbuck
Cherrypickers. Among the Ayrshire teams competing at this
time were:

Galston Loudon Victoria Common Thistle

Ayr Ashfield Skares

Irvine Victoria Afton Thistle

Dalry Blair Cronberry Eglinton
Rankinston Kilwinning Rangers
Hurlford Rovers Trabboch

Ayr Fusiliers Dunaskin

Drongan Craigbank

Ayr Fort Vale of Garnock

In the final of the Mauchline and District Cup in 1908,
Glenbuck Cherrypickers defeated Muirkirk Athletic by 3—
0. The teams were:—

Cherries— Docherty; McAuley, Blyth; Jack, Tait, W.
Wallace; Brown, D. Hastie, Park, J. Hastie, R. Wallace.

Athletic—Harkness; Baird, Pattison; Kirkwood, Alexander,
Hogg; Rennie, Winning, McKenzie, Gilfillan, Adams.

J. Hastings scored all Cherrie's goals in a 5-minute spell in the
second half.

In the third replay of the Ayrshire Cup competition Glen-
buck Cherrypickers lost to Vale of Garnock by 3-0.

John McAuley, Muirkirk Athletic, signed for Hearts in
1908.

The Toll Park (Strathaven Road opposite Kirkburnhead
Toll) and Kameshill Holm Park (Smallburn opposite the
Filling Station, and almost completely covered now by the
slag bing) were the two football pitches in the village in
1908. Kameshill Holm also boasted a cycle and running
track, and this was the venue for sports meetings.

Cherries X1 and Muirkirk United were the two local Juve-
nile teams of the time, and amongst the Ayrshire opposition
were:—

Auchinleck Highhouse
Maybole Ladywell

Vale of Garnock Strollers
Vale of Dusk

Hurlford Thistle
Ardnith Rovers
Lugar Boswell
Newmilns

THE MINING INDUSTRY
Coal mining provided most of the work in the district, and
the Pits mentioned in the early files were Kames No. 1 and 2,
Bankhead Pit, Glespin Colliery, Carmacoup Colliery, Grasshill
Pit, and Lightshaw Pit. There were others, and no doubt these
will be mentioned in later years.

There were three fatalities at Kames Pit during 1907-08,
namely:—

15th September, 1907—Richard Walls (aged 48), labourer.
17th December, 1907—Dan McVey.

9th November, 1908—William Guthrie (aged 32), driver.

Hugh Clark, aged miner, died as the result of an accident at
Grasshill Colliery on 21st November, 1908.

In June, 1907, Robert Steven was awarded a First Class
Mine Managing Certificate in Edinburgh.

A new mine was opened on the Kennox Leasehold at
Carmacoup in 1908.

FIGHT FOR BETTER WAGES

There was some unrest in mining circles locally regarding
low wages, and at miners' meetings held in Muirkirk and
Glenbuck in September, 1907, it was proposed that an idle day
be taken throughout the whole of Wm. Baird & Co.'s Works
by way of protesting against the present method of paying
monthly. The drawers' wage question was discussed at some
length, and the Agent was instructed to put in a demand for 7d
on the present rate of 5s 5d, thus raising the maximum up to
6s per day; even at that, it is considered about 1s per day below
drawers in other places.

At a meeting in November, 1907, the following resolution
was passed—"That this meeting of Muirkirk miners enter our
protest against the continued refusal of Wm. Baird & Co. to
meet the demand put in by the men for shorter days, and agree,
before deciding on more drastic action, to again approach the
Co. on the matter."

Miners' meetings held in Glenbuck and Muirkirk in April,
1908, considered what should be done to try and get better
wages for the drawers. 1t was agreed to take a ballot to decide
"for" or "against" coming out on strike. 700 workers in the
district would be involved.

No report was given about the result of this ballot, and
nothing more was written about the dispute during the year.

A letter to the Editor complained about short working at
Bankhead Pit.

GREAT VALUE

CHEESE, BUTTER, & HAMS,

CHEDDAR CHEESE, Bd per 1. m Cuta,
DUNLOP CHEESE, 7d per 1b. in Cuts.
BUTTER, Vury Fine, only 1s 1d per 1b,
HAMS, from iid to 1s 238 per 1h.

JAMES COOK,

FAMILY GROCER AND WINE MERCHANT,
MUIRKIRK.

W. S. BLACKWOOD,

Stationer, Newsagent, Tobacconist,
PORT OFFICE, MUIRKIRK,

nt—Royal Insurance Company.

Age Pullar's Dye Works. baos
American Bteam Laundry.
Bervants by,

Allan, New Zealand, and South
African Shipping Companiea.
Any Enquiry prompily attended to,




CAIRNTABLE ECHOES

THE WEATHER

On the 10th October, 1907, it was said that the River Ayr,
as a result of the excessively heavy rain that fell the previous
evening, was higher than it had been since 1889. Several
bridges in the Parish were washed away, and some of the fields
were cleared of their crops.

ENTERTAINMENT

It was obvious from early advertisements that the social
life of the village centred round the Temperance Hall in Main
Street, where the Salvation Army had its headquarters, and
where almost every function in the social calendar was
held. Other activities, mainly billiards, carpet bowls, etc.,
were held in the Baird Institute and the Ironworks Institute
(which was opened in 1904), and after the opening of the new
Masonic Hall in Main Street some functions of a smaller
nature were held there. Of course, the Temperance Hall was
the mecca for the big events of the year, viz..—The Brass
Band Bazaar, The Bird Show, the Muirkirk Flower Show, and
various other exhibitions.

Some of the best variety concert parties in Scotland, as
well as dramatic companies, performed regularly at the Tem-
perance Hall. Amongstthe starswere:—Alick Lauder (brother
of Harry), Mackenzie Murdoch (violin virtuoso), Mary Finlay
(Scotland's leading soprano), and Madam Marie Levant's
Orchestra of Ladies. Inthe field of drama some excellentand
ambitious productions were staged, including Rob Roy, Ben
Hur, The Face at the Window, and a False Wife. Then there
were band contests and singing competitions and the usual
annual dances and concerts, which all drew large attendances.

THE MINSTRELS

It was in the Temperance Hall on 25th March, 1908, that
Muirkirk Amateur Minstrels made their stage debut. The
event was a great success, and we quote:—

Muirkirk Amateur Minstrels (20 voices in all) occupied
the Temperance Hall last night and submitted to a
crowded house their first entertainment As showing
the popularity of the undertaking, it is only necessary to
state that nearly 100 seats were booked in advance.

The first part of the programme consisted of songs and
choruses, the solos being undertaken by Messrs Wil-
liam Maxwell, Fred Wilson, John Kellock, John
McGladrie, Neil Buchanan, James G. Hodge, and John
H. Preston.

The second part of the programme was, to quote the title
of one of the items, "a little bit mixed," and consisted of
solos by Messrs Donald Montgomery and J. H. Preston;
conjuring by Mr William Peters, in which he showed
some considerable skill; a saxophone solo by Mr J.
Johnstone, the saxophone being a very recent addition
to the army of musical instruments, and this occasion
being its introduction to a Muirkirk audience; a clog
hornpipe by Mr James Wardrop; an exhibition of Indian
Club swinging by Mr Thomas Murray; a quartette by

Messrs W. Maxwell, Tom Wilson, Alex. Guthrie, and
W. Dunbar; a short sketch entitled "A Little Bit Mixed;"
and a screaming farce—"Lodgings to Let," in which J.
H. Preston, Fred Wilson, John McGladrie, Neil Buchanan
and William Peters (the latter making a substantial
"bibbie") took part.

The platform was specially fitted up for the occasion by
Messrs W. & J. Blackwood, and represented a drawing
room, and the scenic effect of the "niggers" dressed in
black trousers, white shirts, red ties and sashes, and
seated on the platform in crescent shape, was very fine.
Mr William Peters was the interlocutor and "father" of
the family, while the corner men were Messrs J. H.
Preston, John McGladrie (Tambos), and Fred Wilson
and Neil Buchanan (Bones). A special orchestra, com-
posed of Messrs David Henderson and S. Thomson (1st
violins), J. and G. Wilson (2nd violins), James Wallace
('Cello), Arch. McDonald (double bass), and Miss Smith
(piano) played the incidental music, with MrJ. Johnstone,
conductor.

The Minstrels were to become a very popular company in
the years ahead.

THE STAR THEATRE

This travelling Theatre was set up at Harkness Ground, and
provided some grand entertainment with a change of pro-
gramme nightly. This was in May, 1909. The first play was
"Maria Martin."

NEW MASONIC TEMPLE

Onthe 27th September, 1907, inavery quite manner, a jar,
the contents of which are noted below, was placed in the north-
east corner of the new Masonic Temple, now in the course of
erection in Main Street, Muirkirk. The jar was placed in a
cavity in the mason work by Bro. D. Greenwood, R.W.M. of
Lodge St. Thomas, No. 201. The contents of the jar were as
follows:—

Two Communion Tokens of the Parish Church.
One Communion Token of the Free Church.

Two Communion Tokens of the United Presbyterian
Church.

A copy of the "Cumnock News."

One copy each of the first two issues of the "Muirkirk
Advertiser"

A copy of the second balance sheet of Muirkirk Co-operative
Society, aswell as one of the last issued by the Society, with
a few of their tokens.

A programme of the unveiling ceremony of the Donald
Memorial.

Portraits of a few of the Brethren of the Lodge taken for the
occasion by Bro. T. B. Marshall.

And a short history of the proceedings leading up to the
building of the Temple taken from the minutes by Bro.
James Morrison, Secretary.

The new edifice was opened in March, 1908
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THE GLENBUCK MURDER

On 2nd April, 1908, Thomas Bone, Jun. (aged 28 years),
locally known as "The Dew," was taken in to custody and
charged with the murder of his wife (aged 19 years). Bone
was tried at Glasgow High Court in May of the same year,
when he was found guilty and sentenced to be hanged at Ayr
Prison on 29th May. On the eve of the execution day Bone
was reprieved by the Secretary of State for Scotland, and had
his capital sentence commuted to one of penal servitude for
life. (See Page 23).

MONSTER TROUT

The monster trout caught in the spring of 1908 in the River
Ayr near Torhill Viaduct, was on view, nicely preserved and
in a glass case, and now in the possession of the Landlord of
the Eagle Inn. Theinscription reads:—"This trout, which was
measured 21% inches in length and scaled 2 Ibs. 6 0zs., was
caught by Mr Thomas McQueen, Muirkirk, in the River Ayr
near Muirkirk on 25th March, 1908, and was preserved and set
up to let coming generations see that once upon a time there
was a fisher."

STATIONMASTER

MrW.Y.Millar came to Muirkirk as Stationmaster in 1899,
and retired through ill health, and was replaced in September,
1908, by Mr Robert Brown, the predecessor of Mr Millar.

EARLY ADVERTISEMENTS
Lamps for Carts
Owners of carts should remember that 1st January, 1908,
brings into force the New Act whereby all Carts must carry
lamps after dark. Same may be had from 3/6 per pair at
ARTHUR, SADDLERS

Wanted.—Pitheadman wanted for Carmacoup Colliery.
Wages 30s per week.

Carmacoup Jewel Coal.—Delivered in Muirkirk per
Cart Load or Waggon—17s per ton.

Con De Mascio.—Fried Fish and Potatoes, Hot Peas and
Vinegar, Ice Cream, Bovril.

Painless Dentistry—Mr Bryanvisits Miss Callan, Viewmount,
Glasgow Road, every Monday:

Best Artificial Teeth from 2s 6d.

Upper or Lower Set from £2 5s

Wellwood Cycles.—Built to order by D. Greenwood—
£6 15s.

PRICES IN THE SHOP—1908

Oranges, 5d and 7d Ib.
Ayrshire Bacon, 10d per Ib
Potatoes, 10d per stone
Whisky—3s Bottle, 18s Gallon
Toilet Rolls, 4d each

Men's Fine Boots, 8/9 pair.

Dozen Tomatoes, 6d Ib.
Apples, 1/6 stone.
Bananas, 10d doz.
Danish Butter 1/2 Ib.
New Potatoes, 2Ibs 3d.
Sugar, 2%d per Ib.

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1907

BIRTHS

BRADY.—At Manse Row, Glenbuck, on 14th August, the
wife of Michael Brady, a son.

MCcKINLAY.—At Albert Place on 29th August, the wife of
William McKinlay, a son.

BONE.—At 5 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 31st August, the
wife of Hugh Bone, a daughter.

STEELE.—At Springhill Terrace, on 19th September, the
wife of Peter Steele, a son.

RUSSELL.—At Smallburn on 14th October, the wife of
William Russell, a son.

DEMPSTER.—At Ladybank Row, Glenbuck, on 15th Sep-
tember, the wife of Thomas Dempster, a son.

LAW.—At Main Street on 8th September, the wife of James
Munro Law, a daughter.

KILPATRICK.—At Garronhill on 25th September, the wife
of John Kirkpatrick, a daughter.

BAIN.—At Old School Row, Glenbuck, on 18th September,
the wife of John Bain, a son.

MORELAND.—At Garronhill, on 25th September, the wife
of Hugh Samuel Moreland, a son.

FERGUSON.—At Jubilee Row, Glenbuck, on 21st Septem-
ber, the wife of lvy Ferguson, a daughter.

McGAREY.—At Main Street, on 29th September, the wife of
Patrick McGarey, a son.

CAMPBELL.—At Garronhill on 14th October, the wife of
John Campbell, a daughter.

DEMPSTER.—AUt Bridge Street, on 4th October, the wife of
William Dempster, a daughter.

MORRISON.—At Eglinton Arms Hotel, on 10th October, the
wife of George Morrison, a son.

PURDIE.—At Glasgow Road on 8th October, the wife of
Robert Purdie, a daughter.

SHANKLY.—At Manse Place, Glenbuck, on 21st October,
the wife of John Shankly, a daughter.

WALLACE.—At Dalziel's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 19th
October, the wife of Alex. Wallace, a daughter.

HIBBERD.—At Burnside on 4th November, the wife of
Charles Hibberd, a son.

McKENZIE.—At 22 Kames Row on 4th November, the wife
of John McKenzie, a son.

ROWE.—At Madeleine Place on 31st October, the wife of
Thomas Rowe, a daughter.

CURRIE.—At Station Cottages, Glenbuck, on 21st Novem-
ber, the wife of David Currie, a son.

MORRISON.—At Burnbrae Cottage on 10th November, the
wife of James Morrison, a daughter.
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LOCAL STATISTICS (Continued)

MARRIAGES
ANDERSON—DORNAN.—A Victoria Buildings on 30th
August, Matthew Anderson to Ethel Dornan.

ALLISON—ARNOT.—At Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 8th
November, Garret Allison to Maggie Arnot.

DEATHS

MURDOCH.—At 48 Railway Terrace No. 2, on 4th Septem-
ber, James Murdoch, coal miner, aged 61.

HAMILTON.—At Nether Wellwood on 10th September,
James Hamilton, Farmer, aged 53 years.

WALLS.—At Kames Pit on 15th September, Richard Walls,
aged 48 years.

WALLACE.—At Edinburgh on 19th September, James Tait
Wallace, aged 13 years.

PARK.—At Smallburn on 20th September, Sarah Gibson,
aged 8 months.

YULE.—At Staion Cottages, Glenbuck, on 23rd September,
Isabella Yule, aged 6 years.

McCULLOCH.—At Haystackhill on 27th September, James
vallance McCulloch, aged 15 years.

MITCHELL.—At 2 Midhouse Row on 27th September,
Archibald Mitchell, aged 70 years.

BARTON.—At Red Row on 17th October, Thomas Barton,
aged 39 years.

WEIR.—At Slate House, Glenbuck, on 20th October, David
Barr Weir, aged 43 years.

GIBSON.—At Furnace Road, on 5th November, William
Gibson, aged 81 years.

COLTHART.—At 19 Victoria Buildings, on 17th November,
John Colthart, aged 51 years.

LAMBIE.—At Priesthill on 24th November, James Lambie,
aged 73 years.

McKIE.—At Marchhouse on 25th November, Robert McKie,
aged 70 years.

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1908
BIRTHS
McDONALD.—At Scott's Buildings on 23rd May, the wife
of James McDonald; a daughter.
BELL.—At Old Schoolhouse, Main Street, on 21st June, the
wife of Charles Bell, teacher; a daughter.

WALLACE.—At 7 Victoria Buildings on 4th August, the
wife of William Wallace; a daughter.

MARRIAGES
GOURLAY—KIRKWOOD.—At Union Hall, Girvan, on
12th June, Thomas Gourlay, Printer, to Elizabeth, daughter
of Councillor James Kirkwood.
WILSON—KAIN.—At Ironworks Institute on 19th June,
Elizabeth Steele to James Wilson, Dreghorn.
EDGELL—MCcKINLAY.—At London on 29th August, Syd-
ney Charles Edgell to Margaret McKinlay, Kirkgreen

DEATHS

LAW.—At Victoria Buildings on 31st January, Mrs Thomas
Law, aged 77 Years.

THOMSON.—At Woodend, Smallburn, on 27th February,
Mary Thomson, relict of Alexander Wilson Thomson, for
over 20 years in the Royal George.

ENGLISH.—At Garronhill House on 29th March, Thomas
English, aged 42 years.

WILSON.—At Rose Cottage on 1st April, Campbell Wilson,
aged 11 years.

GILCHRIST.—At Madeleine Place on 8th April, wee Susan,
aged 10 months

TEMPLETON.—ALt27 Springhill Terrace on 2nd June, Agnes
Templeton, aged 23 years.

GREENWOOD.—AtAlbert Place on 19th September, Isabella
Barr, aged 77 years.

KERR.—At 30 New Terrace, on 30th September, Thomas
Kerr, aged 56 years.

PATRICK.—At 49 New Terace on 18th October, George
Patrick, aged 24 years.

McINTOSH.—At Smallburn on 20th October, David
Mclntosh, aged 76 years.

DALZIEL.—At 32 Springhill Terrace on 13th November,
James M. Dalziel, aged 27 years.

CLARK.—At Vass's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 21st Novem-
ber, the result of an accident, Hugh Clark, in his 68th year.

TELEPHONES

In 1907 it was the "done thing" to get the telephone—this
new means of communication—installed.

CON DE MASCIO

Fried Fish and Potatoes
Hot Pies and Vinegar

Ice Cream — Bovril

PAINLESS
DENTISTRY

Mr BRYAN
Visits Miss Callan, Viewmount, Glasgow Road

EVERY MONDAY
Best Artificial Teeth from from 2s 6d
Upper or Lower Set from £2 5s
Complete Set £4.

WELLWOOD CYCLES.—
Built to Order by D. Greenwood—£6 15s
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CHAPTER TWO
(1909)

DISASTROUS FIRE

Four Shops, Three Dwelling-Houses and
Two Stores Gutted

(From the July 29th File)

Early yesterday morning, the most disastrous fire that has
occurred in Muirkirk for many decades took place. The
property attacked was the block of flats, with dwelling houses
above, known as Turner's Buildings, and situated on the
Southside of Main Street. The shopswere occupied by Messrs
William Hodge, Jeweller; James Murdoch, Licensed Grocer
J.S.Weir & Co., Stationers; and Alex. S. Templeton, Chemist;
while the dwelling houses were tenanted by Mr James Murdoch,
Mr J. Thorburn, and Mrs Thomas Ross; and the whole build-
ing was gutted.

It appears that at about 2 o'clock a.m. Mr James Murdoch
discovered smoke in his bedroom, and, as on a previous
occasion of a fire in a neighbouring building, smoke had
penetrated to his apartment, he went out to investigate, never
thinking of it proceeding from his own shop. Seeing nothing
to arouse his suspicion in the neighbouring building, he
procured the key of his shop, which is situated below his
dwelling, and on opening the front door the flames belched
out. The alarm was at once given to all the tenants, and those
immediately above had no more than time to escape with scant
clothing. Cries of "Fire!" sounded all over the village, and in
an incredible short time many willing workers were on the
spot. Mr Murdoch's front premises were in a blaze, but the
fire to some extent was got under control when a cask of spirits
took fire, bursting with a loud report, and the back shop was
immediately a burning mass. Although a party of workers
under Sergeant Lyle did all that men could do, by the back the
fire caught the roof, and this being an open one along the entire
building, the end was a foregoing conclusion.

While the fire was being fought, the tenants and their
friends were endeavouring to save as much as possible of their
goodsandchattels. Onlyathin partitiondivided Mr Murdoch's
shop from that of Mr William Hodge, Jeweller, but much of
the latter's stock had been removed before the flames proved
an impossible barrier. Messrs Weir and Templeton were also
able to save a little of their stock. In the houses above there
had been less than time to remove the furniture, as in the latter
cases the fire came from the roof, Mrs Ross, we understand,
getting very little removed in time, but Mr Thorburn saved
practically all his furniture, although it was a little damaged
through its hurried removal through the windows. As far as
Mr Murdoch is concerned, all that now remains of his stock in
trade and furniture is a clothes chest containing a little
clothing. Mr John Kerr, who also tenants a small store in the
building, had a busy morning flitting, but was successful in
clearing out in time. Several horses and dogs in the back
premises were also removed to a place of safety, but as it
turned out the stables were left intact.

Fortunately, in the midst of it all no person was ever in real
danger, and the only life lost, so far as is known, was that of
a canary, which had suffocated. With the firing of the roof, it
was seen that nothing could be done but look on, and, although
very many of the neighbours were carrying pails with water,
it was clearly apparent that this was useless. It was fortunate
that, owing to the mildness of the morning, and the strength of
the dividing wall, the block next to this, and occupied by Mr
De Mascio, Mr Cook and others, was saved from the fire,
although several times in jeopardy.

A very large crowd witnessed the fire. About eight o'clock
a wooden erection was put up around the tottering walls, and
immediately afterwards workmen commenced to demolish
these, being in a dangerous condition, the wooden lintels
burning the while. The damages will amount to several
thousands of pounds, and it is understood, the victims are
covered with insurance.

N.B.—The building concerned was next to Main Street
School, on the site now occupied by Mr James Currie.

WANTED.—Pitheadman wanted for Carmacoup Colliery.
Wages 30s per week.

FOR SALE.—Miners' Graith, including Boring Machine and
Drills. Private Bargain. Apply Joseph McDonald, Morton
Place.

THE BLACK BOTTLE

KIRKGREEN, MUIRKIRK
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GLENBUCK WATER
In the File of October 7th the following appears:

The sight of a dozen Glenbuck folks waiting their turn at
"The Spoot" will soon be a thing of the past. For some time
now the conditions ruling there have been ridiculous, a wait of
an hour and a half and about half a pailful at the end of it being
no uncommon thing. "Often as much watter as wid rin oot a
pipe shank" is how one party put it. Pity there isno picture to
hand down to posterity. The contract for introducing water to
the village has been let, and work is already being proceeded
with. The successful contractor was Mrs James Young,
Muirkirk, who was the lowest offerer at £417 19s 3d. The
water is being fed from Hareshaw Hill.

QUOITING
In a match for the Championship of Great Britain, played at
Rutherglen, Tom Bone (Glenbuck), beat W. Watters
(Lochgelly), by 61-52.

PRICES IN THE SHOPS
Oranges—>5d and 7d Dozen
Ayrshire Bacon—10d per Ib.
Potaoes—10d per stone.
Whisky—3s Bottle, 18s Gall.
Toilet Rolls—4d Each
Men's Fine Boots—8/9 Pair
Tomatoes—6d per Ib.
Apples—1/6 per Stone
Sugar—2Yad per Ib.
Bananas10d per dozen
Danish Butter—13 2d per Ib.

LICENSING
In April, 19009, the licence for the Royal Arms, Glenbuck,
was transferred to Mr Duncan, Newtongrange; that for the
Empire Bar to Mr Gibson, Ibrox; while the licence for the
Black Bottle, for many years held by Robert W. Harkness, was
transferred to his son, John.

AIRD'S SHOP

W_ATHD

MAIN STREET, MUIRKIRK (Across from the Grouse Lounge)
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FOOTBALL

Muirkirk boasted two Junior Football teamsin 1909, namely
the Athletic and the United.

In April that year a local derby game between Muirkirk
Athletic and Glenbuck Cherrypickers took place at Kameshill
Holm, when the Cherries won a close game by 2—1. The
teams were:-

Athletic—Harkness; McCall, McKenzie; Kirkwood, Weir,
Alexander; Rennie, Winning, Jack, Caddies, Murdoch.

Cherries—Hastie; Hay, Park; Blyth, Wallace, Samson; Barr,
Davidson, McCoubrie, Hastie, Bain.

No silverware came to the district that season, although
Glenbuck Cherrypickers reached the final of the Cumnock &
District Cup, when they lost to Cronberry Eglinton by 2—1.

The new home of Muirkirk United, Toll Park (near
Kirkburnhead Toll, past the Cemetery) was officially opened
on 23rd June, the occasion being marked with an evening
sports meeting and five-a-side tournament.

Ladeside Park, the new home of Muirkirk Athletic was
officially opened on 4th September, when the local United
provided the opposition ina League match. The Athletic won
6—1.

EXIT KAMESHILL HOLM AS A PUBLIC PARK
(July 8th Edition)

The Holm as a public park is doomed. Truth to tell, its life
has lately been but a flicker, for nine months of the year it has
been under water. Drowning, is not, however to be the cause
of its demise, but smothering. At the usual weekly meeting of
the Sports Committee, held on Monday evening, a letter was
read from Mr John Angus stating that this would be the last
year the Holm would be available for the sports, as the site was
required for the depositing of slag. The letter also stated that
Wm. Baird & Co. had for some years been put to considerable
inconvenience and expense in avoiding the football pitch, and
there isno doubt of this, as, had they cared, football could have
been stopped three years ago. It is to be hoped that another
field will be secured in which children may conduct their
gameswithsafety. Whataboutthe field of whichthe Bowling
Club forms a corner?

CO-OPERATIVE PURVEY

Muirkirk Co-operative Society introduced their purvey and
catering service in June, 1909.

APPOINTED J.P.'S
Mr John Young, Springhill, and Captain Clark, Crossflat,
were appointed to the Commission of the Peace for Ayrshire.

THE SHOWS
The files tell us that the travelling entertainments visited
Vinegar Hill at the head of the village.

LOCAL LINKWITH BURNS

It will be interesting to local Burnsites to know that in our
old Churchyard there reposes the dust of two persons whose
names figure inthe immortal poetry of our National Bard, viz.:
John Lapraik and Rev. John Shepherd.

The resting place of the remains of John Lapraik, who in
Burns' time was Laird at Dalfram, is marked by a threuch (or
flat) stone in the centre of the Churchyard. Lapraik being
designated by Burns as "honest-hearted Auld Lapraik, King o'
Hearts," and whose friendship brought from the pen of Burns
three of the best Epistles that he ever wrote. Whether Burns
ever visited Dalfram we do not profess to know, but he says in
his last Epistle:—

"If the beasts and branks be spared,
Till kye be gaun withoot the herd,
An' a' the vittal in the yaird,
An' theekit richt,
I mean yer ingleside tae gaird,
Yae winter's nicht.

In the portion allocated to ministers of the Parish, we find
the resting place of all that is mortal of Rev. John Shepherd,
or, as he is designated by Burns in his "Kirk's Alarm"—
"Muirland Jock." The reference is as follows:—

"Muirland Jock, Muirland Jock,
When the L--d maks a rock,
Tae crush commonsense for her sins,
If ill manners were wit,
There's nae mortal sae fit,
Tae confoond the puir Doctor at ance.

NEW AMBULANCE FOR MUIRKIRK

The ambulance waggon as having been ordered by Wm.
Baird & Co., for the benefit of the community, arrived in
Muirkirk the other day (May, 1909), and it is housed in the
Stableyard. The waggon, both handsome and substantial, is
direct from the hands of well-known firm of carriage builders,
Messrs Wm. Holmes & Son, Irvine, and according to local
experts, the conveyance puts like vehicles of Lugar, Old
Cumnock, and New Cumnock inthe shade, in fact, a clear case
of—Muirkirk first, the rest nowhere. While the vehicle is
intended for only one sufferer at a time, several could be
accommodated. As has been jocularly said, it is to be hoped
there will be no undue rush for the first use of it, but it will
certainly prove a boon when its services are required.

SCHOLASTIC

School Roll:
Main Street 350

Furnace Road 568

Glenbuck 181
Wellwood 26
St.Thomas' 62
TOTAL 1187
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SCHOOL SALARIES

The salaries of various teachers and servants of the School

Board were revised in June, 1909, and fixed as follows:—
Main Street School

M. A. Bruce, Headmistress ..........cccoevviveveeveieeenennn
Susan Campbell, Assistant ..........c.cccccevirvrennne
Jessie Leggate, AsSIStant .........c.cocovveecririnen
Jemima Jack, Assistant .............cccceeeeieiiennennn,
Elizabeth Gibson, Assistant.............c.ccccoveu.e.
Mary R. Dorward, Ex-Pupil Teacher .............
Mary Kerr, Ex-Pupil Teacher ...........cccccoooveeeerirennnnnn.

Furnace Road School

Richard Cunningham, Headmaster ................... £240 0 O
James G. Richmond, Assistant .............cccccevevnee. 140 0 O
Charles P. Bell, AsSistant ..........cccoocevvrviriineniennns 140 0 O
William S. Pirrie, Assistant ...........cccevevvevrevenee. 130 0 O
Isobel S. Aird, ASSIStant ..........ccceevvvvrerereniinenienns 9% 0 0
Isabella Smith, Assistant............cccccevvvevereriennnnnn 8210 0
Jeanie Sunderland ..o 8210 0
Hazel McKenzie, Assistant .........ccccccveeeeveriveenee. 7210 0
Kate Gibson, AsSIiStant .........cccverereeiinienieneienenns 7210 0
Mary Aird, ASSIStant ........cccccevevererveiisesereee e 70 0 O
Mabel Faux, ASSIStant ..........c.cvverererienienerinieneens 70 0 O
Janet Muir, Cookery Teacher, per week .............. 1 00
Mrs Seymour, cleaning at Cookery, perweek ...0 1 6
Glenbuck School
John Rodger, Headmaster...........ccoovvvrereneenns £200 0 O
Jenny Bain, Infant Mistress ........cc.ccocevvevververnnn. 100 0 O
Margaret M. Aird, AsSistant ...........ccoceveereriiivnienn 7210 0
Mabel Eales, AsSiStant ............cccevvervevsesereenannnns 70 0 O
Janet Muir, Cookery, per Week ..........cocovcevriviinninns 010 O
Wellwood School
Jessie F. Ross, TeaCher ........cccccovvveveecevesesienne, £75 0 O
Others
James McCheyne, Drill Instructor............cc........ £45 10 O
James McCheyne, Compulsory Officer ............... 2210 0
Andrew Millar, Janitor and Cleaner ..................... 75 0 0
(Main Street and Furnace Road)
Mrs Davidson, Cleaner, Glenbuck ..........c.c........ 24 0 0
Mr Robertson, cleaning ashpits at Glenbuck.......... 115 0
R. A. Leslie, CIerk ......ccccoovvviiiiiiiecic e 55 0 O
Robert White, Office Boy, per week ..........ccoceevenns 0 7 6
Mrs Irvine, Cleaner Wellwood School, per wk ...... 0 50
J. Foster, cleaning Wellwood ashpits, p.a ............. 010 O
SCHOOL BOARD

In April, 1909, the election of members for Muirkirk
School Board resulted as follows:—

Carruthers, David ................. 1197
Clark, James ........cccccevvvrvenee. 1069
Wilson, MIS ......oovveeviiiiiiiiens 914
Young, JOhNn.......ccoceveiiiinnns 890
Johnstone, James .................. 629
Wallace, AleX. ....ccccovvvvvvinnnns 585
Kitch, Frank ........ccccceeivennene 506
Kerr, John ...ccccoovevvveciiiiiiinee 412
Weir, John......cccoovvvviiiiiiee 380

WHO'S WHO
Ironworks Horticultural Society

President—John Angus
Vice-President—John Young
Chairman—John McCulloch
Secretary/Treasurer—Alex. Cameron

Parish Silver Band

President—Richard Cunningham
Secretary—J. H. Preston
Treasurer—Mr Vallance

TEETOTALS
There was a teetotal wave in the district at this time, as the
following membership figures show:—

Muirkirk
Thistle Tent Rechabites .. 401
Cameronian Tent ............ 323
Dr. Campbell Tent.......... 158
.O.G.T. (Adult) ..o 61
1.0.G.T. (Juvenile) ........... 78
BW.TA . 50

Glenbuck
Rechabites (Adult)............ 66
Rechabites (Juvenile) ..... 94
LOGT. i, 56

TOTAL 1287

KAMES DRIVERS

A competition for keeping the cleanest horses in Kames No.
2 Pit resulted:—

1st—R. Strickland
2nd—Thomas Kelly
3rd—Andrew Murdoch
4th—J. Dodds

5th—J. Mclllwraith
6th—W. Strickland
7th—R. Hill

SOME MORE PRICES OF THE TIME

Bridescake Boxes—1d each.

Pinapple Chunks—4%2d per tin.

New Barrows—14s each.

Bible and Hymnary—1/3 upwards.
Rice—1%d per Ib.

Split Peas—1%d per Ib.

Black Stripped Balls—4d per Ib.
Peppermints—4d per Ib.

Vauz Beer and Stout—3d per bottle.
Beer and Stout on Draught—2% per pint

Cigarettes—
Park Drive and Studio—2d for 10
Black Cap, Prize Crop, and Capstan—3d for 10
Gold Flake—3%d for 10

Tobacco—Thick Black, 4d per oz. or 7¥d per 2 oz.
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THREATENED COAL STRIKE
There were rumblings of discontent in the mining industry
in general, with calls for an all out strike. The Scottish miners
were practically unanimous for astrike at this time to resist the
reduction of 6d per day off their wages. In July, 1909, the
local ballot of miners for strike action resulted:—

For Strike—527  Against Strike—31

The National figures were:—
For Strike—518,316 Against Strike—62,980
Unfortunately, nothing more of the strike was reported that

year, and we can only assume that the threatened strike did not
materialise.

OLD AGE PENSIONERS
On 2nd January, 1909, 35 recipients had their first old age
pension handed them, and this number comprises nearly all
granted pensions meantime in Muirkirk.

ENTERTAINMENT
The Temperance Hall continued to be the mecca for the
entertainment life of the village, with such productions as
"EastLynne," "Laughing Water," Mackenzie Murdoch's Merry
Makers; Durward Lely and Company in "A Royal Divorce,"
and many others.

ANNUAL EVENTS

The usual annual events were held in the village at that time,
and here are a few of the more popular ones:—

Lapraik Burns Club Burns Supper

Southside Musical Association Burns Supper
Co-operative Society Social (The Store Guzzle!)
Arts and Crafts Exhibition

Glenbuck Annual Games

Muirkirk Cycling and Sports Club Annual Sports
Co-operative Children's Gala Day

Muirkirk Horticultural Society Flower Show
Ironworks Flower Show.

Mr WILLIAM SHAW SMITH

Founder of the "Muirkirk Advertiser."

Miss SUNDERLAND

Music Teacher
at Muirkirk Higher Grade School,
Furnace Road

THE FIRST PRINTING OFFICE

The very first Printing Office was situated in Main Street and
occupied the ground where now stands Mrs Jenny Crosbie's
Bungalow. In the photo are Jean Barrie, Jenny Wilson, and
Peggy Stacey. At the front is John Samson, who was later to
succeed W. S. Smith as editor of the "Advertiser."



14 CAIRNTABLE ECHOES

THE LEGENDARY BILL SHANKLY,
GLENBUCK

JOHN S. WEIR, Newsagents

Situated in Main Street
Premises now occupied by Conevenience Store.
In the Photograph is Peggy Thomson and Mrs Nancy Weir.

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1909

BIRTHS
SELKIRK.—At 7 Midhouse Terrace on 21st March, the wife
of James Selkirk, a son.

DE MASCIO.—At Main Street on 6th September, the wife of
Con De Mascio, a daughter.

YOUNG.—ALt Springhill on 4th September, to Mr and Mrs
John Young, a daughter.

CONNISS.—At Main Street on 18th October, to Mr and Mrs
E. J. Conniss, a son.

No Marriages were advertised in 1909.

DEATHS
GREENWOOD.—At Glasgow on 5th January, Joseph Green-
wood, aged 78 years (late of Muirkirk).

SMITH.—AtGlasgow Road on 13th February, William (third
son of William and Mary Smith), aged 2 years 9 months.

McCALL.—At Kirkgreen on 13th March, Susan Parker,
beloved wife of William McCall, aged 41 years.

PEARSON.—At 13 Victoria Buildings on 10th May, Mrs
Pearson, in her 88th year.

ROSS.—At Garronhill House on 25th May, Jeanie Weir,
beloved wife of Daniel Ross.

SCOTT.—At Fergus Place on 28th May, Archibald Scott,
aged 52 years.

PATRICK.—At 3 Springhill Terrace on 3rd July, Christina
McKenzie, relict of George Patrick, aged 26 years.

BELL.—At58 Kames Row on 7th November, Agnes (young-
est daughter of John and Margaret Bell), aged 4 years.

SAMSON.—At 15 Victoria Buildings on 20th November,
George Samson, aged 28 years

SOME NEW ADVERTISERS

DAVID McCONNACHIE,
Tailor and Clothier, Furnace Road.

NOTICE OF MANGLING—
Mrs John Samson, Harkness Buildings.
Best Work, Moderate Prices.

WILLIAM SERVICE,
Teacher of Dancing

ALEX.S. TEMPLETON
Chemist and Druggist, Main Street.

Mr A. HIGGIE—
Extracts Teeth Painlessly at any hour—Clutha Cottage.

N. BUCHANAN, Plumber.
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CHAPTER THREE
(1910)

MUIRKIRK PARISH CHURCH

The resignation of the Rev. R. Montgomery as Minister of
Muirkirk Parish Church was announced, and in May, 1910,
Mr Montgomery preached his farewell sermon in May.. Mr
Montgomery had been Minister in Muirkirk for 31 years, but
ill health had forced him to retire, and he shortly left for
Canada. The village was shocked to learn of his death in
Canada later the same year.

Voting for a Minister to fill the vacant charge took place in
August, and the result was announced as follows:—

Mr John Henderson, B.D. ........ 154
Mr John McWilliam, B.D. ......... 67
Mr Charles W. Farish, B.D ....... 31
Mr James Eadie, B.D. .................. 5
Against all the above mentioned.. 3

261

The total electorate of the Church at that time numbered 794.

On 21st September the Rev. John Henderson was inducted
to the Church and Parish of Muirkirk

THE REV. JOHN HENDERSON, B.D.

MUIRKIRK PARISH COUNCIL
The electionof Parish Councillors resulted:—

John Shaw.........cccevrne. 211
James Murdoch............... 205
John H. Preston............... 165
Walter Weir ..........cuo.... 141
James Young .........co..e.... 141
Father Bohan .................. 111
David Greenwood. .......... 111

As only four candidates were required, the Returning
Officer gave his casting vote in favour of Mr Walter Weir.

MUIRKIRK GOLF CLUB
Early in 1910 Muirkirk Golf Club was officially formed,

and the nine-hole course at Auldhouseburn was opened for
play. There was an initial membership of about 50. The
officials were:—

Hon. President—John Angus, J.P.

President—John Young, J.P.

Vice-President—Doctor Carruthers

Secretary & Treasurer—William S. Smith

IN MINING CIRCLES

The miners' holidays for 1910 were fixed as follows—
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 21st, 22nd, and 23rd July.

On 7th March, Timothy Smith, 16 years of age, who was an
underground horse driver at Kames Pit, was killed in an
accident.

There was another sad fatality at Kames on 6th July, when
John Williamson (aged 14 years), son of Hugh Williamson,
Midhouse Terrace, met with a severe accident, which ended
fatally three days later. John was a pony driver.

On 16th November at Lightshaw Colliery, John Clowes
(60), lost his life in a pithead accident.

The annual general meeting of the local Branch of the
Miners' Union, was held in October, 1910. Since January of
that year 30 clearance cards had been granted to miners going
abroad—a sign of the great uncertainty in the mining industry
at that time. The heaviest death rate amongst members had
been experienced during the previous twelve months, as over
£54 had been paid locally for funeral claims.

Messrs Wm. Baird & Co. had agreed to offer the following
increases:—Firemen, 4d per day; Roadsmen and Shanksmen,
3d per day Drawers with 3s 6d upwards, 3d per day; under that
2d per day; Bottomers and Drivers, 2d per day.

LICENSING

The licence recently held by Mr Wiliam Gibson for the
Empire Bar was transferred to Mr James T. Angus, Kingskettle,
Fife, in October.

FREEZING TEMPERATURES

In January, at Wellwood, 34 degrees of frost were
recorded. Only once during the previous 30 years (in 1894)
has two degrees below zero been registered at Wellwood.

CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT

In 1910 a byre, stable, and slaughterhouse was built by
Muirkirk Co-operative Society at its Main Street Branch.

SOME MORE PRICES

Meat Pies—2d.

Brasso—2d.

Aerated Waters—2d per Bottle.
Sunlight Soap—1-Ib. bar, 3d.

Golf Balls—6d, 10d, 1s, and 1s 3d
Ladies' Tan Shoes—10/6 pair.

Fruit Jubjubes—4d per Ib.

Mens' Simmets and Pants—from 1/3.
Tweed Caps—1/6.

Gardening Watering Can—1/3.
Cherry Blossom Boot Polish—1d and 2%d tin
Envelopes—2s for 1,000.

Turkish Delight—6d per Ib.
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FIRE AT BANKHEAD PIT

About midnight on Saturday, 15th October, fire broke out
in the winding engine house at Bankhead Pit (leased by the
Cairntable Gas Coal Co. Ltd.),and inavery shortspace oftime
all that remained of the building was the bare walls. The night
engineman, it appears, left the enginehouse for a few minutes
to attend to the pumping engine in another house, and when he
returned the floor of the enginehouse was in flames. Situated
below the floor of the enginehouse was the oil house, so that
circumstances favoured the fire. The alarm was at once
given, the Manager (Mr Shaw) informed, and many willing
workers were early on the scene. The building itself was
quickly a mass of shapeless ruin. Attention was at once
directed in an endeavour to restrict the scope of the fire, and
only heroic efforts on the part of the workers prevented it
spreading to the pithead frame. What fire-extinguishing ap-
paratus there was at the pit (outside of course of the usual pails
&c.) was inside the burning building, so that recourse had to
be made to the more antiquated methods. The woodwork of
the frame did actually catch fire, as the wind fanned the flames
in that direction, but not withstanding the terrific heat the
workmen kept pouring water as best they could on the
material. The fire latterly burned itself out, although all
Sunday it smouldered, and several times it threatened to break
out a fresh.

During the fire the wire winding rope snapped and the two
cages fell to the pit bottom. Only one man was engaged down
the pit at the time (an engine-man), and although communica-
tion with the pit by the usual channel had been shut off, no
anxiety was feltas to hissafety. A messenger was despatched
per the "ingaun e'e" to inform him of the position of matters,
and he was found eating his piece, and awaiting
developments. On Sunday, the day being fine, the scene was
visited by a large number of the villagers, that being the
popular "walk." On Monday morning operations were com-
menced to re-connect the steam pipes with the engine, with a
view to ascertaining the damage done to the latter. By the fire
nearly 100 men are temporarily out of work.

The Pit re-opened on 9th November.

GLENBUCK WATER

Glenbuck village has suffered severely for years from an
inadequate supply of water. In summer and dry weather "The
Spoot" was the scene of many an assembly of housewives, and
where the news of the district was thrashed out on many awell-
contested battle of tongues, but that has now passed away.

About ten years ago the County authorities appointed a
Committee to deal with the matter, but they found them selves
confronted with many difficulties, the most formidable being
the small district, the area and valuation being so small that it
was prohibitive for the purpose of havingagood scheme. Last
year the village was in starvation of water, the population was
less owing to the closing of some of the pits, and thus increased
the difficulty of taxation. The Committee did not lose heart,
and approached Mr Charles Howatson of Glenbuck, who,
after discussing various details and arriving at a satisfactory

result, generously agreed to let the County Council have a
supply from springs on the Hareshaw Hill on his land, the only
condition being that he should be allowed to take a supply
from his house and one or two tenants, from the tank to be
erected. Thiscleared the way of the Committee considerably,
and they were further very generously helped by Mr J. G. A.
Baird of Muirkirk and Messrs Wm. Baird & Co., Ltd., through
Mr Robert Angus of Ladykirk allowing their house to be
included in the Rating District, though each of them had
formerly provided supplies for themselves. The area for
rating was thus increased and the burden lightened for those
in the village proper and on the Cairntable side.

On Friday last (28th April) the Engineer, Mr Eaglesham,
Ayr, with Mr Young (Contractor), Muirkirk, along with Mr
Howatson of Glenbuck and Mr John Kerr, Convener of the
Committee, visited Glenbuck, and, after seeing that the work
was all in order, turned on the water, which is of excellent
quality and in abundant supply.

By September, however, all was not well with the water in
Glenbuck, as the report in the September 22 issue explains:—

Water(?) Supply

Inresponse to several notices posted throughout the village,
a very largely attended meeting of ratepayers was held in the
Public Hall on Wednesday evening last. According to the
notice, the business was "to take steps to see about the water
supply being seen into." Mr William Hastie, sen., presided,
and introduced the business, stating that they were all aware
of what was the cause of the meeting. He then spoke of the
new water supply and the very bad water that was passing
through the pipes. They felt something must be done to
remedy the evil. There was no doubt they would have to pay
the price of good water, and that was what they were not
getting. He then called for an expression of opinion from
those present. The expressions that found vent were few,
spouters being scarce, but, like the parrot they thumped away
atthethinking. Itwasultimately decided thatapublic petition
be got up drawing the attention of the authorities to the state
of the water, that same to be presented to the Parish Council
at their first meeting. The petition had already been got up,
and signed by almost every ratepayer in the district. It is felt
that the mixture may be quite wholesome, and meat and drink
combined, but the inhabitants would prefer them separately.

Council Meeting

At a meeting of the Sub-Committee on 7th October, Mr
Angus reported that he, along with Mr Kerr, had accompanied
the Engineer over the Glenbuck water supply, and having
discussed the matter with the Engineer, he expected that, with
the carrying out of a few simple suggestions, all complaints
about the state of the water would be remedied, and they had
authorised the Engineer to get the work done.

PLEASURE DRIVE TO DARVEL—
Return Fare, 2/6.
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FOOTBALL NEWS

Severe winter conditions drastically curtailed the foot-
ball programme in 1910, and the first game of the year was not
played in Muirkirk until 5th March, when Muirkirk United
met Glenbuck Cherrypickers in the Mauchline and District
Cup. The Cherries won 4—3. Teams:—United—Murray;
Bell, Gebbie; Clark, Pirie, Hogg; Brown, Bone, Duncan,
Crawford, Lochrie. Cherries—W. Hastie; Muir, J. Hastie;
Shearer, Tait, Wallace; Crosbie, Park, Crawford; McCoubrie,
Brown.

In the final of the Cumnock and District Cup Glenbuck
Cherrypickers lost to Cronberry Eglinton by five goals to nil.

For season 1910-11 the United decided to drop their Junior
team, but continued to run a Juvenile combination.

By the kindness of Mr Angus, the playing pitch at Ladeside
Park was renewed.

At Glenbuck, the Cherries entertained the well-known
Senior side, Nithsdale Wanderers, inafriendly. The Wander-
erswon 2—1.

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION, 1910
South Ayrshire result:—

W. P. BEAL. (Liberal) ......ccccovvinrrnnnn 8833
T. W. McINTYRE (Unionist) ........c......... 6793

Liberal Majority .......c.cocevvvnenne. 2040
Liberal Majority in 1906 El

LOCAL STATISTICS, 1910

BIRTHS

LOGGIE.—At Rose Cottage on 18th November, to Mr and
Mrs Allan Loggie, a daughter.

MARRIAGES
ROWE—MILLS.—At Glasgow on 17th February, Ezekiel
Gaven Rowe, of Muirkirk, to Jeannie Mills, Kent.
BUCHANAN—LEGGATE.—At Masonic Hall on 25th
March, Neil Buchanan, jr., to Jean Leggate.

HAMILTON—MCcKINLAY.—At Kirkgreen on 2nd Sep-
tember, John James Hamilton to Grace McKinlay.

DEATHS

McCALL.—At Glasgow Road, on 24th February, John
MccCall, beloved son of George and Lizzie McCall, aged 10
months.

FORSYTH.—At Bridgend, Glenbuck, on 27th March, Ann
Callan (widow of James Forsyth), aged 65 years.

GEMMELL.—At Garpel on 11th April, Gilbert A. Gemmell,
farmer, aged 29 years.

McCRINDLE.—At Victoria Buildings on 9th May, Maggie
Dornan (beloved wife of Alexander McCrindle), aged 29
years.

DEATHS (Cont.)

SAMSON.—At Madeleine Place on 23rd May, John Samson
(beloved husband of Bella Herbertson), aged 46 years.

RITCHIE.—At Main Street on 9th June, Margaret Ritchie,
late of Loudoun.

WLLIAMSON.—At 13 Midhouse Terrace on 9th July, John
Williamson (beloved son of Hugh and Janet Williamson),
aged 14 years.

FINDLAY.—At Manse Lane on 25th July, Maggie (beloved
daughter of Thomas and Sarah Findlay), aged 9 years.

MURCHIE.—At Bankend on 22nd July, Hugh Murchie, aged
70 years.

SERVICE.—At Belvedere Hospital on 29th July, Daniel
Service (beloved husband of Nellie Steven), aged 32 years.

DOUGLAS.—At Fergus Place, on 8th August, John Barclay
(beloved son of of William and Margaret Douglas), in his
3rd year.

ADAMSON.—At Main Street, Robert Adamson (for 27 years
Precentor in Muirkirk Parish Church), in his 72nd year.

LOGIE.—At The Square on 10th October, Agnes Kean (be-
loved wife of William Logie), aged 34 years.

McCALL.—At Kilbirnie on 10th October, Jessie McCall
(daughter of Willaim McCall, Kirkgreen), in her 17th year.

ROBERTSON.—At Cumnock Hospital on 13th October,
Robert A. Robertson (beloved son of Archibald and Janet
Robertson, Spireslack), aged 8 years.

SHEARER.—At Lower Hall, Muirkirk, on 16th October,
Joan Crawford Park (beloved wife of William Shearer).

CLOWES.—Accidentally killed at Lightshaw Pit on 18th
November, John Clowes, Ashieburn, aged 60 years.

SHAW.—At Glasgow Road on 6th December, Jane Shaw
(beloved mother of Alex. Shaw), aged 73 years.

WILSON.—At Niagra Falls, Canada, On 23rd November,
Mrs David Wilson, in her 74th year (late of Dalfram).

WOODBURN.—At 50 New Terrace on 20th december, John
Woodburn, in his 81st year

NEW ADVERTISERS
Miss SMITH—Pianoforte Tuition, Masons Arms.
WILLIAM THORBURN—Ladies' & Gent.'s Tailor.
J. H. MITCHELL—Fishing Tackle.
Mrs BROWN—Boot & Shoe Dept., Victoria Buildings.
JAMES BROWN—Painter & Paperhanger, Main Street.
MINNIE E. TEASEDALE—Piano Tuition, Railway Bdgs.
IRONWORKS STORE.
JAMES MARSHALL—Draper, Mathieson's Buildings.
JOHN CAMPBELL, Fishmonger.
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CHAPTER FOUR
(1911)

IN MINING CIRCLES

The sons of Muirkirk have done her and themselves credit
in connection with the recent examination held in Edinburgh,
in that four students succeeded in gaining their first-class mine
manager's certificate, that being the total number from this
districtwho sat the examination. The studentswere:—Messrs
James Strickland, William Jack, Archibald McCall, and An-
drew Moreland.

SALE AT BANKHEAD COLLIERY

Friday last (8th September) saw the dispersal of the plant,
under the auctioneer's hammer, at Bankhead Pit. It is now a
few good weeks since operations in the Pit were concluded,
and since then workmen have been busy drawing rails, pipes,
rods, etc., and preparing for final removal, the whole present-
ing a scene of desolation on Friday.

AN EARLY YOKE
In answer to the question, "Are you in favour of starting
work on the working Saturday at 5.30 a.m. and stopping at
1.30 p.m.?" aballot of miners in the Parish was taken last week
(October) and resulted as follows:—

For Against
Muirkirk Pits .......cccceveeee 342 108
Glenbuck Pits ................. 131 51

473 159

FOOTBALL MEETING
At the Annual general Meeting of the Cherrypickers F.C.,
held the other evening, the treasurer gave the financial report
for the year. The income from all sources amounted to £101
16s, and the expenditure to £88 143 40%d, leaving a balance
in hand of £13 1s 7%d. The report was considered most
satisfactory.

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
The result was as follows—

John Young ......ccoeevvvveininnnn, 1015
Docor Carruthers ................... 822
Mrs Wilson ..........cccoveeveeneanen. 770
James Clark ........cccoeevininnns 746
Alex. Wallace .........ccco.c.e...... 715
Frank Kitch ......c..ccooveiiiiinns 683
James Johnstone .................... 473
John S. Weir ..o 441
Andrew Higgie ......cccoevivinenn 150

843 Electors polled out of a possible 1210. There were
seven spoiled papers.

FOOTBALL

In April Glenbuck Cherrypickers met Ardeer Thistle in the
twice undecided Ayrshire Junior C)up Final at Beechwood
Park, Auchinleck. The Cherrieswon5—0. Team:—Bryden;
Kerr, Tait; Crosbie, Barr, W. Wallace McPike, Weir, Park,
McKnight, R. Wallace.

In the final of the Mauchline & District Cup Muirkirk
Athletic met Cronberry Eglinton. The Athletic, who lost 4—
2, wererepresented by:—Harkness McCall, McAuley; Gibson,
Hogg, McKenzie; Pirie, Rennie, Laidlaw, McFegan, Barrie.

In the final of the Glasgow House Shield, the Cherries
Juvenile team beat Lanemark Athletic by 2—1.

In the first round of the Scottish Junior Cup, the Athletic
drew with the Cherries at Ladeside Park 1—1, and in the
replay at Burnside Park Glenbuck won 3—1. Teams:—

Cherries—A. Park; Whiteford, Tait; Williamsoon, W.
Wallace, Samson; McPike Skillen, J. Park, Davidson, R.
Wallace.

Athletic—Armour; McKenzie, Kean; Davidson, Hogg, Pirie;
Rennie, McNair, Crawford, Inglis, Barrie

JAMES BROWN, Fruiterer
moved to new premises a little further along Main Street—
the site of the recent fire.

WATER FAMINE SCARE
Just as we go to Press (14th Sept.) we learn that a meeting
of the Water Committee has hurriedly been called for this
afternoon, with a view to having the water supply shut off for
aperiod during each day. Inthe circumstances, itishoped all
will do their utmost to prevent the water being wasted.

DOCTOR CARRUTHERS
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BILLIARDS
The annual fixture between the two local Institutes resulted
as follows:—
Baird Institute
1st 2nd
W. Barclay......cccoceevivnenenninnn 150 136
J.Clement.......cccoveeeiiveiennne, 150 150
J. Kennedy, Jr....ccooovviniiiniennn 150 150
T. McKie oo, 150 150
600 586
Ironworks Institute
1st 2nd
J.Donald .....ccooiiie 137 150
G. Templeton ......cccovvvvveriencnenn 94 97
B. McDade .........ccceoveveeenee. 61 106
R. Strickland............cccccceveneee. 115 131
407 484

CARPET BOWLING
Carpet Bowlingwas avery popular indoor sportin Muirkirk
at this time, and hardly a week went past without some
challenge match taking place. Amongst the Clubs were:—
Wellwood, Baird Institute, Ironworks Institute, Glenbuck,
Inches, Men of the Mosshaggs (Middlefield), Greenock Wa-
ter, and Townhead Wanderers.

BOWLING

The annual opening match of the new season at Muirkirk

Bowling Green resulted:—

President
Thomas Hazle .........ccccooveveveeeerene. 20
William HOgg ....ooveveiiieecee 10
JOhN Gray ....ccoceovvieeeceeeeee e 17
William Loggie ......ccoeevvevenninienienen, 18
64
Vice-President

Hugh Belll ..o, 5
William Anderson ..........ccceceevevvenneane. 15
T. W. Buchanan .........ccccoceeveveveennnen. 12
William Thomson ........cccccceevevevennn.ne. _9
1

REGISTRAR'S RETURN

1911
Births 147
Marriages 28
Deaths 68

1910

126
33
60

Increase Decrease

21 0
0 5
8 0

VACCINATIONS, 1911

Successfully Vaccinated ..................... 81
Concientious Objectors .........cccceevevenne. 27
Died before Vaccination ..................... 11
Insusceptibility .......ccccovvvevnciiirienne, 1
Still Postponed .........c.ccccceveeviirinnnirinre 6

Total 126

THE CENSUS
The Census returns show the population of the Parish as at
1st April last:—
1911
Male Fem Total
MuirkirkVillage 1212 1099 2311
Landward Ward 243 238 481
Ironworks Ward 837 625 1462
Glenbuck Ward 390 3387 28
2682 2300 4982
1901
Male Fem Total
Muirkirk Village 1272 1101 2373
Landward Ward 360 280 640
Ironworks Ward 804 685 1489
Glenbuck Ward 675 493 1168
3111 2559 5670
Decrease:—
Muirkirk Village ............... 62
Landward Ward ................ 59
Ironworks Ward ................ 27
Glenbuck Ward............... 380
New Railway Huts........... 160
Removed ........c.cceeveveaee. 688

SOME MORE NEW ADVERTISERS

MISS FLOYD, Dressmaker, Wee Torhill.

JAS. GILCHRIST, Plumbing & Gasfitting, Hedge Grove

Mrs M. G. HUTCHISON, Pianoforte Tuition, St. Bride's
LIZZIE HAMILTON, Piano Tuition, Lennox Place.

MUIRKIRK SOUTHSIDE PIPE BAND

Mrs G. TAYLOR, Clairvoyant and Palmistry, Lawson's

Buildings.

MANSEFIELD, Bootmaker, Glasgow Road.

DENTISTRY—MTr Walter Telfer consults at the Masonic

Hall every Thursday

MUIRKIRK MERCHANTS' ASSOCIATION.
J. FORBES, Coal Merchant, Wellwood Street.

FRANCIS FARMER, Blacksmith, Corner of Glasgow
Road and Main Street (the site of the Drapery

Department)

CUMNOCK RACERS & FAIR

JAMES DONAGHY, Shoemaker, Main Street

KAMES PENNY SAVINGS BANK

JAMES McCARTNEY, Angler & Fly Dresser, Waulkmill

JOHN D. DUNBAR, Grain Merchant.
CATHOLIC YOUNG MEN'S SOCIETY
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1911

BIRTHS

BUCHANAN.—At Bridge Street on 28th May, to Mrand Mrs
Neil Buchanan; a son.

MARRIAGES

FOSTER—MILLIGAN.—At Whithorn on 31st January,
Margaret Ferguson to Andrew Milligan.

TEMPLETON—VALLANCE.—At Smallburn on 2nd June,
Robert Templeton (Lockerbie) to Lizzie Vallance.

HAMILTON—ALDIE.—At Broughty Ferry on 11th July,
John McKay Hamilton (Glenbuck) to Mary Aldie.

BROOM—VENT.—At Coatbridge on 14th July, James Broom
(late of Muirkirk) to Polly Vent.

MILLAR—KERR.—At Temperance Hall on 21st July, George
Wilson to Mary Kerr.

DEATHS

HAZLE.—At Burnside on 1st January, Mary McKie, aged 69
years, beloved wife of John Hazle.

SHAW.—At Garronhill on 27th January, John Shaw (beloved
son of William and Jane Shaw), aged 24 years.

DA PRATO.—At Children's Hospital, Glasgow, on 27th
January, John (beloved son of Mr and Mrs Da Prato), aged
1 year.

KERR.—At Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, on 1st March, Janet
Muir, aged 53 years (beloved wife of John Kerr, Grocer,
Muirkirk, and second daughter of the late Robert Muir,
Colliery Manager, Glenbuck).

STRICKLAND.—At 21 Midhouse Terrace on 6th March,
Wee Mary, aged 4 months.

HOGG.—AtHope Villaon 13th March, Elizabeth Kerr, in her
85th year (relict of John Hogg, Baker).

MURDOCH.—At Ironworks Institute on 17th March, Adam
Murdoch (beloved husband of Agnes Murdoch), aged 33
years.

PEARSON.—At Glasgow Royal Infirmary on 21st March,
William Pearson, sen., in his 87th year.

BROWN.—At Ladybank Terrace, Glenbuck, on 13th April,
William Brown, beloved husband of Margaret Brown.
CALLAN.—At Main Street on 26th June, Christina Callan,

aged 81 years.

COOK.—At Delta Cottage on 29th May, Robert (infant son of
James and Margaret Cook).

FINDLAY.—At Ayr Hospital on 30th May, James Findlay,
aged 14 years (beloved son of Thomas and Sarah Findlay,
50 Springhill Terrace).

WILSON.—At Wanlass Place on 9th June, William Wilson
(beloved husband of Elizabeth Wanlass), aged 60 years.

SAMSON.—At Albert Place on 27th February, Archibald,
aged 9 months (beloved son of David and Rosina Samson)

DEATHS (Continued)

BLACKWOOD.—At Post Office, Muirkirk, on 5th July,
William Spence Blackwood (retired Postmaster), in his
75th year.

GIBSON.—At Glasgow Road on 9th July, John (beloved son
of Robert and Margaret Gibson) aged 24 years.

BROWN.—At The Lodge, Glenbuck, on 17th July, Isabella,
infant daughter of David and and Mary Brown.

JACK.—At Bridge Street on 23rd July, Elizabeth Hamilton
(eldest daughter of John and Mary Jack), aged 9 years.

STEELE.—At Furnace Road on 13th July, Wee Jean (young-
est daughter of Robert and Lizzie Steele), aged 1 year 65
months.

BLACK.—At 24 Springhill Terrace, on 30th July, Neil Black,
aged 68 years.

MCcINTOSH.—At Glasgow Road on 30th July, Barbara
Mclntosh (widow of David Mclntosh), aged 76 years.

BANKS.—At 35 Springhill Terrace on 6th August, William
(beloved son of Daniel and Kate Banks), aged 1 year 11
months.

CAMPBELL.—At Torhill Cottage on 15th August, Janet
Frew (beloved wife of John Campbell), aged 49 years.

BERTRAM.—At Castle, Glenbuck, on 8th September Robina
(Eldest daughter of Durhum and Elizabeth Bertram), in her
12th year.

BELL.—At Gibson's Buildings, Glasgow Road, on 10th Sep-
tember, Richard (son of James and Janet Bell), aged 9
months.

MOONEY.—ALt 6 Springhill Terrace on 21st October, Agnes
Brown (beloved wife of Arthur Mooney), aged 68 years.

ANDERSON.—At Pearson's Buildings, Smallburn, on 12th
November, Annie Patrick (relict of James Anderson), aged
84 years.

SMITH.—At Linkieburn Square on 23rd November, Agnes
Anderson (beloved wife of Archibald Smith), aged 35
years.

Mr JOHN H. PRESTON (Get.'s Hairdresser)
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CHAPTER FIVE
1912

MUIRKIRK CINEMA

Another landmark in the field of entertainment in the
village was the opening of Muirkirk Cinema in November,
1912. The files record:—

Under most auspicious circumstances this new, yet old place
of entertainment (The Temperance Hall) was opened on
Saturday last. The premises are old in that for many years
they have formed the principal entertainment house in the
town, new through now being transformed into a picture
palace and leased to a cinema firm. The circumstances were
auspicious in that there were three performances, and at each
there was a good attendance. Contrary to some orthodox
methods of drawing the crowd a grand flourish of exciting
films was not made the first evening, for some good stand-by
filmswere utilised, the management being content to maintain
a high standard of excellence right through the season, and
have no spasmodic outbursts. The exhibition can compare
favourably with any of the city shows, for the apparatus is
completely up to date, while a guarantee is made that a
thoroughly healthy entertainment will be given on all
occasions. The hall, owing partly to restrictions by the au-
thorities as to safety, and partly in order that a better view of
the pictures may be had, has been quite transformed, a raised
terraced platform having been erected at the back of the hall,
while all doors open outwards, and an extra door added. The
first programme included:—

The Black Chancellor (A powerful, exciting, three-spool
drama)—Don't Miss it!

Waiting at the Church (A Comedy illustrating a Bride-
groom’s Dilemma).

A Passer—BYy (Drama).
In the Grocery Business (A Screaming Comedy).

Shows were twice nightly at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m., and the
admission was 3d and 6d.

FOOTBALL

Muirkirk Athletic made a great start to season 1912-13,
having a good run in the Scottish Junior Cup competition. In
the first round they beat St. Andrew's Juniors (Kilmarnock)
4—0, accounting for Dreghorn in the second round (1—0),
travelling to Kello Rovers in the third round and winning 2—
1, and in the fourth round they beat Aberdeen Hawthorn 1—
0 at Ladeside Park. Then on the 28th December they enter-
tained another Aberdeen side, Parkvale, at Ladeside Park and
won 2—1, thus taking them into the 6th round of the National
Tournament, a feat never before accomplished by a Muirkirk
team. The Athletic were represented by :—Rae; Dysart,
Gebbie: Ramsay, Hogg, Crawford, Rennie, McNair, Raeside,
Findlay, Barrie.

(More in Next Chapter)

MINING
The ballot for a local collector and agent resulted—
David S. Stitt .......ccovevvnneen 225
AleX ROSS .....coeveviiiiiienen, 218
Thomas Morrison ................ 96
John Gold .......cceevevviieee, 35

In December John McCall was appointed as an additional
checkweigher at Kames No. 1 and 2 Pits.

THE MINERS' STRIKE

There can be no doubt that the big coal strike was the main
story of 1912, and this cast a dark shadow over the village, as
itdid over all mining communities in the country. Below are
how the events were recorded in the "Advertiser:"

7th March

Incommon with the minersall over Britain, the local miners
finished up last Thursday evening, and have been on strike
since. A very optimistic feeling exists among the men as to
the strike being of a very short duration, and the best of good
feelings prevails. Asaresultofthestrike all the three furnaces
at the lIronworks are blown off, the forge and mill hands idle,
while it is only a matter of time with many of the
tradesmen. Business in the village is practically at a
standstill. The railway facilities have been greatly
curtailed. Practically no minerals are being conveyed by rail.

14th March

The miners' strike still continues. The prospect of peace by
mutual concessions now seem brighter than they were last
week, and locally everyone more than another seems to wish
the end was with us. Business is completely dislocated, and
the railway service is further curtailed this week. To their
credit be it said that the local strikers are conducting them-
selves in exemplary fashion.

21st March

The strike drags on, and with the cold and miserable
weather at present, the local workers are putting in a rather
sorry time. A silver lining in the dark cloud has at last
appeared with the introduction of "The Minimum Wage (Coal
Mines) Bill" into Parliament on Tuesday, which it is hoped
will receive the assent not only of the King, butalso the owners
and the miners one of these days. Locally, as well as most of
the coalfields, the strikers have conducted themselves in a
most praiseworthy manner.

28th March

In the present time of stress in many homes, consequent of
the strike of miners, the Officers of the Salvation Army have
made it their business to in some part give relief, and during
the past few days the Officers and Soldiers have conducted a
soup kitchen at their hall.

On Tuesday some 130 children received a hearty meal,
while yesterday the number was considerably augmented.
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THE MINERS STRIKE (continued)

The Officers and Soldiers have received hearty co-opera-
tion from local farmers and others, being in receipt of cart
loads of potatoes, some turnips, a sheep, &c., from open-
hearted sympathisers.

The fact of the children, who are in no way responsible for
the strike, crying for bread appeals to all, and two public
bodies in the Salvation Army and the Co-operative Society are
doing their share.

It was a gay company that foregathered in the Temperance
Hall on Friday evening. The Co-operative Society's invita-
tion to all children to come to a soiree was accepted by 950
budding specimens of humanity. Such an array might easily
take the breath from an ordinary person, but not so the Co-
operative, who always rise to the occasion, and the children
got a right good fill-up.

The North Muir is meantime a busy hive of industry. While
the present conditions remain no one need wantafire to at least
prepare the necessities of life, and, if the latter were as secure
as the former, there would certainly be no cause for grum-
bling.

The part of the Muir above Bankend resembles a rabbit
warren. The miners work in shifts, and the coal is put into
bags. These are conveyed to the village in barrows and other
conveyances lent for the occasion. The first mode of trans-
port was by a van drawn by several youths, but primitive
method is now surpassed as the new Company blossoms out.

During the day may amateur managers, prospectors, dial-
lers, and contractors visit El Dorado, and it is reported that, if
the miners don't make the minimum wage, and the Union
won't make it up, the local Manager (who recently made a
round of the new pits) has promised to do so!

Itissaid that pits have also been sunk at Auldhouseburn and
Crossflatt estates.

Advertisement:—

MINERS WANTED — £5 PER HOUR

During the last strike, 18 years ago, D. B. Greenwood estab-
lished the Cycle Record between Muirkirk and Douglas (20
Miles), his official time being 59 minutes 1 second. D.G.B. s
now prepared to offer £5 (or value, if desired) to the party who,
between now and 30th September, equals or breaks this
record.

4th April

Although the figures of the ballot, according to the daily
newspapers, are not of a very decided character, taken as a
whole, either on one side or another, a very optimistic feeling
exists here that an early resumption of work is probable,
possibly within a day or two. It is worthy of note that while a
very large proportion of the members of the Union exercised
their right of voting for or against the strike, in some districts
the majority of the members have abstained altogether from
voting for or against resumption. In some districts work is
already in full swing. The local figures are not to hand,

but the final result for Ayrshire is:—

For Resumption ..........ccccveeveninnnns 4412

Against Resumption .................... 4147

Majority for Resumption............... 265
11th APRIL

STRIKE ENDED

As a result of the meeting of the Miners' Federation Del-
egates in London on Saturday, and the decision arrived
thereat, the local miners decided, at a meeting held in the
Temperance Hall on Saturday evening, to start work, and all
the coal mines in the Parish were re-opened yesterday
morning. On Tuesday afternoon a meeting of the miners (to
the number of several hundreds) was held in the Temperance
Hall, at which the whole meeting resolved itself into a depu-
tation to wait upon Mr Angus, and the men in a body marched
making a circular tour via Kameshill, to the works, where Mr
Angus announced that the pits would be opened on Wednes-
day morning. After the announcement three cheers were
given for the leaders, the manager, and the miners
themselves. In the attack on Kameshill, no further damage
was done than the frightening of the watchdog. The only part
of this hero on view to the company was the end of the
guardian (and not the business end) as he made a hurried
departure from the scene, obviously considering discretion
the better part. The miners have started en mass, and a sigh of
relief has escaped from every bosom in the Parish. Strike pay
has been dealt to the men weekly, and the soup kitchens, which
have been inaugurated will, it is expected, be continued for
somedays longer. Inafewweeksitishoped matterswill have
assumed their normal aspect

OBITUARY

The death of Mrs Johnstone in February, 1912, at the age of
83 years was recorded. Mrs Johnstone was a true daughter of
Muirkirk. She was widely known and highly respected, and
for half a century she conducted a grocery establishment in
Furnace Road, which was the only remaining example in the
village of the old-world country store.

CURLING

Curling was a very popular sport in the village during the
winter months just after the turn of the century, and in 1912
three local Clubs were mentioned—Muirkirk Curling Club
(reputed to be one of the oldest in Scotland), Ironworks Club,
and Greenock Water Club.

SCHOOL BOARD

Muirkirk Schoolboard purchased the estate immediately
adjoining Main Street School, lately used as a model lodging
house (The Hydro, perhaps?). The licence for the "Hotel"
was withdrawn recently. N.B.—This building was eventu-
ally used as the School "shed." when the playground was
constructed.
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SEVERE STORMS

The village was subjected to two severe storms in 1912,
which were reported as follows:—

3rd June

On Tuesday Muirkirk was visited by a severe thunder, rain,
and hail storm. The storm was remarkable not only for its
severity, but also its long duration. So far as is known there
was no damage done by the fire-works, but several houses
were flooded with water, as the result of the defective, drain-
age, etc., and through the rain and hail vegetation has suffered
considerably. The rain fell in sheets for quite a time, and it is
no exaggeration to say that the hailstones were as big as
marbles, the ground being white. Due to the hail, doubtless the
gardens have suffered severely, and in many little Edens there
are to-day only shattered and angled remnants of former
glory. Many trees were half stripped of their leaves, and the
other half for the most part being splitand torn. The River Ayr
was in full spate. The storm was renewed yesterday, but not to
such an alarming extent.

28th November

A violent wind and rain storm swept over Scotland on
Tuesday, and Muirkirk was not exempt from its racages.
Occasionally rainfell intorrents, but for the greatest part of the
day the wind blew a gale. A shop window in Furnace Road,
directly facing the gale, was blown in, a goodly number of
chimney cans and slates were dislodged and transferred to the
public road, while the trunk of a large tree in a garden at
Garronhill snapped near the ground and concertined the little
home of some poultry, the occupants fortunately being absent
at the time. The various schoolteachers very thoughtfully
combined the two sessions into one, and this not only saved
the children sitting in school with damp clothing, but also
saved a bad attendance in the afternoon, a consideration in
these days when grants are paid by attendance and not by
results.

BILLIARDS

In February, 1912, a billiards match between teams repre-
senting the two Pits at Kames resulted:

No. 1 Pit No. 2 Pit
James Bell................... 85 John Hughson ............ 120
James Connor ............ 120 John McDonald.......... 96
George Park ............... 120 Robt. McSkimming ... 90
Alex. Wilson............... 75 Robert McCall ........... 120
Matt. Anderson .......... 120 Robert Bradford ......... 100
Hugh Samson ............ 120 William Thomson ...... 67
Hugh Bell................... 68 George Higgins........... 120
B. McDade.................. 115 Frank McDonald ........ 120
823 803
DRAUGHTS

Mr Hugh Henderson, Muirkirk's exponents of the draughts
board, and now living in America, met Alfred Jordan in the
final of the American Draughts Championship and came out
the winner.

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1912

BIRTHS
No Local Births were advertised in 1912

DEATHS

McCARTNEY.—At Waukmill on 23rd December, James
McCartney (beloved son of James and Jessie
McCartney), aged 35 years.

ANDERSON.—Suddenly, at The Square, on 5th January,
Alex. Anderson (beloved son of George and Mary
Anderson), aged 11 years and six months.

COLTHART.—At Reid's Buildings, Main Street, on 4th
January, Annie Howatson (relict of John Colthart), aged
52 years.

SERVICE.—At Glasgow on 6th February, John Service (eld-
est son of the late John Service), aged 36 years.
ALEXANDER.—At Cumnock Fever Hospital on 4th Febru-
ary, Mary (beloved daughter of Samuel and Mary

Alexander, Glashow Road), aged 3% years.

SMITH.—At Main Street on 15th March, Grace Smith, in her
85th year.

STEVEN.—At 48 Springhill Terrace on 9th May, Jeanie
Taylor (beloved wife of Robert Steven), aged 60 years.

BELL.—AtVass'sBuildings, Glenbuck, on 27th June, Scybella
Millar (beloved wife of James Bell).

KERR.—At Laurenceknowe, Cronberry, on 23rd November,
Thomas Kerr (beloved husband of Agnes Templeton,
and late Farmer of Langholm, Muirkirk).

WEIR.—At Grasshill Row Glenbuck, on 21st November,
Archibald Weir (beloved husband of Janet Harkness),
in his 55th years.

BROWN.—At Kirkgreen on 16th December, Janet Crawford
Brown (daughter of Mr and Mrs Alex. Brown), aged 37
years.

SAMSON.—At Glasgow on 21st December, James Samson
(beloved husband of Agnes Stathearn), aged 39 years,
of 28 Springhill.

MARRIAGES
HOGARTH—CRINGAN.—At Kilmarnock on 14th June,
Peter Clark Hogarth (Glasgow) to Mary Cringan.

AN ECHO OF THE PAST

The curtain has finally been rung down on the grim tragedy
which was enacted on a Glenbuck byway in the spring of
1908, by the suicide of the culprit in Perth Prison on 13th
November. Thomas Bone, Jr., was sentenced to death in the
High Court held in Glasgow for the murder of his wife at
Glenbuck, but a respite was granted on the eve of the day set
aside for his execution. Bone was undergoing confinement
during His Majesty's pleasure in Perth Penitentiary, and, it
appears, had been giving considerable trouble to the wardens
for some time, latterly being regarded as a dangerous
lunatic. Although closely watched, he took advantage of the
15 minutes' absence of the warder, and committed suicide in
his quarters by hanging himself with a bedsheet, which he tied
tightly round his neck and attached to a peg in the wall. It is
understood that the body was still warm when the warder
returned, but life was extinct.
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CHAPTER SIX
(1913)

SNOWSTORM

In common with most other places in Scotland, Muirkirk
was on Saturday last (12th January) visited by a very severe
snowstorm. Incommon it was, and yet uncommon, for, owing
doubtless to its height above sea level, the storm was more
severely felt here than in many places.The blizzard continued
during the whole day, so much so that communications with
other districts by road and rail was interrupted, snow lying in
several places to a depth of several feet, and wreaths of snow
of some four feet high being quite common in Main Street. A
wreath opposite the brickwork proved too great an obstacle
for the 3.40 p.m. train, and the train and its passengers were
held up at Muirkirk Station till nearly midnight, before a
snowplough cut an openening. Naturally, on Sunday, the
streets were well nigh impassible.

CO-OPERATIVE

Muirkirk Co-operative Society paid a Dividend of 3s 3d per
£1 on purchases.

HARDY SHEEP
(Feb. 13th)

It will be news for a few to learn that only last week two
sheep were dug out of the snow in this Parish after having been
covered up for nearly a month. On Dipple Farm one was
released after 23 days' confinement, and another on Upper
Wellwood after 27 days incarceration. In the former case a
drain helped to confine the prisoner, but in the latter instance
the sheep, by almost continued movement, shaped a kind of
cave as hard as ice. Neither animal seemed much the worse of
its escapade.

NEW HEADMASTER
In March, Mr James Phillips, M.A., was appointed Head-
master at Furnace Road School. There were 72 applicants for
the post. Mr Phillips was born in Maryhill.

FATAL ACCIDENT
On 14th April a fatal accident befell David McSkimming,
a young man about 22 years of age, and residing with his
widowed mother in Douglas Place. Deceased was employed
on Kames Pithead. It is though he had been jammed between
two waggons, and was so severely injured internally that he
died at his home some six hours later

EXPLOSION

On 10th March the effects of the disastrous explosion at
Ardeer, over thirty miles away, were distinctly felt here, and,
as well as an ominous rumble, doors and windows were
rattled. Considerable anxiety, if not alarm, was manifest by
most residents as to the cause, and within an hour that was
known

REGISTRAR'S RETURN

1912 1911  Decrease
Births 133 148 15
Marriages 182 28 10
Deaths 51 69 18

Births—Lowest recorded since 1872 when it was 117.
Marriages—Lowest recorded since 1887 when it was 12
Deaths—Lowest recorded since 1862 when it was 51

MUIRKIRK PARISH—1913

Farms occupied by
Resident Farmers:

Farms without
Resident Farmers:

Crossflatt Darnhunch
Kames Ashieburn
Upper Wellwood Springhill

Middle Wellwood
Nether Wellwood

Laigh Dalfram
Upper Whirehaugh

Dalfram Greenockdyke
Greenockmains Lower Hall
Townhead Bankend
Garpel Mansfield
Nether White haugh Middlefield
Netherwood Waterhead
Aitkencleugh Linburn
Burnfoot Blackside
Greenside Dippol
Tardoes Priesthill
Lighshaw Birkcleugh
Airdsgreen Grasshill
West Glenbuck Cairneybottom
Glenbuck Sunnyside
Spireslack

NEW DRILL HALL
Work in connection with the erection of the new Drill Hall
(latterly occupied by Muirtex) was commenced in June.

THE DROUGHT
That summer there was a severe drought in the district, and
water restrictions were brought into force, lasting several
weeks.

IN THE AIR

In August, Muirkirk residents got their first view of an
aeroplane. The plane was piloted by Captain Dawse, who
was accompanied by a Mechanic on a Maurice Farman bi-
plane belonging to No. 2 Squadron Royal Flying Corps. The
aircraft left Montrose at 6 a.m., alighted at Dysart (Fife)
through fog, landed again at Lanark for petrol, and arrived at
Stranraer at 2 o'clock.
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THE FORGE MILL

The passing of the Forge & Mill in Muirkirk has already
been referred to in rhyme in these columns, and the last
act in the drama took place last Friday (12th December)
when the machinery, tools, and buildings were in the
hands of the auctioneers. The mill was amongst the first
and was the oldest working in Scotland. The hammer
itself went, under the hammer of the Auctioneer, at £94.

THUNDERSTORM AT GLENBUCK

Glenbuck was visited by a very severe thunderstorm on
Tuesday afternoon (24th June). A torrential rain,
accompanied by hailstones of solid ice and as large as
marbles, soon made the burns overflow their banks,
especially the one that flows past the school. The culvert
was unable to take away the water, which swept down
the Store Brae, tearing up the road, the debris forming a
bank at the foot of the brae. The water then made its way
towards Old School Row, Office Row, and Jubilee Row,
and some of the houses there were flooded. This
happened just as the miners were arriving home from
work, and they at once led the water into the Public
Park. At several parts the road was washed away to a
depth of three feet. The children coming out of the school
had to be carried over the water, which was fully
eighteen inches deep. On the other side of the village the
road was also flooded, but not to such an extent. Several
landslides occurred on the Douglas Road and on the
Hareshaw Hill. On a part of the road at Parishholm, near
the Dam, about thirty yards of the fence was forced into
the middle of the road by a slip on which there were
some young trees. Considerable devastation has also
been done by flooding in the approach to Glenbuck
House, while on Glenbuck Estate, as well as the
adjoining farm of Monkshead, all the sheep bridges have
been washed away. With the latter farm vehicle traffic
has been completely suspended, even parties on foot
having to take to the fields. The Douglas Water
overflowed its banks and ran into Glespin Pit. Ten men
were entombed thereby, but fortunately all were got out
in safety after some trying experiences. It was the most
severe storm that has visited the district within living
memory. Muirkirk completely escaped the storm.

FOOTBALL

For the first time in their history, Muirkirk Athletic
were into the quarter-finals of the Scottish Junior Cup—
no other local Junior team has reached this stage in the
competition. Athletic were drawn to Inverkeithing and
drew 1—1, the team being:—Rae; Dysart, Gebbie
Ramsay, Hogg, Crawford; Rennie, McNair, Raeside,
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Findlay, Barrie. In the replay at Ladeside Park on 18th
February, the game also ended in a 1—1 draw.

The second replay took place at Firhill Park, Glasgow,
when Muirkirk went down rather
unluckily. Nevertheless, it had been a great run by the
Muirkirk team. Interesting to note that Inverkeithing
went on to beat Dunnipace 1—oO0 in the final.

However, the Athletic were successful that year in
bringing silverware to the village, when in September at
Cumnock they beat Auchinleck Talbot in the final of the
Cumnock Cup by three goals to one. The Athletic team
was:—A. Park; Dysart, Crawford; Findlay, Hogg,
Anderson; R. Croshie, J. Crosbie, J. Park, Laidlaw,
Wallace.

AT THE PICTURES

The two big shows at Muirkirk Picture house were:—
"East Lynne" and "Les Miserables."

Mr JIMMY STRICKLAND

Manager, Grasshill Pit, Glenbuck
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1913

BIRTHS

POLLOCK.—At 11a Glaisnock Street, Cumnock on 9th March, to
Mrs John Pollock, of Muirkirk, a son.

MARRIAGES

SEYMOUR—RENNIE.—At Smallburn on 28th February, James
Seymour to Jean Rennie.

MCcLEOD-YOUNG.—At Masonic Hall on 20th June, William
McLeod to Nan Young.

TAYLOR—VALLANCE.—At Glasgow on 17th September,
Thomas Taylor to Margaret Samson (daughter of William
Vallance, Butcher).

MORTON—WEIR.—At Heathfield Muirkirk, on 1st October, John
Morton to Jennie Brown Weir (youngest daughter of J. S. Weir,
Heathfield, Muirkirk).

HIGGINS—STEVENS.—At St. Thomas' Church on 31st October,
George Higgins to Susan Steven.

DEATHS

FLOYD.—At Wee Torhill on 6th January, Janet Montgomery
Campbell (widow of Charles Floyd, in her 81st year).

BELL.—Accidently killed in Kames Pit on 10th January, Andrew
Bell (beloved son of Annie Gorlay), aged 25 years, of Bridge
Street.

HOLDEN.—Suddenly at Glasgow on 10th January, Nancy
(beloved daughter of David and Helen Holden, Kames Cottages,
Muirkirk, aged 23 years.

BLYTH.—At Ronaldo Place on 20th January, John Walker
(youngest son of John and Isabella Blyth), in his 4th year.

GIBSON.—At Ayr Hospital on 10th February, Agenes Gibson
(beloved sister of James Gibson Torbett), aged 25 years.

YOUNG.—At 20 Railway Terrace on 12th February, James
(youngest son of Archibald and Maggie Young), aged 13
months.

BARR.—At Manse Place, Glenbuck, on 1st April, Elizabeth Barr
(beloved daughter of James and Mary Barr), aged 14 years.

GIRDWOOD.—At Park Cottage on 1st April, William Girdwood
(beloved husband of Elizabeth Goidwood).

LAWSON.—At Edinburgh on 10th May, Jane Auld (beloved wife
of James Lawson, Main Street, Muirkirk), aged 69 years.

MUIR.—At Station Road, Muirkirk, on 10th May, Duncan Muir
(beloved husband of Martha Muir), aged 60 years.

LANCELLOS.—At Albert Place on 30th May, Edwin Lancellos,
aged 15 years.

McKINLAY.—At Kirkgreen on 23rd June, James McKinlay
(beloved husband of Margaret Currie).

PATRICK.—At St. Nicholas, Muirkirk, on 30th June, William
Patrick, aged 66 years.

McKINLAY.—At Kirkgreen, Muirkirk, on 11th July, Margaret
Currie, aged 61 years, relict of James McKinlay.

BROWN.—At Madeleine Place on 31st August, William Brown,
aged 23 years.

McCORMICK.—At Smallburn on 4th September, Barbara Stewart
(beloved wife of William McCormick), aged 57

MURDOCH.—At Main Street on 29th October, Bessie Kidd
Dundas (beloved wife of James Murdoch), aged 69 years.

CAMPBELL.—At Edinburgh on 19th October, Lizzie Campbell
(beloved daughter of James and Jessie Campbell, Linkieburn
House), aged 24 years.

GOURLAY.—At Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 7th November,
Helen Davidson (widow of David Gourlay), aged 82

BROWN.—At Garronhill on 8th December, Alexander Brown
(beloved husband of Mary Brown), aged 68 years.

-
- T=0

TOM BONE Glenbuck's Champion Quoiter
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CHAPTER SEVEN
(1914)

THE GREAT WORLD WAR

The big story of 1914 was, of course, the outbreak of World
War 1., and the people of Muirkirk were not to be found
wanting in their efforts to help the war effort. A local Parish
Relief Fund Committee was set up, and soon Muirkirk's
contribution, both financially and materially, was consider-
able, with functions of all kinds being held regularly to
augment the Fund, as well as collections for blankets, crock-
ery, etc., etc. In November, Wellwood House was made
available as a convalescent home, and twelve wounded Bel-
gium soldiers were the first residents. Nurse Cameron was in
constant attendance, and the Medical Attendant was Doctor
Carruthers. In December six families of Belgium refugees
were accommodated at the Southside. Hardly a week went
past without the youth of the village providing a volunteer for
the armed services. By the end of the year, 194 Muirkirk men
had enlisted, plus 21 from Glenbuck.

FOOTBALL

In the final of the Ayrshire Cup competition, Muirkirk
Athletic lost to Irvine Meadow by 2—1 at Rugby Park,
Kilmarnock. Athletic team:—A. Park; Hynd, Gebbie; Crosbie
Hogg, Crawford; Morton, Rennie, J. Park, Newbigging, Wal-
lace.

Athletic and Glenbuck Cherries met in the final of the
Cumnock & District Cup at Cumnock on 30th May. The game
ended in a goal-less draw. The replay took place the following
Wednesday, whenthe Cherrypickerswon by 1—0. The Teams
were:—Cherries—Docherty; Jas. Wallace, Bain; R. Barr,
JohnWallace James Davidson; W. Barr, Whitefield, Menzies,
John Davidson, Andrew Davidson. Athletic—A. Park; Hynd,
Crawford; Crosbie, Hogg, Woodburn; Rennie Morton, J.
Park, Hamilton, Wallace.

For the third time in eight days, Athletic met the Cherriesin
yet another final—the Mauchline Cup—which was played at
Station Park, Cumnock, and ended inagoal-less draw. The re-
play was held over until the following season.

In September the two great rivals met at Cumnock in the
postponed Mauchline Cup replay, and after a great game the
Athletic won by 2—1. And so for the first time in the history
of the village a Junior team had brought back some
silverware. Teams:—Cherries—Docherty; J. Wallace, Bone;
Bain, Barr, J. Davidson; A. Davidson, Weir, Menzies, Ander-
son, R. Wallace. Athletic—A. Park; Standring, Grant;
Crawford, Hogg, Fleming; Nish, Ward, J. Park, Davidson,
McCreadie. Weir scored for the Cherries, while McCreadie
and A. Park got the all important goals for the Athletic.

CO-OP. DIVIDEND—23/3 per £

SHOW OF PIT PONIES
The result of the show of pit horses at Kames Colliery
resulted:—
No. 1 Pit—Best Groomed Horse
1st (18 points) "Buller Driver D. Mitchell
2nd (13 ponts) "Jock" Driver P. Clifford
""Star" Driver J. Mitchell

"Prince" Driver H. Connor
3rd (11 ponts) "Danny" Driver D. Hendry
No. 2 Pit—
Best Groomed Horse and Best Kept Harness
1st (27 points) "Paddy" Driver R. Hill
2nd (24 points) "Soldier" Driver A. Walker
"Captain"  Driver G. McDonald

LAPRAIK MEMORIAL CAIRN

On Saturday afternoon last (18th July, 1914), several of the
members of the Lapraik Burns Club journeyed per brake to
Dalfram, the object being to visit the monumental cairn lately
erected to the memory of the Poet, John Lapraik, and to
formerly inaugurate the same. The President of the Club, Mr
Archibald Fairbairn, gave an admirable address, in which he
summarised the work done during the past two years, which
had resulted in the formation of the cairn, and incidentally
remarked that both it and the ground on which it was built was
now the property of the Club. In a sense it was a classic soil,
for it was certain that on a little hill nearby stood the dwelling
place of Lapraik. Here, amongst other stanes, lime, and debris
were found Lapraik's hearthstone and other things which only
belong to a dwelling house. Mr Fairbairn then explained all
about the building of the cairn, which is over 11 feet in height,
and built chiefly from the stones derived from the site of
Lapraik's house. Amongst those of the members who had
takena practical interest in the building, he could easily single
out Mr Thomas Weir, who was responsible for the plans
adopted to keep all safe in the jar built into the cairn, and he
expected Mr Weir's plan would be effectual. In the jar there
were the following:—

(1) History of the Lapraik Burns Club, No. 56 of the Burns
Federation, by the Secretary, Mr Hugh Bell.

(2) Two "Muirkirk Advertisers."

(3) Abstracts of the Parish Council and School Board for
13-14.

(4) Two of the Club's Greetings, 1904, 1914.

(5) A piece of wood from the Auld Brig of Ayr, from
James Clark, Esq., Crossflatt.

(6) "Muirkirk in Bygone Days," by J. G. A. Baird, Esqg., of
Wellwood.

Mr Thomas Weir, the father and poet laureate of the Club,
expressed great pleasure in being there, where, 129 years ago,
honest-hearted auld Lapraik had his home. Mr Weir repeated
all the epistles betwixt Burns and Lapraik in his own surpass-
ing style, and referred to the meeting of the poets, probably in
1785. Our poet was the oldest in the list of the contemporaries
of Burns, and was much loved by the National Poet for his
sterling qualities.
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He was indeed Burns' model in "A Man's a Man for a' That."

Mr C. Bell traced in pretty full detail the history of the
Lapraik family since La Privic (according to tradition a
Frenchman who had come in Queen Mary's retinue to Leith
and Edinburgh in 1561), bought Dalfram. His great grandson,
the "sclandered man," is mentioned in "Muirkirk in Bygone
Days" as living in 1661. His son again and the father of the
poet is also mentioned there in connection with the Session's
minutes of 1704. The poet was born in 1727, and died in
1807. Mr Bell, in connection with the poet and Burns, men-
tioned about the Post Office, the mail route at the time to
Douglas Mill, Lapraik's son who was a farmer in Darnhunch,
and another son of the poet, "Cooper Lapraik," who was
seized by the British Press Gang at Troon and was long a
prisoner in France. The farmer in Darnhunch had a son whom
many still remembered. He was known to the older generation
as "Baker Lapraik," and the latter had also a son, who may yet
be alive. If so, he is the great grandson of the poet. Certain it
is descendants in the female line still reside in Ayrshire.

Mr Pringle briefly described the formation of the Lapraik
Burns Club 21 years ago, and ran its history up to date.

At a convenient height on the cairn is fixed a brass tablet
upon which the following is neatly inscribed inside a neat
border, the two top pieces being each formed by a Scotsthistle,
while the plough occupies a prominent position at the bottom
of the inscription:—"This cairn was erected A.D. 1914, by the
Lapraik Burns Club of Muirkirk, to mark the spot where stood
the house of "Bauld Lapraik™ the friend of the Poet, Robert
Burns.

But if the beast and branks be spar'd
Till kye gaun without the herd,
An' a' the vittal in the yard,
An' theekit right,
I mean your ingle-side to guard
Ae winter night."

R NG 1], (FTT [
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REPLENISHING THE EARTH

A very rare occurrence took place in Muirkirk on Wednes-
day (23rd September) of last week, when Mrs James G.
Torbett, Smallburn, gave birth to triplets—all boys. Dr
Carruthers was in attendance, and whether by way of encour-
agement or to show his appreciation of the honour of being a
participator in such an unique event, the worthy doctor
"hanselled" each youngster by putting half-a-sovereign in his
hand. Mrs Torbett at least comes off prolific stock, her mother
having given birth to thirteen sons and daughters, including
twins. Unfortunately the triplets died on the Wednesday after-
noon, and all concerned were deeply grieved at their early
demise.

BELGIUM WARRIORS AT WELLWOOD

At the beginning of the War the use of Wellwood House
was offered to the War Office authorities as a convalescent
home for wounded soldiers, and the offer having been ac-
cepted, nine wounded men arrived at Muirkirk Station from
Stobhill Hospital on Thursday evening last (29th October),
and were recorded a great reception by about half the popu-
lace, the town being practically empty. On Thursday evening
the men were met by Mr Baird, and on Tuesday evening by Mr
Grant, butler. Some of the men are suffering from wounds, but
lumbago and bronchitis as aresult of lying in the trenches, and
shattered nerves, are worse ailments. Their ages range from
21 to 24, and all were in the fighting line in Belgium round
Termonde, Louvain, etc. Some have had great experiences. Of
the twelve at Wellwood, eleven are Belgiums and one a
Glasgow Yeoman. All the Belgiums except one are infantry-
men, the one exception had three horses shot from under
him. Nine of the eleven speak French, the other two
Flemish. Some of the Belgiums are miners, one is a pipe-
maker, and three are other tradesmen. All are completely
ignorant of the fate or whereabouts of their relatives. One man
left his wife and two children in Louvain, and is naturally very
anxious to know about them. As may be imagined, the sol-
diers are very comfortable in Wellwood House. Nurse
Cameron, lately District Nurse here, is in constant attendance,
while Dr Carruthers is the medical attendant. Wellwood House
being recognised as a convalescent home under the War
Office, the men are under strict rules, and there are certain
boundaries beyond which they are not allowed to go, villages
and public houses being prohibited, and the men are not
allowed any stimulants. In a word, they are here to get well,
and in this we wish them Godspeed.

GENT.'S HAIRCUTTING PRICES

Shaving ... 2d
Haircutting ........ccocoovvveiivcein, 4d
Beard Trimmimg .......ccocvvvniennnn 3d
SINGEING ... 4d
Shampoo ....cccoveeneeeie d
Boys' Haircutting ........cc.ccoevvenene 2d

Razor Set—4d
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REFUGEES AT SOUTHSIDE

Six families of Belgium refugees are now comfortably
accommodated on the Southside. Arriving at the Station they
were met by Mr Young, Dr Carruthers, Mr Phillips, and
several of the local Ministers, and escorted to the Ironworks
Institute, where they enjoyed a substantial dinner, being later
on conducted to their respective temporary homes in Kames
Row. There are five husbands and wives with their
families. There are thirty persons in all, and these occupy six
houses. All are Roman Catholics. Seven are now working
every day. Several of the children are attending the local
school. Flemish is evidently their natural tongue, while their
knowledge of English is very scanty, they seem to get on not
so badly with the Scottish language.

They were well represented at the lecture on "Belgium"
held in the Ironworks Institute on Monday evening, and while
the lecture would be pretty much unintelligible to them, the
pictures seemed to appeal to their hearts, and although unable
to express their feelings in words, several did so in tears,
probably caused by the sightand thought of ruined homes. The
scene was rather pathetic, and brought the war and its horrors
just a little nearer or own doors. It is to be hoped these
strangers will be made as comfortable as possible while they
may be "driven from home" for the present, but that, with a
speedy end of the war and the deliverance from the oppres-
sors, much success will be theirs when they return to their own
country.

WITH THE MINERS

The Kames No. 1 Pit Rescue Brigade in 1914 consisted of
Hugh Bell, Robert Gordon, William Thomson, John
McCallum, and Henry Hastings.

LOCAL STATISTICS (1913)
Births ..o 112
(Lowest since 1857)
Marriages .....ccoorrvivevererriens 38
Deaths .......cocoevveniiciiniiens 53

SCHOOLBOARD

The election for seven places on the Muirkirk School Board
resulted:—

Young, John, Sen ........cccoevvenenne 1124
Henderson, Rev. John .................. 787
Stitt, Mr David ........cccoeevvivenne, 771
WilSON, MIS ...vvieeiiiccie e 635
Greenshields, Rev. James............. 628
Dundas, Rev. John .........ccoeeueenee. 591
McCall, Mr John ........ccceevvineenen. 477

Out of an electorate of 1022, 776 polled.

EMPIRE BAR

In April, Mr James Myron, Motherwell, was granted a new
licence for the Empite Bar.

DRAUGHTS
Muirkirk exile, John Henderson, won the Western
Pennsylvenia Draughts tournament in the U.S.A.

SCHOOL ROLL
Main Street Schoo .............. 1248
Furnace Road School .......... 546
Glenbuck Public School....... 157
Wellwood School .................. 24

WELLWOOD HOUSE, MUIRKIRK
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LOCAL STATISTICS —
1914

BIRTHS

PHILIPS.—At Auldhouseburn on 23rd January, the wife of
James Philips, a daughter.

YOUNG.—At Parsonstown House, Muirkirk, on 16th April,
to Mr and Mrs Robert Young, a son.

MARRIAGES

JAMES SYMINGTON to MARGARET STEVEN on 31st
December.

HUGH SAMSON to CRAWFORD GILFILLAN on 24th
June.

WILLIAM DUNBAR to MARGARET YOUNG on 6th No-
vember.

THOMASRAEto JEANNIE McCLYMONT at Kirkburnhead
on 30th December.
DEATHS

ANDERSON.—At Main Street on 1st January, Elizabeth
(Thomson) Anderson, aged 75 years.

WALLACE.—AtBIlyth's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 27th March,
Alexander Brown Wallace, aged 1 year and 7 months.

GIBSON.—At Blyth's Buildings, Main Street, on 1st March,
Peggy Burnside Gibson, aged 11 months.

HENDRY.—At Main Street on 5th March, John Hendry, aged
67 years.

MILLAR.—At Main Street on 8th March, Andrew Millar,
aged 71 years.

TAYLOR.—At Cunningham House on 13th March, Eliza-
beth Martin Wilson Taylor.

SAMSON.—At Old Terrace, on 17th March, Annie Wilson
Samson.

EDMONSTON.—AtMossend Place on 27th May, wee James
Edmonston, aged 15 months.

ANDERSON.—At Smallburn on 19th June, Jane Samson
Anderson, aged 69 years.

LAWSON.—At Main Street on 20th June, Margaret Bell
Lawson, aged 38 years.

ROSS.—At Main Street on 5th July, David Ross, aged 28
years.

CRINGAN.—At Main Street on 19th July, Robert Cringan,
aged 56 years.

SWANN.—AtWellwood Street, on 22nd July, William Swann,
aged 89 years.

LOVE.—At Torhill on 6th September, Hugh Love, aged 66 .

BLYTH.—AtRonaldo Place, on 27th September, John Blyth,
aged 42 years.

WHITE.—At Clark Place, on 18th September, Agnes White.

MURRAY.—At Glasgow on 4th October, Henry W. Murray,
aged 67 years.

MURRAY.—At Springhill Terrace, on 18th October, Janet
Murray, aged 12 years.

WILSON.—At Glasgow Road on 28th October, Jane (Murray)
Wilson, aged 44 years.

McCULLOCH.—AtFleming Cottage, on 20th October, James
McCulloch, aged 70 years.

MACKIN.—At Co-op. Buildings, Muirkirk, on 6th Decem-
ber, Sarah (Higgins) Mackin, aged 30 years.

BELL.—At Main Street on 4th December, Mrs Nell, aged 76.
years

GARDEN COMPETITION

To encourage his tennants in Glenbuck to take a greater
interest in gardening, Mr Howatson offerd prizes for the best
flower plots. The winners were:—
1st—Constable Forsyth, Rowanbank.
2nd—Mr John Barr, 9 Jubilee Row.
3rd—Miss Park, 10 Jubilee Row.
4th—Mr Robert Murdoch, 6 Jubilee Row.

PARISH CHURCH
On 5th July, Muirkirk Parish Church celebrated its cente-
nary with a special service. The present ediface had been
opened for worship in June, 1814.

KAMES MISSION CHURCH

In January, 1914, Rev. William N. Neill was appointed
Minister to replace Rev. P. M. Beaton, who had been trans-
ferred to Strathaven.

Mrs FETTES, Schoolteacher
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CHAPTER EIGHT
(1915)

THE GREAT WAR

The First World War was still casting a dark shadow over
the community as awhole, and hardly a week seemed to pass
without some bad news coming from the front. Muirkirk's
young men paid a heavy price in lives in the fight against the
Germans in France and Belgium. The War Relief effort in
Muirkirk was spearheaded by the Rev. John Henderson,
Minister at Muirkirk Parish Church, and some sterling work
was done by the Church Woman's Guild, with other local
organisations doing their bit, too. The money raised was
averaging over £100 per month, and it was thought that the
effort was unequalled for a comparable community in the
country.

As well as money, knitted garments, blankets, etc., etc.,
were also regularly sent to the front from Muirkirk.

A Roll of Honour published in January showed that 254
young men with a Parish connection had enlisted for H.M.
Forces—atruly amazing total foravillage the size of Muirkirk.

FOOTBALL

For the second time in three years Muirkirk Athletic
reached the sixth round (quarter-finals) of the Scottish Junior
Cup competition, but lost to Glasgow Parkhead 2—0. Team—
Hamilton; Standring, Grant; Crawford, Hogg, Fleming;
Rennie, Ward, Park, Davidson, Nish.

The Athletic again met Glenbuck Cherrypickers in the
final of the Ayrshire Cup at Rugby Park, Kilmarnock. The
game ended in a 2—2 draw, but in the replay Athletic won
1—a0. Athletic—A. Park; Standring, Grant; Crawford, Hogg,
Fleming; Rennie, Ward, Davidson, Newbigging,
Nish. Cherries—R. Barr; J. Wallace, Bain; Weir, W. Barr,
James Davidson, A. Davidson, W. Wallace, Menzies, Ander-
son, R. Wallace. Nish got the all-important goal for the
Athletic.

It had been a very successful season for the Athletic. They
had played 29 games, won 19, drawn 5, and lost only
five. Their goal tally was 55 for the loss of 23.

In August the Athletic Committee decided not to play in
the 1915-16 season, much to the disappointment of local
enthusiasts. The decisiontakenwasadirect result of the War,
which had caused fallen gates, and more importanr, a short-
age of players.

CO-OPERATIVE PURCHASE

The property at the foot of Glasgow Road and Main Street
(next to the Empire Bar), which belonged to the late Miss
Begg (part of which was the Old Smithy), was sold by public
auction. It was bought by Muirkirk Co-operative Society for
£225. Readers will remember it was the new offices, drapery
department, bakery shop, etc.

SOME OLD LOCAL LEGENDS

By Thomas Floyd,
Author of "Cairntable Rhymes

As far as | can remember there was a legend currentamong
the "Auld Folks" in the village that, when the road between
Muirkirk and Sanquhar was completed the stagecoach made
one trip and then abandoned it.

However, from an Edinburgh Almanac, dated 1829, | find
there was a regular posting service between Glasgow and
Carlisle via Muirkirk and Sanquhar. Post-horses were sta-
tioned at Strathaven, Sanquhar, Dumfries, and Gretna
Green. There was also a posting service between Edinburgh
and Ayr via Carnwath and Muirkirk. Post-horses were sta-
tioned at Carnwath, Douglas-mill, and Old Cumnock.

There was also a carrier service between Edinburgh and
Muirkirk. Carriers left Edinburgh for Muirkirk every Tues-
day, and left Muirkirk for Edinburgh on the same day. Their
headquarters were at Wilson's, 116 Grassmarket, Edinburgh,
and at The Inn, Muirkirk. Muirkirk at that time boasted a Post
Office, A. McCaul being the Postmaster. Letters were also
despatched from Edinburgh to Muirkirk on Sundays, Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays.

Letters were also despatched from Muirkirk to Edinburgh
on the same days. Letters were delivered in the village on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays—one delivery each
day. Glenbuck is not mentioned. We have made great strides
since then, with our trains, motors, and numerous
postmen. Were our grandfathers to come back from the Great
Beyond itwould be difficult to make them believe this was the
same world they departed from less than a century ago.

Another legend that went the rounds was that during the
"killing times" in Scotland a trooper was pursuing a Cov-
enanter round the foot of Cairntable when the trooper plunged
into the Boiling Well, and was drowned, horse and all. Now,
anyone visiting the well at the present time would be at a loss
to understand how such a legend originated, because this once
curious and interesting natural phenomenon has been allowed
to dwindle to the dimensions of an ordinary hill drain but fifty
years ago it was a round deep pool, a dozen feet or more in
diameter. The whole of its bed was covered with large aboli-
tions of churning sand and water, giving it the appearance of
a boiling cauldron. Hence its name. At that time it was a
favourite resort of the villagers. On the Sunday afternoons
large numbers visited it to pree its waters and enjoy the
glorious view of the hill and moor. The auld folk sat on its
heathy margin and "ca'd the crack,” while the young folks
commandeered a fir pole from the nearest sheep brig and
pushed it down through the churning sand and then released
it, when the pressure of the water sent it bounding into the
air. "Tossing the caber,"” they called it. Now, if the well was
of such dimensions fifty years ago, it would probably be larger
and deeper in the 17th century. So there may be some truth in
the legend after all.

A popular legend was that a keg of whisky was buried
somewhere in the vicinity of the Sanquhar Brig. According to
the legend it was buried there by a smuggler who intended
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to remove it when an opportunity occurred. The opportunity
never came. The smuggler was caught and transported to
Botany Bay, and the whisky still reposes in its peaty bed, as it
was often searched for, but never found. Some day it may be
found, and, from its age, should be worth sampling.

Another was that the first sod of the Wellwood Pit was cut
on the day the Battle of Waterloo was fought. It would be
interesting if this legend could be authenticated. In our grand-
fathers' time this pit was known as the Engine Pit, in our
fathers' time as the Big Pit. It now enjoys the proud title of
Wellwood No. 1.

Itistold thata man once lived in the village who was of such
gigantic proportions that he could push his hand into a sack of
meal and lift a whole peck on his open palm (German liars
please note). Curiously enough his name was Little.

The village had also its strong man (a farmer) who was
endowed with such prodigious strength that one day, while
carting turnips from the field, the horse and cart slipped into
a bog hole. He immediately "buckled tae," and succeeded in
lifting both horse and cart on to terra firma. On another
occasion, while carting coal from Glenbuck, he lifted such an
immense piece of coal that its weight caused his feet to sink
down into the hard turnpike road. He was also impervious to
the sensation of pain. One day, while ploughing, one of the
horses trampled on his foot and broke the bone of his
instep. Nothing daunted, he took off his boot, put on an old
slipper, and finished his day's ploughing, with the broken foot
going flip-flap all the time. Another day while thrashing inthe
barnacorn pickle flew into hiseye. He never knew itwas there
till it began to grow and sprout. This remarkable worthy was
known to this day as M-h-se.

A village worthy had such a long tongue that he could wipe
his nose, take a mote out of his eye, and tickle his ears with
it. He was known to this day as the Old Gardener.

Another worthy had such a long nose that while standing at
Kay's corner he had to press it to the side to allow people to get
past. He was known to this day as Ringan Tinnock.

A legend that puzzled my young brain was that every time
the "Leeshaw Stane™ heard the Kirk bell ringing it walked
done to the River Ayrand took adrink (Do you see the point?).

No doubt some of the above stories look rather tall, but |
have jotted them down exactly as | heard them related by
certain auld residenters of fifty years ago.

SPECIAL CONSTABLES
In May, the following were enlisted as Special Constables:

William Vallance John McCulloch
John Young John Cairney
George Taylor John Kerr

Alex. Vallance John H. Preston
Robert K. Wilson David B. Greenwood
Walter Weir

AT THE CINEMA
Charlie Chaplin in "Tillie's Punctured Romance."

NEW WORKS MANAGER

With the departure of Mr John Angus, after a stay of some
45 years, a successor has been appointed in Mr Dugald Baird,
who has occupied a similar position at Lugar for some time,
and Mr Baird and his family took up residence at Kameshill
last week-end. In recounting some reminiscences before he
left, Mr Angus touched on the history of the Parish before and
after hisadvent. It may be sufficient meantime to say that after
his arrival in Muirkirk, Mr Angus changed the motive power
of the forge and mill from water to steam, this in 1871—the
year after he came. In 1879 the ammonia works started. In
1870the only pitswere Wellwood, Crossflatt, and Maidenbank,
and Stottincleuch Mine. Since then eight pits have been sunk,
also Lightshaw Mine—Two at Kames, two at Glenbuck, and
four at Lightshaw. The population of the Parish in 1870 was
3253, and the valuation was £14866 in 1901 the population
was 5670, and the valuation £30,400. Since then, however, a
backward step has been taken, and in 1914-15 the population
is estimated at 4730, and the valuation £27,000, while the
forge and mill disappeared. Some years ago electric lights
were introduced at the Works, as also at Glenbuck and Kames
Pits.

RETIRAL
Rev. John Dundas retired after 37 years as Minister of
Chalmers U.F. Church in Main Street (where stood the Regal
Cinema on ground now the car park next to the Co-operative.

NEW JANITOR
Mr Alex. McLean was appointed Janitor at the Ironworks
Institute. There were 280 applications for the vacancy.

IRONWORKS FLOWER SHOW
The Ironworks Horticultural Society held their annual
exhibition in September, and we note—

Thomas Findlay won 9 1sts, 3 2nds, and 2 3rds with Vegeta-

bles.

Robert Wilson won 29 1sts and 1 3rd in the Flower Section.

The prize for the Best Vegetable Garden went to Wm.
Dunsmuir.

Mr JOHN COLTHART




CAIRNTABLE ECHOES 33

LOCAL STATISTICS—1915

BIRTHS
SEYMOUR.—At Inglewood on 25th January, to Lieut. and
Mrs C. Seymour, a son.

BONE.—At Smallburn on 17th June, wife of John Bone, a
daughter.

HENDERSON.—Atthe Manse on 30th September, the wife of
the Rev. John Henderson, a daughter.

YOUNG.—At Parsonstown House on 23rd December, to Mr
and Mrs Robert Young, a daughter.

MARRIAGES
JAMES GREENSHIELDSto ANNE ANDERSON MURPHY
on 29th January.

ROBERT CLARK to MARION (minnie) GEMMELL on 10th
June.

JOHN SMITH McGILL to MARY FINDLAY on 1st October

DEATHS

YOUNG.—ALt Parsonstown House on 5th January, wee Jim,
aged 2 years 5 months (son of Robert and Mary Young).

WILLIAMSON.—At 18 Midhouse Terrace on 18th January,
Elizabeth Murdoch, aged 41 years.

HASTIE.—At Rowanbank, Glenbuck, on 14th January, Annie
Graham.

LOCKHART.—On 27th February, James Lockhart, aged 58
years (of 2 White's Row).

STEIN.—At 29 New Terace, on 26th February, Jeannie Stein,
aged 17 years.

MCcINTYRE.—At Garronhill, on 22nd March, Donald
Mclntyre.

LAW.—At Wellwood Street on 30th March, James (infant son
of of James and Christine Law).

MCcKENZIE.—At Main Street on 18th March, James McKenzig,
aged 6 years.

PARK.—At Smallburn on 20th March, Sarah Gibson, aged 65

LOGGIE.—At Helena Cottage on 9th May, James Loggie,
aged 71 years.

DEMPSTER.—At Kirkgreen on 12th June, William Demp-
ster, aged 59 years.

ADAMSON.—Killed in action in Belgium, Hugh Murdoch
Anderson, aged 23 years.

McLACHLAN.—Killed in action at Flanders on 16th June,
James McLACHLAN.

TAYLOR.—At Main Street on 2nd July, George Taylor, aged
63 years.

KERR.—Killed in action on 9th July, James Kerr (Grocer's
son).

THOMSON.—At Bankend on 23rd July, Robert Thomson,
aged 3 years.

BROWN.—Accidentally killed at Thankerton Colliery on
28th July, Alexander Brown, aged 60 years.

HOGG.—Killed in action on 12th July, James Hogg, of 50
New Terrace.

COWAN.—At 28 New Terace on 8th August, Robina
Armstrong.

HENDRY .—Killed in action on 15th July, William Hendry,
aged 29 years.

HILL.—At Springhill Terace on 9th August, John Hill, aged
53 years.

CALDOW.—At Morton Place on 16th August, David
Caldow, aged 72 years.

COLLOW.—As a result of wounds received in action, Hugh
Collow, aged 22 years.

STRATHEARN.—At 28 Springhill Terrace on 11th Septem-
ber, Hugh Strathearn, aged 67 years.

MURDOCH.—At Clark Place on 24th September, John
Murdoch, aged 34 years.

MURDOCH.—At The Square on 13th September, Andrew
Murdoch, aged 74 years.

FERGUSON.—Killed in action in France on 25th September,
Dan Ferguson, aged 20 years.

HARVEY .—AtMid Wellwood on 23rd October, John Harvey,
aged 86 years.

McINTOSH.—As a rsult of wounds received in action, David
Mclntosh, aged 20 years (of 28 Kames Row).

CRINGAN.—Accidentally killed in Kennox Colliery on 5th
November, Robert Cringan, aged 14 years.

GIBNEY.—Killed in action in France on 25th September,
Hugh Gibney.

LAWSON.—K:illed on active service in Dardanelles, James
Lawson, aged 20 years (of Lightshaw).

LINDSAY.—At 19 Midhouse Terrace on 25th Decem-
ber, Margaret Mills, aged 73 years.

NEILSON.—At Burnside on 5th December, Annie
Domigan aged 52 years.

The peacock spreads his tail and squawks;
Pigs squeal, and robins sing;
And even serpents know enough
To hiss before they sting.
Yet man, the greatest masterpiece
That nature could devise,
Will often stop and hesitate
Before he'll advertise
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CHAPTER NINE
(1916)

THE WAR EFFORT

A great deal of effort was made to raise funds for the War
Relief Committee, and the people worked relentlessly to see
that the soldiers overseas were not denied the material things
in life. The second annual general meeting of the Committee
produced some interesting statistics. In a space of two years,
the grand total of £2937 0s 3d had been raised in the village—
which was a tremendous effort, indeed. In addition, over
17,000 articles of clothing, etc., had been made locally—of
which Muirkirk had produced, 14,255 and Glenbuck 3,007-a
total of 17,262 articles. The number of Belgium refugees
under the local Committee at this time numbered 50, and
comprised nine families.

The total mentioned (£2937 Os 3d) did represent the war
liberality of the Parish, for each Committee has received or
raised money, and the Parish had helped various functions
from time to time. The following statement will give a fair
idea of the response of the people of Muirkirk during the two-
year period:—

(1) Raised by the Finance Committee ............ £2937 3
(2) Raised by the Belgium Committee ................. 91 2 6
(3) Raised by the Industrial Committee ............ 237 13 4
(4) Various Flag Days ........ccccoceevreerneierenenes 216 12 1
(5) Per Carnival Committee..........cocevvrvreruennn. 198 1 3
(6) Cumnock Free Gift Sale .........ccccoevrivrnrennn. 8 0 0
(7) Craigie House Fete.........ccocvvvrernvninenieiancns 60 0 O
(8) Rents by Kennox Colliery ........cccccovvvvernnnne 1812 0
(9) Rents allowed free by Wm.. Baird & Co.....910 0 0

£4754 1 5

WOMEN AT WORK

(11th May Issue)

In these strenuous times, when the aid of women is being
called in to assist in keeping the wheels turning, as well as the
fires burning, Muirkirk is "falling in," although she may not
have her chaffeuse, etc. Women at pitheads have been quite
common in many districts long before there were any signs of
war, but we are not just that length yet. However, several
women are now employed cleaning engines in the sheds at the
Station, two are employed at the Slag Hill, two have been at the
Sawmill at the Works for some time; we have a postwoman
nowadays, while the gentler sex have been introduced into the
Works Office, to fill places rendered vacant through enlist-
ment, etc.

THE GRIM REAPER

Between New Year's Day and 19th January, 1916, ten
deaths were registered. During, 1913, 1914, and 1915, it was
the end of February before ten had been reached

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

A report of the Golden Wedding of Mr and Mrs John
Williamson revealed some interesting information. Mr and
Mrs Williamson were married in the Mason's Arms in June,
1866. Mrs Williamson's grandmother lived in Megslea at
Auldhouseburn. Megslea Cottage had at that time (1916) long
disappeared, but was situated on the old Golf Course. Mr
Williamson saw the first train steam into Muirkirk on the G. &
S. W. Railway. The first engine drew a load of trucks, and this
was followed by another engine with a carriage and what he
took to be officials. There was no tunnel at the Station in those
days—there was only a level crossing. Midhouse Row and all
the Terraces were builtin his day, although the Old Linkieburn,
The Square, and the Castle existed long before him. The canal
boats were in full "steam™ in those days, and his father assisted
in the filling of them with coal at the Waukmill, from whence
they were hauled to the Ironworks by horses walking along the
canal banks. At the time the power for the Forge and the Mill
was got from water wheels.

Another golden wedding report brought more interesting
data to readers. The couple concerned were Mr and Mrs James
Hamilton, Toll Cottage, Smallburn. Mr Hamilton was em-
ployed by the Railway Co., and his first job was on the road in
front of the Red Row. Instead of the roadway that passed under
the railway before the tunnel was made, access to the Southside
was got by means of a level crossing, and the road in front of
the Red Row went straight ahead. Mr Hamilton was first
employed in opening and shutting by hand the gates in connec-
tion with the railway traffic at the Iron Works, while there was
another set of gates just parallel, wrought with a wheel from a
signal box, controlling the G. & S. W. Railway lines. Some
four years later (about 1880) the tunnel was opened and Mr
Hamilton's services were requisitioned on the platform of the
Old Station (where now is situated the house at the car track)
as a porter.

GLENBUCK MINING
From the Issue of 31st August:-

Some excitement is now being caused by the re-opening of
the Glenbuck Coalfield. Last week, after the "Pug" had been in
for the first time since the Galawhistle stopped, it was the
favourite walk up the Brae. A start was made last Friday to
unload the material required. It is said that the name of the
Company is to be "Burnbank Coal Co."

And in 7th December Issue:—

The New Company—Work is progressing with the New Co.
in Glenbuck. The haulage is now started, the first rake being
taken up the Brae last week.

ADVERT.—
Greenwood's 1916 Cars—>5 Seater Fords
From Only £135
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THE LATE MR THOMAS BONE

The Quoiting Champion of the World

The sons of Glenbuck have won fame in many spheres; but
in the realm of sport, considering the population, the village is
perhaps without rival in the production of men who have
reached the high water mark.

Itis our sad duty to-day (November 30th Issue) to refer to the
death of an illustrious native, one of the brightest lights the
quoiting world has ever known, viz.: Mr Thomas Bone, the
undisputed Champion of Great Britain, which sad event took
place in his native village on Tuesday of last week. Tommy
was a miner to trade, and several years ago he received an
injury to one of his eyes while at work, losing the sight of it. He
never seemed to fully recover from the accident, and for a
about a year he has been an invalid, the end coming as above
stated, much to the regret of all who knew him.

Tom Bone was born in Glenbuck 48 years ago, and has
always resided there. He came into the limelight in the quoiting
circles when he was twenty years of age, playing his first stake
match in 1888 at Cumnock with the renowned James McMurdo,
and won by 61—42. Since that time he has always been in the
fore in the realm of quoiting, and he had few if any equals,
having defeated all who came before him. He first won the
Scottish Championship from Watters of Lochgelly in 1889, at
Glasgow, defeating the Fife man by 61—58. Watters was
undoubtedly his most notable opponent, and many an historic
battle they had. In other Championship matches he played with
Andrew Connel of Darvel, Robert Kirkwood of Banknock, and
the present Champion of Scotland (the title having been
relinquished by the subject of this sketch owing to ill-health)—
Richard McBride of Galston, meeting the latter in four big
matches, winning three times and losing once, this at East
Calder, by 61—58. One of the most historical matches ever
played in Scotland was that for the Championship of Great
Britain, between Tom Bone and James Hood of Liverpool, the
English Champion, the match taking place at Motherwell
about eight years ago. In such deadly form did the Glenbuck
marvel play that day that the English Champion was seldom
allowed an opportunity to score, and the Englishman was
defeated by 61—27.

Bone also held the record for the Ballochmyle Silver Quoit,
having won it no fewer than 14 times—a record which in all
probability will never be equalled. His name is also engraved
on the Howard-de-Walden Cup no less than six times. In
tournament play he was peerless, and has competed at all the
principal events. In the premier quoiting tournament of Scot-
land, held annually at Darvel, he competed for four medals,
which must be won twice before becoming one's own
property. Of these he won two outright, and on the last occa-
sion he competed he beat his opponent, Robertson, by 15 shots
to nil in the final.

His last appearance in the ring was with John Durney at
Barrmill in an exhibition game, fully a year ago, but as Tom
was far from well, and had the sight of but one eye he was
unable to do himself justice, and this proved to be his last game.

Many an exciting game of practice has been seen at Glen-

buck, firstly between Tom and his brother James, who now
resides in Motherwell, where Tom was a great favourite, and
latterly with Matt. Park, now with the colours. James espe-
cially was very little behind Tom in ability. Tom was unmar-
ried, and resided with his sister in Glenbuck.

CAMP SHOOTING TRAGEDY

At Richmond (Yorkshire) Police Court last week (Septem-
ber 20) Private Frederick Burt, Royal Scots Fusiliers, was sent
on trial on a charge of the wilful murder of Bugler Robert
Preston, sixteen, of the same Regiment. When warned by the
Orderly Sergeant for guard duty on the night of August 25 the
accused refused, and followed the Sergeant out with hisrifle. Not
finding him, he returned to his hut, and covering his comrades
in bed with his rifle, threatened to shoot the first one who
looked up. He was given biscuits and cigarettes to coax him,
but of no avail. To show that he was in earnest he fired a shot
through the end, just missing Sergeant Galloway outside. He
then fired another through the door, the bullet entering another
hutand striking Preston on the shoulder, killing him. It may not
be generally known that the victim of this tragedy is a younger
brother of Gunner John H. Preston, our local hairdresser,
presently on service. The Prestons, of course, belong to
Kilmaurs. Another feature in the incident that connects it with
Muirkirk is the fact that it was Private John Short who wounded
and disarmed Burt immediately after the tragedy.

REMOVAL OF OLD LANDMARK

The old chimney stack of the Davy Pit, Glenbuck, which had
weathered the storm and tempest for over 40 years was felled
on 24th August by the employees of the new Colliery. It was
a landmark which could be seen for miles around, but its
condition was unsafe, and it was accordingly brought down.

THE LATE MR WILLIAM PEARSON

The death on 17th November signalled the loss of another
well-known and highly-respected businessman in the person
of Mr William Pearson, Draper, Muirkirk. Mr Pearson was a
native of Cumnock, and came to Muirkirk about 1878, taking
over the Draper and Clothing business at the corner of Glasgow
Road and Main Street (now Trotter's). He was a good friend of
the U.F. Church although he would never accept an office in
the Church, he was for the long period of 32 years Superintend-
ent of the Sabbath School. Mr Pearson was a J.P. for the
County; Chairman of the Muirkirk Gas Light Co. Treasurer of
the Merchants' Association; and a member of the Old Age
Pensioners' Association.

DEFUNCT
The "Cumnock News" ceased publication after 36 years
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SCHOOL ROLL
The School Roll in 1916 was made up as follows—
Main Street ........cccevevveeeneenne, 235
Furnace Road...........c..c........ 546
Wellwood ..........ccoeevvvviininnns 26
Glenbuck ......ccooeeviviviireen, 169

GARDEN COMPETITION
A competition organised by the Ironworks Horticultural
Society for the best vegetable garden resulted:—
1. Thomas Findlay (93 points).
2. (Equal) Thomas Morrison (92 points)
William Dunsmuir (90 points)

3. (Equal) Hugh Moreland (87 points),
William Hill (86 points).

SEEN AND HEARD
Mr David Taylor was appointed Greenkeeper at Muirkirk
Bowling Club.

Mr James Phillips, M.A., resigned as Headmaster at Fur-
nace Road School, a post he held for three years. He takes up
a similar position at Kirkintilloch.

Sgt. John Halliday was awarded the Military Medal in
connection with bomb throwing in France.

Mr J. F. Gordon, M.A., was appointed Headmaster at
Furnace Road School. Mr Gordon was previously at
Hutcheson's Girls' Grammar School, Glasgow.

JOHN BROWN'S MEMORIAL

AT PRIESTHILL

SEEN AND HEARD

Alex. Dean, Gent.'s Hairdresser, closed his business in
Main Street.

The funeral of Marion Fleming, Bankhead, took place to
the Parish Churchyard on 1st April.

A Muirkirk miner who left the village in 1901 and entered
the Police Force in Manchester has been promoted to the rank
of Inspector. He was John Maxwell.

On 22nd January a fire severely damaged the home of Mr
Robert Thomson, Morton Place (where now stands the Day
Centre).

Rev. John Alexander, M.A., appointed Minister at Kames
Mission Church.

Co-operative Dividend was 3/- per £1.

Local man, Mr Donald McDougall, won a Gold Medal in a
singing competition in the City Hall, Glasgow.

The following teachers tendered their resignations:—

Miss Burrows (Furnace Road)
Miss Prentice (Main Street)
Miss McLean (Cookery Teacher)

In a Quoiting challenge match for £20 John Kilpatrick,
Muirkirk, beat James Weir, Auchinleck, 61-64.

To help the War Effort local miners decided to postpone
their annual holiday.

At Glenbuck, ina Penny Pitching Contest, David Bain beat
W. Brown 11-7.

The death was announced of the Rev. John Dundas, for-
merly of Main Street U.F. Church.

At a public roup in the Temperance Hall, the property
in the Smallburn known as Ashbank Cottage was disposed of
to Mrs Holden, Kames Cottages, for £214.

MORTON PLACE

FURNACE ROAD—
Now the site of the Day Centre
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1916

BIRTHS
GOURLAY.—AtGirvanon 17th July, to Mrand Mrs Thomas
Gourlay a daughter.

MARRIAGES.
JACKSON—TAYLOR.—On 10th November, Peter Jackson
to Jeannie Taylor.

DEATHS
McMILLAN.—On 7th January, William McMillan, aged 35
years

PARK.—On 9th January, James Park, aged 69 years, of
Garronhill.

WILSON.—On 16th January, John W. K. Wilson, aged 49,
McGladrie's Buildings, Muirkirk.

MURDOCH.—ALt 7 Kames Row on 25th January, Janet Allan
Murdoch, aged 52 years.

CLARK.—At Ardrossan on 23rd February, Mary Mathieson
Clark, late of Muirkirk.

CREARIE.—At Stableyard on 24th February, James Crearie,
aged 65 years.

ROBB.—At Bridge Street on 4th March, Agnes Brown Robb,
aged 63 years.

TAYLOR.—At Main Street on 13th March, George Taylor,
aged 9 months.

FLOYD.—In Australia. John Campbell Floyd, late of Wee
Torhill, aged 59 years.

HOLDEN.—Accidentally killed in Kames Colliery on 7th
April, David Holden, of Kames Cottages, aged 66 years.

DEMPSTER.—ALt Garronhill on 23rd April, Wee Robert,
aged 8 months.

CRANSTON.—At Craigleith on on 25th April, L/Cpl. John
Cranston, aged 27 years.

MAXWELL.—InNew Zealand on 20th March, John Maxwell,
late of Glasgow Road.

BONE.—AtOld School Row, Glenbuck, on 21st May, George
Bone, aged 15 years.

SAMSON.—At 15 Midhouse Terrace on 21st May, Archibald
Samson, aged 65 years.

STRATHEARN.—At Craigneuk on 29th June, James
Starthearn, late of Garronhill.

McMICHAEL.At Victoria Infirmary on 29th June, Marion
Anderson McMichael, of Burnbank Cottage.

GORDON.—At Bristol on 10th August, Pte. Robert Gordon,
aged 24 years, of Douglas Place.

JACK.—At Lawson's Buildings on 12th August, William
Jack, aged 82 years.

HOUSTON.—Died of wounds received in France, Captain
Thomas Cameron Houston.

GREENWOOD.—As a result of wounds received in action,
Gunner Hugh Greenwood, of 11 Park Terrace.

SERVICE.—At Paisley on 16th September, Janet Shaw Serv-
ice, aged 62 years.

CAMPBELL.—At Larkhall on 6th October, John Campbell,
aged 58 years.

IRVING.—At Hawick on 24th September, Vharlotte
McDonald Brown Irving, aged 42 years.

SMITH.—At 38 New Terrace on 7th November, Jeannie
Smith, aged 15 years.

PEARSON.—At Glasgow on 17th November, William
Pearson (draper), aged 63, of Ardenleigh, Muirkirk.

ANGUS.—At Leith on 9th December, Daisy Angus, aged 15
years.

MONTGOMERY .—At Glasgow on 5th December, John
Montgomery, aged 5, of Manse Lane.

THE TOON STORE CLOCK
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CHAPTER TEN
(1917)

OBITUARIES
The Grim Reaper was extremely busy in the village in 1917,
and the remains of some eminent persons were laid to rest in
Muirkirk cemetery, viz.:

JOHN S. WEIR

The death was announced of Mr John S. Weir, of
Heathfield, Glasgow Road, on 8th March. Mr Weir was a
Muirkirk man, having been born in *Meikle’s Row in 1840.
He began his working life as an iron-worker, being employed
as a heater, etc., at Muirkirk Ironworks for several years. He
removed to Coatbridge where he was a mill worker for some
years in the Ironworks there. On his return to his native village
he started business as a Dairyman, and also set up a Stationery
Business - both in Furnace Road. He was a keen Freemason,
and held nearly every post in Lodge St. Thomas, No. 201,
including that of R.W.M. Mr Weir took an active part in the
life of the village, and was well respected. He was a prominent
Elder of the Parish Church. His remains were laid to rest with
full Masonic honours.
(*) Later the site of Victoria Buildings and now the site of
Muirtex and Nelson Russell's house.

J. G. A. BAIRD OF WELLWOOD

The death of Mr Baird on 6th April was announced with
deep regret. Mr Baird was born near Monkton in 1854, and
was a son of the late William Baird of Elie, one of the founders
of the well-known firm of Messrs Wm. Baird & Co., Coal
and lron Masters. Col. Baird succeeded to Wellwood Estate
in 1876 on the death of his uncle, James Baird of Auchmeddan.
During the next few years the young officer visited Muirkirk
regularly to shoot, etc., and on these occasions resided at
Kameshill.

Mr James Nicol, forester, resided in old Wellwood House,
but Mr Baird demolished the old house and built the present
edifice (now demolished) on part of the same site, the old
building covering only a comparatively small piece of the
ground. The old house, the walls of which were five feet thick
in some places, and the windows very small, had been used
simply as a shooting box. On his marriage in 1880 with a
daughter of Sir James Fergusson of Kilkerran, Mr Baird
resigned his commission in the Army and came to reside in
the present Wellwood House (now demolished). The marriage
took place in Bombay, where Sir James at that time was
Governor. Mr Baird entered Parliament and for twenty years
represented the Central Division of Glasgow in the House of
Commons in the Conservative interest. He commanded the
Ayrshire Imperial Yeomanry from 1901 to 1909. With a taste
for antiquarian research, a few years ago, together with Mr
Archibald Fairbairn, headkeeper at Muirkirk, Mr Baird
successfully unearthed the remains of several pre-historic
dwellings on his estate, and in this connection he contributed
to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1914, “An
Account of the Excavation of Two Hut Circles at Muirkirk.”
He took a great interest in the ancient history of the Parish
and as the result of a lecture on the subject given before

Muirkirk Ramblers’ Club, he published in 1910 his book
entitled, “Muirkirk in Bygone Days.” He took a great interest
in the affairs of the village, and about 1889 he presented to
the village the Baird Institute (now demolished, but built on
the landscaped site next to the Memorial Gates). The Institute
was built of stone taken from the quarry near Maidenbank,
Glenbuck. The funeral took place at Haddington.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM S. PIRIE

On 24th April news reached Muirkirk by telegram of the
death of Capt. Pirre. It was a bald statement: "Pirrie fell in
action on 19th; no particulars.” Needless to say the sad
intimation caused deep regret, for he was universally liked.
Captain Pirie came to Muirkirk direct from Aberdeen
University, nearly ten years ago, and took up the teaching of
the Supplementary Class at Furnace Road School. From his
advent there he took a conspicuous part in the life of the
village. He was a prominent official and player of the Athletic
Football Club, and was the R.W.M. of the local Lodge of
Freemasons. As a shot he proved himself to be one of the
best in the country, and on several occasions competed
successfully at Bisley and Darnley. He was interested in the
Scout movement and from its inception Captain Pirrie took
an interest in the local Company of Territorials. Captain Pirrie
left Muirkirk with his Company in August, 1914, but was
retained on the staff of the School Board. Volunteering for
foreign service he saw much fighting at Gallipoli, and for
conspicuous bravery was awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal and promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on the field.
Since the evacuation of the Peninsula, the Captain has been
stationed in Egypt, and now he has met an untimely end, as
have so many gallant young fellows. Captain Pirrie knew no
fear, and that perhaps has proved his undoing

DR. DAVID CARRUTHERS

Once more the Reaper has visited our village, and on this
occasion removed one whose life's work has largely been that
of warding off his blows. Doctor David Carruthers was found
dead in bed last Saturday morninmg (9th June). For some
time it was known to his more intimate friends that he was
not feeling too well; indeeed, neither did he look it. The
intimation came as a shock to all, causing a wave of deep
regret throughout the neighbourhood. Doctor Carruthers came
to Muirkirk about 1882 as assistant to the late Doctor Ritchie.
After some years he was made a partner, and, with the retiral
and removal of Dr Ritchie to West Linton, Dr Carruthers
carried on the practice himself. As a medical man Dr
Carruthers was extremely cautious. He took a very broad view
of things, and his wide experience helped him in his
profession. While as a medical man he enjoyed the respect
and confidence of a large clientele, to very many in the Parish
he acted as a guide, philosopher, and friend, and his acts of
charity towards the aged and infirm, as well as those who
were down on their luck, and they were many, will never be
adequately known. Like most Scotsmen he delighted in a joke
or good story, and seldom did one leave Dr Carruther's com-



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES 39

pany in the dumps. The Doctor formeed an opinion of his
own on most matters, and had courage enough to state it,
whether he happened to be in the minority or the majority; he
refused to swim with the tide if the waters were not in his
opinion rolling towards the shore of justice and right. The
Doctor took a great interest in the welfare of the inhabitants
of the Parish. Doctor Carruthers served on the School Board,
and was President of the Baird Institute. He was 62 years of
age, and unmarried, belonged to Ecclefechan.

Mr R. A. LESLIE, J.P.

To-day (1st May) we have to record the death of Mr R. A.
Leslie, J.P., "Remore,” Wellwood Street. Mr Leslie was born
at Remore in Nairnshire. His business training was begun in
the office of a banker and solicitor in Nairn. He spent some
time in Glasgow, but bad health forced him to seek outdoor
employment and took up duries with the North British Rail-
way Co. Mr Leslie was appointed Stationmaster at Muirkirk
in 1870, being transferred from Galston. In 1882 Mr Leslie
was appointed Inspector of Poor, School Board Clerk, and
Registrar of this Parish, from which, to the regret of all, he
retired two years ago owing to failing health, but was retained
in the capacity of consulting clerk. Mr Leslie took his full
share in the public life of the village. Interested in music, he
took a leading part in the formation of the late Choral Union—
once a power in Muirkirk musically. In 1910 he was appointed
Justice of the Peace.

Mr RICHARD CUNNINGHAM

Death has been busy lately amongst what may be termed
the older school, and those who have for many years occu-
pied prominent positions in the locality. The latest to be called
hence is Mr Richard Cunningham, F.E.I.S., the sad event tak-
ing place at his residence, Ballater Lodge, Wellwood Street,
on 7th June.

On the 1st June, 1877, when only 22 years of age, Mr
Cunningham entered upon his arduous duties as Headmaster
of Furnace Road School. In 1912 his health broke down, when
he was granted leave of absence for some months, but, his
condition not improving as much as could be wished, he ten-
dered his resignation early in the following year, much to the
regret of the members of the School Board, and was granted
a pension of £50 a year from the school fund. For the long
period of 36 years Mr Cunningham was thus the chief figure
in the educational life of the village, and during that time
secured records of successes in county examinations which
will probably stand so far as country schools are concerned.

A hard worker himself from early morn till late at e'en, he
endeavoured to embue his pupils with the desire for knowl-
edge, and those who were willing to work to better them-
selves received every encouragement. For this purpose for
years he held a class at 7.30 in the morning, pupils and teach-
ers alike going home for breakfast. His science classes in the
evenings were also largely attended and most successful. Mr
Cunningham leaves a widow, two sons, and three daughters
to mourn his loss.

SNIPPETS

Due to the war effort and the reduction of paper imports
the distribution of the "Advertiser" was restricted to one copy
per household.

John Lindsay (85), Railway Buildings, was interred in
Muirkirk Churchyard.

Sphagnum Moss, which is in abundace on the moors around
Muirkirk, was gathered regularly to help the wounded sol-
diers in the war. With the shortage of cotton for wound dress-
ing, the moss was a valuable substitute, and upwards of ninety
villagers joined in these gathering expeditions.

Following a very dry summer water restrictions were
brought into force during the month of August, when the sup-
ply was cut off for 11 hours out of 24.

The U.F. Church in Main Street was converted into a hall
for local functions, etc. It was later to be converted again, this
time into the Regal Cinema. It was situated where now stands
the Co-operative car park.

Mr William Mclntyre, substituting for John H. Preston,
increased the price of haircutting to 5d. Shaving was 2%zd.

Dr Carruthers estate was worth £5,608 8s 2d.

During the winter the local schools were closed because of
an epidemic of measles.

CARNIVAL

A three-day carnival of local events was held in aid of the
War effort, and what an outstanding success it proved to
be. The total raised was £350. This indeed was a lot of money
in those days. The previous Carnivals had raised :—1915,
£198; 1916, £288.

GOLF

There was a crisis at Auldhouseburn Golf Course in 1917
due to the fact that part of the course would have to be given
up for food production as part of the war effort.

An adjourned special general meeting of the Club was held
in the lronworks Institute, when Mr John Young, J.P., Presi-
dent, was in the chair. It was intimated that the farmers were
agreeable to give the use of the field immediately to the east
of the top part of the course in lieu of the field to be ploughed,
at the same rent, and on the same conditions, which it was
unanimously agreed to accept. The location of the greens in
the new field, which in futuire is to be known as the Vault
Field was left with Mr McCulloch, greens convener, and the
enthusiasts, as was the laying of the greens. The fact of the
pavilion and the shelter being wantonly interfered with was
considered, and it was decided to offer £1 reward for such
information as will lead to the conviction of the culprits

PRESENTATION

Mr William Blackwood, Joiner, Nessville, Wellwood
Street, Muirkirk, was presented with a handsome silver tray
by friends in Muirkirk United Free Church in recognition of
his 30 years’ work as teacher and 25 years as Treasurer in the
Sabbath School. He has also been for 25 years Treasurer of
the Deacons Court.



40 CAIRNTABLE ECHOES

THE RAILWAY TAVERN

At Ayr Licensing Court, in connection with a licence held
by John Gray, Railway Tavern Public House, Furnace Road,
the Police reported that about the end of March last year the
licence-holder became bankrupt. By arrangement with the
trustees he was allowed to continue in the business, but about
November, leaving a man in charge, he removed to Glasgow,
where he got work. At 8 p.m. on Friday, 16th February, 1917,
the man left in charge had to close the shop, as all the liquor
was sold out, and the place had been closed since. The police
recommended that the licence be discontinued. There was no
appearance of the applicant and the licence was refused.
N.B.—The premises in question was across the road from
the present Johnstone's Shop in Furnace Road. The last
occupant was probably Mitchell the Painter.

MEMORIAL CAIRN

In August, 1917, a memorial cairn was built on the summit
of Wardlaw Hill, the inscription on which read:
To the memory of Colonel J. G. A. baird of Well-
wood, who died 6th April, 1917, the Muirkirk Com-
pany of the Ayrshire VVolunteer Regiment have, with
their own hands, erected this Cairn.

MINING

Glespin Pit closed some time ago, and the plant came un-
der the auctioneer's hammer quite lately, the landscape being
quite changed about the little village. The lessees of the neigh-
bouring colliery at Carmacoup, the Kennox Colliery Co. Ltd.,
have now taken a lease of the minerals under the lands of
East and West Glespin, and have also bought over the work-
men's houses at Glespin, to the number of fully forty. No
time has been lost in getting to work on the new fields, and
coal is now being produced. A considerable number of the
Glespin miners are now employed there, and it also affords
another open door for Muirkirk district men.

THE WEATHER

Early in February of 1917, 28 degrees of frost were
registered in Muirkirk.

The last week-end of March saw some severe wintry
weather, snow falling almost every day. In the South of
Scotland several roads were blocked and the snow-plough
failed to clear them. There were three-quarters of an inch of
ice at Perth on Sunday morning, and birds were found lying
dead in the fields and gardens, while in Glasgow the same
morning 22 degrees of frost were recorded.

At Muirkirk on Sunday the thermometer registered 25
degrees of frost—only three degrees less than the hardest this
winter, while at Berwick there were 29 degrees and at Moffat
27 degrees. Six inches of snow fell in London.

On Tuesday morning the snow blizzard was the worst here
this winter, only 25 per cent. of the children putting in an
appearance at school—9 turning out for two classes, 6 instead
of 50 in another, &c. This is the worst record for thirty years.

SOME ADVERTISERS IN 1917
BLACKWOOD'S, POST OFFICE, Main Street
GRENWOOD'S GARAGE, Main Street
JOHN KERR'S, GROCERS, Main Street
JOHN A. GEDDES, Tailor, Main Street
PEARSON'S WAREHOUSE, Main Street
JOHN D. DUNBAR, Grain Merchant
N. DA PRATOQO'S, Fish and Chips
MISS HOLDEN, Corsetiere, Kames Cottage
DURHAM BETRAM, Dancing Teacher (Glenbuck)
LAPRAIK BURNS CLUB
Mrs HUGH LOVE, Fishmonger

GLENBUCK

The other day the door of a shop in Glenbuck which had
gathered round it memorable associations for the younger
people of Glenbuck finally closed—at least under the old re-
gime. We refer to the shop known as Leezie Milliken's. A
year or two ago Leezie went the way of all flesh, and her
successor has now hurriedly sold off. What the feelings of
the myriads of young people who frequented the shop in years
gone by for ginger pop, ice-cream, or hot peas, according to
the season—aye, for anything, including a crack and some
sport—what the feelings of those who frequented it in its
palmy days would have been to have viewed the now empy
establishment we leave themselves to imagine. It must have
caused something akin to a shock, for it was the rendezvous
of the youth and beauty of the place—the local Westminster,
and the headquarters of all the Football Associations. With
the demise of Leezie, however, it gradually lost its charm,
and the house was subject to the same vagaries as affect at
least all small concerns—amongst them the personality of
the proprietor, for Leezie was of the happy-go-lucky type,
and, while the butt of many a joke, she could give and take.
Truly, the old order changeth

STEELE'S
On 1st February Mr James Steele took over the Drapery
business of William Pearson & Son, situated at the corner of
Main Street and Glasgow (occupied at time of writing by John
Trotter Sons & Co. Ltd.)

TRAVEL NEWS
John G. Muir (Glenbuck), Motor Hirer, inimated that for
each journey with four or less passengers would be as follows:

To: Glenbuck Station  2/-
Muirkirk Village  5/-
Muirkirk Station 6/-

Larger Distances:
8d per mile covered.

Saturday Nights
To and from Muirkirk—1/6 per person
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PARISH WAR RELIEF FUND COMMITTEE
A financial statement covering the last three years of col-
lecting for the War effort showed that the grand total raised
in the Parish of Muirkirk was £37,733 7s 3%d. The figures,
which spoke for themselves, were most gratifying, and were
worthy of any place, and no other conclusion could be come
to than that Muirkirk was a very patriotic Parish.

THOSE IN CHARGE . .. ..
Muirkirk Bowling Club

President ........cccoeerveienncienenn William Logie
Vice-President.........cccecvvveninene, Robert Barrie
SECTEtary ...cccovviviriceer e Hugh Bell
TreasUrer .......cooeeerveeenaenns Robert Thomson
Muirkirk Golf Club
Hon. President ..........cccoceeerirenene. Dugald Baird
President ........ccocoeveveinienenienennnnnn John Young
Vice-President...........c.cccoveeee. John McCulloch
Secretary/Treasurer ............... William S. Smith
Cairntable Quoiting Club
President........ccccvervennn. John Kirkpatrick, Sen.
Secretary ......ccoceeenee William Bine, Kirkgreen
Treasurer ............... William Bone, main Street.

A LOCAL INVENTOR

Amongst the list of new inventions just registered at the Pat-
ent Office, London, is that of a self-activating gate for col-
liery cages, and the inventor is Mr George M. Bain, a young
miner residing in Glasgow Road. The gates will be on the
market as soon as opportunity occurs, and as there will be
practically no limit to the outlet, it is hoped the inventor will
reap a commensurate reward for his skill and pluck

ADVERTISING IS TO BUSINESS WHAT
STEAM IS TO MACHINERY—

THE GREAT PROPELLING POWER.

| One step won't take you very far— |
| You've got to keep on walking; |
| One word won't tell folks what you are— |
| You've got to keep on talking; |
| One inch won't make you very tall— |
| You've got to keep on growing; |
I One little"ad." won't do at all— I

You've got to keep ‘em going! I

ADVERTISE
IN THE "ADVERTISER."

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1917

BIRTHS
ALLISON.—At Main Street on 10th April, the wife of Jas.
C. Allison; a son.

KERR.—At Lanark on 1st May, to Mr and Mrs Robert Kerr;
a son.
MARRIAGES
SGT. W. J. HADDEN to MARGARET WHITE on 28th De-
cember, 1916.

NEIL ARMOUR CRAIG to MARY M. McKAY on 13th
April.

ROBERT MCcFEGAN, Stableyard, to AGNES WRIGHT in
Canada on 30th March.

MAGGIE GIBSON (Old Terrace) to R. STEWART, on 26th
June.
DEATHS
PARK.—At 1 White's Row, Glenbuck, on 7th January,
George Park, aged 61.

BAIRD.—At Kateshaugh on 21st January, Joseph Baird, aged
66 years.

HAMILTON.—At Ayr on 28th January, Jane Robertson
Hamilton.

STEELE.—At Main Street on 4th February, Wee John, aged
3 months.

WEIR.—At Masons Arms Hotel on 7th February, Aileen
Weir.

McCULLOCH.—At 27 Kames Row on 25th February, Rob-
ert McCulloch, aged 15 years.

ANDERSON.—At Ironworks Institute on 28th February,
Matthew Anderson, aged 34 years.

WEIR.—At Heathfield, Muirkirk, on 6th March, John Weir,
aged 77 years.

STITT.—At Torhill on 8th March, Annie Callan Stitt, aged
43 years.

BELL.—At Main Street Schoolhouse on 11th March,
Margaret Steele Bell (wife of Charles P. Bell).

DICKSON.—At Main Street on 17th March, James Dickson
(Tailor), aged 77 years.

LINDSAY.—At Cumnock on 17th March, Elizabeth Lindsay
(wife of William Lindsay), aged 73 years.

POLLOCK.—At Albert Place on 26th March, John Pollock,
aged 6 months.

MURDOCH.—At 23 Midhouse Row on 30th March, John
Murdoch, aged 58 years.

BARRIE.—At Albert Place on 8th April, wee Andrew, aged
7% months.

CHAPMAN.—ALt 23 Springhill Terrace on 15th April, wee
Peggy, aged 1 year.
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DEATHS (Continued)

McDONALD.—At Victoria Buildings on 16th April, Agnes
McDonald, aged 7 months.

YOUNG.—In Australia on 13th November, 1916, Elizabeth
Young, aged 79 years.

GRANT.—Killed in action in France on 3rd April, Alex.
Grant, aged 27 years.

LESLIE.—At Remore, Wellwood Street, on 1st May, Robert
Leslie (Late Parish Clerk).

HASTINGS.—At Glasgow on 5th May, Raobert Hastings,
aged 21 years.

BAIRD.—At Glasgow on 12th May, Annie Baird (of Hedge
Grove), aged 16 years.

WEIR.—Killed in action on 9th June, David Weir (of Grasshill
Row, Glenbuck), aged 20 years.

CUNNINGHAM.—At Ballater Lodge, Wellwood Street on
7th June, Robert Cunningham, aged 62 years.

BLACK.—Missing in France, now officially reported killed,
William Black (of 22 Park Terace), aged 20 years.

HIBBERD.—At 21 Old Terrace on 29th June, Jean Hibberd,
aged 68 years.

SAMSON.—At Bridge Street on 8th July, Margaret Samson,
aged 81 years.

WHY TE.—At Entryhead on 18th July, Thomas Whyte, aged
80 years.

DYSART.—In Ireland on 26th July, Grace Thomson Dysart.

CLARK.—At Clark’s Buildings on 19th August, wee Willie,
aged 5 years.

WALKER.—At Bridge Street on 27th August, Mary Lindsay
Walker.

HAZEL.—At Garronhill on 2nd September, Alex. Clowes
Hazel.

BOYES.—Killed in action in France on 22nd August, James
Watson Boyes (of Main Street).

BROWN.—At Dunbar's Buildings, the result of war wounds,
on 25th September, William Brown, aged 26 years.

RITCHIE.—AL 6 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 17th Septem-
ber David Ritchie, aged 79 years.

REID.—Killed in action in France on 30th August, Walter
Reid, aged 30 years.

IRVINE.—On 15th October, wee Hannah, aged 1 year 10
months (of 15 Springhill Terrace).

ROBB.—At Smallburn on 17th October, James Robb, aged
9 months.

WHITE.—Died of wounds received in action on 17th Octo-
ber, T. P. White (of Glenbuck).

McMORRAN.—Died of wounds received in action on 19th
October, John McMorran (of Smallburn).

PATERSON.—Died of wounds received in action on 30th
October, W. J. Paterson (of Middlefield Cottage).

LINDSAY.—At Edinburgh on 15th November, Robina
Lindsay (of Glenbuck).

BAIRD.—Killed in action on 20th November, George Baird
(of Garronhill).

KILPATRICK.—At Coalburn on 4th December, Mary Watters
Kilpatrick, aged 61 years.

TAIT.—At Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 5th December, wee
John, aged 17 months.

KELLOCK.—At Main Street on 26th December, Robert
Kellock, aged 78 years.

Mr RICHARD CUNNINGHAM

%
)

Headmaster of Furnace Road School, 1877—1912
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
(1918)

THE GREAT WAR

The war raged on in Europe and the sterling work of the
Muirkirk Parish War Relief Fund Committee continued, with
weekly collections, donations, and and a variety of fund-rais-
ing functions augmenting the funds and enabling the Com-
mittee to provide the soldiers with clothing, food parcels, etc.
But all the while the sons of Muirkirk were paying a high
price for the country's effort to obtain peace in Europe. Up
and till the end of 1917, fifty-six local lads had paid the su-
preme sacrifice.

LOCAL STATISTICS
During the year 1917 there were 114 births within the Par-
ish, against 130 in 1916; there were 67 deaths against 57; and
24 marriages against 20. These figures can hardly be looked
upon with satisfaction; with four more marriages the birth-
rate is down 13 per cent and the death rate up 12 per cent. Of
the 67 deaths, 28 were of children two years of age and un-
der, 6 were over two and under forty, 18 were between 40
and 70, and 15 were over 70. Of the 114 births, 105 were

registered legitimate, and 9 as illegitimate.

SEVERE WEATHER

On Monday morning (14th January) we had our hardest
frost of the winter so far, the thermometer registering 35 de-
grees of frost, or 3 degrees below zero at Kaimshill, while
yesterday morning 26 degrees of frost were registered. House-
holders who occupy domiciles with what are popularly known
as "all modern conveniences," are presently made painfully
aware of the fact that they are all modern inconveniences,
frozen and burst pipes being the rule. As a consequence the
plumbers are adorned with the smile that won't come off.

WAR WEAPON WEEK

War Weapon Week at Muirkirk proved a great success,
the sum invested through the Bank, Post Office, and Schools,
exceeding the most sanguine expectations. It was hoped that
£2,500—the value of one aeroplane—might be obtained,
whereas the total invested during the week amounted to
£9,407—almost the value of four aeroplanes. The totals for
the six days were respectively £228, £998, £1,051, £2,246,
£3,153, and £1,731.

ST. THOMAS' CHURCH

Father Bohan has been appointed to the charge of New-
ton-Stewart and Creetown, and left for his new sphere on 9th
May. During the nine years he has sojourned in Muirkirk,
Father Bohan has, by his quiet, unostentatious, and sincere
manner, gained the respect of all, and his transfer will be re-
gretted by many. For some years he has been a member of
the Parish Council. Father Bohan is succeeded by Father
Joyce, from Irvine.

CURLING

The roaring game was a popular sport locally, but it was
not generally known that Muirkirk Curling Club was one of
the oldest in Scotland, having been instituted in 1784—over
130 years ago. In the Annual of the Royal Caledonian Curl-
ing Club for 1845 the membership of Muirkirk Club in 1844
is given, and reproduction of the list will perhaps prove inter-
esting to our readers. To Mr Thomas Weir we are indebted
for the information within parenthesis, and it will be seen
that many of the families are still represented in the Parish,
although perhaps differently located. The members were:—

Alex Aird (Crossflatt) Jas Smith (Shoemaker)

John Wilson (Park Cott.) Jas. Mitchell (Shepherd)
David Lapraik (Hall) John Richard (Collector)
Peter Graham (Carter) Andrew Gemmell (Drainer)
Hugh Anderson (Greenockdyke)

David Anderson (Auldhouseburn)

Alex. Mair David Riddle

Andrew Riddle Gavin Moffat (Burnfoot)
Robert Wilson (Shepherd)  Thos. Taylor (Butcher)

John Begg (Blacksmith) Thos. Bryden (Grocer)
David Moffat (Burnfoot) Wm. Dick (Grasshill)

Hugh Begg (Blacksmith) John Davidson (Roadman)
John Lapraik (Baker) George Patrick (Kateshall)
Hugh Smith (Shoemaker)  Robert Pearson (Draper)
John McMin (Mid Well'd)  Jas. Mickel (Blacksmith)
Robert Kay (Black Bull) John Taylor (Cattle Dealer)
William Stark (Contractor)  Gavin Gemmell (Garpel)
Hugh Blackwood Hugh Anderson (Townhead)
Andrew Merry (Dalfram) Q. Campbell (Netherwood)
John Blackwood (Middle)  John Crosbie (Garpel)
Thomas Wilson William Richard (Middlefield)
Wm. Smith (Shoemaker) Jas. Hair (Midhouse)
William Kay Adam Brown (Mason)

Wm. Simson (Showmaker) Hugh McCrone, Masons Arms
A. Richard (Estate Worker)

Alex. Aird (Crossflatt) was President, and H. B. McCrone,
Secretary.

QUOITING
A match at 21 yards for £10 took place at the Masons Arms
Quoiting Ground on 25th May between John Barr, Coalburn,
and Matt. Anderson, Muirkirk. Anderson won easily with a
61-46 score.

WELL-KNOWN CHARACTER DEAD

Last Monday afternoon, 27th June, Neddy Boyle passed
from the world's stage. He was found in a field on Kames
Farm, near Wellwood Pit, in a serious condition, through
asthma and lung bleeding, while being removed per motor to
the Poorhouse Hospital at Ayr, breathed his last while pass-
ing through Ochiltree Parish.

Neddie was a well-known character in Muirkirk, where he
has resided for many years. In his palmy days he took part in
several boxing contests, and these he loved to rehearse. Many
a time the younger fry here got Neddy worked up, and had
him squaring up and forming a ring in no time. Neddy was
always in good heart; "there's no use in grumbling," was his
usual salutation. He was 72 years, although he didn't look it.
He was buried at At Ayr.
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THE LATE
MR CHARLES HOWATSON
OF GLENBUCK

On 24th January last, at his residence at Glenbuck House,
Mr Charles Howatson breathed his last. Mr Howatson, who
had reached the ripe old age of 86 years, was a well-known
and striking personality in the district, and had been visibly
failing of late, although he was still able to attend to business,
and walk about the house, till Monday of last week, when he
had a paralytic seizure, from which he succumbed on the
Thursday following.

Mr Howatson was born in 1832, in the Parish of Auchin-
leck, and came of an old and honourable farming stock. He
was the eldest son of the late Wm. Howatson of Cronberry,
who died in 1882, and who was the second son of Charles
Howatson of Craigdarroch and Cronberry.  His mother was
a daughter of George Samson of Rigg, Auchinleck, and his
father's mother was eldest daughter of John Reid of
Duncanziemere and Cronberry. With such an array of farm-
ing sires it can be of little marvel that Mr Howatson had from
the first been strongly attracted by similar pursuits.

For long, however, the main business of his life lay in a
different sphere. At the age of 15 he entered the offices of
Messrs Wm. Baird & Co., ironmasters, Gartsherrie, and eight
years later, when that firm acquired Muirkirk Ironworks, he
was appointed to organise and manage the new concern. Pre-
viously these works had proved a comparative failure, but
under the new management they made a fresh start, and have
since had a history of uninterrupted success. While manager
of the works, Mr Howatson took a personal interest in the
men under his charge, encouraging temperance and thrift,
stopping the sale of liquor at the Company's Store, and pay-
ing a bonus to the workmen who were abstainers. He retired
from the management of the works in 1870.

Meanwhile Mr Howatson had found leisure and opportu-
nity to indulge in other pursuits. In 1863 he was offered, and
accepted, a lease of the farm of Crossflatt at a rent of ten
shillings for each ewe and hogg kept on it during summer,
and which farm he latterly fell heir to. Mr Howatson had also
acquired the Dornel Estate, and in 1865 had taken the farms
upon it into his own hand, and afterwards adding it to Hall,
Glenmuir, Auchinlongford, Tardoes, as well as
Duncanziemere, which had belonged to his great grandfa-
ther. In 1872 he purchased Glenbuck Estate, and in 1879 Glen-
buck House was built, the present handsome edifice replac-
ing the farmhouse which was once the only residence on the
Estate. On the occasion of his leaving Daldorch House in 1880,
to take up residence in his new home, Mr Howatson was en-
tertained to a public dinner in Catrine. In recent years Mr
Howatson also added the neighbouring farm of Monkshead
to his estate.

On his acquiring the Glenbuck Estate, Mr Howatson opened
up the minerals, and for a time the gascoal produced was in
active demand. These were worked for many years by the
Cairntable Gas Coal Co. Now they are leased to and being
worked by the Burnbank Coal Co.

But it was as a breeder of blackface sheep that Mr Howatson
stood out pre-eminently. When he first got possession of
Crossflatt he began, by draining and liming, to improve the
quality and quantity of the herbage. Then he proceeded to
improve the flock of blackface itself, which, when he acquired
it, was of no more than secondary quality. His object was to
produce a highly-bred strain of blackface sheep of the type
best suited for the climate and pasture. In this Mr Howatson
was entirely successful, and among other advantages the lambs
on Crossflatt came to be woolled all over with so thick a natural
coat that the severest weather had no effect on them, while
from 1864 to 1875 the average weight of fleece increased
from 3% to 5% Ibs., and in 1888 it was 6%z Ibs., or fully a third
more than the average weight of blackface fleeces on similar
land in general. With the purchase of Glenbuck estate Mr
Howatson's opportunities of improving the blackface sheep
increased, the estate having been famous for these 100 years
before.

The Glenbuck estate was also greatly improved by Mr
Howatson. Draining and liming were carried on upon the land,
replacing most of the old bleak heath with a sweet green-
sward of natural grasses and clover, while plantations were
made on exposed parts, which afforded much needed shelter
for the stock. Mr Howatson raised the Glenbuck flock to a
National reputation, and at the annual shows of the Highland
and Agricultural Society (the premier Scottish Show) he made
a record of winning the blue ribbon twelve times in succes-
sion with shearling rams—a record that will most probably
stand. In 1909 Mr Howatson was waited on and presented
with a solid silver salver, candelabra, &c., from the principal
breeders of blackface sheep in Scotland, England, Ireland,
and the Colonies, in recognition of the interest which he had
taken in improving the breed during a period of nearly half a
century. In 1903 Mr Howatson let the farm of Crossflatt, the
stock going with it, since which the fame of the flock has
been worthily upheld by Mr Clark, the lessee. Although Mr
Howatson has long retired from bringing forward shearlings
for show and sale, that the flock is still very much to the fore
is proved by the fact that Glenbuck lambs always fetch high
prices, and only last autumn one of the flock brought the high-
est price ever paid for a blackface lamb.

The late Laird was of a genial and homely disposition, and
in his day took a great interest in the work of the Commission
of the Peace, the County Council, the Parochial Board, and
the School Board, while he also founded the Glenbuck Bur-
sary to assist the local students at the Universities. In 1882 he
took the chief part in establishing the existing quoad sacra
Parish Church at Glenbuck, while his interest in the local
Covenanters is shown by his erection of a fine obelisk in
Muirkirk Cemetery to their memory. Mr Howatson also came
prominently before the public in 1892 when he was adopted
Unionist candidate for South Ayrshire, but on that occasion
his health broke down, since which he never ventured to en-
ter the political arena.

Mr Howatson is survived by his widow, a son, and two
daughters. The funeral took place to Auchinleck Cemetery,
where there was a large concourse of mourner.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

For over ten years the Muirkirk Advertiser (the rec-
ognised local medium for conveying county, paro-
chial, public, business, and other notices to the in-
habitants of eastern Ayrshire) has been delivered into
every house in the district gratis weekly, although
recently many of the readers have kindly contrib-
uted towards the "Jam Fund" at the end of each year,
to assist in paying paper, cost of delivery, &c., and
as a means of showing past appreciation. Probably
this order of things would have continued, but ow-
ing to present great dearth and consequently high
price of paper, combined with the Government's
order restricting the use of paper for advertising
circulars, it has been found impossible that in the
meantime it can be delivered free, this in common
with similar publications all over the country.

There were two alternatives—cease publication till
happier days, or make a charge for each copy. We
have decided on the latter course, being assured that
most of the readers will not object to pay for the
sheet weekly, considering it wiser to have unre-
stricted sale than restricted gratis circulation, and
with readers and advertisers we leave it to decide
whether on its merits it shall stand or fall.

Many of those journals which have not suspended
publication, as well as being reduced in size, are
doubled in price, but with this latter principle ex-
tended to the Advertiser it would be a case of —
"twice nought is nought." For convenience sake we
agree with the mathematician who said that "Twice
nowt is bound to be something,” and if it is to be
something it can't be less than a Halfpenny.

Therefore,

On and after Thursday, 7th March, the price of
the Advertiser will be One Halfpenny per copy.
and the "Jam Fund" automatically ceases.

Probably newsboys will canvass for sales, or copies
may be had at the newsagents.

From the March 14th Issue:

"How is it with the Advertiser?" is a question that has been
put a few times to us during the week. The answer is—"Like
Johnny Walker—going strong." The sale surpassed our ex-
pectations, almost the usual number being accounted for. For
instance, usually 160 to 165 copies were distributed in Glen-
buck weekly; last Friday 144 were sold. 31 copies were sent
weekly to Torhill; last Thursday night 26 copies were sold.
The usual 15 sent to Bankend were all disposed of. With these
figures before them, advertisers need have no fear, that more
than accounts for a copy into every house in the Parish. In-
deed, to give them credit, they never seemed to have any fear,
for the ads. rolled in as usual.

INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC

Like all the rest of the world Muirkirk is having an epi-
demic of influenza. There have been eight deaths during the
week October 10), and there are many serious cases still. Last
week the day schools were closed for three weeks, and this
week the evning continuation classes are also stopped for a
time. At Kames Pit alone over 100 men ar off work, and in
places of business also work is greatly handicapped on ac-
count of illness. Extra medical help has been obtained to cope
with cases, and all three doctors are hard wrought. The chemist
also has had his share of over work at this time. The very wet
weather prevailing at present is not conducive to better health
conditions, and it is earnestly hoped that very soon the weather
clerk will turn off the tap, and that we will again have a time
of sunshine and dry weather before winter finally closes in

SNIPPETS

Sergeant Andrew Ross, R.S.F., who is with the Forces in
Palestine, was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for
bravery on the field.

The other morning a Grasshill ewe gave birth to three
healthy lambs. Endowed by nature with only two teats, this
specimen is in for a busy time, and is doing her bit well in the
way of food production.

The new curfew which came into being the other day, has
giving promiscuous dancing the order of the knock. Halls
heated or lit by electric light or gas must be closed not later
than 10.30 p.m. each evening. Will the candle return to its
own?

Because of the curtailment of the Golf Course at Auld-
houseburn through the requirements of food production, only
seven greens were in use.

THE "NEW" RAILWAY™"

What was termed the "new" railway when it was laid be-
tween ten and twenty years ago, by the Caledonian Railway
Company, linking up the existing railway from Lesmahagow
to Gallawhistle Pit, Glenbuck, with that at Muirkirk, it is now
approaching probably its last phase. The railway was com-
pleted, but was never opened for traffic. Some years ago the
rails were lifted. These are being re-laid by contractors for
the purpose of dismantling the bridges and removing the iron
girders from the several inconsiderably viaducts which spans
the glens at Crossflatt, Ponesk, and Glenbuck, for, it is said,
use in France.

A RARE OCCURRENCE

During the holiday week (July), while Mr Richard Bone,
Ladybank, Glenbuck, was taking a walk alongside Ponesk
Burn, he was surprised at coming suddenly upon a mother
otter with her two young ones. They were on the grass at the
side of the burn busily engaged in devouring an eel. When
the mother espied Mr Bone she showed true maternal instinct,
and showed fight, but the intruder proved the stronger, and
all three were dispatched. Mr Bone carried them home and
had them skinned. Otters have been observed in the district
before, but none have been secured.
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®ur Silhouette Balon

Mr THOMAS WEIR

Mr Thomas Weir, Victoria Buildings, Muirkirk, is perhaps
one of the best-known men in Muirkirk. Born in the Garron-
hill, he began life as a herd laddie at East Auchenlongford
with Captain Clark's grandfather. While still a boy he started
with the Muirkirk Iron Co., and was at the stock-taking when
the works were purchased by the Eglinton Iron Co., now
William Baird & Co., Ltd. For many years Mr Weir was
stocktaker at the mill and forge.

It is perhaps in connection with co-operation that the sub-
ject of our sketch stands out most prominently in Muirkirk.
He was called to the chair of the first meeting held to con-
sider the propriety of starting a Co-operative Society in
Muirkirk, he was elected to the provisional Committee which
got rules drawn up and raised £72 by threepenny bits, he was
the first President, and has been in the place of honour ever
since. The Society is in its 137th Quarter, and from this small
beginning Mr Weir has seen his protege rise to a vast con-
cern, the sales for the past year being £64,880, and the assets
£27,000.

In his palmy days Mr Weir took his share in public life. He
was a member of the old Parochial Board, the Parish Coun-
cil, and was for five terms a member of the School Board. A
Past Master of Lodge St. Thomas Freemasons, Mr Weir is
still at the head of some of the higher masonic orders. One of
the oldest Freemasons in Scotland, in 1911 Mr Weir celebrated
his Jubilee as a Freemason, and he was presented with his
portrait by the local Lodge. Mr Weir is an enthusiastic ad-
mirer of Burns, and has several times proposed "The Immor-
tal Memory." He delights in the Doric. Owing to his long
connection with the place, Mr Weir is one of the village his-
torians, and, although not so "yawl" as of yore is still able to
go about and enjoy life. Long may he continue.

TO OUR READERS AND ADVERTISERS
(From the Oct 7 Issue)

It is with much regret that we have to announce to-day the
discontinuance for the present of the Muirkirk Advertiser.

Many of our friends are aware of an interest we have in a
printing business in Girvan, and this has claimed our per-
sonal attention for many months, owing to the two principal
members of the staff there having been requisitioned for the
Army.

We accepted the position as a wartime measure cheerfully,
and matters might have continued indefinitely in this way,
but now the inroads of cupid on our staff at Muirkirk, di-
rectly and indirectly, whereby we are being deprived of the
services of two assistants here, have left us no alternative but
to suspend publication. Competent assistance is not procur-
able, and there is a limit to human endurance.

Publication will cease for the present after next week, so
that in the next issue advertisers will have an opportunity of
making any public announcement as to the future they may
consider necessary or advisable.

And in the following Issue:

EDITORIAL

As mentioned in these columns last week, this forms the
last issue of the Advertiser for the present. This is a step we
regret very much to take, and we feel such regret will be shared
by a very large majority of our readers, but we are powerless
to avert it through the calls of the military authorities and the
inroads of Cupid on our staff.

During the eleven years of existence, the Advertiser has
been read in almost every home in the Parish, formerly as a
gratis and latterly as a halfpenny sheet. That it was wanted is
proved by the fact that since the price became a halfpenny
practically the same number was printed as when it was de-
livered into every house free, and we know that it has found
its way all over the world, and been appreciated at that. We
have to thank all who have assisted us in word and deed in
running the paper, and we have had many friends from the
outset.

We believe the Advertiser is unique in form and in the way
it has been conducted, and in the latter sense we feel the pain
of parting as if separating from friends. Whether it will be
resumed by these or other hands when peace again reigns
upon the earth rests in the lap of the future, but this at least
can be said, that in after years the issues of the past decade
will form an interesting and authentic page in the history of
the Parish.

Since the above was in type we have received overtures
from influential parties with regard to the continuance of the
Advertiser, and these offered every assistance in their power.
The trouble is in getting the practical work accomplished,
and that requires no little skill. After further consultation it
has been found impossible to continue it under the circum-
stances. We have to thank our friends for their kind expres-
sions of appreciation of the Advertiser.

(No more issues were printed in 1918, although the Parish
war Relief Committee did publish a monthly two-sided sheet,
mostly pertaining to the war effort).
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1918
(No Births were advertised in 1918)

DEATHS
BROWN.—At 32 Office Row, Glenbuck, on 30th Decem-
ber, 1917, wee Jim, aged 1 year 7 months.
PARK.—ALt North Bottoms on 8th January, Archibald Park,
aged 25 years.
MITCHELL.—K:illed in action in Egypt on 28th December,
1917, Andrew Mitchell, aged 21 years.
WILSON.—At Glasgow Road on 8th and 10th January, An-
drew and Mary Wilson, twin children, aged 3 months.
TELFER.—At Ayr on 24th February, James Veitch Telfer,
aged 61 years.

BUCHANAN.—At Upper Wellwood Farm on 8th March,
Thomas W. Buchanan.

DRYLIE.—At 16 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 10th March,
Alexander Drylie, aged 69 years.

WALLACE.—At Ayr Hospital on 4th March, George Wal-
lace, aged 19 years, of The Hall, Glenbuck.

CALLAN.—At Fairmount, Glasgow Road, on 16th March,
James Telfer, aged one week.

HAMILTON.—At Rouen, France, from wounds received in
action, on 26th April, James Hamilton, aged 24 years (of
Glenbuck).

HENDERSON.—At New York on 17th April, Annie Watt
Whyte, aged 39 years.

MILLAR.—At Renfrew on 17th May, William Miller, aged
81 years (late of Garronhill).

THOMSON.—At Gosport on 23rd May, Stoker James
Thomson, aged 18 years (of Blackside, Muirkirk).

BELL.—K:illed by shell fire in France on 26th May, Thomas
Bell, aged 24 years (eldest son of Charles P. Bell).

DUNSMORE.—In France on 2nd June, Thomas Dunsmore,
aged 21 years (of 40 Springhill Terrace).

DRYLIE.—At Fauldhouse from illness received on active
service on 4th June, William Drylie, aged 26 years.

DEMPSTER.—At Hedgegrove on 22nd June, Robert Demp-
ster, aged 45 years.

MARSHALL.—At Kilmarnock, Grace Thomson, aged 72
years (of Furnace Road).

LAIDLAW.—Died from wounds in France, Peter Ferguson
Laidlaw, aged 22 years (of Railway Buildings).

COLVILLE.—K:illed in action on 30th August, John Colville
(of Victoria Buildings).

DORNAN.—At Victoria Buildings on 10th September,
Rachel Morley, aged 61 years.

CLEMENT.—Killed in action in Salonica on 4th September,
John Clement (of Smallburn).

DENNIS.—At Glasgow on 21st September, Mary Wilson,
aged 36 years (of Smallburn)

SOWDEN.—Killed in France on 26th Aug., W. Sowden, aged
32 years (of 54 Ladybank Terrace, Glenbuck).

TORBETT.—Killed in action in France on 27th
August,William Torbett, aged 20 years (of Smallburn).

WOOD.—Died of wounds in Salonica on 23rd September,
James Wood, aged 25 years (of Inglewood, Muirkirk).

EASTON.—K:illed in action in France on 27th September,
William N. Easton, aged 21 years (of Bankend, Muirkirk).

ANDERSON.—At Garronhill on 4th October, James Ander-
son, aged 55 years.

McCARTNEY.—At Madeleine Place on 12th October, Wee
James, aged 2 years and 10 months.

SLOAN—Killed in action in France on 25th August,
Archie Sloan, aged 21 years (of Ronaldo Place).
YOUNG.—At Springhill on 17th October, John Rich-
mond, aged 14 years.

BUCHANAN.—At Wellwood Street on 22nd October,
Neil Buchanan, aged 1 year and 10 months.

MILLAR.—At Grasshill Row, Glenbuck on 17th Oc-
tober, James Millar.

SAMSON.—At Kirkgreen on 22nd October, David
Samson, aged 19 years.

STEVEN.—At 37 Springhill Terrace on 21st October,
Agnes Kilpatrick, aged 31 years.

THOMSON.—At Furnace Road on 21st October,
Isabella Marshall, aged 8 years and 10 months.

MARRIAGES
JAS. STEIN to MARY VALLANCE on 21st January.

RICHARD CAMPBELL to MARY WALLACE on 18th
January.

A. DA PRATO to MARY ROSS on 22nd February.
W. H. LAIDLAW to BESSIE KENNEDY on 26th May.

DANIEL EASTON to JANE ANDERSON on 12th
June.

Mr WILLIAM PEARSON

Owner of Pearson's Drapery and Clothing House,which was
situated at the corner of Main Street and Glasgow Road, until
recently occupied b y Trotters.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
(1919)

BACK TO NORMALITY

The first issue of 1919 did not appear till 22nd May, and
by then the War in Europe had ended and Muirkirk, like every
other community in the land began to get back to a normal
life with the return of the young soldiers putting new energy
into local organisations. The Editorial of that issue read as
follows:—

It is with mixed pleasure we to-day return to old
times so far as the issuing of the Advertiser is con-
cerned. Since last it was published there have been
great happenings, doubtless the greatest of these for
the majority of the people being the end (or practi-
cally the end) of the war that has ravaged Europe
for years, and affects every household in a more or
less degree.

The Advertiser has been much missed, not only
in the way of recording and disseminating news in
the locality, but as a medium for making public and
other announcements, its columns being now the
recognised medium for such.

So far as news is concerned, while it is intended
to keep pace with the times, we hope to record events
that have happened since last October (when the
paper was stopped temporarily, owing to the calls
of Cupid and the Country), and thus link together
local history. These columns will be as readable and
racy as time and opportunity permit, and altogether
an endeavour will be made to have it so that to be
without the Advertiser will be to be out of date. We
invite the co-operation of our friends and readers in
helping in any way to make the sheet interesting,
and any item of news will be welcomed, while a
hint as to future events will receive attention.

And now for the "intimations," or rather, the inti-
mation. Owing to the increased cost of labour, the
high price of material, the enhanced value and up-
keep of machinery, as also the use of a better class
of paper so that, when occasions offer, photographs
may be reproduced, it has been found necessary, in
the meantime at least, to charge one penny per copy
for the Advertiser.

WAR EFFORT

The final meeting of the Parish War Relief Fund Commit-
tee was held on 6th May, when a full report of the activities
of the Committee since the war started was given, and which
proved to be very satisfactory indeed, and the people of the
Parish were warmly thanked for their generosity over the
years. It was decided to augment a Welcome Home Fund,
and a meeting would be called in connection with a memo-
rial worthy of the Parish for those who lost their lives in the
great conflict.

THE BELGIANS' APPRECIATION

On the eve of the departure of the Belgians from Muirkirk,
Mr Young, treasurer of the Parish War Relief Fund, was the
recipient of the following note and poem, which explain them-
selves:—

Dear Mr Young—We desire to thank the Belgian
Refugees Committee of Muirkirk for all they have
done for us, and also for the kindess they have
showed us. We would be very much obliged to you
if you would kindly let them know this.

WE'LL REMEMBER YOU

When fire and sword made desolate
The land we loved so well,

And savage Huns, on murder bent,
Changed Heaven into hell;

When exiled from our Flanders home
We crossed the ocean blue,

Sweet peace we found in this fair town—
Ah! we'll remember you.

Your loving kindess bridged the gulf
That lay 'twixt us and joy,

And mercy raised a harvest rich
Of love without alloy.

Our hearts, drawn to our Belgian homes,
While bidding you adieu,

Still feel a pang of real regret
As we remember you.

Let then the dead we leave with you,
In graveyard's hallowed soil,

Be pledge of lasting gratitude,
For all your ceaseless toil.

Our babes here born, as they grow up,
And we all Belgians true,

Will ever breathe this grateful prayer—
May God remember you.

EMIEL INGELBINCK AND FAMILY
Kames Cottages, 6/3/19

(The Inglebinck Family kept their ties with Muirkirk and re-
visited the village on many occasions, latterly to the home of
the late Mr Tom Stevens and Mary).

THE HEATWAVE

We are presently (May) enjoying a spell of very warm
weather. For the past fortnight the season has been more like
mid summer, and exceptional mid summer weather at that.
Contrast the fortnight immediately preceding this one, and
you will find that part of it was like mid winter, and excep-
tionally bad at that. One of the worst days of snow (Sunday,
27th April) we have had all winter was thrown into it, a day
on which fifty lambs were lost on one farm in the Parish alone.
Oh, the vagaries of our climate!
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SNIPPETS

Mr James Strickland, who had been Manager at Grasshill
Colliery, Glenbuck, was appointed Manager of Ladysmith
Colliery, near Maryport, owned by the Whitehaven Colliery
Co., Ltd.

Piper David Hendry, Old Terrace, won first (gold medal)
for strathspey and reel playing, and first (gold medal) for
march playing at Catrine Sports; and at Auchinleck David
won the silver cup in strathspey and reel playing.

George Harrison started a Motor Hiring business from the
Eglinton Arms Garage.

Mr John Smith McGill, Gas Manager, was transferred to a
similar post at Stewarton, and Mr James Young (Kilmaurs)
appointed manager at Muirkirk.

The Peace Day celebrations took the form of a fancy dress
parade and sports day at Kameshill Park. A similar gala day
was held at Glenbuck.

The last meeting of the local Parish Council, before being
taken over by the County Authority, was held in October.

Mr John Mair, Slag View, Smallburn, and John Kelly (44
years) of Kilmarnock, were Killed in an explosion at the
Ammonia Works belonging to Messrs Wm. Baird & Coy.

THE CINEMA

Saturday first (2nd November) finishes, for the present at
any rate, Mr James Simpson's connection with picture-goers
so far as the Temperance Hall is concerned, and considerably
public regret is occasioned thereby. For some time he has
been negotiating for the purchase of the Dundas Hall, but
that, too, seems to have come to and end. Mr Simpson, con-
sidering that the price—£2,000—suggested by the managers
as a figure which they would be prepared to put before the
congregation, is prohibitive as far as he is concerned. Mr
Simpson is not without hope, however, that he will be screen-
ing before the Muirkirk public his usual quality of pictures
before long, and with that end in view his plant is meantime
to be stored in the town.

Note.—The Hall Committee continued to show pictures on
their own behalf at the Temperance Hall.

END OF SCHOOL BOARD

The final meeting of the local School Board was held in
May before its duties were taken over by the new Education
authority. A school census gave interesting reading:—
There are at present 1090 children in the parish between 5
and 14 years of age, of whom 563 are males and 527 females;
last year there was a total of 1127, of whom 579 were males
and 548 females. Of these 904 reside in Muirkirk district,
166 in Glenbuck district, and 20 in Wellwood district; last
year the numbers were 938, 158, and 31 respectively. Num-
bers attending various schools:—

Main Street ........ccceevvevvrerrenne. 239
Furnace Road..........cccceevrvernennae 506
GlenbuckK .....ccccoovvvieiiiiiiiis 147
Wellwood ........cccevveeeeiiesieenne, 16
St. Thomas R.C ......cccovvvvvvrienne .46
Cumnock ....ocovvvieieineceie, 17
Lanark.......cccoevvevereeveeeseseeeenn, 2

The slight fall in the total was partially accounted for by
the repatriation of the Belgians.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

As there seems to be a misunderstanding as to the owner-
ship of the Loch AT GLENBUCK, | take this opportunity of
making it known to the public that when the Catrine Cotton
Company ceased to use it as a reservoir, it was purchased by
my late husband from the late Earl of Home, and has been
frequently stocked with trout by him since, therefore the Loch,
Fish and adjoining land are PRIVATE PROPERTY.

M. HOWATSON.
June, 1919

PEACE

The signing of the Peace was very peacefully heralded in
Muirkirk, only a few flags being out. The signing was a fore-
gone conclusion, as Jerry couldn't help it. To most people the
signing of the armistice was of much greater moment, and
caused a different thrill.

BUILDING

The Mason trade in Muirkirk is going strong. This week
the local Lodge are starting 46 Apprentices. There was a talk
of drawing on some of their cuddies to help the goat. The
strain is evidently recognised in official quarters, for it is in-
timated that if the goat is alive it may be on exhibition at the
bazaar. It should prove a draw, eh?

BAZAAR

A three-day bazaar, organised by Lodge St. Thomas, No.
201, was held in the Drill Hall, in an effort to raise money to
pay off the building cost of the new masonic temple. This
was easily accomplished, with the total sum raised amount-
ing to £737.

DROUGHT

Notwithstanding that there have been several refreshing
showers lately there is still a great scarcety of water in the
reservoir, and it has been found necessary, for safety's sake,
to have the water turned off the town every night.

LICENSING

Alexander Simpson, Bridge Street, Muirkirk, was granted
the transfer of a public-house licence for the Black Bottle
Tavern, Muirkirk. An application by Henry T. Inkster,
Rosebank, Carluke, for the transfer of a public-house certifi-
cate for the Douglas Arms (across from Nursery School),
Muirkirk, was refused.
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Mr JOE MUIR

American newspapers to hand refer to the fact that "Joe
Muir, one of the best known of Wheatland County's pioneer
residents this week acquired 1,600 additional acres of land in
the Hepley district, at a cost of 24,000 dollars (roughly £5,000).
This makes a total of 12,000 acres of the finest ranch land in
the State now owned by Mr Muir, who is one of the State's
leading sheepmen." Also "Jeremiah Williams and Co., of Bos-
ton, Mass., were the successful bidders for the 38,000 Ib. wool
clip of Joe Muir, one of the big sheepmen of the district, pay-
ing 60% cents per pound for the whole lot. Representatives of
four firms bid upon the clip, three turning in the same bid. The
successful bidder was decided by the flipping of a coin, with
chance decreeing in favour of Williams Co. Mr Muir's clip is
a very choice long staple wool."

It will be interesting to our readers to learn that the Joe Muir
referred to above is the eldest son of the late Mr David Muir,
sub-postmaster at Glenbuck, and of Mrs Muir, still residing
there, and a brother of the local motor boss, so that he is an
Ayrshire man, and, to be still more definite—a Glenbuck man.
Mr Muir left his native village about 37 years ago (1882),
when quite a lad, previous to which he was employed on farms
in the district. He left home with the greatest asset a child can
inherit, viz., a sound constitution, and the valuable asset of
robust health, but with very little in the way of worldly gear.
On arrival in the States he was employed as a shepherd in
Montana, and in time got a little sheep ranch of his own, since
which, through grit and energy he has risen to be the owner of
one of the biggest ranches in the States, as exemplified by the
fact that he raised 5,000 this season. Mr Muir visited his home-
land about 26 years ago. He is a widower with a family.

PROMOTION FOR MUIRKIRK MAN

Under the heading of "Police Promotion," the Manchester
Guardian , mentions the fact that "Inspector Maxwell, chief
clerk in the Manchester Police Force, was yesterday promoted
by the Watch Committee to the rank of Chief Inspector." Mr
Maxwell is a Muirkirk man, and, previous to joining the force
at Manchester some 15 years ago he was employed in the
mines here, and, as the result of grit and energy, has been
promoted step by step, and now holds the responsible posi-
tion of Chief Inspector, although still a young man. His mother
(Mrs McDonald) resides at Kirkgreen.

Rev. C. A. MacKENZIE BRINGS HIS BRIDE
HOME TO GLENBUCK

Mr McKenzie is a son of the
manse, his father being the late
Dr MacKenzie of Summertown
U.F. Church, Govan. He was
educated at Glasgow Academy
and University, passing through
the Divinity Hall of the Estab-
lished Church. Acting first as as-
sistant at
Lamington, then at Strathaven, it
was while at the latter he received
the call to Glenbuck, where he
was ordained in January, 1895. Since his advent to the up-
land village, Mr MacKenzie has had a very quiet and peace-
ful existence, and has been withal assiduous in his attention
to his flock, being concerned and interested in their material
and spiritual welfare, and obeying the biblical injunction to
rejoice with those who rejoice,
and mourn with those who
mourn.

Just as Mr MacKenzie is ason
of the manse, so Mrs
MacKenzie is a daughter of the
manse, her parent being the Rev.
John and Mrs Bain of
Wilsontown U.F. Manse, her
maternal grandfather being the
late Mr Paul, coalmaster. Mrs
MacKenzie rejoices in an excel-
lent reputation in her own district, and will no doubt be an
acquisition to the village. As she is frank of manner, of a
bright disposition, and full of life, the good folks of Glen-
buck would, if they tried, probably find, as the whale did
with Jonah, that a good thing simply can't be kept down. Mrs
MacKenzie will soon know that the Glenbuck heart is both
kind and warm, and we welcome her to the Parish.

NEW DOCTOR

Since no purchaser of the practice of the late Dr Carruthers
could be found, it has been generally felt that one doctor could
not cope with the necessities of the Parish, especially in the
event of an epidemic, and matters took a definite form a few
weeks ago, when the trade organisations of the Parish adver-
tised for a medical man.

As aresult, eleven applications were received. A short leet
of three was selected, and yesterday, after an interview, Dr
John Cameron (M.B., Ch.B. of Glasgow University) was ap-
pointed. Dr Cameron comes with excellent credentials. A
young man, prior to joining the navy during the war (from
which he was demobbed only about three weeks ago) he acted
as assistant to Dr Lindsay at Kirkmuirhill. Doubtless Dr
Cameron will find plenty of work here, although it is expected
that a week or two will elapse before he takes up his duties.
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DOur Silhouette Salon

Mr JOHN YOUNG, J.P.,
SPRINGHILL

Mr Young is a Hurlford
boy and a Muirkirk man. Fol-
lowing in his father's foot-
steps he entered the employ
of Messrs Wm. Baird & Co.,
and was first engaged in the
Hurlford office, then at Lugar,
and, on the transfer of the late
Mr Kilpatrick, was appointed
cashier at the works here over
eleven years ago (about
1908).

Since his advent to Muirkirk Mr Young has taken a large
share in the public life of the town. He was the last Chairman
of the School Board; he is a member of the Parish Council,
representative to the District Committee of the County Coun-
cil, and President of many local societies. Mr Young is an
elder of the Parish Church, an ardent teetotaller, and a Justice
of the Peace for the County of Ayr. As Honorary Treasurer
of the Parish war relief Fund Committee, he has handled the
many thousands of pounds connected herewith.

Mr Young's principal hobby is horticulture, while he is a
music lover, and a keen golfer (when time permits, for he isa
very busy man). He is the stock chairman at local concerts
&c., and is all out for everything that tends to the benefit of
the people.

SERGEANT JAMES LYLE

Probably no man is better known on our streets than Ser-
geant Lyle. Tall and erect, his isa
striking figure.

The Sergeant is an Ayrshire
man, and in early life was a pit
engineman at Rankinston, for
which district he still has a lurk-
ing liking. Thirty-three years ago
he joined the Force. Over thirteen
of these he spent at Saltcoats, and
on his transfer here some ten years
ago he was presented by the in-
habitants of the coastal town with a silver inkstand and a purse
containing twenty sovereigns, not by way of showing their
delight at getting rid of him, but as a tangible token of appre-
ciation and respect.

Since his advent to the parish the Sergeant has proved him-
self to be an able officer and a peace-loving man, and has
acted as lawyer, adviser, and friend to all. He never looks for
trouble, that comes along of itself, and would rather prevent
than detect crime. As arbiter on the rights and wrongs of the
people he enjoys the confidence and respect of all.

FOOTBALL
Durting the war years little or no football was played in the
village, but with the ending of hostilities in Europe, and the
young blood returning to the Parish, a renewed interest was
taken in the world of football.

The Athletic Football Club was resurrected, and an enthu-
siastic Committee formed as follows:—

Hon. President ..... Mr John YOUNG, J.P.

President ............... Mr ALEX. SIMPSON
Secretary .....c.ccoeeeeeee. Mr John BARRIE
Treasurer ............... Mr JOHN MOFFAT
Committee ............. Sam Rae, A. Gourlay

Matt. Anderson, James Wilson
Willie Colthart, William Kay
and George Gebbie.

An ex-Muirkirk player, John Crosbie, who rose to the sen-
ior ranks was capped against Ireland.

Another well-known Athletic player, John Duke, signed
for Grimbsy.

No Ayrshire League was formed that season, but several
Cup Competitions were arranged, including the Scottish Jun-
ior Cup. In the first round Muirkirk drew 3-3 with Catrine
Thistle, and won the replay 2-1.

The Athletic team was:—Park; Williamson, Welsh; James
Anderson, James Davidson, Wallace; Andrew Davidson, John
Davidson, McNair, Murdoch, Shirkey.

In the 2nd Round Athletic beat Lugar 2—0, and accounted
for Annbank Primrose in the 3rd round by 2 goals to 1.

The village was buzzing with excitement when the draw
for the 4th round was made, the Athletic having to make the
hazardous journey to meet the strong going Blantyre Celtic
(more in next Chapter).

VILLAGE ON OIL

The old song has it—"You never miss the water till the
well runs dry." So it is that you never miss the gas till you
can't get it. For some time past there have been many com-
plaints as to the gas served up by the local Gas Company, and
they have been subjected to not a little criticism. The lid was
put on Tuesday afternoon, when public intimation was made
that the gas would be turned off at the works at six o'clock,
and no definite announcement made as to when it would be
turned on again. "It's an ill wind that blows naebody guid,"
and a few minutes afterwards paraffin oil and candles were in
great demand. It turns out that, unknowingly, part of the plant
had become caked up, and this effect will gradually have to
be undone. This to a large extent is said to be responsible for
the atmosphere of sulphur that presently pervades where gas
is used. Happening as it has done during the shortest days,
the strain is all the greater, but it is expected that, with care,
the necessity of turning off the gas, will now be, to a large
extent, avoided. With the lengthening day the call will not be
so great.—The directors of the Gas Company crave that cus-
tomers use as little gas as possible meantime, so as to con-
serve the supply, and in return everything will be done to
give efficient service until such time as matters can be recti-
fied.
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EZ . The Boot with a Guarantee.
(4
THE REGENT ’
Footwear for Men.

Every Pair carries the Maker’s absolute Guarantee
as follows :—
GUARANTER,

‘“ We guarantee that should this pair of iBoots
fail to give reasonable wear, to repair or replace
them_ free pf cost..condltionally thas the date of
sale is registered in ink on this ticket at the time
of purchase.”

Made in BOX CALF, GLACE KID,
TAN, and TONEY WILLOW.
Smart Up-to-date Styles,

Price 2//- per Pair.

A L L OUR STOCK
REDUCED
w~ PRICE

TO PRESENT DAY VALUE,

PIT BOOTS.

—

Ervery Pair gives

Satisfuction.
25s 6d per
s SPECIALLY BUILT pair.

FOR

WET WORKINGS & ROUGHEST WEAR.

MURRAY’S BOOT SHOP, -

Main Streer, MIIRKIRX,

LOCAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS
STEIN.—At lvy Cottage, Smallburn, on 11th June, to Mr
and Mrs James Sein, a daughter.

VALLANCE.—At Ivy Cottage, Smallburn on 22nd October,
to Mr and Mrs Robert Vallance, a son.

MARRIAGES
ROBT. GRAHAM to AGNES BLACKWOOD on 2nd July.
JAMES YOUNG to ELLEN TAYLOR on 23rd July.
JOHN THOMSON to JEANIE TAYLOR on 2nd September.

DEATHS

LIVINGSTONE.—At 14 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 14th
May; Wee Geordie.

CRAIG.—At Wellwood on 4th June, Annie Park Fairbairn.

McQUAKER.—In Egypt of malaria-jaundice, on 22nd June,
Gunner G. W. McQuaker, agen 21 years.

YOUNG.—Accidently drowned in Egypt on 28th June, Dan-
iel Young (of Furnace Road), agen 26 years.

THOMSON.—At Blackside on 10th July, Samuel Thomson,
shepherd, aged 70 Years.

MURRAY.—At Ayr on 11th August, David Murray, aged
74 years.

BROWN.—At Troon on 21st August, Maggie Brown, aged
6 months, of Wellwood Street.

MOFFAT.—At Kilmarnock on 31st August, Bella Ross, aged
25 years, of Main Street.

McCULLOCH.—At Dalmellington on 2nd September,
Euphemia Girdwood, aged 19 years, of 20 Old Terrace,
Muirkirk.

NICOL.—At Aird's Mill Cottage on 23rd September, Eliza
Rogers, aged 79 years.

McLUCKIE.—At Glespin on 27th September, Ann Russell,
aged 21 years.

CALLAN.—At Clark's Buildings, Main Street, on 8th Octo-
ber, Agnes Callan, aged 83 years.

BROWN.—At Kilmarnock on 16th October, William Brown,
aged 33 years, of 32 Office Row, Glenbuck.

HANNAH.—At Glasgow on 24th October, Wee John, aged
7 months, of 50 Kames Row.

LIVINGSTONE.—At Cumnock on 30th October, Wee Alex,
aged 2 years 11 months.

NICOL.—At Muirkirk on 1st November, James Nicil, Sen.,
retired forester, aged 84 years.

SAMSON.—At Madeleine Place on 14th November, Wee
John, aged 4 years and 9 months.

CREARIE.—At Glengarnock on 11th December, Joseph
Cearie, aged 45 years.

HOGG.—At Main Street on 16th December, Margaret
McCall, aged 72 years.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
(1920)

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

Two Hogmanay Golden Wedding anniversaries were
reported in January 8 Issue, and we quote:-

Mr & MRS JOHN HODGE

This couple, of the Baird Institute, were married at New
Cumnock. They took up house in the Castle, an old white-
washed two-storey building that occupied ground on which
the Ironworks Institute now stands (presently the Kames Pur-
suit Centre). From there the worthy couple migrated to the
Square; they were for 10 years in the Temperance Hall. Later
Mr Hodge accepted the position of caretaker of the Baird In-
stitute, a position he has held for the last 15 years, and still
worthily fills. Mr Hodge was a roller at the mills at the Iron-
works.

MR & MRS JAMES McCARTNEY

This couple are both natives of Muirkirk. Mr McCartney
first saw the light at Engine Row (locally known as Well-
wood Pit), and was later taken to Wellwood Row, where he
started work in the pit before he was ten years of age, just
about the time the works were taken over by the Eglinton
Iron Company, now Messrs William Baird & Co. Mr
McCartney next went to Lugar to work as an ironstone miner.
The young couple removed to Wellwood Row, and later to
Glenbuck, Mr McCartney being employed in the pits there,
and finally fifteen years ago came to the Waulkmill, only last
year taking up residence in Glasgow Road.

VITAL STATISTICS
The Registrar has kindly furnished us with the following
record of local statistics. The birthrate is down, unfortunately,
and the deathrate is also down, fortunately. While it may be
difficult to find a reason for the former, the epidemic of in-
fluenza in the autumn of 1918 probably accounts for the lat-
ter.

1919 1918
Births 109 126
Deaths 54 71
Marriages 30 28

Of the deaths, 12 were under the age of 1 year; between 1 and
20, 4; between 20 and 40, 1; between forty and 60, 9; be-
tween 60 and 70, 5; between 70 and 80, 15; between 80 and
90, 8. It will be seen that over half were over 70 years of age,
so that Muirkirk is showing a good record as a health resort.
Four of the deaths took place in Glenbuck during the year,
none having occurred there from June tillNovember inclu-
sive

NEW J.P.

Among the list of new J.P.'s for the county just published
is the name of Mr David S. Stitt, Madeleine Place

SCHOOL SALARIES
In 1920 a new scale for school salaries was introduced,
and the following table shows how this has effected the sala-
ries of local teachers—

Furnace Road School
Old Salary New Salary

F. J. Gordon £290 £501*
C.P. Bell 210 360
J. G. Richmond 210 360
I.S. Aird 150 316
J. Sunderland 130 240
M. Aird 135 230
M. A. Weir 105 145
E. Nisbet 115 170
I. S. Addison 120 230
Mrs Wilson 200 210
H. J. Blythe 95 145
M. S. Faid 180
James Mclintyre 116
G. Walker 78 90
Main Street School
M. A. Bruce 180 360
J. F. Ross 125 300
A. W. Smith 130 210
A. W. Templeton 110 150
Mrs Fettes 100 160
E Mcintyre 105 145
Glenbuck School
John Rodger 260 394*
J. Bain 150 280
P. Scott 105 155
C. Forsyth 100 150
Wellwood School
S. Miller 110 265

(*) Includes Free House

THE LATE MR JAMES TELFER

Last week the grave closed over the mortal remains of Mr
James Telfer, one who, though not a native, had by long resi-
dence here been a familiar figure both in the "toon™ and "ower
the water." Born in Douglas 74 years ago, he spent 53 years
of his life in Muirkirk. He became an apprentice blacksmith
at the Burn, Crawfordjohn, where he married Janet McKie.
Mr Telfer came to Muirkirk as blacksmith at the Crossflatt
Pit—Ilong disused and completely forgotten—and on its stop-
page went to the Ironworks Smithy. After 49 years service
there he retired four years ago on account of failing health.

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP
Mr W. Millar from Douglas, took over the Central Gro-
cery Stores previous run by Mr John Kerr, and which was
situated opposite Stilefoot.

OLDPITS
As a result of heavy rain last week (Aug.), several old pit
mouths were opened on the South Moor beyond Springhill
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THIRD CAIRN FOR CAIRNTABLE

Ata public meeting on 10th July it was agreed to proceed
with the building of a memorial on Cairntable in memory of
those who gave their lives in the Great war. This would not
be a rival to the cenotaph, but an addition.

The following inscription would be cut on a stone in the
Cairn—"Erected in memory of the 87 men of Muirkirk Par-
ish who fell in, and also to the honour of the 264 men and 11
women who returned from, the Great War, 1914-1918.

Dates were arranged for the building, and the Ironworks
flag would be hoisted and kept flying during the working
hours, so that unless the flag is flying by noon each day no
building will take place. This was considered necessary be-
cause of the vagaries of the weather.

From the 5th August Issue

After three weeks of strenuous toil an imposing cairn has
been raised on Cairntable. The new cairn is built to commemo-
rate the Great War, the men who fell in it, and the women and
men who safely returned. It has been built by the voluntary
labour of several citizens—girls and boys, men and women.
Some were skilled builders, working under the direction of
Dugald Baird, Esq., manager of the works here, and it is
greatly owing to the zeal and determination which he and
Messrs J. Young and J. F. Porter displayed that the work ad-
vanced so rapidly.

The Memorial is conical in shape, built on light-house lines,
the outside stones locking each other so that unless malicious
force be used the cairn may remain as it is for generations to
come. It is built of sandstone of a high density, and thor-
oughly waterproof. The stones were got close at hand, tons
being quarried by powerful workers, most of whom were
young men.

The monument is wholly in Ayrshire, on Miss Baird's prop-
erty, although on the south it attains to the county march. In
one sense this is a pity, as only the upper half is visible from
Muirkirk. Both of the old cairns are situate on the county
march, and appear on the skyline from our village, and there
is a distance of 55 yards between them. But at the western
end the boundary line trends quickly S.W. by W. for about a
dozen yards to where the new cairn is, and this throws it be-
hind our sky-line. A full view is obtained of the memorial
from what we might term the "Happy Valley" side, but visi-
tors and visits there are few and far between.

Cairntable and our Parish were surveyed in 1850 by a staff
of Government men, under Captain Bayly of the Royal Engi-
neers. The writer knew an old man of 35 years ago (Mr David
Ross), who was one of the local assistants to the surveyors,
and carted their effects to the top of the hill. He said two of
the sappers waited at Cairntable nearly six weeks (in a tent),
in an order to get a glimpse of Scafell, a mountain in
Cumberland, for trigonometrical purposes. One clear Sun-
day morning this was obtained, and the men left immediately
thereafter.

Cairntable is 1944.4 feet above sea level. The highest point
now is the top of the new cairn, which is fully two feet higher
than the others. The cairn is 25 feet in base diameter, and 16
feet in vertical height. The volume is therefore about 2614
cubic feet, and the weight of stone about 146 tons. This is a
vast amount to be handled and put in position in a few days
by an average of about 30 workers.

On Sunday, 15th August, a dedication service took place
at the Memorial Cairn, when it was estimated that a crowd of
around 500 attended. Rev. John Henderson presided, and
Rear Admiral Sir James Fergusson, R.N., K.C.M.G., C.B,,
performed the unveiling ceremony and deposited the two
caskets. The larger case, he said, contained a scroll with the
names of the men and women of the Parish who served in the
War, while a cross was placed opposite the name of each
who fell. In the smaller case were the names of those who
assisted on at least two occasions to build the Cairn, four copies
of the "Advertiser" narrating the cairn building progress, and
a shilling given by old Tom Weir as his mite seeing he was
not now physically fit to make the journey up the hill and
help with the work. Rev. John Henderson said it was his hon-
our and privilege to dedicate the cairn, which he did in prayer.

SEEN AND HEARD

Henry Thomas Inkster was granted a public house licence
for the Douglas Arms.

A miners' ballot on the Government's pay offer showed
571 in favour, and 141 against. Another grievance in Octo-
ber saw the miners on strike for two weeks.

Mr Thomas Floyd published his book of poems entitled
“Cairntable Rhymes,” at a cost of 3/- each

The early “yoke” on the working Saturday at the pits is
now an established fact—start at six, and stop at one.
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EDITORIAL

The War Memorial

In our advertising columns the formal launch of
the Memorial effort is made to-day (9th April). It is
made with a stout heart. The doings of the Parish have
been held up as an example during the war in various
ways. Where else was the Government's allowance to
soldiers' wives and dependants considerably aug-
mented by some shillings per week through local sub-
scriptions, their rents and taxes paid, &c? From where
were parcels sent to the soldiers like those from here?
Nowhere! The raising of the money was done sys-
tematically, and no one is a whit the poorer, while we
stay-at-homes have the consolation of knowing in our
inmost hearts that we did our best for the soldiers and
their dependants, and, further, that it was appreciated.

The war to a large extent is over, and the great ma-
jority of our men are home again to kith and kin. But
while we recognised, and did, our duty to the living,
we have also a duty towards the dead. Very many of
our homes are bereft, and the other members, alas,
know only too well the cost of war, and the loss it has
entailed to them. Only those who have been affected
can fully realise that loss; friends may, and do
symphasise, but they cannot realise the comparative
emptiness of life to may sufferers. We have a debt to
discharge towards the dead. That debt can never be
adequately discharged, but it can partly be. We now
have the opportunity of showing in a tangible way
our appreciation of the efforts of those heroes of our
own flesh and blood, and to hand down their names
to history and future generations—to have them carved
in stone. This has been made comparatively easy
through the gift of a public park by Miss Baird—the
dream of the Muirkirk people realised. As well, £250
is promised from Wellwood House towards the ceno-
taph and the laying out of the park—surely a mag-
nificent gift.

As will be seen from the formal appeal, £2,000 is
required for the Memorial (cenotaph and park). The
Committee lay themselves out to raise £1,000 in cash,
and to leave the other half to be gathered by indirect
means later. One good pull should land the first £1,000
if all put their hands to the rope as they can; the other
£1,000 should be got easily. It is computed that, with
larger donations from some, ten shillings per worker,
or one pound per household, will realise the first
£1,000, and these figures are given as a basis for sub-
scriptions. You can arrange with the collectors to give
by instalments or in a lump sum. You'll get full credit.
Think it over; pull your purse to that amount, and have
a good conscience. That we have the best of the bar-
gain no one will deny.

GLENBUCK GOLDEN WEDDING
1870—1920

Mr and Mrs Robert Lindsay have just celebrated their
Golden Wedding anniversary in Glenbuck. The Lindsays are
well known and highly respected all
over the district, and although Mrs
Lindsay has been in indifferent
health for some time, both she and
her gudeman are bright and cheery.

It was at the age of eleven years
that Mr Lindsay started as a herd
laddie in the Parish of Carmichael,
and at the age of fourteen engaged
himself to "Parishholm," where he
remained for a number of years.
There he married the lady who has
been described to us as “"the bonnie lass o' Wanlockhead,"
and entered the service of the
late Mr Charles Howatson, first
at Daldorch House, Catrine, and
afterwards at the House of Glen-
buck. For the long period of
forty-eight years Mr Lindsay
faithfully served Mr Howatson,
first as a coachman and then as
chauffeur, until death removed
a kind and considerate master.
Mr Lindsay still remains in the
service of the family, as chauffeur, having altogether being
over fifty years in his present situation. When the day of tran-
sition from the carriage-and-pair to the motor car arrived, Mr
Lindsay, though no longer a man in his teens, rose to the
occasion and tackled the wheel, and may now be seen piloting
the family car through the busy streets of Edinburgh and Glas-
gow, and in this and other ways he enjoys the confidence of
the Howatson family.

During the war the worthy couple had four sons serving
their King and Country, and it is to be regretted that one made
the supreme sacrifice. Two kind and thoughtful daughters
brighten the home at Glenbuck, while one is in business in
London.

A LIFE-LINK SNAPPED

By the death of Mrs Swann, Wellwood Street, on 9th De-
cember, a link with the past has been suddenly snapped. Mrs
Swann, who was 96 years of age was a native of Muirkirk,
having been born at Megslea (near the sand Pit on the Golf
Course). Mr Swann, by whom Mrs Swann was predeceased
about six years ago first saw the light at the old Coutburn
Row, a little past Springhill. Mr Swann was a miner, but by
hard study qualified to be a mine manager, and acted in that
capacity at Newmains and elsewhere.. He was conductor of
the local Parish Brass Band. Last week Mrs Swann was the
head of five living generations, all residing in Muirkirk. They
had a family of twelve, and there are ten great-great-grand-
children, and in all something like 150 descendants. It is a
most unique record.
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"THE BURNING QUESTION" ENDS IN SMOKE

A%CORPES PON DENC
L

CHAmpionsHIP—!

In 1920 a lengthy correspondence took place between Mr
Durham Bertram, Glenbuck, and Mr James Donaghy,
Muirkirk, both dancing teachers in their own right, asto which
one held the title "The Champion Clog Dancer of Ayrshire."”
As far as we know the dispute was never settled.

The above cartoon is how the Editor felt about it all!

THE PAVILION (10th June Issue)

By this time next week it is hoped by the management to
have the new pictire house, which is in course of erection at
Smallburn (behind Kinloch-Anderson factory), and has been
named “The Pavillion,” open to the public. The building,
which is rapidly approaching completion, extends to 93 feet
in length and 35 feet in width, while it has accommodation
for 700 persons, including a balcony of 190. Each patron will
be accommodated with a comfortable tip-up chair. The oper-
ating room, in which there will be two machines, is outside
the hall, while the engine room is in a separate building. Mr
Simpson says he is determined to supply the goods. The prices
range from 5d to 1/8, including tax, and there will be seats
for all. There is not a step in the hall, the floor being on the
slope. There are five exits, and different doors for balcony
and pit, while the ventilation has been attended to. It is the
largest hall in the town, and a platform has been added.

PICTURE HOUSES (1st July Issue)

Muirkirk has now two picture houses, Mr Simpson's new
establishment in Smallburn being officially auspiciously
opened on Monday evening . Rather an innovation took place
just before the first picture was screened, when Mr Hughes
of Blaweary, addressed the large gathering on behalf of Mr
Simpson, stating that the building was scarcely yet completed,
while the screen was only temporary, but it was known that
the populace were as weary waiting as he was. He asked for
forbearance in the meantime, and hoped for the success of

the venture. Picture lovers will thus have amusement to their
heart's content, as each has three changes weekly, therefore
to visit each house altern ately means a change every night.
And yet there is talk of even more picture houses, but prob-
ably it is mere talk. Pictures have evidently come to stay; as
well as being educative, they are entertaining.

N.B.—The first programme at the Pavillion was a six-reel
film, “A Peep Behind the Scenes,” from the great stage suc-
cess of that name, and featured Ivy Close.

Mr JOHN H. PRESTON

The subject of our sketch to-day is not a native of Muirkirk,
coming here about 16 years ago, to start business as a hair-
dresser. Since his advent he has
taken a great interest in the af-
fairs of the village, and is a man
of parts. He was for several
terms a parish councillor, retir-
ing only at last election owing
to the call of business. Like
many hairdressers' premises his
shop forms a miniature West-
minster, knotty problems being
debated and thrashed out from
local tittle-tattle to the affairs of
the Realm.

Perhaps no one in the Parish did more for voluntary re-
cruiting during the war than Mr Preston, and, although a mar-
ried man with a family, clinched the argument by joining up
himself. He spent some years in the fighting line, and is proud
of the part he played. And now that at least the Great War is
over he is out to get justice for the sufferers through the fight.
It was mainly through Mr Preston's efforts that the series of
several successful carnivals were instituted.

Musically inclined, he can sing a good song (humorous
preferred), can scrape the @cello, and, as well, can tell a good
story (Riley, for instance). He was also a corner man in the
local troupe of Minstrels of happy memory.

Our subject is an ardent Freemason, and is a Past Master of
the local Lodge. He is also Captain of the local Branch of the
Comrades of the Great War, Secretary of the Merchants' As-
sociation, a member of the Pensions' Committee, and, last,
but not least, a regular contributor to these columns.

SEQUEL TO FATAL ACCIDENT
Arising out of the fatal accident in the boiler explosion that
took place at Muirkirk Ironworks in October of last year, the
widow and family of John Kelly (who was killed by the ex-
plosion) have accepted £1,000 as damages from Messrs Wm.
Baird & Co., Ltd. The case was pending in the Court of Ses-
sion.

SUDDEN DEATH
Mr James Robertson, engineer, from Muirkirk, died sud-
denly while at his work at Grasshill Colliery. He was 62 years
of age.
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FOOTBALL
With the ending of hostilities Europoe and the young blood
return to the village a renewed interest was taken in the sport
of football, and the Muirkirk Athletic junior football team
was re-formed with an enthusiastic Committee cimprising the
following:—

Hon President.................... JOHN YOUNG, J.P.

President........cccceeveveverieieannns ALEX. SIMPSON

SECIEtary ..ocoovevieriveeierc s JOHN BARRIE

THreasurer ......ccevveveneeveeenne, JOHN MOFFAT
Committee:

Sam Rae, A. Gourlay, Matt. Anderson
Jas. Wilson, Willie Colthart, Wm. Kay
and george Gebbie.

There was no League in season 1919-20, but the usual
knock-out compertitions took place. In the 1st round of the
Scottish Cup the Athletic drew 3—3 with Catrine Thistle,
andwonthe replay 2—1. Team:—Park; Williamson, Welsh;
James Anderson, James Davidson, Wallace; Andrew
Dacidson, John Davidson, McNair, Murdoch, Shirkey.

In the 2nd round they defeated Lugar 2—1, and accounted
for Annbank Primrose, 2—1.

They were drawn away to Blantyre Celtic in the fourth
round, and it appears because of ground conditions the game
was played as a friendly, and the Athletic had to return in
January and lost 4—1.

The Athletic Committee were instrumental in getting a
League formed for season 1920-21, be it on the small side.

That season Glenbuck Cherrypickers reached the 4th round
of the Scottish only to lose 3—2 to Dreghorn in a replay.

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1920

BIRTHS

BUCHANAN.—At Wellwood Street on 24th May, to Mr and
Mrs Neil Buchanan; a son.

TAIT.—At Cowdenbeath on 7th August to Mr and Mrs Rob-
ert C. Tait; twins (boy and girl).

MARRIAGES
JOHN FINDLAY to NELLIE WARDROP on 16th January.

PETER ANDERSON to HELEN MAXWELL in New Zea-
land on 23rd December.

ANDREW MCcSKIMMING to MARGARET McCALL on
13th February.

JOHN KEAN to MARGARET WILLIAMSON on 18th June.
JOHN BAIRD to Mary BRODIE on 10th August,

HUGH WALLACE to AGNES ARCHIBALD on 25th Au-
gust.

JOHN CAMPBELL to JANE CLARK on 10th September.

JAMES ANDERSON to MARGARET HILL on 24th Sep-
tember.

DEATHS

HAMILTON.—At Cumnock on 31st January, May Hamil-
ton, aged 4 years, of Garronhill House.

TELFER.—At Glasgow Road on 22nd February, James Telfer
aged 74 years; for 49 years blacksmith at Muirkirk Iron-
works.

FERGUSON.—In U.S.A. on 8th February, David Ferguson.

BAIRD.—At Glasgow on 26th March, Euphemia Baird, aged
24 years, of Kateshall.

MILLAR.—At Renfrew, Marion Gemmell, aged 79 years,
of Garronhill.

WILSON.—At Ronaldo Place on 11th April, Christina
Gibson, aged 42 years.

ROSS.—At Morton Place on 23rd May, Isabella Baird, aged
70 years.

GIBSON.—At Stirling on 30th May, Edward Clark Gibson,
aged 15 years.

ROGERSON.—In Australia on 21st April, Margaret Jane,
aged 24 years; late of Midhouse.

QUEEN.—At Garronhill on 21st July, Mary Cameron Rose,
aged 5 months.

GIBSON.—At Main Street on 19th July, James Gibson
(Joiner), aged 70 years.

BROWN.—At Blackwood's Buildings on 2nd August, James
Scott Brown, aged 85 years.

TELFER.—In U.S.A. on 6th July, James Telfer (late of
Muirkirk), aged 94 years.

FOSTER.—At Greenock Mains on 8th August, John Foster
(Farmer), aged 80 years.

TAIT.—At Cowdenbeath on on 15th August, Isabella Young.
THOMSON.—A s the result of an accident in Kames Pit on
12th August, Thomas Hunter Thomson, aged 28 years.
MITCHELL.—At Grasshill Farm, Glenbuck on 21st August,

Marion Cunningham, aged 75 years,

LOGIE.—At Main Street on 29th August, Janet Murdoch,
aged 58 years.

SAMSON.—At 15 Midhouse Row on 31st August, David
Samson, aged 76 years.

LINDSAY.—At Glenbuck on 14th September, Janet Ritchie.

McCARTNEY.—At Kerr's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 21st
September, Margaret Muir, aged 64 years.

McDONALD.—At Smallburn on 23rd October, Agnes
Watson, aged 53 years.

TODD.—At Main Street on 29th October, James Todd, aged
3 months.

McWHINNIE.—At Smallburn on 1st November, John
McWhinnie, aged 69 years.

HASTINGS.—At Glasgow on 19th November, Dugald Hast-
ings, aged 27 years.

ADAMSON.—At Main Street on 26th November, Jane
McFarlane, aged 78 years.

SWANN.—ALt Wellwood Street on 9th December, Elizabeth
Park, aged 95 years.

ROBERTSON.—At Main Street on 24th December, James
Robertson, aged 62 years.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
(1921)

INDUSTRIAL UNREST
All was not well countrywide as far as industry was con-
cerned, but the reporting of local troubles was rather sketchy,
and the following excerpts from the various issues should
through some light on the subject.

31st March Issue.—Government control of coal in this
industry ends today. As coal is not being produced at an eco-
nomical rate, the miners have for some weeks been under
notice of reduction of wages as from 1st April. The men have
rejected the owners' proposal for a wage settlement on a dis-
trict basis, claiming that on their part that a national wages
board should be set up, and that there should be a national
pooling of profits. To this the owners are opposed. Unless
some arrangement is come to to-night (Thursday) it is ex-
pected that tomorrow the mines will be deserted. At a confer-
ence in London yesterday it was intimated that even the
enginemen and pumpmen would be withdrawn.

7th April Issue.—

Under the Fuel Regulations just intimated by the Govern-
ment, in consideration of the coal crisis, not more than one
cwt. of coal is allowed to be delivered to each household per
week. Good job it isn't the dead of winter.

14th April Issue.—

As a result of the coal crisis, stagnation has set in in every
industry, and short time or suspension is the rule. On Sunday
hopes rose when the enginemen resumed, although, as it
turned out, their efforts had made little appreciable differ-
ence on the volume of water in the pits up till the time when
they were again called out on Tuesday night. At the local pits
the officials are carrying out the operations. Estimates of the
time required to pump the water gathered in the local pits
ranged from two months till all summer.

A special meeting of the School Management Committee
for this area is being held at Cumnock today, to consider the
question of providing meals to necessitous school children.
The Education Authority have already approved of the prin-
ciple, and remitted the matter to the Central Committee on
School Management, who in turn have produced a scheme
which the Area Committees are to put into operation.

21st April Issue.—

Like every other undertaking where coal is essential, Gas
Companies are feeling the pinch. Already several have closed
down; in others gas is available only a certain number of hours.
A few Companies are reserving it for night, but Kirkcudbright
is supplying it during the day, for industrial purposes and
cooking, and this seems a reasonable view. It turns out that
the local Gas Company have coal to supply gas for the next
six days only, and unless a further supply of black diamonds
is forthcoming at the end of that time the supply of gas will
automatically cease. In the meantime consumers are asked to
use as little gas as possible, so as to conserve the supply, and
thus make it last all the longer.

Everything in the district is proceeding in orderly fashion,
and in a way creditable to all concerned.

Communal feeding, or what is commonly known as the
"soup kitchen" system, was begun in Muirkirk on Monday.
The matter has been approached in a most systematic way,
the various Unions participating—Furnacemen's Union, Min-
ers' Union, Enginemen's Union, and the Muirkirk-Kinnox men.
Each Union pays according to the number of rations given out
to its members. The expenditure is to be totalled weekly, and
thus the cost of each ration will be arrived at. No hard and fast
line is drawn to exclude parties that are not in any Union; for
instance such unemployed can have service by paying for their
rations in the usual way. Widows are in the same position,
while we understand an arrangement is practically in force
whereby the Education Authority is to come good for the ra-
tions supplied to school children. The arrangement is work-
ing smoothly, and, as before mentioned, the work is done sys-
tematically. The goods are being paid for, thus disposing of
any semblance of charity.

The food is cooked in boilers—three on the Southside, and
four in the village. Two sub-conveners are appointed to man-
age each boiler, while the convener for the Southside is Mr
John McCall, and for the village Mr John Colthart. On Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays soup and bread are
served, a slice of bread of about seven or eight slices to the 2-
Ib. loaf being supplied with each ration of soup; on Wednes-
days, Saturdays, and Sundays, dry rations consisting of pota-
toes and bread are supplied.

It may be interesting to give the number of rations served
during the first three days. Southside—Monday 846, Tuesday
905, Wednesday 942; Village—Monday 897, Tuesday 1001,
Wednesday 1005. Other two boilers are on today—one on
each side of the water.

Like many places there is a dearth of coal in the bunkers
here, but, unlike most districts, coal is to be had, and is being
had. Various outcrops in the vicinity are being worked to
“keep the home fires burning,” and shifts are at it during al-
most all the twenty-four hours. The coal is very soft, but is
most welcome. In this way we are lucky in being in a coal
district.

Pumping operations are proceeding at the various pits in
the Parish, the officials working in shifts.

28th April Issue:—

As well as supplying hot dinners to necessitous children
during the present industrial crisis, the local educational dig-
nitaries have arranged to supply the specially necessitous with
breakfast, and in this connection it may be mentioned that on
Tuesday morning fifty were supplied and on Wednesday fully
forty at Furnace Road, and about a dozen at Main Street School.
The meal consists of hot cocoa, bread, and jam at Furnace
Road, tea supplanting cocoa at Main Street. The staff under-
take the work in turns.

7th May Issue—

The industrial crisis continues. Negotiations between the
miners, the owners, and the Government having completely
broken down. No hope is entertained for an early settlement.
Locally the miners are passing the time on their allotments,
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and in keeping the fires burning and communal kitchens go-
ing. About 3,000 are being fed in the Parish daily from the
kitchens. The Education Committee are meeting the full bill
for the children of school age, while they are also supplying
breakfast to a number at the schools. Quietness and no fric-
tion is a laudable feature in the dispute.

26th May Issue.—

The soup kitchens under the auspices of the local Miners'
Unions still continue the work of supplying meals at mid-
day. In additions the managements have this week instituted
an afternoon meal, consisting of half-a-pint of tea, a slice of
bread and butter, and a roll and jam for each member of the
household, and in this connection it may be mentioned that
in one day 1,6000 rations were served out in Muirkirk, and
550 in Glenbuck. In addition, through the Child Welfare As-
sociation, a pint of milk is supplied for each necessitous child
under five years of age in the district. The work is being car-
ried out systematically and thoroughly, and it is a relief to
feel that there should be no such thing as starvation in our
midst.

The latest news is that unless a further supply of coal can
be obtained, which at present seems highly improbable, there
will be no gas next week at the town gasworks.

9th June Issue.—

The shutting down of the Gas Works for want of coal is
telling perhaps more on industries depending on gas for power
than on householders. The bakers say they are "no' gettin' on
ava," and that each man has a "skinfu' o' sair banes." So far as
the "Advertiser" is concerned, it was a case of either shutting
shop or presenting a miniature edition to the public in the
meantime, as it was found impossible to turn the larger and
heavier machinery by hand for the requisite number. Adapt-
ing itself to the times in which we live, in its small way the
"Advertiser" will still be a means of conveying notices, etc.,
to the local public.

N.B.—In all six miniature 4-page issues were published, each
measuring 10-inches long by 6 inches wide.

16th June Issue.—
MINERS' BALLOT

Muirkirk
For Acceptance of Offer .................. 254
Against Acceptance of Offer............. 267
Glenbuck
For Acceptance of Offer .........cc.co...... 63
Against Acceptance of Offer............. 117

23rd June Issue.—

The coal strike drags on. Disappointment with the result of
the ballot is quite apparent. The bread rations at the soup kitch-
ens have been somewhat reduced. The Miners' Union is out
with a notice with regard to the digging of coal from out-
crops, etc. Locally the miners are conducting g themselves
creditably.

7th July Issue.—
MINERS' STRIKE ENDED

The strike officially ended last Friday, although the miners
in this district were not enamoured with the terms.

At Galawhistle work commenced on Monday, and coal is
being produced. All of the men are not yet employed, and it
will be a week before operations are in full swing.

At Carmacoup the same conditions prevail as at
Galawhistle. The most is being made of the places workable.

Grasshill pits are cleared of water, and some of the ponies
are down again, but owing to falls and debris some little time
must elapse before coalgetters are at work.

There is still a considerable volume of water in Kames pits,
and it is estimated that it will be from a month to six weeks
ere coal is got there.

21st July Issue.—

Although this summer swallows have been oftner seen than
miners, these sons of toil are now much more in evidence.
Work is in full swing at Carmacoup and Galawhistle, while
at Grasshill and Kames work is being partially resumed this
week. In Grasshill difficulties are being experienced with the
roads, while although there is a good volume of water still in
Kames pits, the higher workings are clear.

With a supply of gas again available, matters are quickly
resuming their normal aspect. One of the chimneys at the
Ironworks even omitting smoke the other day. Luxuries and
entertainment will soon have an innings.

4th August Issue.—

It is said that matters are not going too sweetly at Kennox
Colliery, a section of the men alleging that the standard wage
is not forthcoming. A deputation has met with the manage-
ment, and further conversations are to take place, when it is
hoped the difficulty will be got over.

25th August Issue.—

Practically all the miners in the district are now employed,
there being two shifts at Kames. No. 2 is not yet in order,
and all are accommodated in No. 1. The dismantling of
Lightshaw Pit, which has been in operation for a year or two,
is also in progress. Owing to dull trade, the miners have lost a
few days since re-starting.

8th September Issue.—

Working days and idle days are presently the rule at all the
pits in the district, with the exception of Galawhistle, which
is stopped meantime. It is expected that this colliery, too, will
get a move on when opportunity permits, probably within the
next week or two.

15th September Issue.—
The local Ironworkers, who have been idle for six months,
through the stoppage of the furnaces here, have had recourse
to communal feeding to live. They are having a hard time.
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THE FURNACES OUT (March Issue)

Things look black at the Ironworks, in more senses than
one. In common with most furnaces throughout the length
and breadth of the land, operations have ceased for the time
being, and all three furnaces are out, consequent on the stag-
nation in the steel trade through the high cost of production.
It was a quiet spot yesterday; it seemed as still as the grave.
We are led to believe that, now that the furnaces are out, they
are likely to remain in this condition, not for days, or weeks,
but for months—unfortunately. Work at the shops is still pro-
ceeding, but in a short time they will also be affected.. Let us
hope that it does not extend to pits.

N.B.—But it did as the preceding columns show.

Mr THOMAS FLOYD
Author of "Cairntable Rhymes."

One of Scotland's greatest assets is its wealth of songs and
poems, and to the list of such existing print “Cairntable
Rhymes” will be no mean addition.

A canny Scot, an ardent lover of the Doric, a zealous stu-
dent of Nature, a patriot, a local historian, modest to a fault,
Mr Floyd's favourite pastime is the study of poetry and flow-
ers.

Beginning work at the early age of 10 years, and to a large
extent, self educated, the subject of our sketch has walked
through life with his eyes and ears open and his mouth prac-
tically shut, occasionally giving vent to his feelings in verse,
many of the stanzas probably woven to the throbs of the en-
gine during his many years' experience on the footplate.

The majority of the poems have already appeared in the
“Advertiser,” but there are some new faces, and, the themes
being local, their humour and pathos, satire and sentiment,
have been enjoyed and appreciated by Muirkirkers all over
the world.

Mr Floyd has no desire for fame, and would have preferred
to remain in the quiet seclusion of Woodside, but the publi-
cation of the Rhymes has been thrust upon him by many
friends who feel that the verses should be preserved.

The enthusiasm with which the first announcement of the
intended publication was hailed, and now the actual publica-
tion realised, cannot but give Mr Floyd much pleasure, while
the knowledge that he has thus added his quota to the poeti-
cal literature of our moorland village, and will leave behind
him what will in the future be heirlooms from generation to
generation, cannot but afford him great satisfaction.

Rev. JOHN HENDERSON, B.D.
Parish Minister

The subject of our sketch to-day is a well-known figure in
the district. Mr Henderson came to Muirkirk in succession to
the late Robert Montgomery in 1910, and since then has suc-
cessfully carried on the work of the Church with tact and
ability, obeying the Divine injunction to “rejoice with those
who do rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn,” and to
very many indeed he acts as a “guide, philosopher, and friend.”
Unlike some members of his profession, Mr Henderson is far
from effeminate in his manner, being frank and outspoken.
As one lady put it the other day to the writer—*“I like Mr
Henderson; what he has tae say, he jist says't.”

Since his advent to Muirkirk, Mr Henderson has taken an
active interest in the affairs of the Parish. He was a member
of the School Board during the last term of its existence, and

his work in this connection still continues in the Education .

Authority and the School Management Committee for the
Area, while from his pen come the various interesting reports
of both bodies from time to time appearing in these columns.
During the war probably no one in the Parish wrought harder
for the soldiers and their dependants than Mr Henderson, in
the way of securing comforts, grants, etc., while at the dis-
bandment of the Volunteers he held the rank of Lieutenant in
the local Company.

The Minister is nothing if not a sport, and he carries no
cobwebs. He successfully captained the local Nomads cricket
team for several seasons, and they have yet to be defeated.
Those who took part in the games will not forget the advice
and encouragement given by the Captain.

As a competitive milliner at a carnival he may be no great
shakes, and he may use buchram for trimming, but, as a mem-
ber of the Peripatetics when any good cause requires finan-
cial assistance, off goes the cloth, and he would be hard to
beat at hauling in the cash. May such energy long continue.

TO OUR
READERS AND ADVERTISERS
(24th November Issue)

Commencing with next weeks issue the price of the
"Advertiser" will be REDUCED to One Half Penny,
and this, it is hoped, will now be the permanant price.
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FOOTBALL (Season 1921-22)
Muirkirk Battlefield reached the 7th round of the Scottish
Juvenile Cup competition but lost 5—3 to Oswald Thistle

They did however win the Glasgow House Trophy by beat-
ing Darnconnar Britannia by 2—o0.

Muirkirk Athletic met Auchinleck Talbot in the final of
the Mauchline Cup but lost 2—a0. In the Coylton Cup semi-
final they went down 2—0 to New Coylton United.

In the Cumnock Cup final Glenbuck Cherrypickers beat
Talbot 1—0.

The Athletic beat Ayr Fort in the 2nd round of the Scottish
Juniors Cup competition, and below is how the cartoonist of
the time saw the result.

MUIRKIRK STORM THE FORT, AND NOW AWAIT KILBARCHAN

Unfortunately for them the Athletic lost this third round tie
by 1—0.

OBITUARY
The death of Mr Hugh Miller, clerk, Catcheyburn, severed
another link with old Muirkirk. Mr Miller had been with
Messrs Wm. Baird & Co. for the long period of 55 years. Mr
Miller had entered the Company's employment at Hurlford
in 1866 and was transferred to Muirkirk in 1872,

FOUND, a pair of Spectacles. Loser apply to the "Adver-
tiser" Office.

LOCAL STATIATICS —1921

BIRTHS
YOUNG.—In Canada on 17th January, to Mr and Mrs John
Young, a son.

MARRIAGES

ROBERT WARDROP to Mary Shields on 31st December,
1920.

WILLIAM JACK to ELIZABETH KENT on 28th January.

THOMAS KERR to CATHERINE GRAHAM on 4th March.

JAMES WYLLIE to ANNABELLA PICKERING on 11th
March.

WILLIAM ADAMSON to AMELIA SIMPSON on 10th June.

DEATHS
HAMILTON.—At Glasgow on 2st January, Isabella Hamil-
ton, aged 26 years.

HUGHES.—At Railway Buildings on 23rd January, Matthew
Hughes, aged 5 months.

RICHARDSON.—At Garronhill on 20th January, Richard
Richardson, aged 4 years 5 months.

MARSHALL.—At Hunter's Buildings on 27th January, Jane
Samson, aged 52 years.

MITCHELL.—At Douglas Place on 29th January, James
Mitchell (Ironmonger), aged 62 years.

ROSS.—At Glasgow Road on 28th January, Edith Ross, aged
20 years and 11 months.

MACKIN.—At 23 Springhill Terrace on 8th February, Agnes
Mackin, aged 72 years.

McCARTNEY.—At Kerr's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 6th Feb-
ruary, John McCartney, aged 69 years.

LOGAN.—At Paisley on 15th February, William Logan, of
Fleming Cottage.

BAIN.—At Dalziel's Buildings, Glenbuck on 18th February,
John Bain, aged 30 years.

SMITH.—At Linkieburn Square on 19th February, Archibald
Smith, aged 47 years.

McKENZIE.—At Main Street on 23rd February, Donald
McKenzie, aged 5 months.

LOGIE.—At Sloan's Buildings, Main Street, on 4th March,
James Logie, aged 60 years.

RAMSAY.—At Main Street on 26th January, William
Ramsay, aged 5 weeks.

WOOD.—At Wishaw on 10th March, Margaret Donnelly,
aged 68 years.

BARR.—At 20 Grasshill Row on 15th March, Mary Bone,
aged 44 years.

McDONALD.—At Ronaldo Place on 18th March, Mary
McDonald, aged 16 years. CROSBIE.—At 3 Jubilee Row,
Glenbuck, on 8th April, Rachel Muir, aged 57 years.

YOUNG.—At Kilmarnock on 17th April, Margaret
McPherson, aged 61 years.
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LESLIE.—At 8 Torhill Row on 29th April, Janet Dalziel,
aged 41 years.

LOVE.—At Torhill on 24th May, Elizabeth Gibb, aged 69
years.

McKINNON.—At Mossend on 9th June, Thomas McKinnon,
aged 66 years.

HARNESS.—At Harkness' Buildings on 9th August, George
Harkness, aged 81 years.

McKAY.—At Woodview, Garronhill, on 9th August, Eliza-
beth McKay, aged 2% years.

HENDRY.—At Knowe View on 4th September, Catherine
Muir, aged 73 years.

ROSS.—At Victoria Buildings on 4th September, Jane Cur-
rie, aged 62 years.

BROWN.—At Victoria Buildings on 18th September, Jeanie
Brown, aged 50 years.

McGOWAN.—At Lochgelly on 18th October, Lizzie Logie,
aged 59 years, late of Torhill.

SAMSON.—ALt 26 Midhouse Row on 14th November, Janet
Stevenson, aged 88 years.

BUCHANAN.—ALt Bridge Street on 24th November, Neil
Buchanan (Plumber), aged 77 years

MOFFAT.—At Stableyard on 18th November, William
Moffat, aged 66 years.

SAMSON.—At Garronhill House on 17th December,
Crawford Brown, aged 82 years.

SHAW.—At Garronhill on 19th December, James Shaw, aged
39 years.

SEEN AND HEARD

A three-day New Year Carnival to help raise funds for the
War Memorial (cenotaph and Victory Park) was held in the
Furnace Road School. £337 was raised by the effort.

Mr Fred Wright took over the tailor's workshop in Main
Street previously occupied by Mr James Steele.

Mr Archibald Fairbairn's Welsh pony, "Dolly," died sud-
denly, aged 18 years.

Wellwood Chapter, O.E.S., No. 159 was instituted on 28th
May, when the principals were Sister Mrs M. Baillie as W.M.
and Bro. Peter Mackie as W.M.

Wellwood House is let for part of the summer.

In July at London Major Humphrey G. M. Lindsay and
Miss Edith Broun Baird of Wellwood were married.

A twelve-man team from Muirkirk Golf Club visited Doug-
las and won a fine match by 8—4. In the return match the
following week with a sixteen-man team Muirkirk won eas-
ily 12—2, two games being halved.

Mr William McMillan, Main Street, caught a salmon in
the River Ayr just below Greenockmains. It scaled 8%2-Ibs,
and measured 29%s-inches in length and 14Ys-inches in girth.

A bazaar at Glenbuck in aid of the Cherries realised the
grand sum of £171.

Our Silhouette Salon

Mr CHARLES P. BELL

The subject of this sketch is one of the best known men in
Muirkirk. Coming to Muirkirk something like 36 years ago,
he has the honour of having served the ratepayers longer than
any other teacher in the Parish. A native of Ecclefechan, Dum-
friesshire, Mr Bell is the son of a parish schoolteacher, and
just as the son of the green isle said he was “Irish and proud
of it,” so Mr Bell is proud of the land of his nativity and his
genealogy as well. Throughout all these years, Mr Bell has
taken a keen interest in the young, and in the affairs of the
Parish.

For many years he trained the younger generation for
kinderspeils, all of which were most successful. Along with
the late Mr Donald, the revered Parish Schoolmaster here, he
took a warm interest in the now-defunct Literary Society, and
was a regular contributor by way of papers and in debate.
Being well read, he can speak or write on almost any subject, -
and has been a frequent contributor to this journal, while he
was secretary of the local Sports Committee for a number of
years. As a black and white artist Mr Bell is well known, also
as a local historian, and in this way he knows every footpath
in the Parish, has walked to Glasgow, Ayr, Edinburgh, Car-
lisle, and Kirkcudbright.

A bit of a “soldier bold,” in his younger days he was three
years in the 3rd Lanark, Glasgow. Before the demise or hi-
bernation of the local Horticultural Society, Mr Bell was a
keen competitor in the vegetable section, in which he secured
many prizes. In parsnips and carrots especially, he benched
some meritorious exhibits, in the raising of which he used
tar, salt, and even his wife's curtains to keep off marauding
insects. Now Mr Bell has taken to poultry, and is keeping his
record of eggs, and here it may be said that unless a record is
worth keeping it is not kept, for while one may make a ban
record, such is not preserved except by one's “friends.” Mr
Bell lost his eldest son (an officer) in the war, and, shortly
after, his wife joined the “great majority,” and these bereave-
ments visibly shook the burly frame.

It is a lasting testimonial to Mr Bell that the children like
him, and being unorthodox in his manner, the youth of the
generation look back with pleasure on the time they spent
under his tuition. Mr Bell began his life's labour in Muirkirk
and here he will probably end it, amongst his many friends.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN
(1922)

MUIRKIRK: ABOUT 100 YEARS AGO

Below is given to-day a description of Muirkirk Parish of
about 100 years ago (possibly round about 1820). This is
culled from a gazetteer of Scotland, and we trust may also
prove interesting and informative:

MUIRKIRK is a parish in the extreme north-east of Ayr-
shire, containing the most easterly land in the county. It is
bounded on the north and east by Lanarkshire; on the south
and south-west by Auchinleck; and on the west and north-
west by Sorn and Galston. Its greatest length, from east to
west, is 9 miles; its greatest breadth, from Forrestcairn to
Stoneyhill, is 8% miles; and its area is about 58 square miles.
On all sides except the west and the north-west, or over a
sweeping segment of 25 miles, its boundary is a water-
shedding line of summits. The surface of the interior is a
rough, broken, dreary expanse of moorish hills, averaging
from 800 to 1,000 feet in altitude, tame on outline, darkly
heathy in general dress, now rising in solitary heights, and
now forming ridges, which run towards almost every point of
the compass, slenderly intersected with uninteresting valley
grounds, and nearly altogether destitute of either grandeur or
any other attraction of landscape. Cairntable, onthe boundary
with Lanarkshire, near the south-east extremity, is the highest
ground, attains an altitude of 1,650 feet above sea level, and
commands, on a clear day, an extensive and diversified
prospect. About the middle of the eastern boundary, and half-
a-mile inland from it, are two artificial lakes, jointly covering
121 acres, cut out at the beginning of the century by Messrs
Finlay & Co. of Glasgow, as reservoirs to supply their cotton-
works at Catrine. Issuing from the first of these, and traversing
the second, the River Ayr runs 8 miles westward through the
parish, cutting it into very nearly equal parts. Of numerous
independent streams, all of local origin, which join in its
progress, the chief on its right bank are Powness, Greenock,
and Whitehaugh waters, respectively 3, 9% and 5 miles long,
and on its left are Garpel Water and Poscribeburn, respec-
tively 4 and 2 miles long. The Ayr and the Greenock have a
few eels, and abound with blackish coloured trout. Only about
one thirtieth of the area of the parish isin the village; about two
fifteenths have been ploughed, but cannot fairly be reckoned
arable or cultivated ground; and all the remainder, excepting
about 200 acres of plantation, amounting to five-sixths, are
either totally waste or wildly pastoral. A natural forest waved
its shadow, in the 12th century, over a large part, perhaps
nearly the whole, of the surface; and has left dreary memorials
both in such names as Netherwood and Harwood, worn by
utterly tree-less farms, and in long trunks and branches deeply
buried in moss. The mountain-ash is the chief tree which
appears to grow spontaneously; it adorns the wildest scenes;
and unexpectedly meets the eye by the side of a barren rock or
sequestered stream, seldom seen except by the inhabitants of
the air or the solitary shepherd and his flock. Coal lies on both
sides of the Ayr,

atno greater adepth than 60 fathoms, in six seams aggregately
30% feet thick, and severally 3%, 3, 7, 9, 2%2 and 5%; and is
mined on the most approved plans and in very large quantities
both for exportation and for local consumption and manufac-
ture. lronstone occurs in the coal-field. in five workable
seams, so thick that three tons of stone are obtained under
every square yard of surface. Limestone likewise plentifully
occurs, and is worked jointly with the ironstone and coal. Lead
and manganese have been found, but not in such quantities as
to be remuneratingly worked.

The parish is deeply and pathetically associated with the
martyrly history of the Covenanters. Of various monuments
the most remarkably is the tomb-stone of the eminent and
devout Scottish worth, John Brown at Priesthill, a hamlet
about three miles from Muirkirk. On the top of Cairntable
there was anciently, according to tradition, a place of worship,
and there are still two large cairns.

The villages are GLENBUCK [which see] and Muirkirk,
noticed below. The parish is traversed eastward by the turn-
pike between Ayr and Edinburgh, and southward by the road
between Glasgow and Dumfries by way of Strathaven. Popu-
lation in 1801, 2,560; in 1831, 2,816. Houses 442. Assessed
property in 1815, £3,820. Muirkirk isin the Presbytery of Ayr,
and synod of Glasgow and Ayr. Patron, the Marquis of
Hastings. Stipend, £157 17s 3d; glebe £20. The Parish Church
was built in 1813. Sittings 913. An United Secession congre-
gation was established in the village of Muirkirk in 1822; and
next year built a place of worship at the cost of £900. Sittings
380 Stipend £71. An independent congregation was estab-
lished in 1799 or 1800. Their place of worship, also situated
in Muirkirk, was originally two dwelling-houses, is let as a
school-room during the week, and, along with adjacentground,
was valued in 1836, at probably £50. Sittings 130. According
to an ecclesiastical survey made in 1836, the population then
consisted of 2,596 churchmen, 320 dissenters, and 33 nonde-
scripts, inall 2,949 persons. Parish schoolmaster’s salary £28,
with £30 fees, and £5 other emoluments. There are four non-
parochial schools, one of them supported by the Ironworks
Company. Till 1631 the parish was included in Mauchline.
The church erected in it, at its being made independent, was
apparently called “The Kirk of the Muir,” abbreviatedly
Muirkirk, and more formally the Muirkirk of
Kyle. MUIRKIRK, a village near the centre of the
cognominal parish on the River Ayr, at the intersection of the
Ayr and Edinburgh, and the Glasgow and Dumfries roads, 13
miles south of Strathaven, 14 miles east of Mauchline, 25%
miles north-east by Ayr, 43 miles north-north-west of Dum-
fries, 30 miles south-east by south of Glasgow, and 51 miles
south-west of Edinburgh. The village is of modern date, was
brought into existence and nursed by the discovery and
smelting of iron-ores, originally bore the name of Garan, from
a height on which its earliest houses stood, and is thus noticed
in the old statistical account: “The only village, or rather
clachan, as they are commonly called that deserves the name,
lies at a small distance from the church, by the side of the high
road, onarising ground called Garanhill, which therefore give
name to the range of houses that occupy it. They have
increased greatly in number since
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the commencement of works, and new houses and new streets
have risen around them. Many new houses, besides some of
them of a very neat structure, have been built at the works
themselves, and others are daily appearing that will, in a short
time, greatly exceed, in number and elegance, those of the old
village, formerly, indeed, the only one that the parish could
boast.” The place has not had uniform prosperity, and contin-
ues to be subject to fluctuations and retrogression; but, on the
whole, it flourishes as the seat of a great and very gloomy
manufacturer of iron, and at present numbers about 2,000
inhabitants, all dependent on the ironworks. These works
comprise three large blast furnaces for making pig-iron, an
extensive forge for making bar-iron, a foundry, some works
for the manufacture of British or coal-tar, and some extensive
works for tiles and lime. The pig-iron made here is reckoned
by founders soft, easily melted, and of the best quality; and the
bar-iron, owing partly to the peculiar mode of working it, and
partly to the suitable quality of the coals, is superior to any
produced in Britain, and little if at all inferior to the best
produced in Sweden.

The New Statistical Account says, that the materials con-
sumed in making one ton of pig-iron are 2 tons 12 cwt. of
ironstone, 8 tons 12 cwt. of coals, and 19 cwt 3 quarters of
lime; and that, in 1837, 400 workmen were employed, and
worked eight hours a day during six days in the week.
Connected with the iron-works are some canals and railways
of limited extent. The village, as a place of residence, can be
tolerable only by the hardy and prosaic class who actually
inhabit it; its dense envelopment in murky smoke - its deeply
dingy or sepulchral tints from coal pits and furnaces - its
unmusical and deafening clang of rude vulcan operations -
and its environment with a landscape of treeless, heathy,
moorland hill, render it to persons of taste and sensitiveness
almost the beau ideal of what is disagreeable and dreary. Coals
are obtained for private consumption at about 3s 6d or 3s 9d
per ton. The village has three friendly societies, two large
circulating libraries, two inns, and more than usual proportion
of ale-houses, and annual fares, ill-attended and of inconsid-
erable importance, in July, August and December.”

GLENBUCK is a village in the parish of Muirkirk, district of
Kyle, Ayrshire. It stands in a wild and secluded situation
among the mountains, near the road between Ayr and Edin-
burgh. Some iron-works in the vicinity, erected and for some
time carried on by an English company, occasioned it being
built for the housing of the miners. But the works, having a
considerable period ago, been abandoned, the village has been
falling into decay. Population 237.

NEW JANITOR

On 28th February Mr James McCartney was appointed
janitor, compulsory officer, and drill instructor, to replace Mr
Brown, at Furnace Road School. There was a large list of
applicants, and it took the Committee 2 hours to reduce this to
a long leet of nine, and finally to a short leet of four.

Eventually it was reduced to two—Mr McCartney and Mr
John Moffat. The final vote resulted in a tie. The Chairman,
did not want to use his casting vote, and the issue was settled
by tossing a coin.

COMPARATIVE PRICES
With the official index figures of the cost of living falling,
it will be interesting to our readers to consider the compara-
tive prices of some foodstuffs advertised in our columns last
year at this time, and the prices ruling to-day.
Last Year's To-day's
Prices Prices

Margarine—Fresh, per 1o ........ccccoeevnenn. 1/5 10d
Salt o 1/6 7d
Blue Band ............cccovevennne. 1/10 1/-
Butter—Fresh ... 5/3 2/-
Danish ... 3/4 1/6
Eggs—Country, per Dozen .........ccoveee. 5/6 4/-
Danish ..o, 4/6 3/-
Syrup—Lyle's, per Tin .....cccvvevevncvnnnnn, 17 1/5
Golden, per 2-Ib. ......c.ccoeevenenee. 1/4Y, 1/1
Roast Dripping, per Ib. .....cccvvvvevennnnn 1/8 1/1
Hams—Wiltshire Bacon .............ccccceuene. 3/4 2/4
Smoked Ham ... 3/- 1/10
Ayrshire Bacon ........ccccccceeeeeneae 3/- 1/10
Corned Beef & Mutton .............. 1/9 1/3
Boiled Bacon ........cc.cccoevenenne 3/10 2/6
SaIMON ... 2/2%> 1/8
Flour—White, per Stone .........ccocoecevvenenne. 5/- 2/10
Self-Raising .......ccccovveeeiicicicene 6/- 2/10
Sugar—Brown, per Ib. ..o 7d 4%
Granulated ........cccoevrriiercenn 9d 5%
Raisins—Muscatels .............ccooveierienns 1/4 1/3
SURANAS ... 1/6 1/5
CUITANES ..o 1/2 10d
Jams and Jellies, 2-1b Jar—
Apple and Plum Jelly .......ccccocenee. 2[-  1/5%
Apple and Gooseberry Jelly ............. 2/- 1/6
Raspberry Flavoured Jelly ............... 25  1/4%
Damson Jelly ..o, 2/10 2/3
Red Currant Jelly ........ccccocvverieiennnn 33 2/-
Bramble Jelly ........cooeoveiinie. 2/8 1/8
Damson Jam ........cccoccerniiinniennnnns 2110  2/3%
Apple and Strawberry Jam .............. 2/9 10d
Indian Corn, per Stone........cccceevreeerennen. 2/6 1/4
Indian Meal ... 2/8 1/4
WHEAL......ccvivieeeiee e 3/- 2/-
TRIFAS ..o 2/4 1/4
Mixed Grain ........ccoeeevevevevieese e 3/3 2/-
Tinned Fruits—Pears ..........cccooecvvneninne. 2/6 2/2
Peaches ........ccccoceevrieience 2/5 1/6
PAYo] 4 1o70) ST 213 1/3%
Soap—Sunlight, per Bar.........ccccceceveene. 9d 6d
Paraffin Qil, per Gallon ...........ccccoeennenn. 2/4 1/6
Candles, Each ... 2% 1%
INFLUENZA OUTBREAK

The flu epidemic continued to ravage the village, and in
the month of January alone there were nine deaths, the virus
claiming old and young alike.
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SEEN AND HEARD
The Wee Tree Wood is presently being re-planted (across
from the Cemetery).

At Glenbuck Grasshill Colliery is out of action because of
a broken pump rod, and Blawweary and Kinnox Pits are on
strike.

Muirkirk Station ambulance team won the Directors Cup
at a competition at Barassie. The team was:—Messrs Jas. G.
Hodge, Hugh Pringle, Jas. Girdwood, Jas. Ferguson (captain),
and Jas. Williamson.

Licences were granted to Mr John Wilson, mineral water
salesman, Hamilton, for the Empire Bar; and Mr Robert Burns
Cummings, store manager, for the Ironworks Store.

Thomas S. Johnstone opened his Newsagents business in
Furnace Road on 7th July.

Death was announced of Father Puissant, who was priest
at St. Thomas' Church from 1909 till 1920.

The shock of the week (November) locally. Wellwood Es-
tate is to be put on the market.

Captain C. N. Howatson, Glenbuck sold Tardoes Farm to
Messrs Semple (the present tenants). The sale includes the
fields at Kirkburnhead. The purchase price was between
£5,000 and £6,000

Mr A. S. Templeton, Chemist, was the first in Muirkirk to
receive a wireless broadcast (a concert from London).

A Celtic finger ring of bronze excavated at Wardlaw Cairn
has been gifted to the National Museum of Antiquities , Ed-
inburgh, by Major and Mrs Broun Lindsay of Wellwood.

STATISTICS (1922)

Population Voters

Glenbuck 713 331

Ironworks 1336 577

Muirkirk Village 2237 1145

Landward 440 276

4726 2329

1921 CENSUS

Males Females 1921 1911
Muirkirk Village 1174 1063 2237 2311
Ironworks 721 615 1336 1462
Landward 224 216 440 481
Glenbuck 366 347 713 728
4726 4982

(A total decrease over 10 years of 256)

Over the whole Parish, the numbers at different ages are:—

Under 1 year 139 A5 w45 578

lio § 402 45 1o 55 493
00 1o lill] 55 o G5 254
1o 15 367 6510 75 1a@
151025 347 T30 83 62

2510 35 61 A5 and Owver 5

THE LATE MR JOHN ANGUS, J.P.

Mr John Angus died at his home at Cardross on 20th April.
Mr Angus came to Muirkirk in 1870 as young man, and left
in 1915, after a stay of 45 years. As became his position as
manager of the coal and iron industries of Messrs Wm. Baird
& Co. here, he was a power in the community, and his influ-
ence for the good of the community was felt in may ways. It
was mainly through his efforts that the bowling green came
into existence, for he was the architect, master of works, had
the slag carted to the spot, while he was the first President. To
Mr Angus the Golf Club owes a great deal, and not only to
Mr Angus, but to Miss Angus. What they did for the Club on
its inception only very few know.

When he came to Muirkirk 45 years ago there was only
one passenger carriage, and that was hitched on to the end of
a mineral train—one in the morning and one at night. At that
time the works were rather old fashioned. The forge was driven
by a water wheel, and the mill by a turbine. In the village the
houses were generally of one storey, and were mostly
thatched. And now the forge and the mill have gone.

"MUCKLE'S RAW"

By the death of Mr John Meikle, which took place at Sun-
derland a few days ago, another link of the living chain con-
necting with old Muirkirk has been snapped. Mr Meikle had
reached the ripe age of 86 years, and was a frequent visitor to
his native town, where he had a considerable interest, being
the proprietor of the Victoria Buildings, but commonly known
as "Muckle's Row" (where know is situated Muirtex Factory).
Over twenty years ago Mr Meikle made extensive alterations
to the property. From a one-storey row it was transformed
into a two-storey tenement, and its name was officially
changed to fit the importance of the structure, but "Muckle's
Raw" it will probably remain as long as the row itself. Mr
Meikle's father was a blacksmith, and conducted business in
one of the houses in the row. Mr John Meikle was a veteri-
nary surgeon, and for long had a successful business in Sun-
derland

SOUTH AYRSHIRE ELECTION RESULT

BROWN, James (Labour) 11511

REID, Sir William (National Lib) 9180
Majority 2331
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UNVEILING OF WAR MEMORIAL

After years of fund-raising and a lot of hard work the War
Memorial at Victory Park was unveiled on 27th August, 1922,
by General Sir Charles Fergusson. From the above photo, a
good idea may be got of the appearance of the memorial,
which takes the form of a gateway at the entrance to the Vic-
tory Park, recently gifted to the town by Mrs Broun Lindsay
of Wellwood. The gateway is situated between the Baird In-
stitute and Cairn House, and is placed about 20 yards back
from the street. The Victory Park can also be reached from
the Glasgow Road, by the same entrance as the Bowling
Green, the Green occupying a part of the Park. The gate is of
wrought iron, and the memorial is built of polished red sand-
stone from Locharbriggs Quarry, Dumfries, Messrs James
Brown & Sons being the masons, the panels containing the
names of the fallen of Creetown nidged grey granite, with
incised and raised lead letters. The memorial is from a com-
petitive design by Mr J. Montgomery Pearson, architect,
Kilmarnock (a native of Muirkirk), who also saw the work
carried out. Over the gateway are the words—*“In loving
memory of the Muirkirk men who fell in the Great War, 1914-
1918.”

GAS LINK-UP

During the past week (November) workmen have been busy
laying the pipes and making the connection between the Vil-
lage Gas Works (Billy Rowe's House) and the Company's
Gas Works (the present Council Yard), with a view to the
supply of gas for Southside being given by the Muirkrik Gas-
Light Co., Ltd., and on Friday evening the final act was ac-
complished when the last connection was made and the gas
was turned on. It appears that the Southsiders are quite satis-
fied with the quality of the new supply. The plant at the vil-
lage Works is quite capable of turning out much more than
sufficient for both sides. Some additional plant is on the
ground ready for erection, which it is hoped will not only
increase the qulaity, but with larger production will also re-
duce the cost, and therefore the price to consumers.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION RESULT

Henderson, JOhN .......c.ccccvvvvivieeiiciviciiciene 270
Greenwood, David B .........ccccoeevvverinnnee. 232
Colthart, JOhN ....c.ccooviiiiiicec e, 207
Welsh, Andrewl .......ccocooevvviviceeiieeie e 63
Mackie, Peter (unsuccessful) .........ccccvvvenne. 133

MINING TRAGEDY
An explosion at Haig Pit, Whitehaven, on 5th Septem-
ber, claimed the lives of 39 miners. Mr James Strickland, re-
cently manager at Grasshill Colliery, and now in charge of
the nearby Ladysmith Pit, was hurriedly called by telephone
on the morning of the explosion, and took an active part in
the rescue operations.

WELLWOOD PIT

On Tuesday afternoon (29th August) a landmark on the
countryside went the way of all things artificial, viz.: the chim-
ney stack at Wellwood Pit, commonly known as the Big Pit.
A shot of dynamite razed it to the ground after it had been
weakened on one side. There were a few privileged onlook-
ers. The pit was sunk in Waterloo year—1815, but the stalk
was built about eighty years ago. Twenty years have elapsed
since coal was drawn from the pit, and from then till about
three years ago the shaft, etc., were used for pumping water
only. Since then even the pumping has been stopped, and
Tuesday last witnessed the final scene.

FOOTBALL (Season 1922-23)

Football took up most of the leisure time of the men of the
village, and rivalry was keen between the local Athletic and
Glenbuck Cherrypickers, as it was with the other neighbour-
ing teams. Prospects for the Athletic looked really bright that
year, but there was disappointment when they lost 3-1 to
Irvine Vics in the Scottish Junior Cup, and in the same com-
petition the Cherries went down 4-1 to Ayr Fort.

However, the Athletic did recover and managed to reach
the final of three competitions. They lost 1-0 to Annbank
United in the final of the Cumnock Cup, and by the same
margin to Burnfoothill Primrose in the Mauchline Cup final

But glory was to come in the Ayr and District Cup final.
They drew 2-2 with Dunaskin Lads, and played well in the
replay to win by 2-1. The Athletic were represented by:—
Taylor; Tait, Mitchell; Davidson, Williamson, Turnbull;
McNaughton, Gebbie, Duke, Wallace, Monk. The goals were
scored by Wallace and Duke.

This Cup was instituted in season 1894-95, and this was
the first time it had come to Muirkirk.

GO-AS-YOU-PLEASE
A go-as-you please competition at the Pavillion produced
a dearth of local talent, and the result was as follows:—
1st  Mr William Hill (melodeonist)
2nd  Mrs Cruickshanks (Soprano)
3rd  Mr James McDonald (contortionist).

These competitions were a regular feature at this popular place
of entertainment in the village

WINNING SPRINTER
At Kirkconnel Sports, Alex. Hazle won the 220 yards handi-
cap confined to a radius, while he finished third in the 100
yards.
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Even before the start of the season Muirkirk Athlet/ic were
confident, as the local cartoonist shows above. In their first
meeting of the new season Athletic beat Glenbuck Cherryp-
ickers 4—0.

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1922

BIRTHS

THOMSON.—At Aikron, Ohio, on 14th July, to Mr and Mrs
John Thomson; a daughter.

MARRIAGES
ROBERT BIRRELL to MARGARET HOGG on 28th June.

D. MACKENZIE to SARAH WALLACE (Glenbuck) on 12th
June, in South Africa.

DUNCAN DORNAN (late of Muirkirk) to THOMSON
WALLACE (late of Glenbuck), on 19th August.

DEATHS

CAMPBELL.—At 8 Kames Row on 22nd January, Nicolas
Anderson, aged 85 years.

HOUSTON.—At Glasgow on 25th January, James Houston.

ARMSTRONG.—ALt Main Street on 30th January, Margaret
Glen.

PATRICK.—At St. Nicholas, Wellwood Street, on 26th Janu-
ary, Nicholas Gibson, aged 73 years.

WHYTE.—At Furnace Road on 20th January, Adam Whyte,
aged 62 years

MENZIES.—At Cumnock on 10th February, Jim Menzies,
aged 3 years, of 16 Park Terrace.

MILLAR.—At Leadhills on 28th February, Elizabeth Millar.

DEMPSTER.—A Bridge Street on 25th March, James Demp-
ster, aged 68 years.

WYLLIE.—At Glasgow on 25th April, Margaret Wyllie, late
of Woodside Cottage.

LINDSAY.—At Glasgow on 8th June, Jean Lindsay.

COWAN.—At 47 Linkieburn on 23rd June, William Cowan,
aged 40 years.

LOGGIE.—Killed in Kames Pit on 3rd July, David Loggie,
aged 42 years, of Kirkgreen.

MILLIGAN.—At Kilmarnock on 5th July, Mary Burns.

BEGG.—At Smallburn on 16th July, Isabella Meikle, aged
71 years.

BRADFORD.—At Coalburn on 18th July, Mary Kirkpatrick,
aged 40 years.

FOSTER.—At Kirkmuirhill on 12th July, Isabella Ferguson,
aged 71 years; late of Smallburn.

ALLISON.—The result of an accident at Grasshill, on 19th
July, Archibald Allison, aged 20 years; of 6 Grasshill Row,
Glenbuck.

McMILLAN.—At 3 Kames Row on 23rd July, Isabella
McMillan, aged 52 years.

YOUNG.—In Canada on 16th July, John Young, aged 17
months.

STRATHEARN.—At Kilmarnock on 16th October, John
Strathearn, aged 3 years 10 months; of 10 Old Terrace.

THOMSON.—At Furnace Road on 20th October, Matthew
Thomson, aged 60 years.

HASTINGS.—At Glasgow on 30th October, Henry
Hastings,aged 53 years; of 1 Park Terrace.

BOLAND.—At 64 Linkieburn Square on 20th November,
Mary McGhee, aged 60 years.

HENDERSON.—At Glasgow on 27th November, Janet
Hunter, aged 80 years.

WILLIAMSON.—ALt 66 Linkieburn Square on 20th Novem-
ber, John Williamson, aged 84 years.

CALDOW.—At Douglas Place on 30th November, Marion
Henderson, aged 73 years.

INKSTER.—At Main Street on 4th December, Henry Inkster,
aged 54 years.

RIGGANS.—Killed in Illinois, U.S.A., on 17th November,
Robert Riggans.

HAMILTON.—At Toll Cottage, Smallburn, on 7th Decem-
ber, James Hamilton, aged 83 Years.

HIBBERD.—At Kirkgreen on 16th December, Charles
Hibberd, aged 52 years.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN
(1923)

Our Silhouette Salon

Mr DAVID B. GREENWOOD

Probably no one in Muirkirk is better known than Mr David
B. Greenwood. Davie made his advent to the village when a
child, and has since made good. He started work in
Maidenbank Pit, and for some years produced coal at Kames
Pit for eighteenpence per ton. Davie yearned for a brighter
outlook in life, and, like many other good men, he took unto
himself a wife, and started a cycle agent's business in a small
way in Harkness' Buildings, removing later to his present
premises when the storey was added to Victoria Buildings,
where he launched out as a full-blown cycle manufacturer.
The Wellwood cycle was his speciality, the machine being
actually made on the premises. When motor cycling was in
its infancy Mr Greenwood took to the sport, and was the first
in the district to own a motor cycle, later turning his attention
to motor cars, of which he now owns quite a fleet.

Mention has been made of his business career, but as a
cyclist in his younger days he was a power in the land, and
feared no foe on the track or the road. On tracks in Glasgow
he had several bouts with Vogt and other demons of his day,
starting from scratch, sometimes winning and sometimes los-
ing. Well nigh thirty years ago the Muirkirk-to-Douglas-and-
back road races caused a deal of excitement, and not a little
heat amongst the partisans of the different schools of cyclists,
and Mr Girdwood won the cup offered, in a time that has
never since been approached, viz., fifty-nine minutes one sec-
ond from Muirkirk Post Office (Glasgow Road corner) to
Douglas Post Office and back—some twenty miles. Within
recent years Mr Greenwood made an offer of £5 to the first
party who would beat that record, and as it has not yet been
accomplished the offer still stands.

It is not a little creditable to Mr Greenwood this rising by
his own individual effort from pit-boy, with a scanty educa-
tion, to proprietor of a flourishing motor hiring establishment.
Who says aeroplanes next?

In private Mr Greenwood interests himself in many things.
He is an enthusiastic Freemason, has occupied almost all the
different offices in the local Lodge, and was R.W.M. for three
years. During his term of office in the chair, largely through

his efforts the Lodge purchased their present property and
built the temple, the meetings previously being held in the
Eglinton Arms. With this change the Lodge took up a new
lease of life, and is now in a flourishing position. As Mr Green-
wood relinquished the Mastership of Lodge St. Thomas he
took up the Principal's chair in the Royal Arch Chapter, while
he at present holds office in the Preceptory and Priory. On
retiral from the chairs in turn he was presented with the jew-
els of a Past Master and a Past Z, which souvenirs now form
part of his greatest treasures.

Mr Greenwood is fond of various forms of sport, and is
Chairman of the local Sports Committee, and was the mov-
ing spirit in the inauguration of the cycling track on Kameshill
Holm, now under the slag bing. A keen curler, he is amongst
the first at Airdsmill each season. He makes fine company,
being of a frank manner, and can sing a good song—"“Arrah
go on, your'e only teasing,” being his specialty, and as an
encore can play a jig on the melodeon. Davie and his wife
have seen their silver wedding; may they see their golden
one!

Mr THOMAS JACKSON, J.P., BANKER

Next we have pleasure in adding to our gallery of silhou-
ettes that of Mr Thomas Jackson, agent of The Clydesdale
Bank at Muirkirk.

A native of Blantyre, and the son of a farmer, Mr Jackson
was appointed accountant here in 1886, after occupying a
similar position in Tillicoultry for a few months. From 1886
till 1896 he acted in that capacity under the late Mr James
Gibson, and on the retiral of that gentleman in the latter year
our subject was appointed agent—a position he has held with
credit ever since.

During the last thirty-six years Mr Jackson has been part
and parcel of the place, and that he has done his share of the
work in connection with the various bodies is simply borne
out by the following formidable list of offices he has filled,
and several of which he still holds—Treasurer of the Baird
Institute for twenty years, treasurer of the Nursing Associa-
tion since its inception, clerk to the Heritors, secretary and
treasurer of the Cattle Show, the Bowling Club, the Curling
Club, and secretary to the Horticultural Society, while he has
been scribe and cashier of the Gas-Light Company ever since
his arrival in Muirkirk.

Mr Jackson takes a keen interest in the growing of flowers
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and vegetables, and his favourite pastimes are curling in the
winter and bowling in the summer.

In his position as banker he has always enjoyed the confi-
dence of the public, and the cases are legion in which he has
acted as the part of a lawyer in the writing of deeds, filling up
forms, etc.—acted the part in all except the drawing up of the
fees. When in trouble anent forms and figures the decision of
the harassed one has generally been—"1'll see Jackson about
it," while, if the advice of a friend was sought, the counsel
was "Tak' it tae Jackson."

Mr Jackson never laid himself out for public honours or
popularity, preferring a back seat to the platform at meetings,
and, like many eminent though unpretentious Scotsmen, is
most at ease when using the homely and expressive Doric.

MUIRKIRK PARISH WAR RECORD

The amounts raised by the various Committees during the
War years 1914-1923 were as follows:—

Finance COMMItEE ........ceevvieeiciiicieieeeeeee £6325 9 0
Belgian COmMMILLEE .....ccoovvveeeireeree e 91 2 6
Industrial Committee ... ....506 10 2
Flag Days .......cccovvvereririnnne ..249 0 O
"Xmas Parcels COMMIttee .........cccvvvevrreercinneieeenn, 2628 4 2
Red Cross Weeks..........ccccevevevennans ..871 16 7
Muirkirk Miners for Ambulances .. ...301 10 O
Bangour HOSpital .........c.cccveeniiiiineccceee 0 0
Whist Drives for VoIUNteers ..........ccccooeeeeeeiececeeneennn 00
Welcome Home Fund and Medals . . 00
Memorial and Victory Park ...........ccocoevrveneiiiciinienns 00
Free rent, Coal and Gas—

Wm. Baird & Co. £1956 0 O

Kennox Colliery 57 6.0 2013 6 0

£15426 18 5
PROPERTY MARKET

On 5th October two properties in Glenbuck were put up
for auction—Vass's Place and Auchinstilloch Cottages, lo-
cally known as Vass's Buildings and the Monkey Row, re-
spectively at an upset price of £150 and £177. There were no
takers. We understand a private deal was made with a gentle-
man of the farming fraternity.

SOUTH AYRSHIRE ELECTION RESULT

Mr James BROWN (Lab.) ....cccovvviniinininicnienn, 11,169
Sir Charles FERGUSSON (CON.) ...ooeveviecerieieieienne 8,807
Majority for Mr Brown............ccc........ 2,362

AIRDSGREEN SALE

7th December saw a displenishing sale of farm stock at
Airdsgreen, thus bringing to an end a tenancy of several gen-
erations of Johnstons. Mr James Johnston's grandfather came
to Airdsgreen ninety-six years ago, and now, after almost a
century's occupation by the same family, the present farmer
lately, owing to advanced years and illness in his family, de-
cided to give it up. On Sunday last, Thomas, the youngest
and last remaining son at home, died at Airdsgreen, after a
painful illness.

BILLIARDS

This sport was very popular in the village, with keen ri-
valry both at the Baird Institute and the Ironworks Institute.
A handicap competition drew the largest entry in the history
of the Baird Institute. The competition was one of 200 up, the
loser paying the table. The first round draw with handicaps
was as follows:—

Wm. Samson 65 H. Murray 85

G. Abbott 75 R. Kay 75

Bill Murray 70 C. Gilchrist 90

John Symington 15 W. Vallance 65

T. McCulloch 80 W. Hamilton, Jnr. 75
W. Beck 55 Jas. Abbott 75

J. Clement 20 .J. Girdwood 60

J. Wilson 30 Jas. Fleming20

J. Park 15 C. Sanderson 80

J. Mansfield 85
George McCall 70

Jas. Samson 30
Wm. Cook 90

G. Wallace 95 James Weir 70

J. Mansfield, Snr 45 A. Johnstone 70
T. Millar 45 T. P. Hutchison 35
D. Taylor 75 R. Thomson 70

T. Anderson 35 A. Smith 65

F. Hastings 55 W. Holden 50

D. McSkimming Sc W. R. Merry 80
John Ross 70 A. Beck 35

A. Little 65 Wm. Wilson, Snr. 85
John Thomson 95 Jas. McKie 65
Hugh Dempster 55 Sam Gibney 70

D. Murray 55 .J. D. Brown 85

R. Ritchie 90 W. Duke 40

D. Shaw 95 W. Walker 15

J. Hamilton 70 R. McKie 50

P. Monoghan 70

H. McDonald 95
Jas. Barrie 50

A. Thomson 85
Alex. Dempster 100

Arch. McDonald 75
W. Thomson 95

G. Mcillan 80

.W. Dempster 70
W. Hodge Scratch

Hugh Strathearn 45 W. Taylor 60

Jas. Murray 45 A. Love 45

B. McDade 35 Jack Abbott 75

D. Love 40 D. Blyth 70

Cam. Taylor 70 .T. Sanderson 55
Jas. B. Ross 60 T. Wilson 100

D. Hamilton 55 James Bell Scratch
Alex. McDonald 55 Jas. Mclntyre 75
A. Mitchell 45 Wm. Hamilton 15

Jas. McCall, Jr 100
R. Samson 110

A. Hodge Scratch
Geo. Thomson 35
B. Da Prato 85

A. Fleming 50
Dick Symington 50
Jas. Masterton 100
Chas. Taylor 60

.R. R. Thomson 55.
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VITAL STATISTICS (1922)

The number of births registered was 90, which is the low-
est recorded since the introduction of the registration system,
the next lowest being in 1857, when there were 101, while
the highest yet recorded was in 1879, when 267 were regis-
tered. The marriages registered during 1922 numbered 20,
which may be termed normal, and the deaths is 50, this being
amongst the lowest.
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SEEN AND HEARD

Trade in Hogmanay marriages in Muirkirk was quite fair;
there were eight of them.

There could have been £1000 profit made the other day in
Muirkirk. Messrs Semple could have received £1000 more
for Tardoes than they paid for it a month a ago.

Mr James Clark bought the farm of Crossflatt from Glen-
buck Estate.

The trout hatchery above Ladeside is doing well, and this
year 5000 eggs were purchased.

Mr David Rennie was granted a public-house licence for
Main Street, and Mrs Mary Inkster for a renewal of transfer
for the Douglas Arms.

The thatched property in Main Street owned by the late
Miss Helen Jane Blyth has been sold to Mr James Love.

Several of the aeroplanes taking part in the air race for the
King's Cup passed over Muirkirk on the morning of July 14.

In the final of the Scottish Cup competition Glenbuck Quot-
ing team beat Auchintibber 85—83.

In a band contest at Douglas, Muirkirk Parish Silver Band
were returned worthy winners, winning both the March and
the Selection pieces.

Serious flooding in November saw the River Ayr burst its
banks and 100 lambs at Mid Wellwood were caught out. Al-
though some were rescued, most perished in the flood wa-
ters.

On 16th November Kennox Miners' Welfare Institute at
Glespin was opened by the Earl of Home.

There were twenty degrees of frost registered at Muirkirk
on 24th November.

BROADCASTING

The Glasgow Broadcasting Station, which is working splen-
didly, is admitted to be one of the best equipped in the British
Isles, if not the best. With regard to the reception got locally—
with a good aerial (even clothes poles), and a good crystal
set, reception is clear but rather faint. As crystal sets are not
meant to operate successfully for more than ten miles from
the broadcasting station, and, as Glasgow is more than twice
that distance, the result is very satisfactory. With a single valve
set the reception is clear and items of music are quite com-
fortably received, with two valves in operation you get more
volume, and by increasing the filament power it can be made
uncomfortably loud. With three or four valves in operation,
the tone be altered to suit the taste of the party listening in. It
is really wonderful.

THE CASTLE

The sight of old landmarks disappearing causes in most
people pangs of regret. The old Linkieburn Castle is now but
a memory, the High Weighs have disappeared, and within
the last few months it looked as if the old Red Row, with its
tiled roof was following in their wake. It is noticeable, how-
ever, that two of the roofs of the houses have now been re-
paired, and it is to be hoped they will stand the test of time for
many years, and thus remain a visible remnant of old-world
architecture.

PARISH STATISTICS

Males Females Total

Glenbuck 366 347 713
Ironworks 721 615 1336
Muirkirk Village 1175 1062 2237
Landward 224 216 440
Total 4726

THE ROMANCE OF A BASS FIDDLE

Proof was led in an action at Ayr Small Debt Court, held in
the County Buildings, Ayr, on 3rd May, in which the Muirkirk
United Free Church Guild Orchestra, John Devine (conduc-
tor), and Thomas Wilson, Treasurer, the office-bearers of the
said orchestra, sued John Johnstone, Furnace Road, Muirkirk,
for the delivery of a double bass fiddle and cover.

The case was called to ascertain just who owned the in-
strument in question, and at the conclusion of a lengthy hear-
ing the Sheriff stated that Mr Johnstone had got the fiddle
from Mr Fleming on the understanding that he was to give it
up when Mr Fleming called for it. He refused to do this. The
fiddle was in the possession of the Guild Orchestra, and Mr
Fleming played in that orchestra and gave the fiddle to the
defender to keep for the night, and in these circumstances the
Guild Orchestra were quite entitled to sue. He therefore gave
decree for the return of the fiddle, and discerned against de-
fender for payment to the pursuers of £5 expenses.

DONAGHY for
 FOOTBALL
“BOOTS.

The Genuine ¢Hotspur’
Registered Football Boots.
Worn in the English Cup Final at Wembley,
1928, by the competing teams—Bolton

Wanderers and West Ham United,
thus showing the confidence the Principal Clubs

have in these B ,ots by using them in the National
Final.
Recognised as the Best Football Boots in
the World.
Made in Sizes and Half-sizes -5's to 11’s~—by Read,

Myall, & Read, Northampton, and sold only
by their Accredited Agent in this District—

J. DONAGHY,

Glasgow Road,
MUIRKIRK.
New Season’s Prico
(fixed by the makers), 19/6.

Wear ¢ Hotspurs ' and Win. =3
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LIST OF TRADES AND PROFESSIONS,
MUIRKIRK, 1897

Aerated Water Manufacturer

Foster, John
Foster, R.
Gibson, A.
Henderson, T.
Henderson, W.
McClymont, J.
McCulloch, W.
Murchie, H.
Rogerson, J.
Taylor, J.
Thomson, A.
Vallance, J.
Weir, J.S.
Whyte, J.

Dairymen

Wellwood
Kateshall
Dalfram
Smallburn
Smallburn
Kirkburnhead
Linnburn
Bankend
Midhouse
Holmhead
Royal George
Smallburn
Heathfield
Greenside

Dress and Mantle Makers

Anderson, Miss
Blackwood, Misses
Cameron, Miss
Floyd, Misses
Johnstone, Miss
Mooney, Mrs
Murray, Miss

Bridge Street
Main Street
Store B'dings
Garronhill
Main Street
Main Street
24 0Old Terr.

Walker, William Main Street
Bakers
Co-operative Society Main Street
Hogg, John, Jun. Main Street
Penrice, John Furnace Rd.
Bank
Clydesdale Bank Agent:
T. Jackson
Blacksmiths
Hamilton, William Main Street
Telfer, J. Main Street
Stationers, Newsagents
Blackwood, W. S. Post Office
Smith, W.S. Main Street
Weir, J.S. & Co. Main Street
Boot and Shoe Makers and Dealers
Dunn, John Main Street
Murdoch, James Main Street
Murdoch, Jas. (Dealer) Main Street
Smith, D. Main Street
Smith, G. Main Street
Smith, J. Main Street
Butchers

Blyth, John Glasgow Rd
Henderson, William Main Street
Kerr, David Main Street
Vallance, William Main Street

Emigration Agents
W. S. Blackwood

Chemist and Druggists

The Medical Hall Main Street

John Halliday
Fishmonger
Smith, J. Main Street
Fruiterers and Greengrocers

Marshall, J. Main Street
Weir, W. Main Street

Funeral Undertakers
Blackwood, W. Main Street
Gibson, J. Glasgow Rd
Wood, J. Main Street.

Grocers and Provision Dealers

Co-operative Society Main Street
: : Gibson, T. Main Street
Cabinet Maker a_nd Furniture Halliday, J. Main Street
Blackwood, James Main Street Ironworks Co-op. Society (Licensed)
Johnstone, Mrs Furnace Rd.
China Merchants Kerr, J. _ Main Street
Alexander, James Glasgow Rd Muir, A., & Son (Licensed)
Morran, P. Glasgow Rd Murdoch, William (Licensed)
Wilson, Mrs Main Street
Carriage Hirers Grain Merchant
Henderson, Thomas Smallburn Craig, T. Furnace Rd.
Kerr, James (Eglinton Arms Stable) )
Harkness, Robt. (Black Bottle Tavern) Hairdresser
Rowe, E. Main Street Baird, C. Main Street
Coal Merchants Hotels

Baird, Wm., & Co. Ltd.
Cairntable Coal Co., Ltd.

Callan, James Torhill

Sampson, James Smallburn
Strathearn, H. Garronhill
Vallance, J. & J. Smallburn

Cycle Agent and Repairer

Greenwood, David Main Street
Drapers

Coperative Society Main Street

Gemmell, Thomas Main Street

Eglinton Arms—Mrs Gibson
Masons' Arms—Mrs Wilson

Ice Cream Maker
Forte, J. Main Street

Inns and Taverns

Dunbar, J. Main Street
Harkness, R. Black Bottle
Hendry, J. Main Street

Hutchison, J.G.
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Ironmongers

Dale, James Main Street
Kennedy, John Main Street
Sharp, E. Main Street
Young, James Main Street

Joiners and Wrights
Blackwood, William Main Street
Gibson, James Glasgow Rd.
Wood, John Main Street

Medical Practitioners
Fulton, Andrew, B., M.B., C.M.
Carruthers, D.

Milliners
Dunn, Mrs Main Street
Law, Mrs Main Street
Morton, Miss Furnace Rd.
Painter and Paperhanger
Blackwood, James Main Street
Plasterers and Cement Workers
Hutchison, J.G. Main Street
Kerr, John Furnace Rd.
Printer
Smith, W.S. Main Street
Rag Merchants
Alexander, James Glasgow Rd.
Morran, P. Glasgow Rd.
Seedsmen
Craig, T. Furnace Rd.
Gibson, T. Main Street
Dale, J. Main Street
Kennedy, J. Main Street
Slater, Plumber, Gasfitter

Young, James Main Street

: Tailors and Clothiers
Dickson, J. Main Street
Hackett, H. School Lane
Jack, R. Main Street
Pearson, W. Main Street
Shaw, J. Main Street
Whyte, T. Main Street

Upholstress
Hamilton, Isa Smallburn
Watchmakers and Jewellers

M'Neil, T. Main Street
Millar, J. Main Street

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1923
(No Births were Advertised in 1923)
MARRIAGES
JOHN KILLIPS to ANNIE MORAN on 26th January.
WILLIAM JAMIESON to LILY ANDERSON on 1st June
WILLIAM SHEARLAW to JEAN LAIDLAW on 20th July.
ROBERT KELLOCK to MAISIE DOWIE on 8th August.

PEYER WATT to ELIZABETH HOLDEN on 12th Septem-
ber.

JACK BROWN to JESSIE LOGGIE on 29th October

THOMSON KIRKLAND to WILLIAMINA HORNE on 20th
December.

DEATHS
BAIN.—At Glasgow on 17th February, James Bain, aged 57
years, of Glasgow Road.

MURDOCH.—At Bankhead on 18th February, Hugh
Murdoch (blacksmith), aged 68 years.

BROWN.—At Gibson's Buildings, Main Street, on 19th Feb-
ruary, Margaret Brown, aged 62 years.

MONTGOMERY.—At Manse Lane Cottage on 28th Febru-
ary, Mrs Montgomery, in her 85th year.

FERGUSON.—At Jubilee Cottages, Glenbuck, on 9th March,
Margaret McLean, aged 76 years.

WHYTE.—At Haystackhill on 11th March, Catherine Whyte,
aged 72 years.

EASTON.—At Kilmarnock on 23rd March, Mary Neil, aged
53 years, of Bankhead.

WILLIAMSON.—At Linkieburn Square on 13th April, Mrs
John Williamson, aged 83 years.

ARCHIBALD.—At Kilmarnock on 14th April, James
Kilpatrick, aged 68 years, of Manse Lane.

SMITH.—At 31 Kames Row on 18th May, Mrs John Smith,.

CAMERON.—At Kilmarnock on 25th May, result of an ac-

cident at Grasshill Colliery, Joseph Cameron, of 4 Grasshill
Row, Glenbuck.

WALLACE.—At Kilmarnock on 1st June, William Wallace,
aged 77 years, late of Kirkgreen.

CAMPBELL.—At Akron, Ohio, U.S.A., on 26th June, Bill
Campbell, aged 30 years (late of Victoria Buildings).

KERR.—At Motherwell on 27th August, Walter Kerr, aged
57 years (late of Glenbuck).

SAMSON.—At Main Street on 21st September, Lizzie
Samson.

SAMSON.—At Glasgow on 23rd September, John Samson,
aged 8 months, of Smallburn.

CALDOW.—At Ronaldo Place on 27th September, Nan
Gibson, aged 28 years.

MURDOCH.—At Bridgend, Glenbuck, on 7th October, Jane
Copeland.

BLYTHE.—At Chicago on 24th September, Peter Blythe,
aged 39 years (late of Victoria Buildings).

SMITH.—At Dumfries on 21st October, Peter Smith, aged
69 years.

TAYLOR.—At Main Street on 9th November, Mary Ander-
son, aged 63 years.

BONE.—At Old School Row, Glenbuck, on 18th Novem-
ber, George Bone, aged 76 years.

DODDS.—At 2 Springhill Terrace on 16th November, Helen
Roy, aged 70 years.

JOHNSTON.—At Airdsgreen on 16th December, Thomas
Johnstone, aged 34 years.

DODDS.—At 41 Springhill Terrace on 25th D++ecember,
Wee Ellen, aged 3% months.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
(1924)

The following excerpt is taken from a brochure entitled
"Muirkirk and its Neighbourhood, being Notes of a Visit and
Recollections of Former Times, by Rev. Peter Mearns,
Coldstream," and as the book is long out of print and much
sought after, excerpts will probably find favour with many of
our readers:—

THE VILLAGE

On my way from the Railway Station to the village, | ob-
served how much everything had been changed since | first
knew the place. The Iron Company's holms, on both sides of
the road, which were then beautiful and fertile, are now cov-
ered with high mounds of slag from the furnaces; and | saw
workmen cutting a new channel for the River Ayr west of the
bridge, to allow an extension of the slag hill. Auld Ayr sweeps
down the valley in a roaring flood, overflowing his natural
banks during winter storms; but I suspect the new banks will
effectively confine the flood within a narrow channel. The
road from the bridge to the village seemed to my boyish eyes
a long stretch; but now it seems only a few steps. A succes-
sion of new houses now extends on both sides of the road
about half-way towards the bridge. Everything seems smaller
now than it appeared to me in my youth. Cairntable, how-
ever, which towers over the whole district, is several hundred
feet higher than it was reckoned in my school-days; but this
does not arise from the growth of the mountain—it is the
result of the more accurate measurements of the Ordinance
Survey. | found the same sweet, cool spring on the river-side,
near the bridge, which has been there from time immemorial.
As the day was hot, | found its cooling water very refreshing.
Itis said that the puddlers at the Works can drink freely of the
water from this spring when so over-heated that they would
be much injured by cold water from any other source. It is a
wonder that it has not been covered up by the rubbish that
has fallen all around it. It remains unaffected by the changes
in its neighbourhood. It seemed to say—

"Men may come, and men may go;
But I flow on for ever."

I found a home for the time of my visit in the hospitable
manse of the United Presbyterian minister—the Rev John
Dundas having arranged to exchange pulpits with me during
our holidays.

The Parish of Muirkirk was once included in the Parish of
Mauchline; from which it was detached, and formed into a
separate Parish in July, 1631. "The patronage of the new Par-
ish was then settled on the notorious John, Earl of Loudon,
who figured as a factionary during the reign of Charles I. The
new church which was then established was called "The Kirk
of the Muir;" all these operations were ratified in the Parlia-
ment of June, 1633." (Chalmer's "Caledonia.") The parish was
afterwards named more briefly "Muirkirk." The church then
built was repaired and heightened in 1775; and, at the time of
my visit, it was agreed to re-seat the church and improve it
internally

During the time that the church was under repair, from Sep-
tember, 1882, till August, 1883, the congregation met with
the United Presbyterians in their church. The church has been
re-floored and re-seated, while a very handsome carved pul-
pit supplies the place of the old one. A few houses were built
beside the church at first; and the Kirk Green is still an old-
looking part of the village. The houses gradually increased in
number; and the village became greatly extended by the es-
tablishment of the Ironworks in 1787. The population of the
village in 1811 had risen to 1200. Before the reformation, the
large parish of Mauchline had two chapels to the east—the
one on the River Ayr, on lands now included in the parish of
Sorn, and the others on Greenock Water, in the district now
belonging to the parish of Muirkirk.

The parish of Muirkirk is about eight miles long and seven
broad. Its population in 1755 was only 745; but its increase
has been remarkable. In 1791 it had risen to 1500; in 1801 to
2560; in 1811 to 2810; in 1821 to it had fallen to 2687; in
1841, however, it had risen to 3125; in 1851 to 3423; in 1861
it had fallen to 3270; and in that year the village appears in
the census among the 78 towns of Scotland with 2000 inhab-
itants—it having a population of 2281. In 1871 the popula-
tion of the parish was still falling, and then stood at 3253, but
in 1881 it had risen to 5131, the highest figure it has ever
reached.

This large increase is partly owing to the changes at Glen-
buck—the Works there having been lately resumed after they
had been discontinued for many years. The village of Glen-
buck has now a considerable population, with a church and
Board school. Mr Howatson, the present proprietor, takes
much interest in the moral and spiritual welfare of the people
of Glenbuck.

The church is an elegant and commodious building, with
a comfortable manse adjoining it. It must prove a great bless-
ing to the neighbourhood. I understand than not more than a
dozen persons formerly attended any church from this vil-
lage; and there is now a regular attendance at this church of
about 200. | had the pleasure of preaching in the church, and
heard with much satisfaction of the improved church-going
habits of the people. Mr Howatson, to whose exertions and
liberality the erection of this church is chiefly owing, has
placed a stone in front of it, with the following inscription:—
"Glenbuck Church. This stone is placed here by Charles
Howatson of Glenbuck, to commemorate the noble life and
heroic death of John Brown, Richard Cameron, and others,
who were killed (1680-85) in those martyr districts for faith-
fulness to the cause of Christ in Church and State. This church
was opened for worship, 16th July, 1882.

I visited the graveyard at Muirkirk, and saw the tombs of
some whom | had known in their youth, full of energy and
bright with hope. It was sad but instructive from this stand-
point to review their lives. Some of the inscriptions were af-
fecting. One stone recorded the death of an infant of five
months old, a brother of the infant twenty-one years old, and
a sister-in-law twenty-nine years old; and underneath the
names and ages was the lamentation:
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“Early was | taught to shed

Drops of grief o'er loved ones dead;
Dew on blossoms dry and sear,
Emblem meet of sorrow's tear.”

The oldest stone in the graveyard was erected in 1731 over
the grave of a martyr with the inscription—"“Here liyes John
Smith who was shot by Col. Buchan and the Laird of Lee,
Feb., 1685, for his adherence to the work of God, and Scot-
land's covenanted work of Reformation. Rev. 12, 11.” There
are three other stones erected over the graves of martyrs in
other parts of the parish. The neighbourhood of Muirkirk was
a famous retreat in the persecutions under the Stuart dynasty;
and sometimes the martyr was followed to his lonely dwell-
ing or hiding place. The memory of the Scottish martyrs is
still deeply cherished in this parish.

A stone was erected over the grave of Isabella Pagan (usu-
ally called Tibbie Pagan), who died in 1820, at the age of 80
years, and the stone is in a good state of preservation

(More details of Tibbie Pagan are given elsewhere in this
book.—Ed.)

The ecclesiastical history of the parish is engraven on the
monuments in the graveyard. The monuments erected over
the tombs of the parish ministers of Muirkirk reach back to
1750, when the Rev. William Younger died at the age of fifty-
nine. He was succeeded by the Rev. John Shepherd, who died
August 14, 1799, having been minister of the parish for nearly
twenty-four years. The next minister was the Rev. Wm. Ru-
therford, D.D., who died in 1820; and was minister of the
parish for twenty years. The Rev. Alexander Brown, who was
ordained in June, 1814, as a colleague and successor to Dr
Rutherford, died 1831, in the prime of life, aged 47 years—a
man of fine feeling and popular talents, but ruined by a fond-
ness for intoxicating drink; so that his example became a
warning to his parishioners. The Rev. J. Symington, the next
minister, was born in Leadhills in 1787, and died in October,
1852, having been minister of Muirkirk for twenty years. Mr
Symington was succeeded in 1853 by the Rev. Alex.
Johnstone, whom I had not the pleasure of knowing. His suc-
cessor, ordained in 1867, was the Rev. Lewis Beaton, M.A,,
now minister in Carnwath. The Rev. Robert Montgomery,
B.D., the present minister, was ordained in 1878.

None of the dissenting ministers of Muirkirk have found a
resting place in the churchyard; but the Rev. David Young,
late United Presbyterian minister, sleeps in the cemetery north
of the village on the Glasgow Road. The United Presbyterian
Church, formerly the United Secession Church, has been in
existence for nearly sixty years—the Rev. James Garrett, its
first minister, having been ordained in 1825. The Rev. John
Aird, the second minister, was ordained in 1832.

LOCAL STATISTICS

1923 1924
Births 121 90
Deaths 35 50
Marriages 42 20

The number of deaths recorded is the lowest since regis-
tration came into force in 1855.

SEEN AND HEARD

Mr Simpson finished up at the Pavilion in March. The new
lessee was Mrs Hughes.

Nicholas Forbes, 15-year-old daughter of Police Sergeant
and Mrs Forbes of Muirkirk, was killed in a train accident at
Auchinleck Station.

Victoria House (presently owned by W. Girvan), was
bought by Mr John Blyth for £785.

Mr David B. Greenwood, a prominent business man, died
on 22nd April.

Mr Andrew Robb, Carluke, was granted a transfer of li-
cence for the Douglas Arms (opposite Main Street School).

The new refuse coup at Kateshall was opened in May.
The park-keeper's cottage in Victory Park was built in May.

From the 24th July issue—Seven deaths have taken place
in the parish since 26th April, and the various ages were—
72,71, 76, 78, 83, 75, 80—a total of 535, and an average of
75 each. Surely a good recommendation for Muirkirk as a
health resort.

Mr Charles P. Bell, popular schoolteacher at Muirkirk, re-
tired after over 40 years' service.

In September Mr Alex. Hazle was appointed manager at
Glenbuck Co-operative Society, in place of Mr Robert
Kirkwood, who has received an appointment as a traveller
for a well known biscuit firm.

A 10-1b. salmon was lifted from the River Ayr below
Mauchline by a Muirkirk man the other day. Not bad!

In November Mr William Mochrie took over the Fleshing
business previously carried on by Mr William Henderson.

In January Mr William Wallace (Main Street) started a boot
repairing business.

Mrs Stevenson was advertising hot peas and beans every
week-end, as well as fish suppers.

At Muirkirk Cemetery there were forty-two applicants for
the post of Superintendent. Mr Alex. Wilson, Wanlass Place,
was appointed.

The Co-operative Dividend was 2/8 per £.

Dr WALFORD BODIE

Last Night (20th February) the Dundas Hall was filled to
overflowing, many patrons hanging over the stair railing, the
occasion being a visit of the one and only Dr Walford Bodie.
The entertainment can be summed up in two words— “great”
and “wonderful,” and the patrons were not slow to show their
enthusiasm. We understand quite a number of would-be-pa-
trons failed to gain admission. (Dr Bodie was a very talented
hypnotist and electric wizard).

May yer mealpock aye be fu',
An' yer table never bare;
Plenty o' money for tae spen’,

An' bags o' cash tae spare
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NOTES ON MUIRKIRK COINAGE

Almost no silver coins were minted between the accession
of George Il in 1760 and 1787. This led to a great scarcity
of silver amongst commercial firms. A small issue of shil-
lings, sixpences, and Maundy Money in 1797 and 1798 had
little effect in relieving the stringency, so in 1803 the Gov-
ernment issued, and gave permission to private firms to is-
sue, Spanish dollars, which had accumulated in considerable
quantity during the many wars with that country. Messrs
Boulton and Watt invented ingenious stamping machinery
by which the faces of the dollars were imprinted with the
likeness of the British King. These were issued as current for
5/-, but private firms issued them as value from 4/-to 6/ The
private firms who used the Spanish dollars as a rule did not
completely obliterate the Spanish likeness and legend, but
contented themselves with various forms of "countermarks."
These Spanish dollars are now comparatively rare, as they
were exchanged for the new coins of 1817.

It will be news to many Muirkirk people to know that
Muirkirk Ironworks issued these in 1809, and that an auction
sale of a collection of countermarked dollars and other coins
formed by W. J. Davies, C.H., Paris, and exposed by Messrs
Glendining, Argyll Gallery, London, on 29th July (only a
fortnight ago), a Muirkirk specimen brought the top price of
£23.

This is an excerpt from the catalogue describing the coin:—
Lot 102—Ar. Ayrshire, Muirkirk Ironworks, Spanish Dollar,
1803, countermarked on reverse in a circle, Muirkirk Iron-
works, and in the centre 5/6: On obverse—Payable at ........ k
Mills, the remainder of the legend obscured by subsequent
countermark with view of the Mills, 1809 below. Davis No.
59. Extremely rare.

An illustration of the obverse of the coin is given, and, as
mentioned above, the piece brought the great price of £23.

A BULLOCK AT BAY

On Friday (19th September) about mid-day a large bul-
lock escaped from the byre in connection with the slaughter
house at the back of the Co-operative's premises in Main
Street. It charged and broke through an iron railing, then
cleared a hedge and found its way to the Main Street, next
through gardens and then to the Victory Park. There it came
to grief in the mud, breaking one of its hind legs. After it had
been driven to Main Street again it stood at bay, defying all-
comers, for although thus considerably crippled, it charged
all who approached it, and the toreadors had to look lively.
Then followed a rodeo scene, for, a huge rope having been
requisitioned, after a number of unsuccessful attempts it was
lassoed and rushed to its doom.

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION RESULT

Mr JAMES BROWN (Labopur) ................ 11,313
CAPTAIN DUBS (Unionist) .........cceueeeee. 11,136

Majority for Brown 177

Last December Mr Brown's majority was 2362, while in the
1922 election he had a majority of 2331.

RAILWAY NEWS
A lecture by Mr T. H. Shields at a meeting of Muirkirk
Literary Society revealed some interesting facts. The speaker
said that although Stevenson got the credit in the school books
of introducing the steam engine, the honour really belonged
to William Murdoch, a native of Lugar, resident in England,
who introduced the first steam-propelled machine in this coun-
try. He was also the inventor of coal gas for commercial use.
The steam in Murdoch's engine was raised by a spirit lamp.
The first railway in Scotland was between Kilmarnock and
Troon, and it is interesting to note that the rails for this rail-
way were made at Glenbuck Ironworks.
In June Mr E. Sanderson commenced business with a Mo-
tor and Cycle Engineering Shop at Glasgow Road, in the
premises previously occupied by Mr James Donaghy.

SPECTAL WEEK.

EVERYTHING for

MEN and BOYS.

Men’s L. W. Semmets and Pants from 8/11.
Men’s Wool Shirts from 7,6.

Men’s Flavnelette Shirts from 8/11.

Men’s Union Shirts from 4/6.

Men’s Grandrille and Twist Shirts from 5/6.

Boys’ Shirts and Underwear
for ALL AGES.

Men's Socks. See the Prices—from 83d pr.
Men’s Ties to suit all Tastes.

Men's Caps—Newest Goods,

Men's Wool and Silk-and-Wool Scarfs.

For Chilly Days have one of our
CARDIGANS from 5/6.

SUSPENDERS, BRACES,
COLLARS, Ete.

Great Value in
FLEECY SEMMITS and PANTS from
3/6.

OVERCOATS, Ready to Wear, all Sizes,
See our Range,

— Visit —

STEELE’S,

The House for Value,
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Silhouette Salon

Mr DAVID MARTIN, FACTOR,
GLENBUCK

This week we have the pleasure of submitting the silhou-
ette of the genial factor of Glenbuck Estate. The son of a
Perthshire farmer, Mr Martin came to the parish about eight
years ago, though owing to his being so much to the fore, to
the public it seems much longer. Before his advent here he
had seen service in several Scottish counties, and owing to
his frank manner and genial disposition he was not long in
making many friends in the district. His coming coincided
with the beginning of the Great War, and all, at least locally,
know the prominent part he took in the raising of money for
comforts for not only the soldiers themselves, but also for
their wives and dependants at home. Mr Martin is an elder of
Glenbuck Parish Church, and has a still further tie in being a
brother of Rev. Dr Martin, of Peebles, ex-Moderator of the
Established Church.

Mr DAVID STITT, J.P.

Mr David Sharpe Stitt is a native of Dumfriesshire, his
people being on the land, near Sanquhar, but he was removed
to Muirkirk while yet of tender years. He is one of the happy
band of pupils who, under the tuition and inspiration of the
late Mr Richard Cunningham, of Furnace Road School, have
made good.

Our subject began to earn his bread when twelve years of
age, when he was a “hinger-on” at the Lightshaw Pit, receiv-
ing for his efforts 1/4 per day, or 8/- per week of six days, and
by the usual stages blossomed into a hewer of coal. About
eleven years ago, on the transference of Mr Alex. Wallace to
Kilmarnock, Mr Stitt was chosen as miners' agent here, and
in that capacity acted with much acceptance till about five
years ago, when he was appointed a Scottish Mineworkers'
Political Organiser, with particular charge of South Ayrshire.
He has been requested to stand for Parliament in the Labour

interest, but as yet has declined, though possibly in the future
he will form one of the gallant band of commoners who have
risen from pit-boy to Parliament, and as compared with many
of those who have already entered the charmed circle would
do himself and the electors credit. Mr Stitt is not a fire-eater,
though he has advanced ideas, and has a keen sense of jus-
tice. His sympathies are with the toilers, and he is heart and
soul in the scheme for their better housing accommodation,
facilities, where necessary, for the free education of the clever
child right through the University by means of bursaries, and
a more equal distribution of the wealth of the country, hold-
ing that comparatively few persons have too large incomes,
but very many have too small. In his position as political or-
ganiser Mr Stitt has been quite successful. In 1918 South
Ayrshire was won for Labour for the first time in history, and
was retained at the last election, while he has assisted at many
other successful contests.

Mr Stitt interests himself in local affairs, being a member
of the Parish Council, representative to the District Commit-
tee of the County Council, member of the Education Author-
ity, and the Old Age Pensions Committee, as well as a Justice
of the Peace for the County, and a member of the Lord Chan-
cellor's Selection Committee of the Commission of the Peace,
and has been associated with the local branch of the Inde-
pendent Labour Party since its inception in 1904.

During the war Mr Stitt took a keen interest in the allevia-
tion of distress on the part of the wives and children of local
men on service, and was convener of the Augmentation Fund
Sub-Committee of the local War Relief Fund Committee,
which was such a pronounced success for the four years, while
in connection with food production in that time of stress he
took an active part in securing allotments locally, and is pres-
ently President of the local Association, and delegate to the
Scottish Allotment Holders Association.

Mr Stitt's hobbies are fishing, poultry-keeping, the study
of geology, entomology, and botany, and he was one of the
leading lights in the now defunct Ramblers' Club, which af-
forded much pleasure and information through lectures on
various subjects.

FOOTBALL
Season 1923-24 looked promising for both local junior
teams, but Glenbuck Cherrypickers made an early exit from
the “Scottish.” Muirkirk Athletic were playing well, and beat
Dalry Thistle in the 3rd round, but Dalry protested the tie,
and Muirkirk were disqualified, the tie being given to Dalry.

The Cherries, however won the Mauchline Cup by defeat-
ing Dailly Thistle 5—1 after a goal-less draw in the first game.
The team was:(—Weir; Smith, Paton; Sim, Brown, Bernard;
Nisbet, Newbigging, Bertram, McCoubrie, Weir.

The scorers were McCoubrie (2), Sim, Bernard, and Nisbet.

That season saw Muirkirk Athletic lift the Southern League
Shield when they beat Auchinleck Talbot 2—1 in the final.
The team was:—Scade; Bernard, Ballantyne; Anderson,
Davidson, Gardiner; McNaughton, Duke, Easton, Gebbie,
Paton. Duke and Gebbie scored for the Athletic.



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES 7

LOCAL STATISTICS — 1924

BIRTHS
TAYLOR.—At 19 Old Terrace on 7th January to Mr and
Mrs M. A. Taylor; a son.

BROWN.—In U.S.A. on 23rd October, to Mr and Mrs Jack
Brown; a son

LYLE.—At Kilmarnock on 18th November to Mr and Mrs
James Lyle, a daughter.

MARRIAGES

JAMES McWILLIAM to JEAN DEMPSTER on 25th Jan.

J. A.J. BELL to HELEN LOGGIE at Montreal on 19th May.

LACHLAN McFARLANE to ISABELLA PEARSON on 3rd
June.

WILLIAM SHED to MARIE BROWN at Transvaal on 11th
June.

ALEXANDER MACINTYRE to AGNES FERGUSON in
Ontario on 1st September.

JAMES BALLANTYNE to NAN PARKER on 28th Nov.

JOHN DALRYMPLE to AGNES HENDERSON on 4th De-
cember.

DEATHS
WEIR.-At Office Row, Glenbuck, on 30th January, Annie
Leggate.

BRADFORD.—At 45 Springhill Terrace on 28th January,
Molly Bradford.

BROWN.—At Garronhill on 18th February, Effie Brown.

McKENZIE.—At 3 Springhill Terrace on 21st February, Nor-
man McKenzie, aged 72 years.

CALLAN.—At Ayr on 4th March, William Callan, aged 76
years (late of West Glenbuck).

LOGGIE.—Accidently killed in Kames Pit on 3rd March,
George Loggie, aged 53 years (of Garronhill House).

BROWN.—At Burnbrae on 8th March, Jean Gemmel.

SAMSON.—At Bridge Street on 19th March, James Samson,
aged one year and six months.

HODGE.—At Mossend, Main Street, on 31st March, Annie
Hodge, aged 9 months.

FERGUSON.—At Railway Buildings on 1st April, Jane
Hyslop, aged 46 years.

CAMPBELL.—At 12 Old Terrace on 13th April, James
Campbell, aged 3 months.

GREENWOOD.—At Main Street on 22nd April, David Barr
Greenwood.

McMILLAN.—At Garronhill on 18th April, Jeannie
McMillan, aged 9 months.

DA'PRATO.—At Main Street on 4th May, Mrs L. Da'Prato,
aged 71 years.

STEVENSON.—At Cumnock on 13th May, David Samson,
aged 14 years (of Main Street).

HAMILTON.—At Cumnock on 31st May, Isabella Nimmo,
aged 80 years (late of Smallburn Toll).

McCLYMONT.—At Kirkburnhead on 28th May, Elizabeth
McClure, aged 76 years.

IRVINE.—At Wellwood Cottage on 26th June, Margaret
Rennie, aged 78 years.

STEVEN.—ALt 48 Springhill Terrace on 20th July, Robert
Steven, aged 80 years.

PATERSON.—At Glasgow on 26th August, Isabella Stark,
aged 44 years.

BONE.—At Glasgow on 3rd September, James Bone (of
Roxburgh Place, Glasgow Road).

ROBB.—At Ayr on 1st September, Samuel Robb, aged 79
years.

BLACKWOOD.—At Nessville, Wellwood Street, on 2nd
October, Jeanie Rae, aged 55 years.

HENDERSON.—At Lilybank on 21st October, William
Henderson (Butcher), aged 81 years.

MURDOCH.—At 9 Kames Row on 3rd November, William
Murdoch, aged 5 months.

DEMPSTER.—At Hedge Grove, Annie Murdoch, aged 75
years.

PAVILION.

SIMPSON'S SATURDAY LEVENING
ENTERTAINMENT.
Another Big Show. Continuous 6.30—11.

PICTURES & VARIETY.

Two Complete Performances, commencing
6.30 and 9.

Special Engagement of

JACK and KITTY NOYES,

in a 20 Mioutes Novel Burlesque Act.
Amusing and KEntertaining.

These Artistes will appear at 8 and 10 o’clock.

The Selected 3-part Film entitled —

BLACKBIRDS,

an Exciting Melodrama—Continuous action,
dramatic thrills, an exciting Crook Story with
a Love Romance and a Big Fight Finale,
EVE'S FILM REVIESV, with Fashions,
FELIX. :
OH'! BULDY, a 2.part Comedy—a Scream.

Note. The Feature Film—* Blackbirds,” will
start screenivg at 6.43 for the first perform-
ance, and at 9 13 for the second performance.
The complete picture programme will be
screened, and the full entertainment by the
artistes guaranteed at both performances.

i3 HALL SPECIALLY HEATED.

Admission—Balcony 9d, Pit 5d ; Children 5d and
3d. All Children must be paid for.

A Quick, Clean, Bright, and Breezy Entertainment.
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
(1925)

THE BIG FIRE
The story of 1925 was undoubtedly the fire in Main Street
which disrupted the publishing of the "Advertiser." Let the
files tell their own story. From the 5th February Issue the
Editorial was as follows:—

HALLO! HALLO! HALLO!

Here we are again. No use telling the good folks of
Muirkirk and Glenbuck that there was a fire in
Muirkirk on the evening of Wednesday, 7th January,
or of even reminding them of the fact, but many of
our readers outwith the bounds of the parish would
doubtless wonder at the non-arrival of the "Adver-
tiser" on 9th January, and its silence since, Our
premises were involved in the conflagration on the
eve of publication, when most of our type, cases,
frames, etc., were destroyed, although the machine-
room was saved through the heroic efforts of a few
men, to whom, as well as others who removed some
of the material from the front building, we tender our
warmest thanks.

Through the kindness of the Committee of the Par-
ish Silver Band we have secured the use of the Band
Practice Room at Meuse Lane for type-setting until
permanent premises are secured, and there it will be
our endeavour to serve the public to the best of our
ability. Entrance to the premises is via the Stile, and
news, advts., and jobs may be handed in there, or given
to any of the employees.

So that the “Advertiser” may contain a summary
of the happenings of the parish, and the deeds of na-
tives in other spheres, it is our intention to chronicle,
even in a brief way, these happenings since the en-
forced cessation of the paper.

From the same issue:—

DISASTROUS FIRE

About six o'clock on Wednesday evening, 7th January, fire
broke out in the building known as Parsonstown House, com-
posed of two storeys and attics, in Main Street, Muirkirk
(where now stands Mrs Croshie's bungalow). The building
was occupied by Mr Robert Young, ironmonger; Mrs Mar-
tin; and Mr W. S. Smith, printer. Mr Young occupied the
house over his shop as well as both attics, while Mrs Martin
occupied the dwelling over the case-room of the “Advertiser”
Office. Mrs Young was in the back shop, and the first sign of
anything wrong was smoke in Mrs Martin's kitchen, then it
was found that one of Mr Young's attics was a mass of flames.

The alarm was at once given, but within a short time the
flames were shooting through the roof. About half an hour
after the outbreak was discovered Kilmarnock Fire Brigade
were summoned, and they arrived three hours later, after the

fire was under control, the conveyance having met with diffi-
culties en route.

Willing hands removed furniture, etc., from the building,
and as there are practically no fire-fighting appliances in
Muirkirk, in the long run the fire burnt itself out, leaving noth-
ing but the gaunt spectacle of bare walls. So fierce were the
flames that at one time it was feared that the fire would spread
to the neighbouring buildings, and from these, too, furniture
was removed in double-quick time and attention was also paid
to, if possible, saving the building at the back containing valu-
able printing machinery. The heat from the fire cracked sev-
eral panes of glass across the street. Fortunately, the fire was
contained to the building of its source, and by heroic efforts
the printing machine room was saved.

The damages, which amounted to somewhere about £3000,
were largely covered by insurance.

While the fire was at its height, and willing helpers were
endeavouring to save the belongings of the unfortunates, oth-
ers it appears were helping themselves, and the sequel has
heard at Cumnock J.P. Court, when six persons were fined in
sums ranging from £1 to £2, although it is very questionable
if these were the real culprits. On the Sunday following, the
Parish minister, as guardian of the public morals, delivered a
scathing indictment on the wrong-doers from the pulpit. He
advocated common honesty, and spoke of the honour of
Muirkirk, but said this was an utter disgrace.

And from the 2nd April Issue:—

During the next few weeks advertisements and news for
each week's issue of the "Advertiser" will require to reach us
not later than mid-day on the Wednesdays, this through the
machine with which the sheet is printed being dismantled for
removal to our other premises, and the necessity of having
the “Advertiser” machined elsewhere.

“Business as usual,” however. We are delighted to attend
to everyone's wants in the printing line.

In the 7th May Issue the following advertisement appeared,
and this was the only intimation that the "Advertiser" had
moved premises
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Now Houses the

|

|

|

|

: "MUIRKIRK
I ADVERTISER"
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MINING INDUSTRY

Mr George S. Hunter, Glasgow Road, obtained a First Class
Colliery Manager's Certificate.

There appeared to be some unrest in the mining industry
both locally and nationally, although the reporting of events
in the "Advertiser" were rather sketchy. These are quotes from
the relevant issues:—

21st May.—In common with other mining districts, this par-
ish is now feeling the draught of want of orders. At the same
time, Muirkirk has been on velvet compared with many dis-
tricts, for while the latter have had much broken time, up till
this there have been practically none here. Last week a day or
two was lost, as well as Tuesday of this week, and on the
latter day over 700 miners signed on at the local bureau. For
the occasion the bureau changed its quarters—the Dundas
Hall being requisitioned. Since Tuesday the pits have been
working. A dose of idleness makes one all the keener for work.
"No work, no pay," you know.

25th June.—A large percentage of miners who went to Ire-
land some months ago in search of fortune have returned to
the district. Latterly terms were offered them which they felt
were unacceptable.

30th July.—In connection with the threatened stoppage in
the coal mining industry the local miners are playing the game
of "wait and see," the while the heid anes are planning and
seeking a way out. A notice in the following terms is posted
up at the office of Messrs Wm. Baird & Co., Ltd., here:—In
view of the termination of the National Agreement on 31st
July, 1925, notice is hereby given that all contracts of service
with this Company will terminate on the same date—31st
July, 1925. This Colliery will be open for work on and after
1st August, on terms and conditions which will be posted up
before that date." Naturally, everybody wishes a way out of
the difficulty will be found, and that no stoppage will take
place. The position is at least hopeful.

6th August.—Like other centres of the coal industry there
was a feeling of relief here on Friday night when it became
known that the threatened stoppage had been averted, and
the rent at least patched up for the present. It is hoped some
permanent and satisfactory solution will soon be found
whereby industrial peace and contentment may reign. In this
age of enlightenment and unlimited resources there should
be no need to fight for an existence, fight who may for the
frills.

20th August.—The local miners are experiencing a lean pres-
ently, being idle on Saturday, Monday, and again yesterday.

No more was mentioned of the unrest that year.

LAMB WORRYING

Twenty-Nine lambs were found destroyed in the district,
and a further six were found on Sunday (3rd May), but a
watch was kept and a dog was chased at Tardoes and fol-
lowed to Kirkgreen where it paid the penalty. Another dog
was traced to Main Street, where it met a similar fate.

BUSINESS NEWS
There was a lot of stir in the business life of the village in
1925, and readers might find the following notes of some
interest.

John Kay took over the Motor Hiring business previously
carried on by the late Mr David Greenwood at Victoria Build-
ings.

George Shanks succeeded Mr William Hodge as Watch-
maker and Jeweller in Main Street.

W. Brodie opened a Grocery business at Victoria House,
Main Street.

Misses J. B. & E. McLuckie took over the Millinery busi-
ness previously run by Miss Burnie.

John Buchanan, Plumber and Gasfitter, took over the busi-
ness previously carried on by his father, Neil Buchanan,.

Miss Stevenson retired from the Dairy Business at
Woodend, Smallburn, and was succeeded by Mr Thomas
Loggie.

It was intimated that the Drapery Business of the late Mr
Robert Jack would be carried on under the name of The Bo-
nanza.

James Lochhead, Jnr., intimated he had acquired a reliable
motor lorry, and would be open for the business of contract-
ing and removals, etc.

Mr Alec DaPrato opened a new Fish and Chip Shop at the
Shed-end, which was situated at the top of the steps at the
Masons Arms Hotel

Sanderson Brothers announced that they had taken over
the shop occupied by Bone & Neilson, where they hoped to
carry on their Motor and Cycle Engineers business, which
was previously run from premises in the Glasgow Road,

The Royal Arms in the village of Glenbuck was advertised
for sale

FOOTBALL

Muirkirk Athletic got off to a great start in season 1924-
25, and opened with an unbeaten run of twelve games before
coming a croper in the second round of the Scottish Cup,
losing 1—0 away to Pollok. However, along with the Cher-
ries they reached the semi-final stages of several Ayrshire
competitions.

It was left to the Athletic to bring home the silverware in
the form of the Mauchline Cup, beating Kello Rovers 1-0 in
the final. The team was:—Scade; Ballantyne, Wallace;
Anderson, davidson, Thomas; Smith Gardiner, Easton,
Mitchell, Menzies. The goal was scored by Mitchell from the
penalty spot

QUOITING
Muirkirk Cairntable Quoting Club won the Ayrshire Cham-
pionship by beating Riccarton 97-67, and John Kilpatrick,
Muirkirk's own champion, won a match for £200 by beating
Robert McBride, Larkhall.
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OBITUARY

Last week (21st May) death claimed two of the oldest
residenters in the district, and both were of the farming fra-
ternity—Mr James Johnston, Airdsgreen, and Mr Alex. Park,
Limmerhaugh. Mr Johnstone was 78 years of age and Mr
Park 84. It is a coincidence that both were born on the farms
at which they died, their fathers having been tenants before
them, but both were out and about a day or two before being
called hence. Naturally both were well known, and Mr
Johnston was a bit of a wit. Only a few days before his death,
when on a visit to Muirkirk, he told a local merchant that he
didn't visit his shop out of any respect he had for the shop-
keeper, “but yer faither was an awfu' daicent man.”

FIRE AT GLENBUCK

Fire broke out on Saturday forenoon in Hillside Cottage,
owned and occupied by Mr Forbes Marshall. The fire origi-
nated in one of the attics, and had got a good grip of the build-
ing before it was discovered. Saturday being the working day
few men were about, but those who were there made heroic
efforts to save the building, assisted by about every woman
about the village, the latter playing a noble part in keeping
the men supplied with water. All kinds of receptacles in the
way of buckets, pails, jelly pans, etc., were brought into use.
The efforts of the workers were of little avail, however, as
there was a strong wind blowing, and soon the whole build-
ing was enveloped in flames. Attention was then turned to
the buildings close by, and great excitement prevailed when
it was seen that there was grave danger of Dalziel's Buildings
and Vass's Buildings being caught by the flames, which
stretched across the road. Indeed a part of Vass's Buildings
actually caught fire, and a special effort had to be made to
check what might have had very serious results. By this time
nearly all the occupants of the two buildings had practically
all their furniture removed out to the back green. When the
fire was discovered the Ayr Fire Brigade was phoned for,
and lost no time in being on the scene, considerably less than
an hour having elapsed from the ‘phone call till the firemen
were on the spot, but by that time Hillside was burned to the
ground. The furniture in the lower flat was saved. The dam-
age, which is estimated at £5500, was mostly covered by in-
surance. The cause of the fire is unknown.

WELLWOOD ESTATE

For some considerable time negotiations have been pro-
ceeding between Mrs Broun Lindsay and Messrs Wm. Baird
& Co., Ltd., with regard to Wellwood Estate, and we learn
that Messrs Baird have just completed the purchase of the
Southern portion of the estate, roughly the part lying south of
the watershed between River Ayr and the Greenock Water.
Truly, the old order changeth, giving place to new

NEW BAKERY

In July Muirkirk Co-operative Society announced the open-
ing of their new Baker and Confectionery Department. The
Shop was in Blackwood's Buildings, opposite the foot of the
Glasgow Road (later to become Wilson's Newsagents,
Whyllies, and now the Ladies' Hairdresser.

BREACH OF PROMISE ACTION

A breach of promise action brought by Jenny McCall, Gar-
ronhill House, against James Girdwood, Harkness's Build-
ings, for £250 damages for breach of promise of marriage
has heard at Ayr Sheriff Court on 23rd October. After a lengthy
case, in his interlocutor, The Sheriff says that he finds in fact
that the defender wrongfully broke his promise to the pursu-
er's pecuniary loss and damage to her feelings, and that in
law the defender is liable in damages to the pursuer for the
said breach of promise; assessing the damages at £10 for pe-
cuniary loss in preparation for the marriage, and at £70 for
injury to feelings and prospective loss, and finds the defender
liable to the pursuer in expenses.

WATER AND DRAINAGE PLEBISCITE
The following is the result of the plebiscite taken recently
in connection with the proposed augmented Water and Drain-
age Scheme:—

NO oo 249
YES e 207
Water Only ....ccocovvvveeneneincseeeen 2
Declined to VOte .......ccocovevvevverneee. 39

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION RESULT
Village Ward—4 Seats

Colthart, John ..o, 389

Henderson, JOhN .........cccooeveiieiieiiiieecee 386

Steven, RObert ..o 331

McCulloch, John ......c.coovveiiiicicieee 305
Williamson, James ........c.ccccevveveiveennns 294
Mackie, PEter ........coccveeveeiiiviicieiieene 285
Pringle, ANdrew ........cccccvvvvvererennnnnnn 278
Wilson, Robert ........cccoevvevviceiiieci 213

Ironworks Ward—3 Seats

BONne, GEOIQE ..ocevveeerieciieeeee e 271

McKenzie, NOrman ..........ccceeeeveeveceesirseenn 269

Stitt, David ..o, 262
Young, JOhN .....ccoovvveieiieeecee 170

Glenbuck Ward—?2 Seats

Croshie, ANAIEW .........cccocveeeeeeieeeeeeiennna 129

Ward, Robert ........cccooovieiiiieieceeeceie 100
Crosbie, Robert ..........cccoovveeeeieeeeene 98

Landward—2 Seats—No Poll
Craig, James
Kerr, John
AN OLD PONY

The other day (September 4) the death occurred of an old
pony that was the subject of some correspondence in the news-
papers a few years ago. There was a competition to see who
had the oldest pony in Scotland, and "Darkie," the property
of Mr Thomas Henderson, Smallburn, was decided the win-
ner. Darkie was 37% years old, and had been in Mr
Henderson's possession for 34 years. The pony was a great
favourite with the locals.
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1925

BIRTHS
BELL.—In U.S.A. on 9th May to Mr and Mrs J. A. Bell; a
daughter.
BIRRELL.—In U.S.A. on 6th July, Mrs Robert Birrell (nee
Maggie Hogg); a daughter.
McMEEKAN.—At Dalbeattie on 31st August, to Mr and Mrs
James McMeekin (nee Jean Calsow); a son.

McCARTNEY.—At Ardrossan on 21st October, to Mr and
Mrs William McCartney; a daughter

MARRIAGES
GEORGE BUNNISS to JEAN STEVEN on 21st March.
WM. GOULDSTONE to ANNIE KIRKWOOD on 10th July.
JOHN CAMERON to MAY SMYLLIE on 1st September
THOS SANDERSON to JANET WILSON on 26th Nov.
ALEX. LINDSAY to PEGGY URQUHART on 3rd Dec.

DEATHS
THOMSON.—As the result of an accident at Kames Pit on
12th January, George Thomson, aged 25 years.
McFEGAN.—At Bankhead on 13th February, William
McFegan, aged 8 years.

VALLANCE.—At Glasgow on 9th March, William Vallance
(Butcher), aged 70 years (late of Muirkirk).

ARCHIBALD.—At Manse Lane on 23rd March, Robert
Archibald, aged 70 years.

SAMSON.—At Albert Place on 22nd March, Rosina Love,
aged 56 years.

TOWLE.—At Smallburn on 21st March, Agnes Hazle, aged
1 year and 10 months.

JACK.—At Elmdene on 27th March, Robert Jack, aged 56
years.

LANCELLOS.—ALt 16 Springhill Terrace on 30th March, Mrs
Lancellos, aged 65 years.

MENZIES.—At 16 Park Terrace on 5th April, Christina
Menzies, aged 20 months.

LOVE.—At Helenlea, Main Street, on 6th April, James Love,
aged 64 years.

DUNBAR.—In Spain on 11th April, Thomas Dunbar (late of
Muirkirk).

McDONALD.—At Wanlass Place on 25rth April, Wee Nan,
aged 15 months.

MACKENZIE.—At 51 New Terrace on 25th April, Wee
Alex., twin son, aged 18 months.

BANKS.—At 20 Midhouse Row on 4th May, Catherine
Lindsay, aged 48 years.

STEELE.—At Annan on 6th May, Andrew Steele, aged 81
years.

TAIT.—At Blyth's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 6th May, Wee
Tom, aged 2 years and 2 months.

PARK.—At Limmerhaugh on 20th May, Alexander Park
(Farmer), aged 84 years.

BEGG.—At 7 Springhill Terrace on 1st June, James Begg,
aged 60 years.

HAZEL.—At Bridge Street on 26th June, Grace Hazel, aged
2 years.

QUEEN.—At Cumnock on 30th July, Sadie Queen, aged 2%
years (of Garronhill).

MULLHOLLAND.—In New Zealand on 28th June, Martha
Mulholland, aged 3 years and 9 months.

GIBSON.—At Furnace Road on 17th August, Janet Gibson.

HIGGINS.—The result of an accident on 23rd August, Mary
Higgins, aged 13 years (of Garronhill House).

SCOTT.—In U.S.A. on 8th August, Agnes Brown, aged 66
years; also on 9th August at same address, William Scott
(son of above), aged 30 years. (Both late of Fergus Place).

WEIR.—At Renfrew on 4th September, Thomas Weir (late
of Muirkirk), aged 86 years.

PURDIE.—At Glasgow on 17th September, Agnes Hill, aged
70 years.

HODGE.—At Baird Institute on 5th October, John Hodge
(Caretaker), aged 84 years.

LITTLE.—At Co-operative Buildings on 19th October, John
Little, aged 33 years.

ANDERSON.—At Linkieburn Square on 28th November,
Thomas Anderson, aged 83 years.

SEEN AND HEARD

"Prim," a greyhound belonging to Mr W. Anderson, Kirk-
green won the Carfin Handicap out of an entry of 300 .

From 246 applications, Mr Thomas Picken, Dumbarton, was
appointed caretaker of the Ironworks Institute.

We understand that a vein of barytes has been found in the
Parish.

Muirkirk Tar-mac Cycling and Tennis Club held a 2-day carni-
val and sale to raise funds for the new tennis courts at Victory
Park. £162 was realised.

In March the Pavilion changed hands—the new lessee being
Mr H. N. Morton, Cumnock.

Mr David Floyd was appointed greenkeeper at Muirkirk Bow!-
ing Green

Thirty-four applications were received for the post of
janitorship at the Ironworks Institute. Mr Smellie, Glasgow, was
appointed.

The ruins of Parsonstown House, site of the recent fire, has
been purchased by Mr Robert Young, Plumber.

The licence for the Royal Hotel, Glenbuck, was transferred to
Mr John Wilson, Empire Bar, Muirkirk, and the licence for the
Douglas Arms, Muirkirk, was transferred to M. Prendergast. An
application by George Bain, Glenbuck, for a full grocery licence
was turned down.

The Pavilion changed hands again in May—Mr John R. Kay;
Muirkirk, being the new owner.

The Gala Bus Company started a service to Douglas and Lan-
ark, and an Ayr Co. started a service to Cumnock.

Tennis Courts opened in Victory Park, and shortly afterwards
a putting green was established.

Mr William McCulloch, Irondale House, gained his Diploma
at Glasgow School of Art.



82 CAIRNTABLE ECHOES

CHAPTER NINETEEN
(1926)

1926 proved to be a dark year as far as the mining commu-
nity was concerned, and the general strike caused great hard-
ship in the village. A diary of events were chronicled in the
“Advertiser” as follows:—

THE INDUSTRIAL UPHEAVAL
(6th May Issue)

In common with all other places in Britain, this district is
presently in the throes of a strike. The period of the Govern-
ment subsidy to the mining industry came to an end on 30th
April, and, the terms offered the miners by the employers
being considered unacceptable, work in the mines stopped
on Friday evening.

The miners handed over their case to the Trades Union
Congress General Council, and the Government endeavoured
to act as mediator, but negotiations were latterly abruptly bro-
ken off. The safety men only are on duty at the pits, and at
time of writing the horses in the local mines are still under-
ground.

In sympathy with the position of the miners, the employ-
ees of the railways also stopped work on Monday evening,
and no trains have left or arrived at Muirkirk station since
that evening.

The Station for the present is deserted. The 'buses connect-
ing with Lanark stopped running on Monday night, and the
Ayrshire 'buses on Wednesday evening.

On Tuesday morning a Royal Mail motor van arrived at
Muirkirk Post Office with the mail, which consisted of two
letters and a newspaper, although a goodly bag was despatched
by the same conveyance. It is expected that this will be con-
tinued each morning during the struggle, and there will also
be a despatch of letters each evening should opportunity per-
mit. All packets are presently limited to eight ounces in weight.

Newspapers, mostly abbreviated, are arriving only inter-
mittently, but the “wireless” fills the breach to a certain ex-
tent in the matter of news.

Lorries are being utilised for the transport of foodstuff to
the town. In response to a request from Ayr, a list of the local
stocks of several commodities has been sent to the county
town.

Stocks of coal are small, but in a mining district there should
be no great dearth of coal for necessary purposes. At the Gas
Works it is considered that the supply of coal will last about
three weeks.

The miners and the railwaymen have held several meet-
ings.

Presently it is a case of quiet resistance, although every-
thing points to a titanic struggle. Let us hope that right and
justice will prevail, with contentment following in its wake,
and without which there can be no real and lasting peace.

From the 13th May Issue:—

END OF GENERAL STRIKE

Intimation of the decision of the Trades Union Congress
General Council to withdraw the general strike was heard by
wireless yesterday afternoon shortly after one o'clock, and
was received with mixed feelings locally. Disappointment was
expressed that there was no reference to a settlement with the
miners being conditional as to its withdrawal. The Ayrshire
'buses resumed operations this morning. Up till time of writ-
ing no trains have left or arrived at Muirkirk Station, evi-
dently the Railway Company's time for resuming business
having not yet arrived.

SOME STRIKE ITEMS
The call for voluntary workers in Muirkirk brought forth
some response, while several offered their services as special
constables.

On Friday night a meeting was held in the Temperance
Hall, when arrangements were made for a system of ration-
ing for the strikers and their families.

Within a few minutes of the intimation of the withdrawal
of the general strike, a pug engine and a few waggons were
on their way to Glenbuck.

The only other steam to be seen about the place during the
past week was from an engine on the Caley on Tuesday, which
brought some vans of food to the town, and a few steam en-
gines on the road.

For two days last week-end the parish pupils attending
Cumnock School had a holiday, as there were no ‘buses. How-
ever, a start was again made on Monday morning, the 'bus
conveying school pupils and superintendents only.

There has been no coal in Muirkirk on sale during the last
few days. The Fuel Overseer at Ayr was tapped on the mat-
ter, and he reported that Muirkirk's share was two waggons
per week, but where the two waggons were to come from
was the difficulty.

Foodstuff came through all right by road, and it was con-
sidered unnecessary to adopt any system of rationing.

No milk was left in the district since the railways discon-
tinued functioning, and those farmers who usually send away
their milk have been making butter and cheese instead.

Mails have reached Muirkirk every day during the strike,
and there have been two despatches daily, opportunity hav-
ing been taken by the postmistress to utilise the services of
reliable carriers.

Several pits have within the last day or two, or night or
two, been sunk on the Marquis of Bute's new estate, but no
fortunes have been made.

It is intimated that postal regulations are now back to nor-
mal, with regards to both parcels and letter postage.

From the 20th May Issue:—

Coal was being retailed by the legitimate trade on the streets
on Tuesday. It is also being got otherwise in the district—
more cheaply, though not more easily.
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From the 27th May Issue:—

PIT HORSES DRAWN
An unhappy omen of the strike was in evidence on Mon-
day and Tuesday last at Kames Pithead, when nineteen horses
were brought to the surface, and are, along with the Grasshill
Pit chargers, grazing in the vicinity of the town. Quite a crowd
witnessed the drawing operations.

RATIONING

The rationing scheme seems to be functioning satisfacto-
rily, and as a rule the strikers and their families are quite con-
tent. The strikers are supplied with rations of bread, and other
necessaries, through the Co-operative Society, on account of
the local Miners' Union. The funds of the Union are quite
healthy, and it is expected will suffice for other six or eight
weeks.

From the 3rd June Issue:(—

FEEDING

The communal feeding of the necessitous children of school
age by the Education Authority began yesterday. They re-
ceive breakfast and tea in the various schools, while the mid-
day meal is served at the Temperance Hall. For the Saturday
and Sunday rations vouchers are handed to the children for
bread, butter, and milk, for which they choose their own ven-
dors. 367 children attending the three Muirkirk Schools dined
in the Temperance Hall yesterday, this number being slightly
increased to-day.

From the 10th June Issue:—

The communal feeding of the necessitous school children
continues, and arrangements seem to be entirely satisfactory.
At first a number, perhaps over a hundred, who were not eli-
gible, were getting meals, but the roll has now been purged,
and the number presently stands at 453 for the parish, with
Quarter-Master James McCartney in command.

From the 17th June Issue:—

There is little doing yet with regard a settlement of the coal
dispute, but meantime everything points to a longer working
day. All is quiet locally, and most orderly. The home fires are
being kept burning by the miners occasionally visiting the
dirt bings in the neighbourhood and picking out the coal into
sacks. It passes the time on good days, and provides heat and
cheer on the bad uns.

From the 8th July Issue:—

The feeding of the local children during the school vacation
is being conducted in the Temperance Hall centre. The town
contingent receive three meals per day in the hall, while the
food for the Southside children is conveyed to an empty house
in one of the rows, and distributed from there.

THE MINING CRISIS

Notices of the new terms offered by the Colliery owners
were posted in the local pits on Monday. An outstanding fea-
ture of the miners' terms is that they provide for the continu-
ation of the pre-stoppage rates of pay till 30th September, on
the basis of the underground working shift being increased
by one hour.

Locally, the terms have been received with mixed feelings

the general tendency being to bogle at the eight hours. The
following are the terms of the notice:—

NOTICE
On the footing that the hours below are increased
by one hour per shift and that the surface workers
work a normal week of 49 hours, this Colliery will
open for work for such men as are required on the
following conditions:—

Wages as from Date of Resumption of Work
and until 30th September, 1926
From the date when work is resumed, until Septem-
ber 30, 1926, wages will be payable on a percentage
of 133.33 above the 1888 basis (this being the per-
centage which operated before the stoppage on May
1 last), subject to a re-adjustment of the tonnage and
other pieceworkers' rates by a percentage corre-
sponding to the addition made to rates when hours
of work were reduced by Statute from eight to seven.

Wages During October, 1926

During October wages will be paid on the basis of
an ascertainment for Scotland for the period from
the termination of the general stoppage till August
31, allocating to wages 87 per cent. of the surplus
after deducting from the proceeds of the sale of coal
costs other than wages, subsistence allowances and
additions, but during October and for such period
thereafter as may be arranged, the district minimum
percentage shall not fall below 110 per cent. above
the 1888 basis, this being the minimum percentage
in operation from 1921 to 1924.

Workers Previously Receiving Subsistence

Allowances and Additions
In the case of day-wage workers whose wages in
April was included subsistence allowances and ad-
ditions these allowances and additions will be pay-
able until September 30, 1926. During October,
1926, the wage and allowances of such workers will
be subject to readjustment, having regard to such
percentage alterations as may be made as the result
of the Ascertainment.

GAS SHORTAGE (29th July Issue)

Owing to the limited supply of coal at the local Gas Works,
the gas supply has been restricted meantime. The supply is
presently available from 4 a.m. till 11 a.m., with the excep-
tion of Sundays, when gas will be available from 12 noon till
1 p.m. As a result the Picture House will be closed down till
normal times are reached again.

STRIKE RELIEF (19th August Issue)

With the strike now in its 17th week, the resources of many
mining communities are practically at an end, and as com-
pared with other districts, including neighbouring ones,
Muirkirk is most fortunate. Doubtless, the funds here have
been well nursed, the communal system of feeding of those
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concerned in the struggle having been systematically arranged
and satisfactorily carried out, and while in other districts al-
lowances are to be stopped or have stopped, it seems as if
Muirkirk will be able to carry on. The needs of the children
under school age are being attended to through the local Child
Welfare Committee, the Education Authority are feeding those
of school age, while the sum of £60 a week is given by the
Parish Council in allowances to the miners' wives through
the local Miners' Union. The total liabilities this Area (in-
cluding seven Parishes) for the feeding of the children up till

last week was £4,272.

COAL OWNERS AND ENGINEMEN AGREE
(26th August Issue)

We have been favoured with a fac-simile copy of the memo-
randum of the new agreement between the Monmouthshire
and South Wales Coal Owners' Association and the South
Wales and Monmouthshire Colliery, Enginemen, Boilermen,
and Craftsmen's Association. As it is held in some quarters
that the agreement may form the basis on which the present
coal strike may be finally settled, we give the following ex-
cerpts, but anyone interested can examine the text at the “Ad-
vertiser” Office.

A joint Committee shall be established for the purpose of
dealing with disputes and questions arising between the par-
ties subject hereto.

The wages payable shall be the 1915 Standard Base Rates
applicable to the different classes of workmen, plus the per-
centage hereinafter provided.

The wages to be paid by the Owners during the month of
August and September, 1926, shall be the 1915 Standard Base
Rates with 42.22 per cent. added thereto, together with such
allowance as will give a Subsistence Wage of 8/0% to mar-
ried and single workmen under the conditions operating in
April, 1926.

The amount of the percentage to be paid during any period
shall be determined by the results of the industry in the dis-
trict comprising the collieries, but the minimum wages pay-
able shall in no event be less than the 1915 Standard Base
Rates applicable to the different classes of workmen with 28
per cent. added hereto.

In order to determine the percentage payable in the district
in accordance with Clause 4, eighty-seven per cent. of the
difference between the proceeds and the costs of production
other than wages in the district during the period of ascer-
tainment shall be taken.

The amount and conditions of payment of Subsistence
Wage shall be mutually agreed between the Owners and
Workmens' Representatives, and failing agreement shall be
referred to an Independent Chairman for final decision.

The Owners or the Workmens' representatives shall have
the right to request at the end of each succeeding period of
twelve months a revision of the Subsistence Allowance, and
failing mutual agreement, the matter shall be referred to an
Independent Chairman for final decision.

The hours of labour of workmen employed below ground
shall be eight hours, exclusive of meal hours.

Workmen on the afternoon and night shifts shall be paid
six turns for five worked.

An effective double shift shall be worked when and where
required by the Owners.

The workmen, except continuous shift men, shall be enti-
tled to 12 General Holidays in each year.

The supply of house coal to workmen living in apartments
shall be as follows:—Married or single workmen living with
and supporting dependants, viz., heads of families in apart-
ments and occupying separate rooms, to be allowed six tons
per annum subject to the total allowance for the home not
exceeding 15 tons.

Any dispute between any Colliery Company and any work-
man subject hereto shall in the first instance be dealt with at
the Colliery between responsible colliery officials and such
workman or his authorised agent, and failing agreement at
the Colliery shall be referred to the said Joint Committee.

All notices to terminate individual contracts shall be of the
length of fourteen days to be given at any time.

This agreement shall continue in force until terminated by
three calendar months' notice on either side.

From the 16th September Issue:—

Coal howking from the outcrops and gathering from the
dirt bings under the control of Messrs Wm. Baird & Co., Ltd.,
was officially stopped on Saturday last.

From the 21st October Issue:—

On Friday evening last a meeting of the members of the
local Miners' Union was held in the Dundas Hall, when it
was decided that rations be discontinued on and after Tues-
day, 26th October, and also, that a ballot of the men be taken
to ascertain whether they were in favour of continuing on
strike or of resuming work.

On Saturday a meeting of Glenbuck men was held, when
it was decided to remain on strike.

On Sunday evening a public meeting was held in the
Dundas Hall, when an address was given by Mr James Brown,
M.P., who counselled the miners not to return to work mean-
time, as he believed that within the next few weeks better
terms would be got than were now offered by the employees.

On Monday a ballot of the Muirkirk men was taken, but
so far we understand the votes have not been counted. No
miners are working in the Parish.

From the 28th July Issue:—

The local miners held a meeting in the Dundas Hall last
Thursday, when Mr John McCall presided over a large at-
tendance. Mr Brown, M.P.; Mr Hood, Kilmarnock; Mr Smith,
Kilwinning; and Mr Colthart were the speakers, and they urged
the miners to remain out. It was decided to abandon the bal-
lot, and that negotiations be made to continue the rations for
another week.

From the 18th November Issue:—

A miners' meeting was held in the Dundas Hall on Tues-
day evening, when Mr John McCall presided over a very large
attendance. Mr John Colthart was the speaker, and the busi-
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ness was the consideration of the Government's terms. It was
unanimously agreed to accept the terms, while it was agreed
to stay out till the Federation called the strike off. On a vote
being taken, only three voted for work the following day.

From the 25th November Issue:—

On Sunday a meeting of the local miners was held in the
Dundas Hall to consider the question of resuming work or
acting on the decision of the Federation, and it was unani-
mously decided to hold out meantime in the hope that better
terms might be obtained.

A requisition meeting was held on Tuesday night to con-
sider the subject, several of the men having resumed work,
when it was again agreed, by a large majority, to stick to the
Federation.

From the 2nd December Issue:—

MINERS STRIKE ENDED

The representatives of the Scottish mine-owners and min-
ers at their conference last week in Glasgow finally agreed
on terms, which afterwards received the blessing of the min-
ers themselves.

A meeting of the local miners was held in the Dundas Hall
on Sunday, when Mr Colthart endeavoured to explain the
terms of the settlement, stating that although the terms were
not good he believed they were the best that could be ob-
tained. He reviewed how wages of shift men would remain
until 30th April, 1927, as they were in April, 1926, but piece-
workers' rates would be reduced by 12.25 per cent. to cover
the extra hour worked. Commencing on 1st May, 1927, shift
workers' wages might be reduced to the standard ruling from
1921 to 1924, ton rates again being reduced in proportion.
The agreement, Mr Colthart said, afforded anything but sat-
isfaction, and only men driven by destitution could possibly
accept such terms, as every clause in the agreement sought to
further protect the colliery owners. Most of the reports in the
Press represented surpluses (after other costs were deducted)
as being allocated on the same ratio as prevailed since 1924,
but that was grossly inaccurate. In 1924 subsistence and ex-
tra time allowances were charged against "other costs;" they
were now to be charged directly against the miners' 87 per
cent, and this amounted to approximately £20,000 per month
in Scotland. In Clause 6 of the agreement the owners claimed
consideration of new capital and an allowance for amortisa-
tion, which in the speaker's opinion meant that any capital
necessary during the last seven months to keep the mines in
condition must be paid by the miners, while no consideration
was given to their losses. Mr Colthart paid a compliment to
the local management in doing their utmost to reinstate every
man at his former work as speedily as possible, and arrange-
ments had been made whereby Kames men could all resume
on Monday. Grasshill, was less fortunately placed, but he felt
confident no time would be lost in obtaining a complete re-
turn.

Nearly all the men in Kames started on Monday, a number
being on the afternoon shift.

Fully half the men in Grasshill Pit are back on duty. The oth-
ers will be employed when the conditions of the workings
permit.

According to the terms accepted by the Scottish miners—

The owners will pay the same wages as before the
strike, but the time below ground shall be increased
by one hour per shift, and surface workers shall work
a normal week of 49 hours. This will be continued
up till April 30 next, and afterwards the wages will
be decided by the earnings of the mines. The mini-
mum wage, however, shall not be less that 110 per
cent. above the 1888 level, the minimum which was
in operation from July, 1921, till June, 1924. The
minimum wage on which hewers now start—9/4 per
shift—is 133.3 per cent above the 1888 level. The
1888 wage for a facemen was 4/- per shift, so that
the minimum wage for these cannot fall below 8/
4.8.

Subsistence wages will be regulated by the same pro-
cedure.

To regulate the wages a Conciliation Board is to be
set up, with an independent chairman.

The agreement is for a period of three years. com-
mencing 1st May next, and will be subject to termi-
nation by either side giving two months' notice be-
fore that period ends.

Everybody seems highly satisfied that the wheels of
our local industry are again on the move.

Owing to the transfer of Mr John McCulloch, Man-
ager of Kames Colliery, to Whitehill Colliery, Cum-
nock; Mr Dan Cook has been transferred from
Grasshill Colliery to Kames; and Mr Trewsdale, from
the Prestwick district, is now officiating at Glenbuck
in place of Mr Cook.

And finally, from the 9th December Issue:—

Tuesday saw the last of the dealing of rations to the depend-
ants of destitute miners, consequent upon the strike. The feed-
ing of the school children of destitute parents ends to-mor-
row (Friday).

A STRIKE AFTERMATH

At Cumnock J.P. Court on Monday, Muirkirk was well
represented. For their efforts to produce warmth and food
they were called to the Spa "tae answer for't.” A fine line
seems to have been drawn the various offences—all minor
offences, fortunately.

For instance, to take good coal from a waggon was consid-
ered a greater offence (20/- was the penalty) than to take a
poor quality of coal (15/-), and to howk the coal from out-
crops was less still, and quite right, too (10/-). For taking tur-
nips 20/- was the penalty. An alternative of being guest of
His Majesty for a few days was offered in each case, and also
tick. In at least on instance the £1 was forked out on the spot.
There was a company of eighteen from Muirkirk.
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SEEN AND HEARD

The death was announced of Mr James Clark, J.P., for-
merly of Crossflatt Farm.

Under the auspices of Muirkirk Athletic, William Malley,
manager of Celtic Football Club, was guest speaker at a func-
tion in the Dundas Hall. The Scottish Cup, which Celtic had
won the previous season was on display.

In January work was commenced on the Council houses
at Wellwood Crescent.

Within a few months three founder members of Muirkirk
Co-operative Society, had died, namely Mr Thomas Weir
(President), Mr William McCall (Committee Member), and
in March, Mr William Hogg (Treasurer). All had been mem-
bers since the Society's inception in 1885.

Mr David Crosbie, New Cumnock, granted grocer's licence
for Main Street, and Mr David Mc\ey, Glasgow , was granted
a licence for the Douglas Arms, Main Street. Business hours
for public houses were fixed as 11 till 3 and 5 till 9 p.m.

Part of Muirkirk Estate has again changed hands—all south
of the Railway, including Auldhouseburn Estate and Nether
Wellwood. We understand the Marquis of Bute is the pur-
chaser.

Swings were erected on the Southside in line with Park
Terrace.

Rankin Brothers started a 'bus service from Muirkirk to
Glasgow via Strathaven.

A case of anthrax was reported at Nether Wellwood.

An old clay pipe, complete with brass lid and chain at-
tached, was found at Glenbraehead, near Tibbie's Brig.

An attempt to produce gas from a mixture of clay and blaes
proved a dismal failure at Muirkirk Gas Works.

INTERESTING FIND

While some workmen were preparing the ground for a
gutter in front of Ashbank Cottage, Smallburn, they came
upon a cart-weighing machine embedded in the earth at a
depth of about a foot. It was composed of the usual large flat
surface of iron, with connecting rod, all in position, and in a
good state of preservation. No one present was aware of the
existence of the machine, and speculation was rife as to its
age. However, we have ascertained that something under or
about fifty years ago the machine was installed there as a
private speculation, for the public weighing of carts and their
contents, at sixpence a time, the owner being Betty Riddell,
who also kept a sweetie shop in the adjacent building, but so
scant was the patronage of the weighing machine that it fell
into disuse after a few years, and was evidently simply cov-
ered up. On Tuesday, as it could not be removed whole, the
machine was broken up to make way for the kerb stones.

LOCAL STATISTICS, 1925

Births ....ocoviiiicece e 105
MaITIAZES ..vevevveririerieieeee e 25
Deaths ..o 45

The number of births registered is (with the exception of 1921
wehn the number was 90) is the lowest since 1857, when 101
were registered.

BUSINESS CHANGES

New advertisers in the paper that year were George Shanks,
Watchmaker and Jeweller, Main Street; and Robert Thomson,
(known locally as “The Dandies™), general dealer, Furnace
Road; and Crosbie's the Grocer, who operated from Main
Street; as also did John A. Geddes, as a Tailor and Outfitter.

Mrs Allan Loggie's Ice Cream and Fish & Chip Shop in
Furnace Road was a popular one, while at the other end of
the town Thomas Rowe was advertising his motor hiring busi-
ness.

In August, Thomas Wilson, Jr., opened a Newsagents at
the foot of the Glasgow Road (next to DaPrato's).

In October John D. Dunbar, Grain Merchant, Furnace Road,
retired from business.

The Newsagents business carried on in Main Street by Mr
Walter Weir was taken over by Mr Hugh Caldow, The Isle.

FOOTBALL (Season 1925-26)

Muirkirk Athletic started the new season in great style,
beating Dalry Thistle 7-3 in the 1st round of the Scottish Cup.
In the second they were drawn away to Glasgow side, Benburb,
and returned with a 3—3 draw, being 3—1 up at one stage. In
the replay at Ladeside Park the Athletic played well to win
2—1. A protest against a home player was upheld, and the
game was replayed at Muirkirk, when on this occasion Ath-
letic were leading 2—1 when the referee abandoned the match
with ten minutes to go. The replay took place the following
Saturday when a 1—1 draw was the outcome. The fifth game
was played at Irvine, and this time Athletic emerged victori-
ous by 2—1, but Benburb lodge a protest against another
Muirkirk player.

The protest was considered by the S.J.F.A. Benburb claimed
the tie, alleging that Muirkirk had played A. Rankin knowing
that he was a signed player for Twechar Rangers, but after the
Muirkirk Secretary produced a letter which at once cleared
the Athletic of any knowledge of a previous signing, the
Benburb representative admitted that he had no proof and
apologised. However, the Govan Club was granted a replay.
The Association Committee sympathised with the Muirkirk
Club in their being grossly misled, while player Rankin's share
of the blessing was some scathing remarks and suspension
sine die. Both clubs were warned that if an ineligible player
took part in the replay, should either club protest and the in-
fringement be proved, the offending club would be disquali-
fied.

The replay took place at Irvine, and for the first time in the
tie Benburb won 2—o0.

This was a big disappointment for the Athletic, but they
did get some consolation that season, when they beat Kello
Rovers 4—2 in the final of the Ayr and District Cup. The
team was:—Scade; Ballantyne, Thomas; Anderson,
Williamson, Findlay; McLaughlan, Aaron, Easton, Mitchell,
Watson. The scorers were Watson, Easton, Williamson, and
Aaron.

That season Glenbuck Cherrypickers scratched to New
Cumnock in the semi-final of the Coylton Cup owing to fi-
nancial difficulties, and were forced to shut shop for the sea-
son for want of support. Changed days at Glenbuck!
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1926

BIRTHS
(No Births were advertised in 1926)

MARRIAGES

CHRISTOPHER FLEMING to JEMIMA HAMILTON on
31st December, 1925.

ALEXANDER FULTON to BARBARA ARMSTRONG on
30th December, 1925.

WILLIAM MATHIESON to JEAN WILLIAMS on 1st Feb-
ruary.

JAMES DAVIDSON to GRACE BRADFORD on 20th Au-
gust.

DEATHS

JACKSON.—ALt Ayr on 6th January, Thomas Jackson (retisred
Bank Manager, Clydesdale Bank, Muirkirk),

McCALL.—At 10 Midhouse Terrace on 2nd January, Wil-
liam McCall, aged 70 years.

MURDOCH.—At 16 Midhouse Row on 4th January, Annie
Anderson, aged 76 years.

STRICKLAND.—At 22 Kames Row on 10th January,
Catherine Strickland, aged four months.

McCARTNEY.—At 8 Old Terrace on 24th January, Sarah
McAlister, aged 57 years.

KELLY.-At 21 Old Terace on 27th January, James Kelly, aged
7 months.

LYLE.—At Glasgow on 2nd February, Ex-Sgt. James Lyle,
aged 66 years.

GIBSON.—At Furnace Road on 8th February, James Gibson,
aged 68 years.

HENDERSON.—In Australia on 10th February, Kenneth
Henderson.

McMILLAN.—At 5 Kames Row on 16th February, Sarah
McMillan, aged 79 years.

BEGG—At Bankend Cottage, Smallburn, on 26th March,
Matthew Begg, aged 80 years.

ANDERSON.—At Ayr on 28th March, John Anderson, carter,
aged 60 years.

BROOM.—At Glasgow on 12th April, Bessie McKie.

WEIR.—At Renfrew on 28th April, Agnes Ferguson, aged
78 years.

LIVINGSTONE.—At Inches as the result of a motoring ac-
cident, Donald Livingstone, aged 23 years.

McCARTNEY.—At Kemmel Place, Glasgow Road, on 3rd
May, Janet Wilson, aged 75 years.

GIBNEY.—At Kilmarnock on 11th May, Bernard Gibney,
aged 24 years.

LINDSAY.—Suddenly on 10th May, William Lindsay, late
lorryman, aged 75 years.

BLACKWOOD.—At Post Office on 13th June, John
Blackwood, music teacher.

WILSON.—ALt Main Street on 18th July, Matthew Wilson,
aged 3 years.

BOLAND.—At Linkieburn Square on 31st July, Michael
Boland, aged 70 years.

WATSON.—At Kilmarnock on 9th August, Thomas Watson
(of Glasgow Road), aged 55 years. LONGWILL.—In
U.S.A. on 10th August, Margaret Hendry.

GRAHAM.—At Mid Wellwood on 11th September, Alexan-
der Graham, aged 1 year.

CONNACHER.—At Kilwinning on 21st September,
Catherine Parsons.

ROBB.—At Smallburn on 23rd September, James McMillan,
aged 43 years.

HALLIDAY.—At the Lodge, Glenbuck, on 30th September,
Isabella Forsyth, aged 90 years.

HIGGINS.—At 53 Springhill Terrace on 12th November,
Andrew Higgins, aged 79 years.

IRVINE.—At Railway Buildings on 11th December, Thomas
Irvine, aged 54 years.

ARMSTRONG.—In Persia, on 12th December, Nurse Wilson
(widow of John L. Armstrong, Muirkirk).

A UNIQUE EVENT—EVEN FOR MUIRKIRK
Marriages are quite common, silver weddings are fairly
common, golden weddings are not unknown in Muirkirk, but
to have the privilege of celebrating a golden wedding and a
silver wedding in one and the same family must be a very
rare one indeed, and this was the proud privilege of the Ham-
ilton family recently. Mr & Mrs Hugh Hamilton celebrating
their golden wedding, and their daughter and her husband—
Mr and Mrs Angus Adair celebrating their silver wedding.
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CHAPTER TWENTY
(1927)

The following is the text of a lecture given under the aus-
pices of the Muirkirk Burns Literary Society, in the Dundas
Hall, on 18th January, 1927, by Mr Dugald Baird,
Kaimshill:—

HISTORY OF

MUIRKIRK IRON COMPANY,
1787—1863

While pursuing some old letters and reports left behind
them by the Muirkirk Iron Company, it occurred to me that at
least a gap of 76 years could be filled up if a short history of
the old Muirkirk Iron Company was given, as taken from the
letters and reports referred to, which would have a further
gap of 64 years to bring it up to date. This further gap is not
being dealt with at the present time, but whoever takes it up
will have plenty of data to go by, and besides quite a number
of the older members of the community have been in Muirkirk
during the greater part of this period, and so have plenty of
material to go on with at first hand.

With the exception of haematite ore mining on Whitehaugh
and iron ore forging at Terreoch, 1705—1730 or 1732, there
appears to be no record of coal or iron mining before 1787,
the advent of the Muirkirk Iron Company, but it is likely that
at least coal was mined both north and south of the Water
Ayr before this date. We, however, begin from 1787, and to
enable us to visualize the date more readily, it might be men-
tioned that at that time George the Third was on the throne,
the poet Burns was 28 years of age and no doubt passed
through our village on his way to and from Edinburgh, and,
as Lapraik was at that time living at Dalfram, most likely
Burns would look in to see him. According to the dates on
her headstone in the Parish Churchyard, Tibbie Pagan would
be 34 years of age thereafter, being 80 years old when she
died.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT BOOKS KEPT BY THE
MANAGERS AT MUIRKIRK, BEGINNING MARCH, 1787

On that date Messrs Robertson, Gillies & Edington (in these
days the old Company was composed of Glasgow business
men) journeyed from Glasgow to Muirkirk via Sorn. At Sorn
they found some ironstone and coal, but neither of them good
quality. Two miles east of Sorn they examined the bed of a
burn which flows into the River Ayr, and took samples of
ironstone for analysis. They also visited the Whitehaugh and
saw the iron ore veins which had been previously worked by
Lord Cathcart, but in 1787 belonging to Mr McAdam,
Craigengullen.

Afterwards they came to Muirkirk and measured the prop-
erties adjoining the Kaims Estate (then leased to Captain
Cochrane), Ashyburn, Crossflat, Auldhouseburn, Bankend,
and Combshill (probably Kaimshill).

They also examined on Tardoes (spelt Tardoors) and found
ironstone in the burn east of the farm.

On Tardoes they found veins of iron ore.

Mr Gillies travelled the Waters of Ayr from Crossflat,
Waulkmill to Kaimshill, and found 75 ft. 8 in. of fall, but the
figures were thought to be too much, as the day he levelled it
was one of continuous wind and rain, and there might have
been a mistake made. It was proposed to erect a dam at the
low end 30 feet high, so as to get the water power to blow one
Blast Furnace. This plan was not, however, carried out.

Mr Grieve, the resident Manager, was to look into the whole
question at Muirkirk. He was also to visit Kilmarnock and
Cleland to see if the coal and ironstone there was good, as
“nothing can induce us to go into such a desert and inland
place as Muirkirk, but the absolute certainty of having the
coal, ironstone, and limestone very cheap. If Mr Grieve can
therefore find the materials nearby as moderately at
Kilmarnock or Cleland, we cannot for a moment hesitate to
abandon Muirkirk.” In no instance is Mr Grieve to pay a fixed
rent, as we wish to give them up whenever they are not work-
able to profit.

However, they agreed to continue at Muirkirk, and in Au-
gust, 1787, gave Mr Grieve directions to build a Furnace and
an engine, and to do all in his power to have them built and
covered in before winter to save reflections on himself and
friends. He also got instructions to build what is now called
the Red Row, the roof and windows to come from Leith, and
the tiles from Glasgow. But if the expense of carting tiles
from Glasgow was too great, it was to be slated if this did not
cost more than 20/- per rood, slates being preferred owing to
the situation being so exposed. Mr Grieve was also to set
miners to work to prove the ironstone and start the great level
(running south from the Water of Ayr near the Works low
gate, and this still exists; also to continue the ore mine as
formerly (at the Black Hill, which is still open). In October,
1787, Mr Gillies was to make the plates for a boiler of the
very best iron, and Mr Grieve was not to put into it any plates
that were in any way cracked or unsound, lest it should at any
period stop the Furnace.

Mr Strang has behaved so shabbily in the transactions about
Tardoes Farm that Mr Grieve is to be cautious of having any
further connection with him.

Now that we have sufficient ironstone for one Furnace,
“we have no good reason to be afraid of Commodore Stewart
or Lord Dundonald's schemes. We should not purchase any
land at Muirkirk, but should erect cheap buildings, and when-
ever the coal and ironstone ceases to be got cheap, we should
abandon them and take our machinery elsewhere.”

The object of Mr Grieve is to get the Furnace and Cast
House finished as soon as possible and blow in the Furnace
early in summer. Mr Gillies to engage a vessel to bring the
cylinder from Chester, it to have hatches wide enough to take
in a cylinder seven and a half feet wide. (“I believe that same
cylinder is lying down at the Holm yet,” said the lecturer). At
a meeting held at Muirkirk, 11th March, 1788, Captain
Cochrane (afterwards Lord Dundonald) offered char (coke)
from the tar kilns at 'Combs’ at 1/8 at the kiln, or 2/- per ton at
the Furnaces, and it was agreed to make a trial of it.
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A contractor, or undertaker, as they were at that time called,
was to be got to deliver limestone at 1/8 per ton, broken to the
size of hens' eggs. Robert Neil offered for this.

John Paterson, the mason, was to build the fire engine and
the air vessel to the west of the cast house.

Resolved to continue the level to the vein of iron ore in
the eastern hill of Tardoes.

The foundation of the second Furnace was not to be laid
down at present, for if water is to be used to blow the Fur-
nace, then No. 2 Furnace will be built below No. 1, so that the
same water can be used twice. The coke yard to be near enough
to the Furnaces so that the grade up to it be 1 in 16.

As few buildings to be erected as possible—"many manu-
facturers destroy themselves in building houses, Carron is a
melancholy example of this. Asto Commodore Stewart (Laird
of Wellwood), we have no hold over such a Jew but his inter-
est.”

The Laird of Kaims told us that Nether Wellwood was bet-
ter worth £6,000 than the other was worth £4,000. Thomas
Edington, one of the partners, wrote to Mr Grieve—"your
man as | am told is a drunken dog. You will therefore be
careful that he does his work properly and not get into our
debt."

If Mr Strang does not get carts to carry the timber for the
beam in a few days, I will write you to get the logs from Ayr.
In April, 1788, it was agreed that the road to Sanquhar should
be on the West side of the Works, and not through them as it
was once proposed.

In September, 1788, working was commenced in Auld-
houseburn, and George Espie and three others worked there
at an open cast and produced 12-14 tons of coal per week at
2/- per ton—7/- per week each.

Iron ore at Tardoes. 100 tons in stock. The streak of the
veins in both east and west hills runs north and south. That in
the western hill dips to the west; that in the eastern hill dips to
the east. That in the east hill is unfavourably; on the west hill
a pit was being sunk. At one fathom down the vein was one
foot wide, at five fathoms it was two feet. Limestone easily to
be had and in abundance.

2nd September, 1788.—Mr Wm. Caddell joins the Com-
pany as Mr Edington's representative, and was to get a re-
ceiver cover cast at Carron if it could not be got at Clyde Iron
Works, from the pattern being made by the joiner at Muirkirk.

The next meeting was held in Glasgow on 9th October,
1788. Mr Gillies reported that he had been to Muirkirk and
there met Loudon McAdam, who offered coke at 2/3 ton.

All the limestone got at Crossflat to be carted home before
winter sets in.

Mr Grieve wishes to let to Thomas Richmond d of Linburn
that portion of the Tardoes Farm north of Greenock Water
for £5 per year (There was now no land belonging to Tardoes
north of the Greenock Water so far as Mr Baird knew).

Mr Grieve was also to set about and make a plan for a
home for himself and send it to Glasgow for approval. The
stones to be got locally. He to let it to a mason. A carpenter

from Ayr or Glasgow to contract for doors, windows, and
flooring, and to get it ready for occupation early in spring.

15th November, 1788, at Muirkirk.—Mr Grieve to see
Commodore Stewart and get the Lade from the Garpel marked
off.

Thomas White, Combshill, to get £10 per year for going
through the mine daily.

Carting to be done at 6d per ton per mile.
Ironstone was now to be got from Lighshaw.

Iron ore was to be stopped unless it could be raised and
laid on the surface for 5/- per ton.

Mrs Grieve was to get £20 per year to entertain friends of
the Company until the Inn (Irondale) projected by Commo-
dore Stewart be erected for public accommaodation.

Lade to go on at 3d per lineal yard (It now takes 3d per
yard to clean it). A stables for six horses to be built.

8th April, 1789.—The road to Strathaven was commenced.

At meetings held at Muirkirk 29th and 30th April, and 2nd
and 3rd May, 1789, it was resolved to sink the High Weighs
Pit to the level of the Great Mine.

Resolved to push on the level in Tardoes Burn for both
coal and ironstone.

Me Edington to send 5 or 6 miners from Clyde. Resolved
to write Mr Boswell that their workings at Garsewater (old
form of spelling and pronouncing "grass™) did not warrant
the erection of Furnaces there.

22nd October, 1789, held at Muirkirk.—At this time the
workmen sat rent free, but this was to be altered as soon as
possible. As it was found that coal in stock did not keep so
well as coke does, it was resolved to stock coke and cover it
with turfs.

John Salmond was appointed oversman at 10/- per week,
and £5 per year if he gave satisfaction.

Thomas Darby to be stocktaker at 8/- per week, and £5
extra per year if he gave satisfaction.

Resolved that all the carpenters shall be discharged unless
those who would work for 9/- per week.

Resolved that after a trial is made of Watson's baskets from
Netherfoot, if not found to answer, it will be proper to bar-
gain with makers about Cumnock or Affleck to furnish bas-
kets by the piece. (Mr Baird ventured the opinion that the
Furnaces were filled by baskets then).

At Muirkirk, 27th August, 1790, it was resolved to sink
the Kames Engine or Glenhead Pit 20 fathoms deep, and drive
up the old level made by the Tar Company to this pit, to save
pumping water to the surface. Mr Loudon McAdam was
present, and it was resolved that all concerned would require
to go hand in hand with all parties, before they begun such an
expensive operation, to prevent reflections in all time com-
ing.

At Muirkirk, 27th September, 1790, it was agreed to build
an addition to Kaimshill House according to plan. The foun-
dation was "stabbed off." Wm. Gardiner was to dig it out,
and John Paterson was to build it. Messrs Gillies and Gordon
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reported that it was necessary to get a supply of good water
for Kaimshill House and the people at the Works. It was agreed
that the spring called Cairntable Cauldron, being the nearest,
should be laid down. 2-in. earthen pipes were to be got from
Peter Moir, potter at Drongan. That it be led in these pipes to
the reservoir near the Furnace Bank, and thereafter in 1-in.
lead pipes with %in. branches to the houses at the Furnace
Bank, to the coke bank, John Paterson's house, and to the
carter's house in the Barn Yard.

FORGE

At this same meeting it was agreed to start a Forge either
by steam or water. Two dams of 2 acres each were to be made,
and a 42 in. fire engine got for working the drawing hammer
or for rolling.

CANAL

It was resolved to make a canal 8 feet wide at bottom, 16
or 17 feet wide at top, and 4 feet deep, and that proper appli-
cation was to be made to Mr McAdam of Craigenmullen for
liberty to bring the water through his lands at Ashyburn.

Mr Salmond's work as oversman had been good, and he
was to get 7 guineas instead of £5 as a yearly bonus, and his
weekly wage was to be raised from 10/- 12/-, with a £5 yearly
bonus as before if he pleased.

At Muirkirk, 15th March, 1791, it was agreed to build
twelve workmen's house near those built by the British tar
Company at a price not exceeding eleven guineas each, be-
ing the same rate as those recently built at Catcheyburn.

A water wheel 24 feet in diameter was to be erected near
the Furnace Bank, and the water from the Garpel led to it.

OFFICE

On 29th March, 1791, it was agreed to build a Counting
House 45 ft. by 20 ft., according to plan produced (This was
the Office, of course).

The building of the twelve houses mentioned above was
let to Robert Willocks at £12 5s each, they to have thatched
roofs.

Received an account from Crossflat for damages amount-
ing to £1 4s 9d. It was to be paid, but the Company consider
their bargain with him a very bad one.

Mr Guilland appears to have been Furnace Manager at this
time, and he was to see no drink was brought into the Casting
or Bridge House on any account.

He was to examine the baskets as received from the mak-
ers, and see that they were right in every respect before they
were paid for. Also to take care that the wheelers and fillers
did not embezzle them.

22nd October, 1791.—At Glenbuck, a level was being
driven to a seam of coal formerly worked by Mr Whyte, and
after this seam and the 6-feet seam be proved the Company
will meet and determine what further steps they are to take in
regard to erecting Furnaces there before Mr Wright goes to
England.

8th December, 1791.—The price of coal was fixed at—
Parrot Coal 9d per load, Chew Coal 4d per load, and to be

raised on 1st January following to 1/- and 6d respectively.

18th January, 1792, at Glasgow.—Mr Udney, land surveyor
having come west at the desire of the Company to meet them,
and Mr Officer to point out the proper way of subdividing
and enclosing Tardoes Farm.

Itis agreed to adopt Mr Udney's plan of enclosing and plant-
ing the Tore Hill the ensuing season. The fence to be sunk
and the stones to be taken from the top of the hill to assist as
far as they will go. The trees to be planted at the distance of 4
feet from each other in the following proportions—1/3 com-
mon firs, 1/3 larches,, 1/12 each of ash, birch, oak, and planes,
a few silver firs, American white, and black spruce, holys,
lyburnums, and mountain ash to be added. The bank from
the bridge westward to be planted the ensuing season with
oaks, larches, beech, mountain ash, lyburnums, birch, a few
silver and balm of giliad firs, planes, and some horse chest-
nuts. The large belt of planting round the south park to be
properly filled up. The trees, Mr Officer will get from Ayr.
The remainder of the belt on side of the great road to be com-
pleted with same assortment as the Tore Hill. The trees for
which Mr Udney will furnish and send to Muirkirk whenever
the weather will permit.

On 27th November, 1793, the Muirkirk Iron Company had
to get the loan of £820 from the Royal Bank to enable them
to carry on.

23rd June, 1796.—The Furnaces built, but can only blow
two at a time.

On 30th November, 1796, £2000 was placed to the credit
of the Company as an operating account, and James Gordon,
Manager of the Company was authorised to sign a Bond for
this amount.

On 23rd November, 1799, Messrs Grieve & Dixon (of
Dixon's Blazes probably) reported on the coal raised from
Admiral Stewart's ground.

On 9th May, 1800, Wm Dixon reported on all Pits going at
that date. The tar kilns were still going. It is reported in this
connection that the Tar Kilns Dyke has been cut in two or
three places, and Mr John Ferguson should be instructed to
put dams into them to prevent the water flowing to the bank
pit when the Glenhead pumping pit was stopped. The
Linkyburn Pit would at this date only last half a year longer
before it came to the dyke to the west, which is a downthrown
dyke to the west of 24 fathoms. This time Mr Dixon reported
that there was pit room for 104 colliers.

The Report Book finished at this date, 9th May, 1800, 13
years from the Time the Company started, but a Letter Book
starting in May, 1809, contains many interesting lettters. From
May, 1809, till June, 1810 they are mostly signed by Hugh
Baird, who appears to have been managing partner at that
time.

NOTE

An extract from Topographical, Statistical, and Historical
Gazetteer of Scotland showed that the Muirkirk Ironworks
were erected on or about 1787, and that in the year of the
publication (1841), there were four blast furnaces in opera-
tion at Muirkirk



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES 9

LOUDON McADAM
As is well known, John Loudon McAdam, inventor of that
system of roadmaking which bears his name, was a partner
with Lord Dundonald at the Tar Kilns near Springhill.

In 1817 the Iron Company, anxious to get rid of their works,
wrote to Loudon McAdam after he had left Muirkirk and gone
to Bristol to look after the roads in that district, to see if they
could effect a sale through him.

He replied advising the Company to hold on to their
Muirkirk works and coal fields, which were very good sub-
jects, and he was sure that in a short time things would take a
turn for the better. This letter was dated 26th February, 1817,
when bad trade followed after Waterloo in 1815.

The Iron Company appears to have taken his advice and
carried on, as shortly after this they borrowed money and
sank the Wellwood Pit.

I will finish by reading to you the letter referred to, which
I am sure you will consider well worth preserving, as it shows
that Mr McAdam was a man of culture and ability. He de-
clined a knighthood in 1827, but accepted £10,000 from the
Government for many services rendered. He died in 1836, at
the age of 80.

LOCAL STATISTICS (1926)

Births—87. The lowest number since registration began. The
previous lowest was 90, in 1922. The highest record
was 267, in 1879.

Marriages—28. Normal year.

Deaths—31. Lowest recorded since records began. The pre-
vious lowest was 35, in 1923. The highest number reg-
istered was 156, in 1877.

THE ROYAL GEORGE

From the "Bulletin™ of 7th February—"A small farm
steading near Muirkirk bears the peculiar name of Royal
George, a cognomen more suggestive of a public house than
a farm. It takes its name, however, from a near-by coal pit,
which more than a century ago was sunk to a depth of 100
fathoms only to be drowned by an inflow of water too great
to be coped with by any pumps at that time available. As this
happened shortly after the loss of the 'Royal George' in Port-
smouth Harbour, with brave Kempenfelt on board, the aban-
doned shaft was called after the ill-fated vessel, and from it
the name was transferred to the farm built there in later years."
While the foregoing appears to be no news to a few in the
Parish, it will be information to the large majority. The pit
shaft, which is only a few yards from the house, was within
living memory a gaping void, but is now levelled over, though
owing to the experience of a cow there some years ago, its
safety is not trusted. According to school history books the
"Royal George" sank in Portsmouth Harbour in the year 1782.

WIT AND HUMOUR
A Jew and a Scot were playing a match at golf for a small
money wager. They were both round in 65. The Jew then
took a paralytic stroke, and the Scot made him count it.

SEEN AND HEARD
Miss Murray of Crossflatt and Carskeoch has purchased
the Farms of Priesthill, Dipple, Blackside, and Linburn; and
Mr Woodburn of Hurlford the farm of Netherwood, from Mrs
Broun Lindsay.

In March the Pavilion re-opened under new management—
Mr Harry Caldwell.

Mr Hugh Bell (under-manager at Kames) was appointed
Manager at Grasshill Colliery in succession to Mr Trewsdale.

Muirkirk native, Mr John Maxwell appointed Chief Con-
stable of the City of Manchester.

A case of anthrax was reported at Greenside Farm.

The forge chimney stack at the Ironworks was felled to the
ground on Thursday last (31st March).

The public house licence for the Central Bar held by Mr
James Dunbar has been transferred to his son, John.

The work of laying an electric cable from Kames Pit to
Cronberry Moor was started in May.

Police Sergreant Alex. Thain replaced Sgt. Forbes at
Muirkirk Police Station.

Short time working was being experienced in the local pits.

A set of swings were erected at Carruthers Park in June,
and proved very popular.

George Bain's Store at Glenbuck was seriously damaged
by fire.

Contracts were granted for the remodelling and extension
to Furnace Road School.

Mr James Kirkwood appointed Headmaster at Glenbuck
in place of Mr Rodger (now retired).

Mr Archibald Hodge appointed caretaker of Temperance
Hall in place of Mr John Ferguson.

Railway Cottage built at Smallburn. Council houses being
erected at Wellwood Avenue. Work was commenced on the
new office of the Co-operative at the foot of Glasgow Road.
Also work on the extension to the Furnace road school was
commenced.

A start has been made to remove the mountain—otherwise
the Company's Knowe. Hill and dale is evidently not an ideal
setting for a children's playground.

Mr Robert Stevenson, Kinross, appointed Manager at
Muirkirk Gas Works.

FOOTBALL (Season 1926-27)

Very little happened on the football scene locally, with per-
haps the non-appearance of Glenbuck Cherrypickers being
the main talking point, although rumours had it that the Cher-
ries would be re-appearing next season.

The local Athletic had a rather dismal season, and their
only chance of silverware came in the final of the Cumnock
Cup, which had been held over from the previous season.
They lost 3—0 to Cumnock. The Athletic team was:—Taylor;
Hamilton, Thomas; Tait, Williamson, Smith; Miller, Aaron,
Reid, Findlay, Beck.
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HYDRANT TEST AND DISPLAY

Now that the new water pipes have been laid, the Parish
Council are endeavouring to fix the nucleus of a fire brigade
for Muirkirk, and several lines of hose pipes together with
other requisite apparatus have now been obtained. The engi-
neer responsible for the laying of the pipes arranged for the
purchase of these requisites, and he paid a visit to Muirkirk in
May, when, along with several members of the Parish Coun-
cil, he gave a demonstration of the working of the apparatus.
The only unsatisfactory feature was that the water pressure
was poor at Furnace Road and Smallburn, and it will be a
question for the Parish Council to decide whether or not a
larger pipe is to be laid to these districts.

FIRE

Shortly after six o'clock on Friday evening (29th April)
smoke was observed coming from a wooden shed situated
behind Kirkgreen Branch of the Co-operative Society, and
used by them for the storage of general goods. The alarm was
at once raised and when the door of the shed was opened it
was found that the inside was in flames. The walls of the
erection were composed of wooden sleepers, with a slate roof,
and in a few minutes the whole structure was a flaming mass.
Fire extinguishers were used to no avail, and, a goodly sup-
ply of water was obtained from the hydrant, in about an hour
nothing but parts of the sleepers of the structure sides were
left. The damage, which is estimated about £150, is covered
by insurance. Considerably anxiety was experienced in con-
nection with the neighbouring property, and the helpers had
a busy time confining the fire to the seat of its origin. By
seven o'clock the conflagration was spent, and it is fortunate
indeed that the fire took place when there were helpers prac-
tically on the spot. Both the Store hose and the town's new
hose were out, but the latter was not long enough to reach the
scene. So ended the first lesson!

THE TWELFTH

The grouse shooting season opened on Friday last, and the
district moors came in for their share of attention. Birds proved
to be plentiful and fine bags were secured. The Marquis of
Bute and party of eight guns, including Lord Crichton Stuart,
Lord Dumfries, and the Earl of Stair, shooting over Well-
wood Moors on Friday, killed 468 brace of grouse, as well
as sundries—a very creditable bag indeed. On Saturday, over
the Kyle, the same party secured 217 brace, and on Monday
(over Dalblair) they had 268%2 brace, while between 200 and
300 brace were secured over Wellwood on Tuesday.

THE SMIDDY

The old smiddy building at the foot of Glasgow Road, as
in all villages the local House of Parliament at one time, and
which has been in disuse for a number of years, is now a
thing of the past. In the space of a day or so it has been re-
duced to a hapless pile. to make way for a more modern edi-
fice for the Co-operative Society. It should certainly improve
the look of the corner. It would be interesting to speculate
how many jackets the end of the smiddy has worn through,
and also where, oh where, habitues will find a shelter from
the stormy blasts from the west.

GOLF CLUB OFFICIALS, 1927

Hon. President ........ccccoeviineiennciine. Mr Dugald Baird
President ..., Dr Hutchison
Vice-President ........cccoeeveeeeiieinennn, Mr F. J. Gordon, M.A.
SECretary ..oovvvvvveneeesesenan Mr James Pringle, Irondale
TTRASUIEN oo e ettt Mr Tom Graham

THE FIRST ELECTRIC LIGHTS?

The recent installation of an electric lamp at the Water of
Ayr Bridge in Furnace Road is proving a great boon to pe-
destrians to and from the Southside. Another lamp is being
installed at the Ironworks Store. The installation is greatly
appreciated, and is a much needed improvement.

COMMERCIAL CHANGES

Mr and Mrs William C. Weir succeeded Mrs Smith at the
Masons Arms Hotel.

John Armstrong started a Painting and Decorating busi-
ness at Furnace Road.

James M. Law intimated he was taking over the Butchers
Shop in Main Street, lately occupied by Mr William Mochrie.

Mr William Hamilton opened the shop in Main Street lately
occupied by Miss Mitchell (near Old Post Office) as a Gen-
eral Drapery Establishment.

MUIRKIRK BOWLING CLUB
On 4th May at the formal opening for the season of Muirkirk
Bowling Club, a President's Board was presented to the Club
by Mr John Young, J.P., to mark the Jubilee of the Club which
was being celebrated that same day. The names inscribed on
the Board were:—

1874—John Angus, J.P.
1875—John Angus, J.P.
1876—John Angus, J.P.
1877—Dr Robert Stevenson
1878—Alexander Stewart, J.P.
1879—Alex. Donald, F.E.l.S.
1880—Hugh Smith
1881—Hugh Millar
1882—John Angus, J.P.
1883—Arthur Money
1884—George Crawford
1885—Dr James Ritchie
1886—John McDonald
1887—Thomas McC. McMinn
1888—Dr David Carruthers
1889—William McCulloch
1890—Dr Andrew B. Fulton
1891—Andrew Richmond
1892—William C. Mackie
1893—John Maider
1894—Charles P. Bell
1895—1John Gilchrist
1896—Charles Howatson, J.P.
1897—William Hogg
1898—William Anderson
1899—Rich. Cunningham
1900—Rev. Rbt. Montgomery

1901—Thomas Jackson, J.P.
1902—William Murdoch
1903—Andrew Pringle
1904—Thomas W. Buchanan
1905—James Hamilton
1906—John Colthart
1907—Dr Thomas Marshall
1908—David B. Greenwood
1909—1John D. Dunbar
1910—Peter Fettes
1911—Thomas Hazle
1912—Hugh Bell
1913—John Gray
1914—Robert Young
1915—William Patrick
1916—Thomas Buchanan
1917—William Logie
1918—Robert Barrie
1919—William Gilfillan
1920—James G. Torbett
1921—John Ramsay
1922—Dr David Barbour
1923—Dr John Cameron
1924—George W. Millar
1925—Peter Steel
1926—Dr T. P. Hutchison
1927—John Young, J.P.
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1927

BIRTHS

HAZLE.—At High Street, Glenbuck on 30th October to Mr
and Mrs Alex. Hazle; a son.

MARRIAGES

WILLIAM LUCAS to JESSIE BRADFORD on 24th Decem-
ber, 1926.

ROBERT STEVEN to JEAN MATHIESON on 27th Janu-
ary.

ARCHIE MITCHELL to MARGARET MUIR on 4th Febru-
ary.

WILLIAM FUL:TON to AGNES RENNIE on 27th April.

RICHARD SYMINGTON to MARGARET STEELE on 3rd
June.

ERIC KNOTT to MARY GILCHRIST on 27th July.

JAMES YOUNG to IRENE SPENCER on 8th November.

DEATHS
MCcKINNON.—At Albert Place on 2nd February, Thomas
McKinnon, aged 1 year and 4 months.
KIRK.—At Glasgow on 14th February, Margaret Cumming.

WYLLIE.—At Torhill on 18th February, Harry Wyllie, aged
4 months.

WILSON.—At Woodlands, Wellwood Street, on 18th Feb-
ruary, Marion Wallace, aged 49 years.

McCLYMONT.—At Kirkburnhead on 4th March, John
McClymont, aged 82 years.

BONE.—At 4 White's Row, Glenbuck, on 7th March, David
Bone, aged 71 years.

BECK.—At 37 Kames Row on 21st March, David Beck, aged
9% months.

DEMPSTER.—ASt 48 New Terrace on 21st March, Margaret
Anderson, aged 31 years.

MCDONALD.—At 25 Springhill Terrace on 21st March,
James McDonald, aged 3 months.

PARK.—At Main Street on 26th March, Annie Blaikie, aged
79 years.

TAYLOR.—At 31 New Terrace on 24th March, Thomas
Taylor, aged 1 year and 9 months.

HARVEY.—At Mid Wellwood on 28th March, Jeanie
Morton, aged 88 years.

CAMPBELL.—At 12 Old Terrace on 12th April, Agnes
Samson, aged 24 years.

RODIE.—At 41 New Terrace on 2nd April, Elizabeth Rodie,
aged 79 years.

SANDERSON.—At Glasgow on 9th April, Robert Sander-
son, aged 54 years.

SHIELDS.—At Glengall on 5th May, Thomas Shields (of
Garronhill).

JOHNSTON.—At Station Cottages, Glenbuck on 30th May,
Agnes Johnston, aged 49 years.

JOHNSTON.—At Station Cottages, Glenbuck, on 5th June,
Jane McLeod, aged 76 years.

MARTIN.—At Drongan on 29th June, Marion Miller.

ROBB.—At Yorkhill on 24th June, Robert Robb, aged 10
months.

ROGERSON.—In Australia on 13th August, Elizabeth
Thomson (late of Midhouse).

LOGIE.—At Torhill on 21st August, Marjory Williamson,
aged 86 years.

BRADFORD.—At Glasgow on 29th September, David Brad-
ford, aged 41 years.

BAIN.—At Slack Row, Glenbuck, on 25th September, Jane
BOne, aged 68 years.

WILSON.—At Glasgow on 28th November, Thomas Wil-
son, aged 64 years (of Glasgow Road).

DUNCAN.—At Glasgow on 8th December, William Duncan,
aged 53 years (of Glasgow Road).

KERR.—At Holmhead, Muirkirk, on 18th December, John
Kerr, J.P., aged 70 years.

ANDERSON.—At Shotts on 24th December, John Ander-
son, aged 69 years.

HAZEL.—At Cumnock on on 23rd December, John Hazel,
aged 6% years

QUOTING

The game of quoits was very popular locally, and in
Muirkirk itself there were at least three rinks—Masons Arms,
Bankhead, and Southside. From the issue of 2nd June, we
guote:—

Select teams from Bankhead and Kames Row met on the
Southside on Thursday evening of last week in the first of
two home-and-home matches at fifteen yards. Good pitching
was witnessed, and there was a large spectorate. Interest was
whetted in view of the fact that a local League is about to be
started, and a critic informs us that both teams will have to
improve if they wish to have a say in the championship. Kames
Row won by 90 shots to 73, and the Bankhead stalwarts are
eagerly awaiting their revenge. The following are the names
of the players with their scores:—

KAMES ROW BANKHEAD
Barney Gibney Alex. Brown
John Flannagan 25 David Easton 20
John Findlay Hugh Wilson

Edward Thomas 25
William Morran
Frank McDonald 25
Hugh Campbell
Hugh Boland 15

Robert Murray 18

David Murray
William Gilchrist 10

Richard Menzies
Robert Easton 25

90 73
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
(1928)

NOTES ON
EXCAVATIONS OF PREHISTORIC
AND LATER SITES AT MUIRKIRK,

1913—1927

By ARCHIBALD FAIRBAIRN, F.S.A.Scot
Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

The district of Muirkirk, situated within the uplands of the
central division of Ayrshire and on the upper reaches of the
River Ayr, may, with the exception of the lower ground, be
described as chiefly moorland. It is surrounded on the north,
south, and east by hills, rising in the highest p[oint to an el-
evation of 1944 feet, and from those hills the smallest begin-
nings of the Ayr have their source. On the west the prospect is
wide open, acoss the whole width of the county, following
the river, to the sea. The hills and moorland slope gently down-
wards, meeting cultivation along the lower reaches of the
Greenock Water and the Garpel Water, tributaries of the River
Ayr. The hill-sides and mosses, now treeless and heather-clad,
show, in many peat exposures, evidence in root and branch of
the primeval forest, once the haunt of wild ox, wolf, and red
deer, as testified by finds of bone and horn.

In a district such as this, archaelogy is the more fascinat-
ing because of the change of natural features which has taken
place since prehistoric times. The site of the Bronze Age hut-
circle - a sheltered opening, we may suppose, in the forest - is
now exposed to the blast on a tree-less hill-slope, while the
burial cairn on the rising ground no longer overlooks the pri-
meval growth of birch, pine, oak, and alder trees which filled
the hollows below.

Among the casual finds of archaelogical relics in the dis-
trict mention may be made of the folowing: a bronze spear-
head (fig. 1), found in a drain on Whitehaugh Moss; a bronze
flanged axe (fig. 2), turned up by the plough at West Glenbuck;
and half of a stone axe - cutting end - found near Marchhouse;
the lower jaw of a wolf on Crossflatt; antlers of a red deer in
a drain on the farm of Kames; and the bones and horn-cores
of the British wild ox, found in the refuse heap of an ancient
British settlement in the district.

Previous to 1913 very little seems to have been attempted
in the district by way of archaelogical research. In that year,
however, the late Col. J. G. A. Baird, F.s.A.Scot., made a be-
ginning, and many ancient constructions were explored on
his Muirkirk estate. After his death the research was contin-
ued by his daughter, Mrs Broun Lindsay, F.S.A.Scot., the
author having taken part in all the work carried out.

PREHISTORIC SITES

In the autumn of 1913 the excavation of two hut-circles
was accomplished, and both are described in the Proceed-
ings, vol. xlviii. , p. 373. It will be recalled that No. 1 hut-
circle, marked No. 1 on the accompanyung map (fig. 3), is
situated ona heather-clad hill-slope, at an elevation of 900
feet above sea-level. The discovery of fragments of an orna-
mental beaker-like vessell (fig. 4) of the Bronz Age within
the interior was sufficiently important to confirm the view
that certain of the hut-circles darted to the Bronze Age in
Scotland. The interior of this structure was again carefully
explored in 1924, but, with the exception of minor fragments
of the same vessel, no other relics were discovered.

It will also be recalled that No. 2 hut-circle (No. 2) is at the

lower elevation of 700 feet, on the margin of the same hill-
slope. The relics found among the debris under the turf con-
sisted of coarse, glazed pottery, two rough pieces of flint, and
some charcoal. In the centre of the interior a circular pit, 4
feet in diameter and 5 feet deep, was discovered. In had been
filled in with cairn-sized stones. At the bottom the complete
fragments of a decorated beaker-like vessel of the Bronze Age
were discovered (fig. 5) along with many fragments of
carbonised oak. The glazed pottery, as will be seen, belonged
to a late occupation of the site.

It was decided in 1924 to re-excavate, at a lower level, the
interior of this hut-circle, and to this end the upper level -
chiefly rough cobble-stones over which the mediaeval
potshreds were found - was taken up and the debris cleared
out. It was then discovered that the prehistoric floor lay be-
neath, consisting of clay and gravel firmly compacted and
strewn with charcoal. This floor was taken up and carefully
passed through the riddle, when fragments of five different
vessels, ornamented and plain (fig. 6), apparently of the early
Bronze Age, were recovered. Moreover, 12 feet west from
the centre and 6 feet inwards from the wall, a hearth of flat
stones, without a kerb, was discovered, over which still lay a
thick layer of black and red charred material. At 11 feet south-
east from the centre and 3 feet from the wall a cooking-hole
was discovered full to the brim of very fine dark-coloured
charcoal of wood, plentifully intermixed with small fragments
of burnt bone. The cooking-hole measured 22 inches wide
and 12 inches deep, and was simply a hole in the ground.

The re-excavation of this hut-circle has brought to light a
well-appointed Bronze Age dwelling with examples of the
domestic pottery then in use, and it may assist in solving the
enigma of the central pit and beaker-like vessel found in 1913.

The large area to be roofed over - a diameter of from 34 to
38 feet - would necessitate a central roof-tree of stout propor-
tions, and from the fragments of oak found in the bottom of
the pit it is reasonable to assume that the roof-tree was of oak.
The mass of cairn-sized stones which filled the pit would be
sufficiently weighty to hold a pole in position. The urn found
at the bottom may have been placed there in keeping with
some ceremonial. The writer, who discovered and removed
the fragments, found them close together, suggesting that the
vessel had been placed there in a whole state.

While it is intended to notice the prehistoric excavations
first, it may be of interest to mention here a discovery of a
mediaeval nature made while re-excavating this hut-circle.

In testing the ground for a probable refuse heap, traces of
charcoal were encountered at a depth of 2 feet and at a dis-
tance of 15 feet north-west of the hut-circle wall. This was
followed up, and it lead to the entrance of a squarely-built
structure, with an opening 2 feet in height and 2 feet 4 inches
wide. A massive lintel-stone, 4 feet in length, bridged the en-
trance, which was at a depth of 4 feet below the present ground
surface. By inserting a rod into the opening it was found to
extend 10 feet forward, and at this distance a pit was dug,
which finally disclosed a stone-lined kiln (fig 7) similar in
construction to that described in the Proceedings, vol. xlviii.
p. 378. The kiln and the flue are paved with superior flag-
stones. There is a projecting stone step half-way down the
kiln, for the convenience evidently of an attendant getting in
and out. The outer end of the flue was found to contain a
mass of red, burnt ashes, the remains of the last fire when the
structure was in use. What was that use? It is not suggested
that this is drying kiln, for such it undoubtedly was, had been
associated with the life of the adjoining hut-circle. It is more
likely to have been built out of the remains of that structure,
the site chosen because of the building material at hand.

A late meadiaeval homestead has been discovered and ex



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES 95

cavated only a short distance to the south-est, and the fur-
rows of very early ploughing are still visible on the heather-
covered land close by. It is possible that the kiln was used for
drying grain in the straw. It is probabl;e also that the cobbled
hut-circle floor found in 1913, on which the green, glazed,
mediaeval potshreds were discovered, was the floor of a barn
for the stoarge of grain in connection with the kiln. On disuse
the kiln had been filled in and the whole construction com-
pletely covered over.

The next hut-circle (No. 3) is situated a short distance east
from No. 2, and is described by the writer in the Proceedings,
vol. liv. p. 210. Within this hut-circle fragments of two differ-
ently ornamented domestic Bronze Age vessels and one large
flake of flint were discovered. One of the vessels was deco-
rated by pinching the moist clay between the nails of the thumb
and forefinger, and the other by impressing horizontal, verti-
cal, and zigzag lines with a toothed stamp.

It was noted that there was a circular fire-marked area on
the clay floor of this hut circle. On the same floor level a well-
constructed hearth of flat stones was left intact in 1919. This
was taken up in 1924, and underneath was discovered a cook-
ing-hole similar in size to that found in No. 2 hut-circle. It was
brimful of very black charcoal, intermixed with a fair sprin-
kling of burnt bone.

From 50 to 80 yards to the south there are two circular
formations of stones slightly below ground-level. In both flint
chips have been plentifully found, but, so far as the excava-
tions have gone, neither pottery nor other relics have been dis-
covered.

It is noteworthy, in connection with the above hut-corcles,
that no small cairns nor tumuli have been discovered in their
neighbourhood.

The first cremation burial cairn excavated was that on
Weyherhill, 1128 feet above sea level, which was described in
the Proceedings, vol. li. p. 24.

This round cairn of the Bronze Age (No. 4) lies on the sum-
mit of a green knoell and is surrounded on all sides by peat
moss. It was formed over an outcrop of dolerite rock, on which
the body had previously been burned. The excavation of the
cairn yielded a food vessel (fig. 8) and a cinerary urn (fig 9),
and contained a separate cremation deposit without an urn.
Fragments of carbonised wood, scattered over the fire-scorched
rock beneath the cairn, proved, under expert examination, to
be birch and oak, and in keeping with abundant evidence of
root and branch exposed in the surrounding peat.

The excavations of the next five cairn sites were described
by the writer in Proceedings, vol. lvi. p. 126. Only the first
cairn (No. 5) was intact, the others being mere ruins. The com-
plete cairn lies low on the southern skirts of Middlefield Law
atan elevation of 1050 feet. The structure had been formed on
the clay, and peat had, in the course of ages, crept over it to a
height of 3 feet 10 inches. Nothing was found within the cairn;
but under it a complete circular trench was discovered, con-
taining a cremation burial, along with a great quantity of char-
coal of wood in unusually large fragments. Two worked knives,
one of flint and the other of chert, were recovered from the
deposit. It was seen from the scorched and red burnt earth that
the cremation had taken place on the circular p[latform within,
and surrounded by, the trench, over which the cairn had fi-
nally been raised.

Regarding the four ruined cairns, one (No. 6) is situated a
short didtance west of Linburn Farm and to the south of the
last cairn. The site occupies the highest point of the risin g
ground, and is 850 feet above sea-level. Only the circular base
survived, in the centre of which, below the debris, there was a
well-preserved cist without cover-stones. On being cleared out
and minutely examined, a sprinkling of charcoal of oak and

one fragment of thick hand-made pottery referable to the
Bronze Age was recovered from the cist.

The next cairn (No. 7) is on an eminence 830 feet above
sea-level, on the edge of the moor overlooking the Ayr valley,
and near the east bank of the Shiel; burn. At a depth of 2 feet,
in forced soil, beneath the cairn there was a thicj layer of yel-
low clay. Immediately below this clay there was a concen-
trated deposit of charcoal of oak intermixed with dark grey
mould containing a sprinkling of bone in fine particles. There
wasdno evidence of a cist and no relics of any kind were recov-
ered.

The remains of the third structure (No. 8) are near the south-
east margins of Ayrs Moss, and a short way east of the monu-
ment to Richard Cameron, the Covenanter, and the resolute
men who died with him there in defence of religious freedom.
The central area of this construction was explored to a depth
of 3 feet. At this depth much charcoal in small fragments was
met with, intermixed with very dark soil. One unworked flake
of flint was discovered, but no direct evidence od sepulchral
rites was forthcoming.

Without this, or any evidenceof fire, it is difficult to ac-
count for the presence of charcoal - chiefly of oak - in small
cairns.

The last ruined cairn (No. 9) occupies very exactly the high-
est point of a wooded ridge called Rineknowe, 700 feet in
height, near Wellwood. The west side of the cairn is slightly
concave in form, with well-defined corners. The south-west
extremity has still its corner-stone - a large boulder - in posi-
tion. In excavating the cairn, the interior, consisting of earth
and stones, was put over the margin. On the ground level sev-
eral heavy flat stones set on edge and in a position east and
west ere discovereed, suggesting the ruined remains of a cist.
The soil in their vicinity was passed through the riddle, when
five fragments of a Bronze Age urn were recovered. The larg-
est fragment, part of the rim, has four transverse lines of deco-
ration.

The next excavation site, that of a partially demolished cairn
(No. 10), is only a short distance north-west from the last and
slightly to the east of Marchhouse. This was described in the
Proceedings, vol. lviii. p. 333. Acinerary urn of large size (fig
10), ornamented, and with broad overhanging rim, was dis-
covered in 2 feet of sand, in the bank of the newly widened
roadway. This vessel was inverted over a large deposit of in-
cinerated human remains. On the ground, mouth upwards, and
within the urn, was an incense cup (fig. 11), with eighteen
perforations round thw widest part. It was full of burnt mate-
rial in the form of fine black ash, similar to that found in the
cooking-holes of the hut-circles. Inserted with one end in the
ashes of the incense cup, and in a vertical position, was a
pointed and piolished bone pin (fig. 12), 7 3/8th inches in
length, and, also within the incense cup, a bronze awl (fig.
12), pointed at one end and flattened at the other, and an
unworked fragment of green chert. The exhaustive explora-
tion of the site extended extended to the adjoining field, and
disclosed, at a depth of 2 feet, under the ploughing, the north-
ern half of a cairn base, giving a diameter of 47 feet, the urn
burial occupying the centre underneath the cairn. The south-
ern half of the base had been demolished by the construction
of the original roadway. At 10 feet north-east of the burial,
under the heavioest stones of the burial, a shallow pit in the
sand contained a large deposit of charcoal wood and fragments
of incinerated bone, the residue probably of the funeral pyre.

It is of interest to note that the stone axe referred to as one
of the casual finds was discovered many years ago in the op-
posite bank of the roadway and within a few yards of where
the southern margin of the cairn would originally extend to.
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The next cairn (No. 11) was excavated in the autumn of
1925, and has not hitherto been described; it is situated on the
farm of Netherwood, at the west end of what is locally known
as the Blood Moss, at 950 feet elevation and on the margin of
the steep slope which runs down to the Polkebuck Burn, 100
yards to the west.

After removing the peat, which enveloped the structure, a
round cairn, 28 feet in diameter, was disclosed, the lower stones
resting on the clay. A large flagstone, suggesting the cover of
a cist, was found displaced near the surface of the peat, and
disturbance long ago was suspected - a surmise which proved
correct. The cairn was excavated from the centre outwards,
and a short cist without a cover was disclosed, formed of flag-
stones set on edge. The cist lies north-east and south-west and
slightly to the west of the centre of the cairn, and measures
inside 36 inches in length, 22 inches in width, and is 23 inches
deep. One end and one side are formed by single flagstones
27 inches and 32 inches in length respectively. The cist con-
tained dark-coloured soil - chiefly peat. No relics of any kind
were discovered.

The summit of Wardlaw, 1630 feet high, commands, as the
name suggests, a vast outlook, embracing the whole valley of
the Ayr from its source to the sea, ben Lomond to the north,
and the hills of Galloway to the south.

The base of a round cairn (No. 12, 30 feet in diamter, occu-
pies exactly the highest point, over which beacons have been
lit possibly for centuries. Although the cairn had been much
disturbed by visitors to the hill-top, it was decided to explore
the base, and more particularly the ground underneath. The
excavation was carried out in the usual way, but it was soon
realised that nothing perishable by heat could survive. The
ground below the cairn was trenched over to no purpose, but
under a marginal boulder, outwith the fire-marked area, a
massive late-Celtic finger-ring of bronze (fig. 13), 1 15/16-
inch and 1 3/16-inch diameter, was discovered. No other relic
was disdcovered throughout the excavation, and the cairn was
restored.

At the junction of the Hole Burn with the River Ayr there is
a high promontory, locally known as Castlehill (No. 13); the
name, however, has no reference to any stone-and-lime build-
ing. The approach to the site from the north, along a high and
narrow ridge, has the Hole Burn on the right and the Ayr on
the left. Immediately in front, on the promontory, there is a
steep mound resembling a mote hill and measuring 68 feet
from base to summit, which is artificially flat, circular, and 46
feet in diameter. Immediately in front there is a lesser mound,
and at its base beyond there is a square enclosure, 66 feet by
66 feet, and strongly protected on the west side by a parapet
of earth boulders. On the opposite side this bank has long dis-
appeared, probably by a landslide, where there is an almost
perpendicular drop into the River Ayr below,

This structure is probably the bailey or outer court of an
ancient mote. It has been proved that the flat summit of the
larger mound has very dark soil of occupation and a clay floor
at a depth of nearly 2 feet. Part of the west margin of the sum-
mit has been carried away by a landslide in to the Hole Burn,
exposing a continuation of the parapet from the bailey as well
as a refuse heap beyond the wall. From this exposure the writer
has, from time to time, collected from a mass of red burnt ash,
charcoal and pieces of slag, bones, teeth, and horn-cores of
the Brirish wild ox, and other relics. Only a preliminary exca-
vation has been made.

The last of the early sites to be noticed is the one near
Blackside, Muirkirk (No. 14), which was described in the Pro-
ceedings, vol. Ix. p. 262.

Further than mentioning the excavation in the present sum-
mary there is little more to add. The site, before excavation,

closely resembled other constructions in the district associ-
ated doubtless, in later times, with agricultural, notably sheep-
farming, pursuits. It was revealed from the relics recovered
that the site had been occupied and used from Bronze Age to
mediaeval times. Fragments of a course, undecorated Bronze
Age vessel, pot-boilers, a hammer-stone, a knife and three
scrapers of flint, a pointed knife of a grey stone and a scraper
of chert, which were found were referable to the earliest occu-
pation; a jet armlet and saddle-quern indicated an early Iron
Age occupation; glazed potshreds pointed to very mediaeval
times; and finally, a brass shoe-buckle and silver button sug-
gested an eighteenth-century occupation.

LATER SITES

We now approach examples of the later sites, and a suffi-
cient number will be chosen, and very briefly described, to
illustrate the diversity of form and simplicity of structure of
those small and early pastoral dwellings. Without exception,
all of them seem to have passed out of local history, and tradi-
tion even is silent.

These sites are now unknown by name, and are so worn
away by time and weather that only the faintest trace of them
is visible above ground. In their construction lime has in no
case been used, and where built of stone, the interstices of the
remaining foundations have been packed with clay. Where the
walls have been of turf - as in most cases - the divots have
been laid, for most parts, on a foundation of rough, unhewn
boulders without tool marks.

A short distance east of the Martyrs” Monument at Ayrs
Moss and slightly east of the excavation already referred to
there, on a low hillock of dry ground, three boulders, appear-
ing through the bent and heather, suggested from their posi-
tion the segment of a circle. The turf was stripped off and the
floor of a circular hut (No. 15) was laid bare, measuring 14
feet in diameter. The hearth was on the floor slightly south of
the centre, the red, burnt embers of the last fire heaped over it.
Two kinds of pottery were found on the site, one fairly thick,
buff-coloured, and wheel-turned, with a very thin and orn tinge
of green glaze; and the other, light red, thin, and unglazed.
Only a few small shards were found, and they appear to be-
long to the fifteenth or early sixteenth century. Fragments of
chert, several unworked flakes of flint, and one small nodule
of “keel,” showing several faces of wear, were also recovered.

At the junction of the Greenock Water with the Ayr, high
up on the margin of the “scaur” overlooking the river and on
the northern edge of Ayrs Moss, there are very compact foun-
dation walls (NO. 16), 35 feet in length and 3 feet in thickness
and still below ground level. The writer discovered them by
kicking away the moss-grown peat to ascertain if such a
magnificient outlook ever sustained the site of an outpost. The
laying bare of the walls and the interior was carried out in
keeping with this idea by an enthusiastic platoon of local vol-
unteers on the outward limit of a route march, and to test the
efficiency of their entrenching tools. The exploration, for lack
of time, was confined to the limits of the structure, thus reduc-
ing the chances of finding relics, usually more prolific outside
and within the range of the doorway. Within the east interior
of the walls a large circular stone hearth was discovered on
the floor, over which was the accumulation of the last peat fire
in red, burnt ash. The back or north wall must have disap-
peared ages ago over the scaur, which is now grown green. No
relics were discovered, and the mystery of this site, in such a
peculiar situation, remains unsolved.

Approaching the neighbourhood of the hut-circles (No,.
17) there is a group of three hut-remains on the left bank of
the Shiel Burn, a tributary of the March Burn. The walls -
formed of earth - are so worn by the process of time as to be
hardly discernable. The first has a length of 51 feet, formed by
two low walls, 9 feet apart, and meeting with a curve at
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either end. There is a narrow opening, 9 feet from the south
ens, in front of which a section of turf was taken up, and un-
derneath there was a heavy deposit of charcoal of wood and
peat ash which had, in keeping with ancient custom, been
thrown out of the doorway.

The second - of similar form - a few feet away, is 15 feet in
length and 7 feet wide, with no definite entrance. The third,
which lies several feet to the north, has a circular wall, 12 feet
in diameter, faintly showing above ground. The interior was
carefully explored, when a hearth, with red-coloured ash over
it, was discoverd on the floor of clay to the east of the centre.

On the opposite bank there is a hut-foundation (No. 18),
the earth and stone walls of which are formed by a parallel
cutting into the sloping bank. The length is 17 feet and the
width 8 feet. The interuior was clearec out, when a constructed
fireplace, 16 inches wide and 36 inces in length, was found
full of ashes in the south end of the structure.

Continuing a short distance further up the burn on the same
bank and in a sheltered position there is another small oblong
dwelling or sheiling (No. 19), which probably gives the burn
its name. Before excavation the remains appeared so slightly
above ground as to be almost invisible, except to the most
observant eye. The interior length is 15 feet 9 inches and the
width 8 feet. The interior was carefully cleared out, and, at a
depth of about 15 inches, the hearth, with red, burnt ash, still
covering it, was discoverd on the rudely paved floor. The walls
had been formed of turf and clay with an occasional boulder
in the foundations. In order to ascertain the probable time of
occupation it was desirable to find examples of the pottery
which the occupants had in use, and to this end the turf was
removed over a section of gren ground in fron of a narrow
opening in the south wall. It was been found that while the
heather may grow, as it usually does, over the walls of ancient
sites, it rarely grows over the refuse heaps of spent ash in front
of doorways.

In trenching this section carefully over, a goodly number
of pot-shreds were recovered with parts of rims representing
eight differnt vessels of thin build, wheel-turned, and with a
faint and worn tinge, for most part of green glaze, which might
date from the end of the fifteenth to the early seventeenth cen-
tury. With the pottery several flakes of flint and chert were
picked up.

Further to the east and only a short distance south-west of
No. 2 hut-circle, on the left bank of the Aikler Burn - the burn
of oaks, which have now vanished - the foundation walls of a
mediaeval home-stead of a later date (Mo,. 20) have been
brought to light. On being cleared of turf and debris it was
found that the dwelling had a total length of 33 feet and a
width of 12 feet, with foundation walls built of hill stones and
clay, varying in width from 25 inches to 36 inches. The hearth,
4 feet in diameter and without a kerb, was on the flagstones of
the floor of the larger compartment of the two into which the
house had been divided. A great number of potsherds were
recovered from under the turf beyond the walls, and all of
them were of a thicker and more robust nature than those at
the Shiel Burn. Almost all the fragments had a superior green
glaze with occasional examples of black, brown, and pale yel-
low. Several shards were of buff-coloured clay, soft in texture,
and covered with a very thin white slip, easily flaked off, and
certainly representing not more than one dish.

The inhabitants of this dwelling would in all probability
use the drying kiln mentioned in connection with No. 2 hut-
circle, and the almost entire absence of white or slip pottery
may afford a cue as to the time when the kiln was in use.

Some distance to the east, on the west tributary of the
Slackshaw Burn, and on a dry ridge of ground in the centre of
the moor, at an elevation of 1000 feet, there is a group of eleven

hut-foundations (no. 21) of peculiar character.

This little hamlet, possibly a group of summer shielings
for the summer herding of grazing stock, has no local name
and no place in local tradition, and has only recently been
discovered. Its remote situation, away from any track or road,
and the nature of the ground precludes the idea of any inter-
ference, such as the removal of the foundation walls. The in-
dividual members of this groupo of ancient dwellings are so
much alike in measurement that thay may reasonably be de-
scribed as a whole. Their interior length varies from 15 feet to
23 feet, and their interior breadth from 8 feet to 10 feet, and
all are without divisional walls or compartments. It is pos-
sible, however, that wickerwork and clay, or wattle and daub,
may have been used for partitions. Two of the structures are
oval on plan, and have earthen wallls, while the remainder
have had turf and clay walls built on stone foundations, which
vaty from 2 feet to 3 fwwt in width.

The stone foundations - now exposed - exhibit a decided
line of advancement in early hut-building. The oldest, evidently,
are those of oval formation, an improvement on the more an-
cient circular hut. The next developments exhibits foundations
of rough hill stones laid down in straight walls and semi-cir-
cular ends. There are others with straight walls and large boul-
der stones in each well-rounded corner; and the latest, and last
occupied evidently, has straight walls and square corners.

The pottery recovered from this group has been found at a
depth of fully 12 inches under the turf, among the deposits of
peat ash and charcoal which had been thrown out of the door-
ways. The potsherds vary; most, but not all, have a thin, green
glaze, the clay is soft in texture and red in colour, and all the
vessels are wheel-turned. They may date from the late fifteenth
to the early seventeenth century.

From the excavations carried out, ten of the hut-remains
are proved to have been inhabited. In the exploration confined
to the interior of one with semi-circular ends, nine flakes of
flint were recovered and only one shard of pottery. Through-
out, neither glass, wood, nor metal have yet been discovered.

The last example to be given of an oblong hut (NO. 22) in
this neighbourhood is situated on a dry ridge. a short distance
south of the Sanquhar Road Bridge over the Garpel. Its inte-
rior measurement, 20% feet in length and 7% feet in breadth,
is in keeping with the others. Otherwise it shows more above
ground, the remaining walls are of superior build, and it is
probably of a later date. The hearth, without a kerb, was found
on the paved floor at one end.

The entrance, 2 feet wide, faced the north, and on removal
of a wide section of turf in front the usual accumulation of ash
and embers was met with. From this, potsherds of four differ-
ent vessels were recovered, probably of sixteenth century ori-
gin. The metal foot of what might have been an aquamanile, a
piece of red keel with rubbed facets, and several unworked
flakes of flint were included amongst the finds.

The next example of primitive construction, probably of a
more pastoral nature, is situated on the lower margin of the
hill-slope, a short distance north-east of the farm of Netherwoo,
in the Greenock Water district. Here we have two circular en-
closures (No. 23) formed by strong earthen banks, flanked on
the south by a long deep, and narrow syone-lined pen, open-
ing into one of the enclosures. Adjacent to the west bank there
is a long and wider pen, paved with flagstones. On the east
side there is another narrow pen excavated out of the ground
for n;ost part, and joining at the lower end with the one on the
south.

(Continued in Chapter Twenty Two, Page 101)
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From 18th October, Issue:—
EDITORIAL

Hitherto the activities of the "Advertiser" have
been confined to its own home parish, but to-day
its sphere of usefulness and influence is extended
: the addition to the title explains itself (“The
Muirkirk Advertiser and Douglasdale Gazette”).

It is a truism that there is no standing still—that
there is always a movement forward or backward,
consciously or unconsciously, and the natural in-
centive is to advance. What more opportune time
for adopting the forward movement for the "Ad-
vertiser” than when the sheet has just attained its
majority? Twenty-one years ago (in September,
1907, to be exact) the first copy of the “Adver-
tiser” was issued in fear and trembling, but stage
fright has long since passed off, thanks to the very
kindly way in which the local public have all along
received the sheet. That it has come to be eagerly
looked forward to weekly by the residents of
Muirkirk parish as a whole, and many abroad, goes
without saying, and that it will take such a place
in the hearts and homes of the good folks of Doug-
las and district is our hope and aim

VITAL STATISTICS (1927)

Births—91. Amongst the lowest numbers since registra-
tion began. The lowest number was 87 in 1926. The
highest number was 267 in 1879.

Marriages—29. Normal Year.

Deaths—40. Normal year. Only four deaths occurred in
the last quarter, while there were none in the month of
October. The lowest number ever recorded was 31 in
1926. The highest number registered was 156 in 1877

RETIRAL

Mr Thomas Floyd, our local poet, retired in April, after 56
years' service on the railway, forty-eight of which he had been
on the footplate. Tom has some record. In all that time he was
never late for duty, never had a mishap, and never was in a
fault—this latter means of course he was never found out. All
men commit misdemeanours, but only some are found out.
Very good, Tom.

Yesterday the writer ran across Tom, figuratively speaking
of course, and he says he is enjoying himself immensely. Dur-
ing our crack he said he never tasted tobacco, and never was
intoxicated. What joys he must have missed! Of course prices
are a bit prohibitive. And mind you, he says he feels no itchi-
ness about his shoulders, as if wings were beginning to sprout.

In his odd time he has been going in for some statistics.
For instance, he says he has travelled forty thousand miles to
and from work, and he had taken with him 2,500 gallons of
tea. And presumably he swallowed it, too! Tom didn't let on
how many tons of bread he had eaten, or how many bullocks
he had worried, or how many miles of poetry he had made.
Anyway, he'll have plenty of time to look after his flowers,
and to make poetry now, and all will wish him many happy
years in retirement. he is still hale and hearty.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

The derelict shop of Alex. Vallance in Main Street, the scene
of a recent fire, has been acquired by the District Council and
made into a storeroom and fire station.

The Gala Bus Co. started a passenger service to Kilmarnock
in March.

Mr Thomas Wharrie was appointed foreman baker at the
Co-operative Society in place of Mr Thomas McLeod.

At Cumnock, Mr John Hazle's wire-haired fox terrier,
“Hareshaw Herbert,” won four first and four special prizes.

Coal-cutting machines were introduced at Kames Pit in
April, as well as a new dross washer.

Work started on the new reservoir at Auldhouseburn.

Work started with the renovation and extension of Furnace
Road School, and part of the Company's Knowe was being
removed to make way for the children's playground.

Work started on dismantling Wellwood House in April.

Work was commenced with the new housing scheme at the
top of Glasgow Road (Middlefield Drive).

Rev. W. Jenkins left Muirkirk E.U. Church to take up a
similar position in Wigton.

Two blocks of Council houses are to be erected at Glen-

buck.

John Kilpatrick, Muirkirk, won the Scottish Singles Quoiting
Championship at Paisley.

The Main Street premises of the Co-operative were electri-
cally lit for the first time on 19th October.

Mr John Wilson granted permission for an extension to the
Empire Bar, including a hall which will seat about 40 persons.

ELECTION RESULTS

County Council (1 Seat)
Colthart, JONN .......oocveeiiiiec e 864
Henderson, JOhn ......c..cccevveviiriciicenene. 605
Parish Council
Village Ward (4 Seats)

Henderson, JOhn ........ccccevviiiiiiiicceccicciee, 451
Steven, RODErt .......ccoovviiiciciccee e 440
Colthart, JONN .......oocveeiiiieci e 433
Williamson, JAMES ......cccccvevvevieiiecreccieeneen 386
McLeod, John ......ccccevviiiiiiiiece 316
Pringle, ANdrew ........cccoovvvneneincniennn. 311
Gibson, Charles........cccooevvivievciiiee, 286
Ironworks Ward (3 Seats)
Srtitt, D. S. v 295
Love, HUGh ...ooooviieceee 289
McKenzie, NOrman .........ccccevveveeeeie e 222
Baird, Dugald .........cccoovvviniinirieennn, 104
Co0K, Daniel .......ccoevvviiiviieiiiecee e 79
Cumming, Robert........ccccoevveivieiciennn, 71
Glenbuck Ward (2 Seats)
Crosbie, RODErt .......coovvveieciiiiice e 133
Davidson, JAMES ......cccccveveeiieiieciecieecree e 131
Bell, Hugh ..o, 87
Croshie, ANArew .......cccoeveeeeiiciieiieinnn 82
Landward (2 Seats)
Moffat, JONN ... 98
Craig, JAMES .....cccevveivieieeee e 92
Black, Neil ......cccccoveeviiiiiiiceeccecis 37

Steven, GEOIge ......covevverereeeeseeeeeee 33
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BRONZE SPEAR-HEAD FROM WHITEHAUGH MOSS

FLANGED BRONZE AXE FROM WEST GLENBUCK

OPENING OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY'S
NEW PREMISES

Saturday, 14th December, was an important day in the cal-
endar of Muirkirk Co-operative Society, Ltd., in that it marked
the formal opening of the new range of shops and offices at
the junction of Glasgow Road and Main Street. Mr Malcolm
of the S.C.W.S. performed the opening ceremony in front of a
verl)ll large gathering, and a luncheon followed in the Dundas
Hall.

The building, which is a one-storeyed erection, is built with
brick, faced with polished red granite, and has a frontage of
roughly ninety feet. The whole is divided into sections, ac-
commodation being provided for a boardroom, office, dra-
pery and boot department, a bakery and confectionery shop
with tea-room behind, and another shop which has not so far
been utilised. The whole edifice presents a striking appear-
ance, in marked contrast to the old smiddy and dwelling houses
which occupied the site not so very long ago.

The secretary's office and board-room are replete with the
latest office furniture, while the drapery and bakery shops are
fitted up on a scale seen only in the latest city shops. Six large
windows are allocated to the drapery for boots, men's wear,
ladies' wear, general drapery, and house furnishings, while
the bakery has two—confectionery and cakes, etc.

In addition every convenience is offered the employees,
while a central heating chamber provides heat for the whole
of the premises by means of hot water radiators. The lighting
is also a feature of the new building, this being supplied from
the electrical plant recently installed by the Society at their
premises on the other side of the street.

A commodious garage at the back completes a picture of
which every member of the Store should feel proud, and even
the least sentimental Muirkirker should be delighted at being
able to claim such an up-to-date. establishment in Muirkirk.

FOOTBALL (Season 19278-28)

At the annual general meeting of Muirkirk Athletic it was
reported that there had been a deficit of £60 over the past two
seasons, and it was decided to drop the team for 1927-28. This
meant, of course, with the Cherries also not functioning, that
there would be no Junior football in the district. As a result
most of the local players were fixed up with other Clubs, quite
a few joining the new combination at Douglas—Douglasdale.

Muirkirk did manage to get a juvenile team—Muirkirk
Rovers, who managed to reach the fourth round of the Scot-
tish Cup, where they went down 2-0 to Dumfries Ashfield.
The Muirkirk team was:—J. Morrison; W. Higgins, L. Queen;
G. Park, J. Park, A. Gardiner; J. Hume, J. Beck, H. Samson, J.
McDonald, D. Murray.

GOLF

An exhibition match took place at Auldhouseburn Course,
when among the players was Mr J. Revie Richmond, a local
product now living in Ayr. Mr Richmond came in with the
best card—68 (rounds of 35 and 33), which is a course record,
the former record of 69 being made by Mr Garson a few years
ago.

In the Scottish Civil Service Championship, open to the
whole of Scotland, and played over 36 holes at Gleneagles,
local golfer Mr Revie Richmond won the handicap competi-
tion off 6. Mr A. Haxton won the championship, with our own
local product tieing for second place two strokes behind.
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1928

BIRTHS

BONE.—At Beaconhill, on 29th March, to Mr and Mrs John
Bone; a son.

BIRRELL.—In U.S.A. on 18th June to Mr and Mrs Robert
Birrell, a daughter.

SLOAN.—At Ayr on 30th June, the wife of Andrew Sloan,
Bankend; a daughter

McMEEKIN.—At Dalbeattie to Mr and Mrs James McMeekin;
ason.

McCARTNEY.—At Ardrossan on 7th August to Mr and Mrs
William McCartney; a daughter.

MARRAIGES
JAMES THOMSON to JENNIE WILSON on 1st August.

STANLEY WHITEHEAD to FRANCES CLARK in New
Zealand

A.OTTAWAY to DOROTHY HANSFORD on 18th Septem-
ber in India.

JOHN HUNTER to GWENDOLINE TAYLOR on 19th Oct.

DEATHS

ROBERTSON.—At Glasgow Road on 12th January, Margaret
MccCall, aged 71 years.

KAIN.—At Irvine on 21st January, James Kain.

MURPHY.—At Kilmarnock on 19th January, Catherine
Murphy, aged 11 years (of Gibson's Buildings, Muirkirk).

McGLADRIE.—At 18 Springhill Terrace on 3rd March, Wil-
liam McGladrie.

DEVLIN.—At Wanlass Place on 4th March, William Devlin,
aged 27 years.

CRUICKSHANK.—At Albert Place on 17th March, Wee
Tommy, aged 19 months.

MURDOCH.—At 7 Kames Row on 18th March, Mary
Murdoch, aged 40 years.

BELL.—At Glasgow Road on 9th April, Helen Bell, aged 12
years.

BARR.—At Braehead, Glenbuck, on 24th April, Isabella Izett.

SMITH.—In Australia on 12th March, Margaret Reid (late of
Lightshaw).

CALDOW.—A:t the Isle, Muirkirk, on 28th April, Johnann
Sharp.

THOMSON.—At Kilmarnock on 1st May, George Thomson,
aged 51 years (of Jack's Buildings).

WEIR.—At Heathfield, Muirkirk, on 15th May, Elizabeth
Hunter, aged 89 years.

BAIRD.—At Main Street on 17th May, Margaret Baird, aged
19 years.

HIGGINS.—At 53 Springhill Terrace on 29th May, Mary
Callaghan, aged 73 years.

THOMSON.—At Bankhead on 2nd June, Jane Russell, aged
75 years.

TELFER.—At Wellwood Street on 20th June, Janet McKie,
aged 89 years.

SAMSON.—At Smallburn on 21st June, Marion Murray, aged
77 years.

SLOAN.—At Ayr on 30th June, Grace Shankland. (of
Bankend).

LAIRD.—At Glasgow on 2nd July, Elizabeth Vallance, aged
33 years.

LOCHRIE.—At Glasgow on 2nd August, Gavin Lochrie, aged
50 years.

KEAN.—At 31 Springhill Terrace on 5th August, John Kean,
aged 74 years.

MURDOCH.—At 9 Kames Row on 5th August, David
Murdoch, aged 41 years.

JACKSON.—At 6 Whyte's Row, Glenbuck, on 29th August,
Harry Jackson, aged 74 years.

ALSTON.—At Sornlea on 23rd September, William Alston
(Blacksmith), aged 67 years.

GILCHRIST.—In Canada on 30th August, Eliza Galbraith,
aged 65 years.

BRADFORD.—At 1 Springhill Terrace on 30th September,
Wee William, aged 1 week.

NEILSON.—At Burnside, Muirkirk, on 29th September,
Wiliam Neilson (retired farmer), aged 84 years.

WEIR.—At 13 Old School Row, Glenbuck, on 29th October,
Janet Weir, aged 36 years.

WILSON.—At Main Street on 30th October, Thomas Wilson
(Newsagent), aged 26 years.

WILSON.—At Skares on 5th November, Frederick Wilson,
aged 79 years (late of Muirkirk).

CALDOW.—At Mossend, Main Street, on 12th November,
John Caldow, aged 26 years.

TAYLOR.—At 14 Old Terrace on 12th November, Wee Matt,
aged 3 months.

SAMSON.—At Smallburn on 24th November, John Samson,
aged 48 years.

McLACHLAN.—At Kilmarnock on 8th December, Nettie
Gilfillan, aged 26 years.

ARMSTRONG.—At Eyemouth on 15th December, Peggy
Armstrong.

MACKIN.—At 53 Kames Row on 16th December, Patrick
Mackin, aged 86 years.

DEMPSTER.—At 2 Kirkgreen on 17th December, Bella
Forsyth, aged 50 years.

PURDIE.—At Redding, Polmont, on 20th December, David
Purdie, aged 73 years.

Reduction in Prices. W]

SPECIAL FOR THIS WEEKEND.

Gigots and Loins, . 1/2 per Ib,
Shoulders, - -,
Flanks and Shanks, - 10d ,,

MACLACHLAN, Butcher.



CAIRNTABLE ECHOES 101

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
(1929)

NOTES ON
EXCAVATIONS OF PREHISTORIC
AND LATER SITES AT MUIRKIRK,
1913—1927
By ARCHIBALD FAIRBAIRN, F.S.A.Scot

Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
(Continued from Previous Chapter)

Behind, to the north-east, there is a group of three hut-re-
mains with stone foundations - one is circular and two are
oblong. The stonework, both of the pens and huts, was buried
deep under the ruined earth walls, and cleared out only after
considerable spade-work. The excavations disclosed probable
sheep-folds and ewe-bughts for ewe-milking, and, judging,
from the nature of the potsherds recoverd from the hut-re-
mains, the whole construction was in use in late mediaeval
times.

From this site eastwards, as far as Priesthill, a great many
long, narrow, earthen enclosures or pens are to be met with on
the lower edge of the moor. Several have been partly exca-
vated, all of which are stone-lined, mostly paved, and mea-
sure from 4 to 5 feet wide and from 25 feet to 50 feet in length.

At about 200 feet below the summit of Middlefield Law,
on the southern slope, and at an elevation of 1300 feet above
sea-level, there is a hut-foundation (No. 24), rectangular in
form, described in the Proceedings, vol. xlviii. p. 377. Its size
is 12 feet by 7 feet, the entrance, a foot wide, passing aslant
through the eastern wall. It is well paved with flagstones, and
has a fireplace in the north-west corner.

“The relics found were fragments of coarse pottery, glazed
andunglazed..... For what reason the hut was constructed at
such a height is far from clear. A summer sheiling would hardly
be necessary in the locality; there are no signs of cultivation,
yet it was undoubtedly made for and inhabited by human be-
ings. Judging by the thickness of the overlying turf it must
have been abandoned centuries ago.” The pottery is probably
sixteenth - or seventeenth - century ware.

Immediately above this hut-site there was discovered a level
cutting excavated across the lower slope leading to the sum-
mit. The cutting is 120 paces in length, terminating in a filled-
in pit at each end. Above the centre of the cutting there are two
spring wells. One pit was opened to its original size, when it
was found to be 10 feet wide on the surface and 10 feet deep,
and cut into clay. At the bottom there was much silt, proving it
had been used for collecting water, undoubtedly from the
springs above. This effort of great labour may have been car-
ried out by the inhabitants of the hut just described to collect
and store water in times of great scarcity, and the means em-
ployed are both simple and practical.

The next excavation to be noticed in passing is that of an
ancient kiln with fue (No. 26), and it is described in the Pro-
ceedings, vol. xxviii. p. 378. Its situation is 100 yards below
the ruined homestead of Lamonburn, east of the farm of

Middlefield. In the description of this kiln it is stated that
“the diameter at the top is 6 feet 6 inches, and the bottom 3
feet; its depth 7 feet 6 inches. It is faced with stone inside, and
the bottom is neatly paved with flat stones. The fue is 9 feet
long and 2 feet high, built with stones and paved like the kiln;
its mouth, opening into the cleuch, is formed of three heavy
stones. The mouth of the flue was full of ashes.” The kiln is
analogous to that adjacent to No. 2 hut-circle, and as bothj are
situated on land which has been under cultivation, a common
use may be ascribed to both.

Reference has been made to long, narrow enclosures,
formed with earthen banks, lined along the ground-level inte-
riorly with stone. High up on Grasshill Ridge, south-east of
Priesthill, there is a construction of somewhat similar nature
(No. 27), 145 yards west of the standing stone, of modern
erection. on the highest point of the ridge. The ground is rocky,
and the enclosure, 33 feet in length and 4% feet to 5 feet wide,
is formed by heavy boulders arranged on either side. Near the
centre and on the right or north side there is a shorter enclo-
sure, 12 feet in length and 3% feet wide, leading from it. On
the right of the entrance, which is in the east end, there is a
row of ten large boulders, arranged in line, in front of the shorter
chamber. On clearing out the larger compartment, and under
18 inches of peat, a flat, unornamented comb with several teeth
remaining was discovered on the rocky floor.

In aline south-west, and at a lower level on the Berry Craigs,
north of Ponesk Glen, there is a similar but larger enclosure
(No. 28). This construction yielded no relics under excava-
tion, although part of it closely resembles the remains of an
earth-house minus the roofing flags. This part is 48 feet in
length and curved, and various from 2 feet wide near the en-
trance to 4 feet along its course. It is from 4 feet to 5 feet deep,
and paved for most of its length. The entrance is 12 inches
wide between two large boulders.

Adjoining this construction on the left, at a few feet from
the south end, there is a filled-in trench, 36 feet in length, with
several boulders in line, and terminating in a stone-lined cham-
ber, 20 feet in length and 4 feet 3 inches wide. In clearing out
this chamber several fragments of amber-coloured flint were
found near the entrance.

After careful excavating it is not quite clear what those con-
structions were intended for. Both command an extensive out-
look, but there is no distinct evidence of human occupation. It
is now surmised they belong to a class of ewe-bughts associ-
ated probably with the ewe-milking practices of a bygone time.

Quite near to the last construction, and also on the Berry
Craigs, there are the remains of a dwelling (No. 29), measur-
ing 30 feet long and 8 feet wide. It has two compartments. The
remaining walls are strongly built with stone and clay and are
36 inches wide. Thick turf covered the floor, which was found
to be paved, the flat hearth occupying a position close to the
divisional wall in the larger compartment. A few feet beyonf
the entrance there was a large mound covered with a sward of
green grass. This mound - of ash - employed the excavating
party fully three days in turning over. The pottery discovered
was entirely of the sixteenth or seventeenth century, and all
the fragments bore a superior green glaze, with the exception
of several shards of red-coloured, unglazed ware.

Assuming that the inhabitants of this dwelling used the
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Assuming that the inhabitants of this dwelling used the
narrow enclosures referred to near them, it is of interest to
note that there was no trace of white or slip pottery of any
kind within or without the dwelling. This may afford a clue as
to the period of occupation of the dwelling, and when these
narrow constructions were in general use in the district.

Before bringing this summary to a close mention should
be made of a site, very recently excavated under the personal
supervision of Mrs E. C. Broun Lindsay, F.S.A.Scot., which
had been occupied from at least the seventeenth century to
comparatively modern times.

The site is that of Priesthill (No. 30), occupied for some
time by John Brown, the “Christian Carrier” of Covenanting
times, who was shot there in the presence of his wife and chil-
dren, on 1st May, 1685, by John Graham of Claverhouse, later
Viscount Dundee.

The Priesthill in question is some distance north-east from
the presently occupied homestead of that name, and the peat
moss that lies between, and from which John Brown obtained
his peats, is still made use of each year in May to provide fuel
for the present Priesthill.

While the grave of the martyr, enclosed and monumented,
is well known in its lonely situation, the actual site of the house
has been vaguely guessed at, the structure having been re-
moved early in the nineteenth century.

It was felt desirable to locate the site, and, if possible, to
restore and preserve the foundations, if any remained.

About 45 yards south-east of the monument there was a
large grass-covered mound, in front of which was a small plot
of land suggesting a garden, and bearing traces of “lazy beds,”
a pastoral method of growing potatoes still in vogue in the
locality. Immediately behind the mound - about the width of a
roadway - the green sward appeared artificially flat, and there
were two large enclosures, formed by feal dykes, to the left,
front and rear. The enclosures, doubtless sheep-bughts, mea-
sured 78 feet by 52 feet and 74 feet by 66 feet respectively,
and the enclosure banks were 6 feet thick.

There were other variously shaped, smaller, and deeper
earth-works, which had led to a confusion of ideas regarding
the site of the house, but it was apparent from the nature of the
whole heaps that the mound was composed chiefly of burnt
ash - the midden really - and therefore, according to early cus-
tom, it would lie in front of the dwelling. (fig. 14).

The turf was taken up over the whole of the flat area be-
hind the mound, and the remains of the foundation walls of
John Brown’s house were gradually revealed. On completion
of removal of turf and super-incumbent debris, the accompa-
nying plan was made, illustrating very accurately the remains
of the dwelling as now seen, while the accompanying ground-
plan gives the position of Brown’s grave.

It will be seen that the house from the grave is 40 yards
distant, and in a line 80° south-east. Although 242 years have
elapsed since Brown’s death at Priesthill, interest in this Scot-
tish Covenanter has in no way declined. John Brown’s name
appears in the Kirk Session Records of the parish, and, from
historical and local accounts, he was a man of superior intel-
lect and independent mind. He refused to take the Abjuration
Oath offerd him by Claverhouse, and the penalty was sum-
mary execution before two witnesses. From this - the concur-

rence of local tradition and the proximity of the grave - the
execution was carried out at the house after Brown had taken
a final farewell of his wife and children.

The house has been almost totally removed. From the re-
maining foundations (fig. 15), which are chiefly 3 feet wide,
it was found that the length of the whole building was 74 feet
by 20 feet, with the dwelling-house, barn, stable, and byre in a
continuous row. It is evident from the remaining portions of
the floor that the house consisted of a “but and ben” with a flat
hearth, 30 inches in diameter, and a well-fire, 28 inches long,
13 inches wide, and 8 inches deep, in one end. Several flags of
a stone floor remain.

The floors of the barn, stable, and byre are cobbled, and
the flat open drain which runs down the middle is paved. The
space between the house and the midden is 14 feet wide, paved,
and has a gutter, 6 inches wide, running through the wholw
length.

The mounting pillar, or “loupin-onstane,” is conspicuous,
measuring 3 feet by 3 feet, the step of which is 2% feet by 1%
foot.

The mound in front was a formidable undertaking to trench
over, measuring 40 feet by 33 feet and 9 feet deep. Its thor-
ough examination yielded many relics, including pottery, both
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and of later date,
eight spindle-whorls, fragments of a wool carder and of three
sickles, seven harrow-tines, five horse shoes, part of a horse’s
bit, two hooks, three hinges, an axle-tree pin, a pair of pincers,
parts of a pair of sheep shears, part of a pair of scissors, a
smoothing iron and other objects of this metal, eight very much
corroded copper coins ranging from the middle of the seven-
teenth to the end of the eighteenth century and a halfpenny
trade token, eleven metal buttons, neatly cut leather soles for
women’s shoes, fragments of a buff coat with seven plain, flat
metal buttons still attached, part of a heather rope, five globu-
lar blue glass beads, two pieces of slate pencils, half of a pair
of eyeglasses, and a small glass phial.

The mound yielded besides, a collection of upwards of
eighty whole and very small tobacco pipe-heads of clay, all
with broken stems and suggestive of a time of solitude and
seclusion.

Priesthill, when a farm, had its cultivated land - now moor-
land - behind and on both sides of the house, enclosed by ex-
tensive fael dykes. The land in front is the peat moss, with a
streamlet between, down to which there is still visible a cart
tract, and also a ford, for the carting of peats.

An analogy can be found at Harwood, north-east of the
farm of Middlefield, and entered in Weatherly’s Plan of the
District, dated 1826, as the “Site of Harwood.” The situation
of the dwelling - removed and turf-grown - the adjoining sheep-
bughts the refuse heap in front, and the finds within it, are
much in keeping with those at Priesthill.

I desire to express by indebtedness to Miss A. L. Shaw Smith
for visiting Priesthill and preparing the plans; and also to Major
Dugald Baird, J.P., for preparing the plan of the kiln at No. 2
hut-circle.

(Concluded)
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Mr ANDREW PRINGLE

To mark his jubilee in the service of Messrs William Baird
& Co., Ltd., a company of about eighty gathered in the Iron-
works Institute to pay tribute to Mr Andrew Pringle, who
started with the firm in 1878 at Dalry. After six years he came
to Muirkirk. In replying to the toast of "The Firm," Mr James
Tweedie, Prestwick, gave some interesting statistics. Although
in existence for practically a 100 years, the firm had acquired
the collieries and works over 72 years ago. Coal had been a
secondary consideration at first, the manufacturing of irob
being the primary object. Mr Tweedie said that for every ton
of coal produced locally, seventeen tons of water had to be
pumped away.

VITAL STATISTICS (1928)

Births....cccoovveveniieeiscies 104. Normal year.
Marriages .....ccocooerereeeneserereenens 28. Normal Year
Deaths ......c.ccovvverniinicicicns 47. Normal Year

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

Mr James Brown (Labour) .......ccccccevvreninnns 16,981
Major C. I. A. Dubs (Unionist) .........cccccceee. 12,240
Majority for Mr Brown.................... 4,741

Old Electorate
New ,,

Men 18,808 Women 11,420—30,228
Men 20,786 Women 18,286—39,612

SCHOOLS FOOTBALL

Muirkirk H.G. School football team were going great guns
in 1929, and commanded a strong support, special trains car-
rying the enthusiasts to away games. That year the team won
the Artea No. 5 Schools Football League. An uncompleted
League table makes interesting reading:—

P W L D F A Pts
Muirkirk 12 10 2 0 61 8 20
Lugar 12 7 3 2 44 16 16
St. Patrick's 10 5 4 1 19 23 11
Auchinleck 8 4 3 1 16 16 9
Cumnock Ac.10 3 4 3 21 24 9
Bank 9 3 5 1 10 18 7
New Cum. 10 2 5 3 15 30 7
Mauchline 9 0 8 1 8 60 1

Playing for Muirkirk that season were:—T. Barrie; J. Davidson,
W. Anderson; G. Wallace, P. Mclnally, J. McCall; W. Park, J.
Fleming, J. McCall, T. Symington, J. Moffat.

SNIPPETS
The sudden death was announced of Mr David Stitt, J.P.,
on 14th March.

Mr R. A. Leslie, former Clerk and Parish Registrar, retired
after more than fifty years with the Railway.

Kames Institute and Kames Mission Church celebrated their
Semi-Jubilee in April.

The extension to the Reservoir was completed in June.

Contracts for the work of erecting new purification plants
at the Gas Works, Kateshall and Smallburn were let—the work
costing £5,000.

A unique event took place in Muirkirk on 11th September
with a wedding in the Parish Church. The contractibg parties
were Miss Barbara B. Henderson and Mr William Scott.
Barbara, of course , is a daughter of the Minister, Rev. John
Henderson, who conducted the service.

Rev. W. Alexander replaced Rev James Greenwood as Min-
ister of Muirkirk U.F. Church.

The death was announced of Mr Robert D. Greenwood, who
was a keen Freemason. He was initiated into Lodge St. Tho-
mas in 1873, and three years later he was installed as R.W.M.

In October work commenced with the building of Council
housse in Wellwood Street.

Mr George Muir, Stableyard, appointed caretaker at the
cemetery.

For the very first time, houses in the village were given a
street number

FATAL ACCIDENT 5th Sept. Issue)

One of the saddest and most tragic accidents that ever be-
fell our village occurred on Thursday of last week, when two
of her sons perished as the result of a fall in Kames Pit. The
accident took place about 1.30 in the afternoon, when a heavy
fall entombed Michael Parker (34), Springhill Terrace, and
James Cassagranda (16), Garronhill. News of the accident
quickly travelled, and a rescue party was at once working fe-
verishly to extricate their comrades. The rescuers were within
a few feet of the boy, who was able to speak, when a second
fall took place, which, as well as finishing the boy speaking,
almost engulfed the rescuers. Efforts were redouble, but, alas,
were all in vain, all traces of life having gone when the bodies
were recovered late in the afternoom. The tragedy cast a deep
gloom over the village, and much sympathy was expressed
for the bereaved relatives. Parker leaves a widow and two
young children. As a mark of respect the pit was idle on Fri-
day and Saturday (the usual "idle" day). Both Parker and
casagranda were very popular with their mates, who paid their
last tributes on Saturday, when all that is mortal of the vic-
tims was silently laid to rest in Muirkirk Cemetery, after be-
ing feelingly dedicated to the grave by their respective minis-
ters. The attendance at the funerals were very large. The local
places of business were closed during the time of the funerals
as a sign of respect.

CHURCH UNION

After 86 years of separation, the two strongest branches of
our Church were re-united in Edinburgh yesterday (2nd Octo-
ber), when the United Free Church and the Established Church
again merged into one Church—the Church of Scotland. As a
result, the name of the old U.F. Church is now Wellwood
Church, and that of the Established Church—Muirkirk Old
Parish Church.
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FOOTBALL (May 2nd Issue)

It seems as if junior football in the district is slowly but
surely fading out of existence altogether. The latest club to
throw in the sponge is Cumnock Juniors F.C., and with New
Cumnock, Auchinkleck, Muirkirk, and Glenbuck all out of
the picture, the football future for this part of the county looks
decidedly black. Financial troubles, and not want of players
or playing ability—therefore, professionalism, is the cause
with all of them,

James Nisbet, who has fixed up for another season with
Ayr United, is taking part in the S.F.A continental tour. Nor-
way, Holland, and Germany are included in the itenerary.

John Crosbie is to stay on at Birmingham, while James
Shankly has again thrown in his lot with Southend United for
next season.

Allan Gebbie, who was offered terms by St. Mirren, as yet
has not seen his way to accept, and his name is now on the
open-to-ransfer list. Rumours are associating his name with
Morton and an English Club. Allan's move will be watched
for with interest

Willie Duke has again put pen to paper for St. Bernard.

BUSINESS AFFAIRS

Amongst traders advertising their ware in the columns of
1929 were:—

JOHN KENNEDY, Ironmonger, Main Street.
HELENA M. BEGG, Tailoress, Wellwood Street.
JAMES TORBETT, JNR., Draper, Main Street.
JOHN ROBERTSON, Fishmonger.

Miss C. C. ARMSTRONG closed her Chemist's Business in
Main Street, which was taken over by J. MULHOLLAND.

ALEX. DA PRATO, Chip Shop, Up the Stairs at the Ma-
sons Arms Hotel (commonly called the Shed-End).

Mrs N. DA PRATO, Chip Shop, Glasgow Road.

MUIRKIRK CO0-OPERATIVE SOCY., LTD.
A

- OUR -

TEA.-
ROOM

in the NEW PREMISES
is Now Open. ~®(

FIRST-CLASS SERVICE aud MODERATE
CHARGES.

There’s many a slip "twixt cup und lip,
That’s true as true can be,
But you'll meke no slip if you but sip
The Co-operative Tea— ‘
At the NEW TEA-ROOM.

The one who
is claimed as
the most out-
standing
visitor to
Scotland
presently . is
Misg Martini,
the eight-foet
young lady of
seventeen
Bummars,

- whose appear-
ance in most
of the princi.
pal  theatres
has caused
such a sensa-
tion, and she
arrived ° this
- morning -in
Muirkirk.
She has some
interesting
confessions to
make con-
cerning  the
¥ disadvantages
. of being great.
Seventeen and
still growing /
Along with a
compsan y
which 158
reckoned the
best that has

ever  tonred
the provinees,
she will

appear at the
Picture House
to-night, to-
motrow, and
Saturday,
The other
turns ineclude:

- some real
perfectly buiit midgets, who do some wonderful scts ;-
there is & great violinist, a dancer, and there is
money to Le earned—probbly not very easily, how-
ever. Theie are 10 be competitions also, and a
chauge of programe each night. —Sce advt,

FOOTBALL STOP PRESS

John Shankly, the old Glenbuck Cherrypicker, who has
been off the game for a considerable period, has again donned
the jersey, and signed for Carlisle United. John played for his
new Club yesterday when they won by 2-0. If John displays
anything like his previous form, Carlisle have made a good
capture.
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1929

BIRTHS
SANDERSON.—At Toronto on 22nd April to Mrand Mrs T.
Sanderson; a daughter.

OTTOWAY.—In India, on 15th October, to Mr and Mrs
A.Ottoway; a daughter.

CLOSE.—In U.S.A. on 30th November to Mr and Mrs R.
Close; a son.

MARRIAGES
JOHN McCALL to DAISY SALKELD on 26th December,
1928, in Australia

MINNIE HASTINGS to THOMAS DAVIDSON on 27th April
in Australia.

ALEXANDER LIGERWWOD to ELSIE HAMILTON on
26th April.

DAVID LOVE to AGNES THOMSON on 19th June.
JOHN PRESTON to EDNA PAUL on 17th JULY.
ALEXANDER THOMSON to KATE SHIELDS on 24th July

DAVID BLAIKIE to ELIZABETH McINTYRE on 21st Au-
gust.

ARCHIBALD GORRIE to MARGARET TAIT (Glenbuck)
on 22nd August in U.S.A.

JOHN McMICHAEL to MERCIA HUTTON on 6th Decem-
ber
DEATHS.
PATERSON.—At Stableyard on 30th December, 1928, Wee
Robert, aged 3% months.

SPENCE.—ALt Blantyre on 29th December, 1928, Agnes
Spence, aged 78 years (of Kirkburnhead Toll).

AIRD.—At Main Street on 9th January, Elizabeth Lochore,
aged 67 years.

MARSHALL.—At Glasgow on 31st December, 1928, Wil-
liam Marshall, aged 15 years (of Kirkgreen).

MILLER.—At Barrhead on 14th January, Andrew Miller, aged
22 years.

BARR.—At Carluke on 25th January, Thomas Barr, aged 56
years (of Glenbuck).

McCALL.—At Smallburn on 25th January, Janet Irving, aged
60 years.

DORNAN.—At Montreal on 24th January, Isabella Runcie,
aged 47 Years (of 12 Wellwood Avenue).

PURDIE.—At Garronhill on 14th February, Wee Nathaniel,
aged 18 months.

STEVEN.—At Old Manse, Glasgow Road, on 4th March,
Annie Steven, aged 32 years.

McDONALD.—At 69 The Square on 7th March, Isabella
Hastings, aged 71 years.

FLOYD.—At Wee Torhill on 25th March, Agnes Floyd.

PEACOCK.—At 30 Kames Row on 16th March, Robert Pea-
cock, aged 69 years.

BECK.—At Kilmarnock on 25th March, Angus Beck, aged 4
years and 11 months (of Smallburn).

SYMINGTON.—At Rosebank Cottage, Smallburn, on 14th
April, Richard Symington, aged 21 years.

ANDERSON.—At Glasgow on 28th April, David Anderson,
aged 12 years (of Albert Place).

BROWN.—At 21 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 5th May,
Agnes Mitchell, aged 52 years.

DOW.—AL 69 Linkieburn Square on 12th May, Wee Andrew,
aged 8 months.

HODGE.—At Furnace Road on 8th June, Mary Hodge, aged
52 years.

LAW.—At Kilmarnock on 15th June, Irene Law, aged 7 years
and 7 months.

ROBB.—At Garronhill on 22nd June, Marion Dalziel, aged
70 years.

JACK.—At Douglas on 12th July, Thomas Jack, aged 53 years
(of Station House, Muirkirk).

COLVILLE.—In U.S.A. on 27th July Jean Young, aged 70
years (late of Victoria Buildings).

CASSAGRANDA.—As the result of an accident in Kames
Pit on 29th August, James Cassagranda, aged 16 years (of
Garronhill).

PARKER.—As the result of an accident in Kames Pit on 29th
August, Michael Parker, aged 34 years (of 44 Springhill
Terrace).

GIRDWOOD.—At Glasgow on 27th September, Robert D.
Girdwood, aged 77 years.

McWHINNIE.—At Railway Buildings, Smallburn, on 14th
October, Elizabeth McWhinnie, aged 54 years.

CAMPBELL.—In Canada on 20th October, Major Peter
Campbell.

LOGAN.—At Fleming Cottage, Smallburn, on 13th Novem-
ber, Janet McCulloch, aged 81 years.

CALDOW.—At Glasgow on 22nd November, Hugh Caldow
(Newsagent), aged 44 years; of Main Street.

DUNBAR.—In Canada on 20th November, Thomas Dunbar.

PARKER.—At Glasgow on 2nd December, Hugh Parker, aged
37 years.

FLEMING.—At Garronhill on 8th December, Mary Johnstone,
aged 35 years.

ALLAN.—At Auldhouseburn on 23rd December, Nellie Allan,
aged 31 years.

MRS N. DA PRATO

has now resumed preparing

Chips, Fish Suppers, and Hot Peas
Every Evening during the Winter Months,

Only the Best Quality of Food Cocked.
A Trial Solicited.

CIGARETTES, TOBACCOES,
ICES, and CONFECTIONS.
GOne Quality Only—The Very Best.

Refreshments Supplied for Dances, Weddings, Etec.
Charges Moderate.

Glasgow Road, Muirkirk.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE
(1930)

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

A hundred years ago Muirkirk Parish contained a number
of farm houses and one or two notable places that have long
since succumbed to the ravages of a century of time. Some are
standing in ruins, while others have disappeared and left only
their names to tell they have been.

In the Greenock Water district Hallsmuir, Cleuchheid,
Cairniebottom, East Braeheid, West Braeheid, the Old Manse,
Lamonburn, Harwood, Burnhoose, and Shawknowe have all
gone west.

Hallsmuir stood about half-a-mile south-east from the Priesthill
Farm.

Cleuchheid, apparently a small clachan, stood at the head of
Ponesk Glen.

East Braeheid was on the north slope of the Sware Hill, a short
distance south-east of Blackside, while West Braeheid
stood near where the road turns down to Mansefield.

The Old Manse stood where Mansefield farmhouse now stands;
probably when the present manse was built the Old
Manse was converted into a farmhouse.

Harwood stood about a quarter mile west from the Forkings
Cottage. Its site was lately discovered. In an old map of
Muirkirk Parish dated 1828 it is marked as a ruin.

Burnhoose stood on the east side of the Burnfoot Burn, a short
distance north from Burnfoot.

Shawknowe was the old name for the ruins seen on Burnfoot
moor. Its later name was Johnstone's Tilework.

In the River Ayr district Muirfoot, Ashieburn, Waukmill,
Wellwood House, Muirmill, Townfoot, the two Treochs, and
Low Dalfram have also disappeared.

Muirfoot stood on the east side of the Ponesk Burn, near where
it joins the Ayr.
Ashieburn stood on the east side of the burn of the same name.

The Waukmill is still a standing ruin, and local history is
strangely silent anent its origin.

Wellwood House, now a picturesque ruin, was built on the
site of an older house. In a book entitled "The Streams
of Ayrshire," the author suggests that the old Wellwood
House was built on the site of a still older one.

Townfoot stood a short distance west from Townhead.

Low Dalfram was the home of the Bauld Lapraik. Its site is
marked by a monument erected to his memory.

The two Treochs stood on the south bank of the River Ayr, in
close proximity to the old Iron Forge.

Though not in the Parish, | may say that North and South
Lammerhaughs are both in ruins.

In the Garpel Water district, Bankhead, Megslea, Old Riggen',
Heich Catchieburn, Midhouse, Coutburn, Cochrane
Lodge, Glen Cottage, Tibbie Pagan's, Blue To'er, Gar-
pel Ha', and Aikler House have all yielded to decay.

A hundred years ago Bankhead was a farmhouse, and stood
where the workmen's houses now stands. It was farmed
for many years by the grandfather of our esteemed
townswoman, Mrs McMurren, Furnace Road.

Megslea stood where the Golf Links now are—a few trees
mark the site.

Old Riggen' stood on the opposite side of the burn from the
present Riggen'. It was a but-an-ben thatched cottage.

The Heich Catchieburn stood near the road to Auldhouseburn.
It was a double row of thatched houses—twelve houses
in each row. Some of the houses were occupied up till
the middle of last century.

Midhouse stood at the west end of Midhouse Row (of course
there was no row then). The dwelling-house was a sto-
rey and attic, with the milk-house and byre at one end,
and the stable at the other, all in a line. The farm was for
a long period leased by another of Mrs McMurren's an-
cestors, and Mrs McMurren possesses a photo of a black-
faced ewe bred on Midhouse Farm. This ewe lived nine-
teen years, and produced forty-two lambs. She had four
lambs at birth more than once. The photograph shows
the ewe standing with four of her lambs. Midhouse had
the unenviable reputation of being haunted—of which
more anon.

The Coutburn Raw ruins are known to almost everyone in the
village, and a source of inspiration to some of our local
poets. A hundred years ago it was the hub of the village.
With the Tar Works going and the Polquharnel Pits in
full swing, it was a lively wee place. When the Auchin-
leck and Muirkirk railway was being made a large
number of navvies lodged in the Coutburn. They were
mostly Irishmen and Highlanders, and as the Pats and
Macs were not exactly in love with each other, the
Coutburn was the scene of a few Donnybrooks. (The
ruins can be seen first right after Springhill).

Cochrane Lodge, as the name implies, belonged to the then
lord of the manor. His family name was Cochrane, and
he owned the Tar Works and supplied the British Navy
with tar. The Lodge was occupied by one of the railway
contractors during the railway's construction. It stood
empty after that, and soon became a ruin, which can
still be seen south of the Sanquhar Road past McAdam's
Cairn.

The Blue To'er was a thatched but-and-ben cottage that stood
on the west bank of the Garpel, near the railway.

Glen Cottage was the same type of house; the ruin is still vis-
ible.

Garpel Ha' stood on the side of the Garpel, a short distance
above where the Slackshaw Burn joins it. It seems to
have been a house of large dimensions, and was occu-
pied a hundred years ago. Who it belonged to, and who
lived in it seems to be wrapped in mystery. It apparently
had some connection with the Cochrane Lodge, as a
private road connected the two places. From its position
its ruins must have been buried under the debris of the
adjacent quarries.

Aikler House—Mr Fairbairn (our well-known antiquary), |
understand, says that Aikler House stood on the slope
of a knowe about a quarter of a mile south from Well-
wood House, and that a solitary tree marks the spot, but
local tradition has it that Aikler House stood on the site
where the ruins of Knoweheid now stands, and from its
position marked on an old map | have before me | am
inclined to believe tradition is correct.

A few of the place names in the Parish have been altered from
what they were a hundred years ago—Aird's Green was
Ayr's Green, Ponesk Burn was Powness Burn, Tardoes
was Tardoors, Ayrsmoss was Airdsmoss, Stonebriggs
was Stanebriggs, and Cronberry was Cranberry.

How many ruins will the next 100 years bring? Perhaps the
whole village!

THOMAS FLOYD
Woodside, 4th July, 1930
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VITAL STATISTICS (1929)
Births 75.  Lowest number recorded since 1855
Marriages 31. Normal Year
Deaths 38. Third lowest since 1855

FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS

Old customs are gradually going. The Free Church bell,
which has been rung for very many years at shop-closing
hours, has now ceased to be rung in that connection, through
it not being convenient for the new beadle to attend nightly.
It is missed.

PIT FATALITY

Another of those tragic occurrences which from time to
time seems to be inevitable in mining communities took place
in Kames Pit late on Tuesday night (4th February) when two
roadsmen—John McCulloch and W. Kay Girvan, were caught
by a fall from the roof while carrying out their duties. A res-
cue party were soon at the scene of the accident, but when the
men were unearthed it was found that McCulloch was dead,
it being surmised that he was killed instantaneously. Girvan,
who had miraculously escaped the full force of the fall, was
found to have got away with bruises to his ankles and shoul-
der. Mr McCulloch was a widower, and leaves a grown-up
family, with whom the deepest sympathy is felt. There was
another fatality at Kames Pit on 6th August when John Dodds,
Kames Row, lost his life in a fall at the coal face.

DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTION RESULT

(Two Seats)
Henderson, JOhN ........ccccevvveiiiiiccieiie 689
Croshie, ANAreW .......ccccevvevevvevieeecieenen 482
Love, Hugh ..o 424
McKenzie, Norman............ccccveuuenee. 393
THE TALKIES

Talking pictures came to Muirkirk for the first time to Mr
Walter Weir's Picture House (Temperance Hall). The first pic-
ture to be "heard" in Muirkirk was "The Trial of Mary Dugan."”

RETURN OF THE CHERRIES

A public meeting was held on Burnside Park on 30th May
for the purpose of considering the resurrection of the local
junior football club. There was a large turnout, and, after dis-
cussion, and an expression of opinion, a resolution to form a
club was put to the meeting and unanimously carried. A large
and enthusiastic committee was appointed, and it is expected
that the people of the village will, as in the good old days,
rally round the committee and assist in the resuscitation of
the once-famous Cherrypickers, who made history by send-
ing out players to represent their country in all the Nationals.
The Committee were not long in getting to business, for the
hat was passed round, and a decent collection was the out-
come. Several players have already given their promise to
sign,OI and it is expected that a serviceable team will be se-
cured.

MUIRKIRK CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY
DIVIDEND
3/- per £

On Purchases

LOCAL SNIPPETS

Burns property in Glasgow Road was offered for sale, but
there were no takers.

From 21 applications for School cleaners the successful
applicants were Widow Murdoch (Kames Row), and Widow
Helen Parker (Main Street).

Skating is in full swing at Airdsmill pond (February).

Renewal of Licences for the Black Bottle (Mrs Lindsay)
and the Eagle Tavern, Smallburn (Mrs Fulton) were granted.

In April the streets in Muirkirk had their names attached,
which together with the door numbers, make for speedy iden-
tification.

The local Parish Council was wound up in preparation for
the take-over by the Local Authority.

Mr Simpson, The Carrot, Eagelsham, took over Dalfram
Farm from Mr Wm. Scott.

A start was made with the water extension to Torhill.
Andrew Steele won the Dux at Furnace Road School.

Muirkirk Golf Club lost 6-2 to Sorn Castle Golf Club in a
Parish match at Auldhouseburn.

Kames No. 1 Pit, which had been closed for three months,
was re-opened in August.

In September Muirkirk experienced one of the worst elec-
trical storms in living memory. It was more on the spectacu-
lar side, and no damage was reported.

The two blocks of Council house at Glenbuck were let in
November.

The Co-operative Dividend was 3/- per £ .

COMMERCIAL CHANGES

ALEXANDER M. GARDNER took over the Chemist's Busi-
ness of J. Mulholland, Main Street

Mrs HELEN ANDREW took over the Stationers and Con-
fectionery business previously carried on by Mr and Mrs
Calson (next door to the Police Office in Main Street).

JEAN McCOLL succeeded John Robertson (Fishmonger) in
Main Street.

THOMAS HENDERSON, Cairnhill, Smallburn, was adver-
tising lorries for hire.

A. CLEMENT, Smallburn, was advertising Kennox Coal for
Sale.

O, merchant, in thine hour of e e e,

If on this paper you should ¢ ¢ c,

Take my advice and now gety yy,

Go straight ahead and advert i i i.

You'll find this plan the best to u u u,
And one neglect cannot ex q q g.

A silent business soon de k k k,

Don't stick to those old-fashioned w a a a.

POETS ARE BORN, NOT PAID

Alang the trail through Wellwood's vale
The Muse has mony wooers,
An' rhymes are strung an' sangs are sung
Tae birds an' bees an' floo'ers,
But though the fare is often puir,
An' leaves us nhane the wiser,
There's yae bit scribe 'mang a' the tribe
Wha' reads the "Advertiser."
JAMES DONAGHY
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1930

BIRTHS

BIRRELL.—In U.S.A. on 14th January, to Mr and Mrs Rob-
ert Birrell; a son.

KNOTT.—At Edinburgh on 9th June to Mr and Mrs Eric
Knott; a son.

THOMSON.—At New Cumnock on 24th August to Mr and
Mrs Alex. Thomson; a daughter.

HARKNESS.—In New Zealand to Mr and Mrs Daniel;
Harkness; a daughter.

BUCHANAN.—At Harkness Buildings on 17th November
to Mr and Mrs Robert Buchanan; a daughter.

McINTYRE.—In U.S.A. on 29th November, to Mr and Mrs
Alex. Mclntyre, a son.

MARRIAGES
JOHN BARRIE to JEAN BRADFORD on 31st January.
JAMES NISBET to ANNIE BERTRAM on 19th February.
GEORGE LAWSON to HELEN DODDS on 14th June.

ANDREW MILLAR (Albert Place) to MATILDA TELFER
on 26th July in U.S.A.

SYDNEY URQUHART to CHRISTINA McLEAN on 10th
October.

JOHN ROSS to JANE MUIR on 12th December

DEATHS
MARSHALL.—At Glasgow on 3rd January, George Marshall,
aged 38 years (of Garronhill House).

McGLADRIE.—At 18 Springhill Terrace on 5th January,
Margaret Gemmell, aged 79 years.

STRAIN.—At Kilsyth on 1st January, Mary Logan (of Fleming
Cottage, Muirkirk).

SHAW SMITH.—At Bona Vista, Wellwood Street, on 15th
January, Jeannie Boath.

BLANE.—At 18 Park Terrace on 29th January, David Blane,
aged twenty months.

GILFILLAN.—At Ayr on 16th February, Jane Short, aged 42
years (of Kirkgreen).

RENNIE.—At Smallburn on 22nd March, Robert Rennie, aged
78 years.

URQUHART.—At Glasgow on 29th March, Jeannie Mitchell,
aged 78 years.

NICOL.—At Airdsmill Cottage on 12th April, Mary Nicol,
aged 56 years.

FOSTER.—At Stranraer on 4th May, William Foster (of Small-
burn).

SAMSON.—ALt Ayr on 9th May, Annie Nollan (of Smallburn).

COLVILLE.—In U.S.A. on 9th May, Robert Colville (of Vic-
toria Buildings).

ANDERSON.—At Rowanbank Cottage, Glenbuck, on 4th
June, Margaret Park, aged 67 years.

McCARTNEY.—At Stableyard on 27th May, James
MccCartney, aged 84 years (late of Waulkmill).

GEBBIE.—At Glasgow on 8th June Isabella Kevin, aged 33
years (of 26 Springhill Terrace).

MURRAY.—At Bankhead on 6th June, Mary Graham, aged
81 years.

McGUIGAN.—At Ayr on 13th June, Janet Bain, aged 28 years
(of Glasgow Road).

WILSON.—At Lanark on 18th July, Margaret Hay, aged 51
years (late of G.M.T. Co., Muirkirk).

DEMPSTER.—At Blyth's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 5th Sep-
tember, Thomas Dempster, aged 65 years.

BAIRD.—At Glasgow on 14th September, Jessie Millar.

ROBB.—ALt 58 Main Street on 21st September, Duncan Robb,
aged 72 years.

WHYTE.—At 3 Railway Buildings, Smallburn, on 14th Oc-
tober, John Whyte (of Haystackhill).

MURRAY.—At Wellwood Crescent on 9th November, Annie
Gibson, aged 53 years.

MURRAY .—At Bankhead on 13th November, David Murray,
aged 82 years.

ROWE.—At Derby on 12th November, Ezekiel Rowe (late
of Muirkirk).

ROBB.—At Pearson's Buildings on 21st November, William
Robb, aged 16 years.

CALDWELL.—At Glasgow on 30th November, Thomas
Caldwell, aged 54 years (of The Bungalow, Smallburn).

SHIELDS.—At Victoria Buildings on 30th November, Tho-
mas Shields, aged 84 years.

SOMERVILLE.—On 2nd December in U.S.A., John
Somerville (late of Muirkirk)

HAZLE.—At Wellwood Street on 13th December, Thomas
Hazle, aged 65 years.

MENZIES.—At 16 Park Terrace on 11th December, Phemie
McKenzie, aged 33 years.

McGINLEY.—At 41Kames Row on 12th December, Agnes
McGinley, aged 11 weeks

BARR.—At Middlefield Drive on 20th October, Mary Barr,
aged 81 years.

QUIGLEY.—As the result of an accident on 20th October,
James Quigley, aged 8 years (of Garronhill).

FOOTBALL

There was still no junior football in the district in season
1929-30, and even the local schoolboys were finding it diffi-
cult to get the desired results. There had been some changes in
the team and it was hoped for better things in the following
season. The 1930 team was:—H. Hill; W. Samson, J. Bone;
D. Cassagranda, A. Gibson, D. McCrone; H. Campbell, H.
Murray, W. Anderson, J. O'Neil, J. Russell.

Glenbuck Cherrypicker's famous son, John Crosbie, who
signed for Ayr United and then was transferred to Birming-
ham for a big fee, was fairly hitting the headlines with rave
reports in the English Press. Now in his twelfth season at Bir-
mingham, Crosbie is approaching his 400th game, and so far
has a total of 67 goals.

In October representatives of Clyde visited Muirkirk with a
view to signing Davy Hamilton, who has been playing with
Coalburn. Davy was at his work at the time in Kames Pit, but
the Clyde officials went underground and signed Davy on a
provisional form.

At the same time Bob Shankly signed for Alloa, joining his
brother, John, who plays for the Second Division Club

SNOOKER
A snooker pairs tournament at the Baird Institute attracted
a large entry, and in the final Hector Walker and W. Rae beat
T. McCulloch and J. Wilson.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
(1931)

OLD SPOOTS OF MUIRKIRK

By THOMAS FLOYD

Seventy years ago our village had a different aspect than at
the present time. It contained a few houses of more than one
storey, and a goodly number of thatched ones still adorned the
Main Street. Sanitation was conspicuous by its absence. Gravi-
tation water was non-existent, and the villagers had to rely on
spoots and wells for their water supply.

As these old spoots and wells for many years played an
important role in the economics of the village, and were asso-
ciated and interwoven with the lives of dead and gone genera-
tions, it is fitting that they should be awarded "Honourable
Mention" in the annals of the village, and, believing that they
may interest some of the younger folk, | have ventured to name
and describe them as they appeared to me when | was a boy.

Effie's Spoot.—Commencing at the east end of the village,
we had Effie's Spoot. It was fixed in a low stone wall on the
north side of the Douglas Road, close to the Kirk Burn. For
many years it gave a regular and copious supply of good wa-
ter, but to-day, owing to draining operations, it has practically
stopped functioning. Tradition makes it the oldest spoot in the
village, and may have supplied Garron before Muirkirk was
in existence. It is said to be the second best water in Scotland,
but how and when it gained that distinction tradition has failed
to enlighten us. It was supposed to derive its name from a
certain Effie Johnstone, who lived in a thack house which stood
where Mr McMichael's property now stands.

Coal Sanny's Spoot.—The next was Coal Sanny's Spoot.
It was fixed in the west side of the Kirkburnhead road, a few
yards above the entrance to the R.C. Chapel. It gave a limited
supply of very good water, but was apt to fail in dry weather.
“Coal Sanny” was said to be a hawker who sold rubbin' stanes,
whitenin', and coal in small quantities to the villagers.

Heid Inns Spoot.—The next was the Heid Inns Spoot. It
was fixed in a wall on the opposite side of the street from the
Heid Inns (now the Masons Arms), hence its name. It gave a
fair supply of good water, and was more dependable than Coal
Sanny's. It also played an important part in the lives of the
Main Street schoolboys. In the play-hour they used to run races
from the School gate, up Geordie Lees's Brae, tig the spoot,
and back. If a runner failed or omitted to tig the spoot, he was
ruled out of the race.

Cuthbertson's Spoot.—The next was Cuthbertson's Spoot,
which stood in front of John Cuthbertson's public house—
lately the Douglas Arms, and now un-occupied. Its water was
inferior to others, as it was brought by a pipe from the open
Stile Burn. All the same, it was very popular with the school-
boys, who, when hot and tired playing at “tig,” “hi-spy,” “ko
yo,” and other games, would gather round it and slocken their
drouth with draughts of Adam's Wine “keppit” in their bonnet
croons. They had to be careful and “sook” the water through
their teeth to prevent an inquisitive “powheid or scur” from
exploring their “innards.”

Kirkhope's Spoot.—The next was Kirkhope's Spoot, which
stood a yard or so out from the Glasgow Road entrance to
what is now Mr Steele's Drapery House (Trottter's Shop). It
gave a fair supply of very good water, and owing to its central
position was most patronised. In the summer evenings it was
usual to see nearly a score of villagers with their stoups stand-

ing around it waiting their turn to get their “gang o' water,” as
it was then called. When supplied with their “gang,” which
was generally contained in two wooden stoups—each stoup
holding from three to four gallons—it was carried home and
placed in a recess made for the purpose in the entry between
the fore and trance doors. The recess extended under the end
of the kitchen bed, a position which is far from the present-
day ideas of hygiene. The Spoot was also a happy hunting
ground for the village gossips, where all the faults and fail-
ings of the villagers were discussed and criticised. It derived
its name from Andrew Kirkhope, who had a butcher shop in
the premises now occupied by Mr Steele, Draper.

There was another small spoot halfway up the Glasgow
Road, near where the E.U. Church now stands. As it seldom
functioned, it wasn't of much account.

Another small one was at the top of The Stile, almost oppo-
site the entrance to Park Cottage. It was a great favourite with
the villagers, but after the advent of the New Cemetery, a fear
got up about its contamination from that source. A sample of
the water was then taken and analysed, when it was found to
be of excellent quality. However, the spoot has now practi-
cally dried up.

Kay's Spoot.—The next was Kay's Spoot. It was fixed in
the wall near the steps leading to the Nurse's Home (lan
Mitchell’s House). It gave a regular and good supply of water,
and as it had to supply the Furnace Road and Smallburn, it
was kept busy. It derived its name from Thomas Kay, the land-
lord of the Black Bull Hotel (now the Eglinton Arms Hotel).

There were also a number of wells throughout the village,
such as the Christenin' Well, Meikle's Well, Gibson's Well,
Mag Muir's Well, and MaCartney's Well. The Christenin' Well
surely deserves special mention. It was a wee spring on the
brae of the Kirk Burn, near the waterfall. It was so named
because its water was always used in the font when a baptism
took place in the Parish Church. The others named were all
popular and useful in their day.

Meikle's Well was one of the principal sources of water,
and was situated in the park behind Meikle's Raw. It was a
genuine spring, and proved a good stand-by in times of drought.
It derived its name from James Meikle, a noted blacksmith in
the village. He was laird of Meikle's Raw, and had his smithy
at the east end. However, before the Row was transformed
into a two-storeyed block, it was converted into a dwelling
house. Mag Muir's Well is still in existence in the garden, and
then, as now, many patrons preferred to sample the wares as
supplied in the premises on the street line.

Alas! The exigency of modern life created greater demands,
and the old spoots that had for generations served the village
faithfully and well had to go. Deemed too old, too slow, and
out of date, they made their exit, and left behind them memo-
ries and recollections that make me often vainly wish | was a
boy again, skelpin' up Geordie Lees's Brae, to tig the Spoot,
and slocken my drouth with draughts of Adam's Wine “keppit”
in my bunnet croon.

The Ironworks side of the village had also a few spoots.
There was one at the back of the square, near an opening be-
tween the houses. Another was at the foot of the Linkieburn,
near to the burn. It was known as Logan's Spoot. Another was
on the side of the road, half-way between the Linkieburn and
the Heigh Weighs. There was one in front of the Red Raw,
and another at the entrance to the Stableyard.

The first-mentioned was Lade water, while the water for
the others was conveyed by a tile drain from the Cairntable
Cauldron— now known as the Boxed Well (later known as
Ower the Watter Reservoir)—to a reservoir near the furnace
bank.
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VITAL STATISTICS (1930)

Births—114. An increase of 29 over last year and the high-
est since 1923. It is noticeable that of these there were 42
boys and 72 girls—almost two girls for every boy!

Marriages—33. Is it a coincidence that this is the highest
since 1923, and is an increase of 2 over the previous year.

Deaths—46. An increase of 8 over last year

NEW BRIDGE AT WELLWOOD

For some time it has been known that the old Bridge be-
tween Marchhouse and Nether Wellwood, over the River Ayr,
was to be replaced by a new structure, and we have just learned
that on 2nd February operations will begin. It seems that the
new bridge will be placed about thirty yards further down
stream, and thus the road will be to a large extent straight-
ened. The present switch-back bridge and acute bend on the
road are not suited to the present-day fast-moving traffic. The
new bridge was opened in November, and for some weeks
previous traffic was diverted via the Avenue and Sorn Road.

PIT BATHS

A ballot was taken at Kames Pit as to the propriety of hav-
ing baths installed at the pithead. The result was as follows:—

IN FAVOUN ... 454
AQAINSE .o 8
Spoiled Papers.........ccoceevreerreieeeene 7

Total ... 469

Possible, 535.  Poll, 87.6 per cent.

NEW POST OFFICE

Mr Thomas Rorrison, Bank, New Cumnock, was appointed
Sub-Postmaster at Muirkirk in succession to the Misses
Blackwood, who retired at the end of June. The premises to
be occupied by the new Post Office are those presently in use
by Mrs Mary Mitchell as an ironmongery shop in Main Street,
Mrs Mitchell accommodating by removing next door.

THE CENSUS
1931 1921
Parish Total 4358 4726
Made up of:
Males 2304 2486
Females 2054 2240
No. in Various Wards:
Landward 557 440
Ironworks 1288 1336
Village 2062 2237
Glenbuck 551 713
MINING

Although not a great was written about it in the “Adver-
tiser” things were not good in mining circles. There was a lot
of short time working, and good summer weather had not
helped to encourage coal consumption. | note in the Issue of
1st October than 600 persons signed on the local Labour Ex-
change.

The new telephone exchange behind Victoria Buildings was
brought into operation.

OF LOCAL INTEREST

Dr Archibald Taylor left Muirkirk, and was succeeded by
Dr John Warren.

Owen McGarry (29) was killed by a fall of rock under-
ground at Kames Colliery

A new Tully Coal Gasification Plant was installed at
Muirkirk Gas Works.

John Brown's Stone at Priesthill was repaired and a new
railing fixed on top of the parapet.

The licence for the Masons Arms Hotel was transferred from
Mr Wm. C. Weir to Mrs Isabella Smith, the previous holder.

On 7th June the tremors of an earthquake were felt in
Muirkirk.

The Blackwood sisters, Polly and Jessie, retired from the
Post Office, which had been in the Blackwood family for 42
years.

An old landmark disappeared from our midst in
Kirkburnhead Tollhouse, in which Nannie Spence used in the
olden days to collect the road dues, and later lived in retire-
ment. It was demolished in June.

In June 6.64 inches of rain fell in Muirkirk, and for the first
six months of the year the total rainfall for Muirkirk was 26.05
inches

Mr John Menzies, Cleland, was granted the transfer of a
public house licence for the premises at 77 Main Street, pres-
ently held by Mrs Jessie Alston.

Mr William Moffat, Dailly, appointed to replace Mr Charles
Gibson at Muirkirk Station.

Mr Kerr Pringle, Irondale House, capped B.Sc. at Glasgow
University.

In December the Pavilion re-opened under new manage-
ment, and with a new heating system

The formation of the new combine, Baird & Dalmellington,
Ltd., is to have its effect on Muirkirk. We hear that changes in
the staff are impending.

The new refuse coup at the Royal George was opened.

Work on the new water track to Southside was commenced
in December.

FIRE AT THE PAVILION

After extensive alterations the Pavilion opened up with
"Talkies" on 15th June, when a large audience was favourable
in its criticism of the new installation, which has a decidedly
pleasing tone. There was also a good house on Tuesday night.
But the management had a decided shock yesterday morning,
for between five and six o'clock a workman noticed smoke
issuing from the Pavilion. He at once raised the alarm, and on
investigation it was found that the platform and screen were
on fire. Happily, Mr Caldwell and a number of willing help-
ers—men going to their work, and neighbours—were able to
extinguish the fire before it reached really serious dimensions.
As it was, the new screen—valued at about £20—was com-
pletely burned, while the speaker was also ruined. The floor
of the platform was also burned through in places, and the
entire damage is estimated at between £60 and £70. The appa-
ratus was not covered by insurance. The origin of the fire has
not yet been determined. In a laudable attempt to keep the
show going, Mr Caldwell procured a temporary screen and
speaker, and the effort was successful in that the programme
was submitted as on the two previous nights. Harry is arrang-
ing a first-class programme for the week-end. In the advertis-
ing columns Harry thanked the people of Muirkirk for their
support and sympathy when his premises took fire “in such a
mysterious and unexplained manner.”
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KATIE MUIR'S

The "Daily Record" of Tuesday, 29th September, contained
a pen sketch of a local hostelry, from which we cull the fol-
lowing:—
While motoring in Ayrshire the other day | discovered at
Muirkirk what must have been one of the quaintest hostelries
in Scotland.

The dull, red-painted exterior is similar to hundreds of others
in rural areas, but the interior was entirely different to any |
have seen before. On opening the street door we turned sharply
to the left, and found ourselves in a typical Scots cottage
kitchen.

At our hand was the “sink” with a swan-necked water-tap. At
the opposite end of the apartment stood a small sideboard
loaded with ornaments. There was a grate in which a huge fire
burned. In the centre of the floor stood a kitchen table, and
round it, or leaning against the walls, were half-a-dozen broad-
seated, broad-backed kitchen chairs.

At first we thought we had made a mistake, until we saw that
a majority of the orrnaments on the sideboard were bottles of
liquor, and then there appeared a young man whom we later
learned was the proprietor.

We were in "Kate Muir's," a tavern that has quenched thirst
for two hundred years. Nearly two centuries ago she was called
aloft, but ever since then a descendant of Katie's has held the
licence, and so the place is still called "Katie Muir's."”

Doubtless on reading the above some of our local histori-
ans will endeavour to clear the cobwebs from their memories,
and will answer the statements with a “yea” or a “nay.” In our
day the establishment has been known as “Wee Kate's,” and
the historical part seems largely a story founded on fact

CHANGED DAYS (6th August Issue)

At a Public Meeting held recently it was decided that Glen-
buck is to have no football team for season 1931-32

Yes, changed days! Once the home of sport and sportsman-
ship, with its annual professional sports, its champion quoiters,
its great footballers.

Now, alas, there are no annual games to bring the peds and
the patrons from far and near, Glenbuck Brass Band to have
an airing, for the sun to shine on the lemonade and other stalls
by the roadside, and for Glenbuck and other folks to get “their
wun oot.”

Quoiting! Not even a club in the birthplace and home of the
erstwhile champion of Britain. Never even a quoit thrown now,
and the quoiting green a wilderness.

In the good old days of amateurism Glenbuck could al-
ways field a first-class football team. The members had to
play for their places, and, as compared with nowadays, they
supplied their own boots, and paid their own fares for the away
games. To-day the football pitch is deserted—to which not so
long ago the young bloods, in their enthusiasm, repaired even
before they had removed the pit grime from their faces. For
years Glenbuck has been a nursery of budding international
and other players—who had brains, guts, and the will to win
their way in the world. To mention only two—they are Bob
and Bill Blyth. Bob was one of the famous team that won the
Ayrshire Cup three times in succession, and who later served
Glasgow Rangers, Preston North End, Dundee, landing at
Portsmouth as player-manager, and now he is mine host of
the Talbot Hotel, and Chairman of Portsmouth F.C. Bob's
younger brother, Billy, learned his football with the Cher-
rypickers, graduated as a professional with Portsmouth, mi-
grated to Preston, and finally became player-manager of Car-
lisle United—now Mr Blyth of the Bowling Green Hotel there.

No one can claim that Billy learned to bowl in Glenbuck, but
from a Cumberland newspaper we learn that he skipped the
winning rink in the Border City bowling tournament last month.
So he must be “some” bowler, too. Football seems to run in
the blood, like wooden legs. To-day three nephews of the
Blyths—the Shankly's, are footing it—James with Southend,
Bob with Alloa, and John with Greenock Morton. And there
are others, of course—including McConnell, Muir & Co., of
earlier days (Johnnie Crosbie is of a younger generation), who
took advantage of the opportunities going, the shaping of
whose lives lay in their own hands, and who with some effort
on their part got there. Now it seems that, to reach compara-
tive affluence, at least Football Avenue is closed to Glenbuck
aspirants. In this hot-bed and nursery of athletic manhood pi-
geon-flying seems to be now the only sport. Professionalism
has ruined football for the country clubs, and nap has prec-
edence over other forms of health-giving recreation

MACADAM MEMORIAL CAIRN
(December 3rd Issue)

The local cairn-builders have again been busy, and the fruit
of their labour can be seen, now completed, by the side of the
old Sanquhar Road , where a cairn has been erected in memory
of John Loudon Macadam. The cairn is ten feet high, and ten
feet in diameter at the base, conical in shape, while the fol-
lowing inscription on the stone facing the roadway speaks for
itself:—

IN MEMORY OF
JOHN LOUDON MACADAM,
THE FAMOUS ROADMAKER. 1756-1836.
THIS CAIRN MARKS THE SITE OF TAR KILNS,1786-1827,
AND WAS BUILT WITH STONES FROM THEM IN 1931.

Coal distillation is a subject presently with us, and is an old
subject, with which Muirkirk has a past—*“Ayrshire is classic
ground in the history of coal distillation, for it was at Muirkirk
that the 9th Earl of Dundonald in 1780 ran his Tar Works.”—
Extract from “The Transactions of the Institution of Mining
Engineers, 1930-31.”

Macadam was a partner with Lord Dundonald in the ven-
ture here, which was the first of its kind in Scotland, if not in
Britain. Previously tar had been distilled from wood. The coal
tar was sent to London for the Navy, for tarring vessels, which
were then made of wood. The tar Macadamising of roads is a
comparatively recent idea—Macadam's principle, combined
with tar.

And now it may be opportune to give a little history of the
man. John Loudon Macadam, the younger son of the family,
was born in Ayr on 21st September, 1756, and was educated
at Maybole. When six years of age his father emigrated to
America, and at the close of the revolutionary war young
Macadam was an agent for the sale of prizes, realising a con-
siderable fortune, the greater part of which, however, he lost.
Returning to Scotland, he lived for a time near Moffat, and at
Sauchrie in Ayrshire, and in 1798 was appointed by the Gov-
ernment agent for victualling the Navy in the western ports of
Great Britain, in consequence of which he removed to
Falmouth. In 1815 he was appointed surveyor general of all
the Bristol roads, when he was at length afforded the full op-
portunity of carrying his system into practical operation, and
it was soon adopted throughout the whole kingdom.

In introducing an improvement of such extensive utility,
Mr Macadam had expended from his own private resources
several thousand pounds, which, in 1825, he proved before a
Committee of the House of Commons, and received from Gov-
ernment, in two grants, the sum of £10,000, which was all the
return he ever obtained. In 1834 he was offered knighthood,
but declined it on account of his age, and it was conferred on
his second son, Sir James Nicol Macadam, general surveyor
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of the Metropolis turnpike roads. John Loudon Macadam died
at Moffat, November 26, 1836, aged 80 years.

FOOTBALL (1930-31)

The resuscitated Glenbuck Cherrypickers opened their sea-
son with a rousing 3-2 victory over Cronberry Eglinton at
Burnside Park. Team:—Bertram; Thomas, J. Brown, J. Tait,
A. Brown, Menzies; Miller, A. Tait, Shankly, Murray, Bone.

That season the Scottish Junior Cup attracted an entry of
135 Clubs, but Cherries lost 1-0 to Cumnock in the 2nd Round.

The Cherries lost 1-0 to Auchinleck Talbot in the semi-fi-
nal of the Cumnock Cup, and in the final of the Coylton Cup
Cherrypickers fell heavily to Glenafton Athletic, 5-1

However, they made amends in the final of the Ayrshire
Cup against Lugar, when at Kilmarnock they drew 3-3. In the
replay at Cumnock Cherries won 1-0. Duffy was the scorer,
but unfortunately the team was not given. It seems that this
was the last game to be played by Glenbuck Cherrypickers,
and is it not ironic that they were the first team to win the
Ayrshire Cup in their first year, and now in their last season
they have lifted the coveted trophy!

SCHOOLS FOOTBALL
The Muirkirk School football team had a good season, serv-
ing up some delightful football, However they were beaten at
the post by Cronberry, who won the League. The Muirkirk
team that season was composed of:—H. Hill; R. Boland, T.
Rowe; R. Samson, D. Casagranda, G. Ferguson; H. Campbell,
W. Anderson, J. Moffat, H. Hamilton, J. McMorran.

BUSINESS NOTES

In January ROBERT McF. ADAMSON, Wellwood Street,
offered lessons in Pianoforte.

Mrs SCOTT intimated she had taken over that shop in Main
Street recently occupied by Mr James Selkirk for the supply
of Cé)nfections, Cigarettes, Etc. Business as usual at Furnace
Road.

ROBERT KIRKWOOD to-morrow (13th November) takes
over the old established Grocery Business at 118 Main Street,
lately owned by Mr George W. Millar, and for many years
successfully carried on by the late Mr John Kerr.

ALEC DA' PRATO desires to announce that he has now
opened those premises, lately known as the Douglas Arms, in
Main Street, for the sale of Confections, Cigarettes, Ice Cream,
Etc., and as a Fish & Chip Restaurant. It was named the Wel-
come Cafe and was situated in the recessed building across
from Main Street School.

LOCAL STATISTICS 1931

BIRTHS

DAVIDSON.—In Australia on 2nd December, 1930, to Mr
and Mrs Thomas Davidson; a daughter

BLAIKIE.—At Oban on 27th February, to Mr and Mrs D.
Blaikie; a daughter.

ROSS.—At Cumnock on 1st March to Mr and Mrs James Ross;
a son.

BOYES.—At Blackridge on 29th September to Mr and Mrs
Thos. Boyes; a daughter.

MARRIAGES
JOHN MORRISON to MARGT CLEMIE on 26th Dec, 1930.
HENRY WARDROP to MARGARET MUIR on 31st Jan.

GEORGE HIBBERD, Ph.D., A.R.T.C., to MARION
SAMSON on 26th August

JOHN McVEY to GRACE THOMSON on 14th October.
DUNCAN ROSS to Isabella Sloan on 16th October.
ARCHIBALD WEIR to HELEN WILSON on 30th October.

DEATHS

KIRKLAND.—At 1 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 28th De-
cember, 1930, Robert Kirkland, aged 44 years.

PRINGLE.—At Irondale House on 29th December, 1930,
Agnes McLellan.

DRYLIE.—At Fauldhouse on 2nd January, John Drylie, aged
78 years.

BRADFORD.—At Wellwood Street on 24th January, Rachel
Manley, aged 58 years.

SHARP.—At Furnace Road on 1st February, Janet Sharp, aged
86 years.

YOUNG.—ALt Glespin on 2nd February, James Young, aged
58 years.

HAMILTON.—At Ayr View, Muirkirk, on 6th February,
Marion Campbell, aged 76 years.

McGARRY.—Accidentally killed in Kames Pit on 2nd Feb-
ruary, Owen McGarry, aged 27 years.

MORAN.—At Glasgow on 6th March, Mary Moran, aged 28
years.

BRADFORD.—At 19 Park Terrace on 16th March, Sarah
Bradford, aged 79 years.

LOCHHEAD.—At 7 Kirkgreen on 28th March, James
Lochhead, aged 65 years.

McCARTNEY.—At 8 Old Terrace on 28th March, James
McCartney, aged 64 years.

ROSS.—At Cunningham Cottage on 6th April, John Ross,
aged 80 years.

MURDOCH.—At 69 Main Street on 12th April, Andrew
Murdoch, aged 57 years.

McBRIDE.—At 50 Linkiburn on 9th May, James McBride,
aged 45 years.

SAMSON.—At Glasgow on 16th May, Janet Duke, aged 30
years.

GRAHAM.—At Kilmarnock on 22nd May, James Blackwood,
aged 3 years.

McCUTCHEON.—A s the result of an accident at Garpel Water
on 20th July, Wee Cathie, aged 6 years

CLARK.—At 17 Wellwood Avenue on 22nd August, Nettie
Clark, aged 20 years.

ANGUS.—At Masonic Hall on 23rd August, William Angus,
aged 62 years.

HEGGIE.—At 96 Smallburn on 19th September, William
Heggie, aged 3 years.

FLOYD.—At Wee Torhill on 14th October, Hannah Floyd.

MACDONALD.—On 7th November, Alexander Macdonald.

EASTON.—At Bankhead on 17th November, Adam Easton,
aged 65 years.

BEGG.—In U.S.A. on 23rd November, Adam Begg (late of
Main Street).

HODGE.—At Furnace Road on 5th December, Janet Ross.

DORNAN.—At 12 Wellwood Avenue on 13th December,
William Dornan, aged 79 years.

BLACKWOOD.—At Main Street on 21st December, William
Blackwood (Chemist).

CASAGRANDA.—At Garronhill on 17th December, Mary
Beck, aged 55 years.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
(1932)

HEATHER ALE

This is an extract from "The Edinburgh Magazine," pub-
lished in 1761, and makes some interesting reading now about
Muirkirk:—

The parish tho' mountainous is exceeding good for pas-
turage, affording great store of sheep, which is the chief
commodity the inhabitants depend on; there are
storemasters here whose rooms contain more than ninety
scores of old sheep, besides lambs. They have also a great
deal of black cattle; some of them will have above thirty
milk cows, besides others which they keep in proportion;
and each of them as much tallage (a few rooms (farms)
excepted) as affords them as much corn and bear, as mostly
maintains their families, except it be in time of dearth.
The women here are exceeding fine dairymaids, and make
a good deal of butter and cheese; the former they mostly
use for mixing tar, for the laying of their sheep. | have
seen cheeses four stone troy in weight, made of ewe milk
there, which they sell at a great price. They scarcely at
any time sell any of their cheeses below four shillings per
stone at the first hand, and | never eat any in my life more
palatable than what this parish afford. Few places can equal
them for breeding of horses, of which they have great score.
Some of the inhabitants will have twenty, and scarce any-
one has below six. They have plenty of moss, which they
cut into peats, and dry them in summer-time for fuel. They
have also coal and limestone in great plenty in every room
or mailing; so that each family, if they please, may dig
and find coal and limestone below their house floors. There
is also plenty of free stone there. The thing they mostly
want is wood, which is very scarce here. The muirs afford
great store of wild fowl such as the heath-cock and heath-
hen, partridges, green and grey plover, and a bird with a
long beak called a whaap, duck and drake, and hares in
great plenty, which makes it a fine place for game in the
summer. The chief mountain in the shire is here, and takes
its rise about 24 miles from the sea. This mountain is of
great height, has two tops, and goes under the name of
Carntable. It is seen a great way off, and has a trough cut
out of a rock, 12 feet long, 6 feet broad, and 8 feet deep,
which always stands almost full of pure spring water, near
the top of the mountain; of which several fabulous stories
are told, such as, that the Picts made use of this cistern for
steeping heather, of which they made a delicious drink.

There is not a more delightful place in the summer, nor a
finer air in all Scotland than here, nor a more industrious
frugal people than the inhabitants; there is none in the
nation that will take a more hearty bottle when occasions
offers than they. There are few or no poor people here, at
the most not above three at a time, whom they plentifully
maintain by a fund they annually raise; and there is scarce
any parish whatever that can say they ever saw any of the
inhabitants of the Muir Kirk of Kyle begging; | dare say
there is none.

It is interesting to compare these times with the present.
Most people will agree that the liking for “the hearty bottle”
has descended with the generations—that is, when it can be
got.

With regard to the trough cut out of the rock on “Carntable,”
there has been considerable speculation anent its site. Evidently
its location has been lost for some generations, but two years
ago the vat was discovered and opened up.

UNEMPLOYED WORKERS' HOWFF
(11th August Issue)

A new use has been found for the old sawmill building at
Airdsmill. Through the good offices of Mr Dugald Baird and
Rev. John Henderson, the occupancy of the building has been
granted free of charge for the purpose of an Unemployed
Workers' Club, from Mr Robert L. Angus, on behalf of Messrs
Baird & Dalmellington.

IRONWORKS INSTITUTE

The installation of a new heating system in the lronworks
Institute was inaugurated last week (October) and in future
the establishment will be lit by petrol gas instead of electric-
ity. The new lamps seem to be even more powerful than elec-
tric light, are said to be very satisfactory, with low consump-
tion of petrol, and, with the Institute now independent as far as
light is concerned, the former lighting restrictions are now a
thing of the past.

QUOITING
The game of quoits was very popular in the district at this
time and hardly a week went past without some challenge
match taking place. The Southside Club boasted a member-
ship forty.

Muirkirk's champion quoiter, John Kilpatrick, now attached
to the St. Rollox Club, won the Scottish Championship when
he defeated J. Henderson, Larkhall, in the final by 61 shots to
51. The match was played at Parkhead. This was the third time
Kilpatrick had won the Championship and equals the record
of three held by W. Anderson, Larkhall.

LAPRAIK RELICS

For some considerable time the Lapraik Burns Club have
been in possession of a number of relics, mostly belonging to
John Lapraik, farmer in Dalfram, who, as most of our readers
are aware, was also a poet, as well as a friend and correspond-
ent of Robert Burns. Having no premises in which to house
these relics satisfactorily, through the good offices of Mr Arch.
Fairbairn, Wellwood, these have now been accepted by the
Committee of the Dick Institute, Kilmarnock, on loan, so that
they will now be in safe keeping. The relics comprise—John
Lapraik's folding writing desk, kitchen arm-chair, two dining-
room chairs, a small table, old willow pattern jug, toddy ladle,
porridge stick, book bearing Lapraik’s signature and that of
his spouse, two miniatures of Lapraik's brothers, John Lapraik's
Family Bible with the record of the births of the members of
his family, beginning 1765, while there is also included a small
look-glass which belonged to Tibbie Pagan, joint authoress of
“Ca’ the Yowes tae the Knowes.” Amongst the articles recently
donated to the Dick Institute Museum is a silver decoration
from the harness worn by mules in Naples on State occasions,
gifted by Mrs Broun Lindsay, also a saddle quern (an ancient
hand-mill for grinding corn) from Mr Arch Fairbairn, which
was found by him at the excavation of a pre-historic and me-
diaeval site near Blackside, Muirkirk. Through the kindess of
Mr William Brown, builder, it is hoped to transfer the relics to
Kilmarnock one of these days.

THE KAMES FARM SENSATION
(16th June Issue)

A court case which lasted three full days took up almost the
whole of this issue. The case was heard at Ayr Sheriff Court,
when Mary Black Lee or Foster, Kames Farm, Muirkirk, was
charged with forgery and the assault of John Halliday Foster
at Kames Farm. It took the jury twenty minutes to find Mrs
Foster guilty of forgery, and “not proven” to the charge of
assault. She was sentenced to eight months' imprisonment. She
later appealed but was unsuccessful.
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VITAL STATISTICS (1931)
Births—80 A decrease of 34 from last year, and the
second lowest total since 1855.
Marriages—32. Compared with 33 the previous year.
Deaths—38. Eight fewer than last year

FUNERAL

One of the most impressive ceremonies ever performed in
our local Cemetery was carried out on 13th January, when the
remains of the late Mr William Smith, Glasgow Road, were
laid to rest. The Parish Silver Band attended to pay their last
respects to a keen and enthusiastic bandsman, and preceded
the cortege playing "The Dead March in Saul." Arriving at the
Cemetery, six of the bandsmen acted as pall-bearers, the while
the remainder played appropriate hymns at the graveside.

ELECTED MAYOR

There seems to be no keeping down of these Muirkirk na-
tives—that is after they have left their native heath. The latest
that we hear of as making a name for himself is Mr Matthew
Clark. Matt. served his apprenticeship to the grocery trade with
Mr William Murdoch, in premises now occupied by Mr James
Brown, fruiterer, and was later employed by the Co-operative
Society in the Main Street premises. Emigrating to New South
Wales as a young man, he started on his own account and
made good. Matt. for six years was an Alderman of the mu-
nicipality of Wickham, a district of Newcastle, N.S.W., and
in December last was elected Mayor.

GRASSHILL PIT (19th May Issue)

After a spell of unsteady work Grasshill Colliery was closed
down at the week-end. The men “drew their graith”on Satur-
day morning, while the ponies were brought to the surface on
Monday. Some of the underground plant is also being removed.
The closing of the Colliery is a bad blow to Glenbuck, as prac-
tically the whole population was dependent on Grasshill for a
livelihood. In the two pits which comprised the Colliery some
200 men were employed, including some forty to fifty from
Muirkirk. The Glenbuck Co-operative Society, who had their
arrangements made and a special train booked for their an-
nual children's gala day at Ayr on Saturday, 11th June, have
decided to abandon the trip, and expect to hold the event lo-
cally, at the Birkcleugh Glen, instead. Although there is some
hope of the Colliery re-opening, it is estimated that some three
or four months will elapse before a resumption of work may
be anticipated. It is indeed a bad blow, and with employment
so scarce throughout the country probably very few of the
men will be absorbed elsewhere.

From the 27th October Issue:

Grasshill Colliery has been re-opened after having been
closed for over five months. A large staff of repairers have
been busy for several days getting the roads in order, and yes-
terday the actual resumption of work was made. The majority
of the men formerly employed were re-started, and it is ex-
pected that the full complement will be employed when all
necessary repairs have been effected. The cheering news was
spread at the week-end, and was received with thankfulness
throughout the district. The re-opening of the two pits means
a lot to the village, which has been hard hit for more than a
year, and pessimism for the winter months has now changed
to optimism. Formerly about 200 workers were employed in
the Colliery, and this included a goodly number of Muirkirk
Miners. It is to be hoped that Glenbuck will now enjoy a pros-
perous spell.

In July the monument at Tibbie's Brig was erected.

SEEN AND HEARD

Mr John Young, J.P., Springhill, 24 years with Messrs Wil-
liam Baird & Co at Muirkirk, was transferred to Lugar.

John Murdoch, late of Glenbuck Cherrypickers, signed for
Clyde F.C.

Mrs Jane Muir, Glenbuck's oldest resident died at the age
of 94 years. She was formerly Postmistress at Glenbuck for a
period of thirty years, being born and bred in the village.

Major Baird, J.P., Kaimshill, for seventeen years manager
of William Baird & Co.'s Ironworks and Collieries in Muirkirk,
retired in March.

Work was still going on in connection with the laying of
water to Southside.

The Black Bottle Tavern at Kirkgreen changed its name to
the Kyle Inn.

Effie's Spoot near Madeleine Place was filled in by work-
ing repairing the road.

Mr Walter Weir retired as manager at Muirkirk Labour
Exchange. He had held the post for 11 years. The Exchange
was transferred to Furnace Road to premises formerly occu-
pied by Mrs Allan Loggie as a confectionery shop. Mr S. C.
Matthews, Newmilns, was appointed in his place.

Douglas Crosbie was Dux of Muirkirk School in 1932.

Building operations in connection with the baths at Kames
Pithead were commenced in October.

A bench of five retorts on the old principles were installed
at the Gas Works.

At Muirkirk Constabulary Sergeant Thain, who has been
five years at Muirkirk, was replaced by Sergeant Sharp.

NOT PROVEN
There was another court case at Ayr with a Muirkirk con-
nection when William Coutts Weir, picture house proprietor,
was charged with reckless driving while under the influence
of drink, and causing the death of young lad, Peter Alexander,
near Glenbuck Station. The case was found not proven.

SCHOOLS FOOTBALL

Junior football was a big miss in the district, but at least in
the summer months there was plenty of entertainment to be
had following the fortunes of Muirkirk Schoolboys, who served
up some attractive football. It was nothing unusual for up to
1,000 supporters to turn up at Victory Park. The boys played
well in 1932, but were just pipped for the League by Lugar. A
typical team that season was composed of:—J. Loggie; R.
Boland, T. Rowe; J. Hodge, R. Samson, J. Chapman; G.
Ferguson, H. Casagranda, W. Boland, J. Bell, G. Bradford.

BUSINESS CHANGES

Miss NANCE WILSON intimated she would be tak-
ing over the business presently carried on by Misses
McLuckie at Main Street (Ladies' Hairdressing).

Miss M. R. WALLACE opened a Ladies' Hairdress-
ing and Face & Scalp Massage business at Main Street

JOHN MURRAY advertised a Upholstery and Cabin-
maker business at Glasgow Road

The Temperance Hall was built in 1881
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1932

BIRTHS

MILLAR.—In U.S.A. on 1st February to Mr and Mrs Andrew
Millar; a daughter

NISBET.—At 3 Council Buildings, Glenbuck, on 17th Feb-
ruary, to Mr and Mrs James Nisbet; a son.

BUCHANAN.—At 127 Main Street on 16th April to Mr and
Mrs Robert Buchanan; a daughter.

ROSS.—At 12 Wellwood Street on 12th June to Mr and Mrs
John Ross; a daughter.

CLARK.—At Crossflatt on 27th July to Mr and Mrs John
Clark; a daughter.

MARRIAGES
CYRIL BLOSS to NICHOLAS CHISHOLM on 26th March.
ANDREW MILLAR to JESSIE MELVILLE on 22nd April.

ROBERT ADAIR to ISABELLA NIMMO on 20th Septem-
ber.

JAMES GORDON to CISSIE MACADAM on 14th Septem-
ber.

JOHN SMITH to MARY ROWE on 7th December.

DEATHS
GARDINER.—At Kilmarnock on 1st January, James Gardiner,
aged three years (of The Hall, Muirkirk).

DEMPSTER.—At Lilybank, Smallburn, on 15th January, John
Dempster, aged 60 years.

McKAY.—At 12 Garronhill on 26th January, Mary McBride,
aged 80 years.

WILLIAMSON.—At 13 Victoria Buildings on 2nd February,
Janet Williamson, aged 74 years.

GIRDWOOD.—At 46 Main Street on 13th February, Eliza-
beth Girdwood, aged 70 years.

DEMPSTER.—At 20 Bridge Street on 24th February, Helen
Donaldson, aged 77 years.

McCULLOCH.—At West Kilbride on 16th March, Sarah
McCulloch, aged 5 years.

STEELE.—At Glasgow on 11th April, Agnes Kerr, aged 51
years.

DUNBAR.—At The Old Hall, Muirkirk, on 19th April, James
Dunbar, aged 84 years.

FINDLAY.—At Blackwood's Buildings on 14th April, An-
drew Findlay, aged 80 years.

ALEXANDER.—At Glasgow on 21st April, Peter Alexan-
der, aged 18 years (of Blyth's Buildings, Glenbuck).

BRADFORD.—At 17 Park Terrace on 27th April, Grace
Mclntosh, aged 76 years.

KILPATRICK.—At Greenock on 20th April, Willie Kilpatrick,
aged 14 years.

GIBSON.—At Ronaldo Place on 8th May, Margaret Burn-
side, aged 80 years.

GREENWOOD.—At 14 Wellwood Avenue on 26th June,
Margaret Law, aged 74 years.

DICKSON.—At Wellwood Street on 7th July, James Dickson
(tailor).

HENDRY.—At Glasgow on 23rd July, Jessie Samson, aged
31 years (of Kirkgreen).

BONE.—At 18 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck, on 29th July, David
Bone, aged 41 years.

EASTON.—At Bishopbriggs on 8th August, Janet Smith (late
of Bankhead).

SEYMORE.—At Ayr on 30th August, John Seymour, aged
73 years (late of Midhouse Terrace).

GIBSON.—At Parishholm on 8th September, Alexander
Gibson, aged 65 years.

ROSS.—At 69 Main Street on 14th September, Christina
Davidson, aged 85 years.

CLEMENT.—At Naperston Cottage, Muirkirk, on 21st Sep-
tember, Andrew Clement (Contractor), aged 89 years.

GOLDIE.—At Glasgow on 21st September, James Alston,
aged 24 years (of Sornlea, Main Street).

GORDON.—At the Schoolhouse on 21st September, Sophia
Gordon, aged 81 years.

DAVIDSON.—At Co-operative Buildings, Glenbuck, on 23rd
September, Joseph Davidson, aged 67 years.

FERGUSON.—At Smallburn on 24th September, Elizabeth
McDonald, aged 52 years.

MARTIN.—At 97 Main Street on 6th October, Margaret
Gibson, aged 79 years.

MURRAY.—At Stirling on 18th October, George Murray,
aged 54 years.

EASTON.—At Kilmarnock on 22nd October, result of an ac-
cident, Adam Easton, aged 30 years (of Bankhead).

JACK.—At Glespin on 28th October, William Jack (under-
manager, Kennox Colliery).

HIGGINS.—ALt 42 Springhill Terrace on 4th November, Susan
Steven, aged 47 years.

BAIRD.—At Cairn House, Main Street, on 18th November,
Elizabeth Rennie, aged 41 years.

ROSS.—At Hunter's Buildings on 10th December, William
Ross, aged 70 years.

FERGUSON.—At Carnwath on 23rd December, Margaret
Johnston.

MACINTYRE.—In U.S.A. on 23rd December, Alexander
Maclntyre (of Heathfield, Muirkirk).

MARGARET MITCHELL
Opened a Ladies' Hairdress Salon at
127 Main Street, Muirkirk

DAVIDSON, DRAPER, DOUGLAS

took over the premises in Main Street, recently occupied by
Mrs Scott.

MOLLY BRADFORD

9 Park Terrace, Muirkirk
offered a Home Service for Ladies' Hairdressing
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX
(1933)

SCHOOLS FOOTBALL

With Muirkirk and district being starved of junior football
for some time, it was no surprise that the local community got
behind the Muirkirk Higher Grade football team who made
such an impact in Ayrshire that season. Their efforts must stand
beside that of the famous Glenbuck Cherrypickers and Scot-
land's own Wembley Wizards.

MUIRKIRK WIN CUP

Furnace Road H.G. School had a terrific run in the Bute
Cup competition. In the first round they drew with Bank 2-2,
winning the replay 3-1. In the second round they were no match
for Auchinleck, trouncing them 7-0. Next for the chop was
Cumnock in the semi-final, who went down 6-1 to the Muirkirk
maestros.

And so Muirkirk were set to meet New Cumnock in the
final to be played at Lugar. The village went daft that Friday
evening. Everybody seemed anxious to get to Lugar—wee
lassies, big lassies, wee boys, big boys, and old boys—and a
special train, several special buses, private cars, motor cycles,
push cycles, and “Shanks's Naigie” all played their part in con-
veying a thousand Muirkirk enthusiasts to the venue of the
game. Verdant Rosebank Park has never accommodated a more
enthusiastic crowd, or been the scene of a more keenly con-
tested game, and the convincing victory of the Muirkirk boys
sent their supporters into the seventh heaven of delight.

It was all Muirkirk in the first half, although they only had
a Boland goal to show for it at half time. It was noticeable that
the Muirkirk goalie did not have a single shot to deal with
during the half.

It was a different story in the second period, with Muirkirk
starting promisingly, but New Cumnock had a spell of ag-
gressive pressure, before the Higher Grade boys turned on the
style, a hat-trick from Boland and a single goal by Wilson
capped a memorable performance, and the cup was on its way
to Muirkirk.

From "Notes on the Game" we quote:
The collection taken at the game amounted to £14.

About 700 spectators travelled with the special train, and it is
said that there never was such a scene at Cronberry Station as
that when the passengers disembarked. The road from
Cronberry to Lugar also presented an animated appearance.

There must have been about 2,000 spectators at the game.
The cross-bars were lowered for the game.

The boys comported themselves with credit, and displayed no
nervousness before the large crowd.

While every member of the local team pulled his weight, Wil-
son, Boland, Brown, Wallace and Walker excelled themselves.

One Lugar enthusiast remarked that Muirkirk's little lot should
be playing for the Junior Cup instead of the Boys' Cup.

The cup and watches have been displayed for the past few
days in the window of Mr Shanks, jeweller, and we learn that
the boys are to be entertained at a social in the near future,
when the watches will be presented.

The Muirkirk team was:—J. Loggie; J. Walker, G. Brad-
ford; J. Hodge, T. Hazle, T. Wallace; T. Dempster, C. Wilson,
W. Boland, T. Brown, W. Hogg.

ANOTHER CUP FOR MUIRKIRK
CHAMPIONS OF THE LEAGUE TOURNEY

Above was the headline in the issue of 29th June, when
Muirkirk Higher Grade football team established a record
which probably will never be equalled, in that they went
through the entire League programme without losing a game.

The games and scores were as follows:—

Skares 2, Muirkirk 9 Muirkirk 9, Skares 0
Muirkirk 6, Auchinleck 1 Auchinleck 2, Muirkirk 3
Muirkirk 6, Lugar 1. Lugar 2, Muirkirk 2
Cumnock 1, Muirkirk 2 Muirkirk 4, Cumnock 0
Muirkirk 18, Darnconner 0 Darnconner 0, M'kirk 10
Cronberry 2, Muirkirk 3 Muirkirk 7, Cronberry 1
Muirkirk 3, New Cumnock 2 New C'k 2, Muirkirk 2
Muirkirk 1, Bank 1 Muirkirk 6, Mauchline 0
Mauchline 1, Muirkirk 4

And this set up a real clincher for the final game against Bank
at Connel Park, New Cumnock. Muirkirk needed only one
point from the game to take the League title.

A special train was run, and 625 supporters made the jour-
ney by rail, while numerous others travelled by road. There
was a huge crowd of spectators all told, and the collection at
half-time amounted to well over £16. Appropriately enough,
the teams engaged were the two mostly concerned in the cham-
pionship. Bank, two points behind, needed a victory over
Muirkirk to tie, hence the extraordinary interest in the game.

The game opened evenly enough, and fast end-to-end play
kept the spectators on their toes. Well on in the half Bank
opened the scoring from a goalmouth scrimmage. Muirkirk
retaliated well and just before the interval Dempster levelled
the score. 1-1. In the second half Muirkirk had the Bank team
hemmed in their own half for most of the time, and a stirring
game ended in a draw, with the Championship going to
Muirkirk.

Muirkirk team:—W. Dodds; J. Walker, T. Brown; J. Hodge,
T. Hazel, T. Wallace; T. Dempster, C. Wilson, W. Boland, J.
Loggie, W. Hogg.

The boys were given a great reception on their return with
the Cup, and, led by the Southside Pipe Band, who also trav-
elled to New Cumnock for the match, motored slowly round
the town amidst hearty cheering.

A praise-worthy performance of our local schoolboy foot-
ballers is their going through the entire season without losing
a game in their Cup, League and friendly engagements (and
there were quite a few of these). It will probably be a long
time ere such again happens.

The exploits of the School team did a lot to lift the gloom
which was prevalent in the village through short-time work-
ing at the pits and the high unemployment in the district. It
also in its own way, by reviving local interest in football, did a
lot to ensure the resuscitation of Junior football in Muirkirk in
the coming years.

The following is the complete

LEAGUE TABLE

P W D L F A Pts
Muirkirk 18 14 4 0 96 19 32
Bank 18 13 4 1 69 13 30
N/Cumnock 18 14 2 2 77 25 30
Cumnock 18 11 1 6 57 31 23
Lugar 18 8 4 6 54 43 20
Mauchline 18 5 1 12 43 50 11
Skares 18 3 1 14 15 65 7
Darnconner 18 0 0 18 11 118 0
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STILL ANOTHER CUP FOR MUIRKIRK
A cup competition sponsored by Cumnock & Mauchline
Junior F.A. was competed for by the district schools, and yet
again Muirkirk proved their worth. They beat Cronberry 5-1
in the first round, and accounted for Lugar in the semi-final 2-
1. This set up a final tie with Drongan, and the files reported
the game thus:—

Records are made to be broken, but it looks a safe wager it
will be a long time before the record set up by Muirkirk H.G.
School team this year will be broken. Unbeaten in Bute Cup
and League competitions, the local team went one better on
Friday night (25th August) at Auchinleck, when in the final
tie of the Cumnock and Mauchline J.F.A. Cup competition
they won to the tune of eight goals to one, to secure the hand-
some Cup once fought for by the Juniors. In short—three com-
petitions, three cups. It turned out to be a rather one-sided
affair in the first half with Muirkirk leading 7-1 at the interval.
Drongan resisted better in the second half, but another goal by
Boland finished the scoring.

The Muirkirk team was:—W. Dodds; J. Walker, G. Brad-
ford; J. Hodge (Capt.), T. Hazle, T. Wallace; J. Loggie, C.
Wilson, W. Boland, T. Brown, W. Hogg.

Thus the 1933 season was brought to a close, and probably
for many years to come it will be referred to with pride and
joy as a record year for Muirkirk H.G. School team.

A photograph of Willie Boland, described as the Muirkirk
H.G. team's James McGrory, appeared in the “Daily Record.”
Willie's 82 goals in 32 games deserve a creditable mention.

GRASSHILL PIT CLOSED—AGAIN

Owing to lack of orders, Grasshill Colliery is again be-
ing closed down for an indefinite period. The majority of the
200 workers employed withdrew their “graith” on Friday (14th
April), with about 20 men kept on to make the necessary prepa-
rations for the closing down of the Colliery. Work was re-
sumed only in October last after a stoppage lasting over five
months, and probably this period will again elapse before a
re-opening may be anticipated.

And from the 11th May Issue:—
Serious Outlook at Glenbuck

It now seems definite that Grasshill Pits are to be closed for
good. All paraphernalia has been cleared out of No. 1 Pit, and
brought to the surface, and there is now a staff of men in No.
2 Pit drawing pumps, girders, &c., and bringing everything to
the surface except the large quantity of coal that is believed to
be lying there. The decision of the owners to close down is a
serious blow to the little village that has left a bright spot in
history. It has cast quite a gloom over the village, as there is
no other work in the place for the men thrown out of employ-
ment.

SOUTHSIDE IMPROVEMENTS (August)

We learn that an agreement has been reached between
Messrs Baird & Dalmellington, Ltd., and Ayrshire County
Council with regard to improvements to houses on the South-
side. These are:—Each house is to have water introduced by
placing a sink in the kitchen; the existing dry closets are to be
replaced by water closets, the ashpits being done away with,
and additional water closets made so as to provide one water
closet for each house; in some cases pavements will be con-
structed in front of the houses. As regards the single-apart-
ments on the west side of Linkieburn and two at Stableyard,
owing to the difficulty and impractability of adapting them to
meet requirements, it is suggested that they be abandoned.
Other necessary repairs are to be carried through to the satis-
faction of the County Council.

SEEN AND HEARD

About twenty workers employed at the foundry and work-
shops of Messrs Baird & Dalmellington, Ltd., were paid off,
and it is expected that some shops may be closed permanently.

As the result of being knocked down by a train at Palmer's
Crossing, Grace Marshall, aged 6 years, died later in Yorkhill
Hospital

In July 5-year-old Mary Murray was knocked down by a
horse-drawn van of the Co-operative Society, but later died in
Yorkhill Hospital.

The Dux Medallist at Muirkirk School was Elizabeth
Mclntosh.

Caretaker's House at Masonic Hall was converted into a
lesser hall and kitchen and toilets added. The caretaker will be
accommodated in an apartment downstairs.

Mr Thomas Picken, caretaker at the Ironworks Institute was
killed in a road accident near Airdsmill.

Death was announced at the Old Post Office of Miss Polly
Blackwood, who resigned a couple of years ago as Sub-Post-
mistress.

Mr W. C. Muir promoted Clydesdale Bank Agent at
Muirkirk in place of Mr John Henderson.

The new S.M.T. bus garage at Smallburn was built in No-
vember.

Mr James McCall, Furnace Road, was killed in an accident
at Kames Colliery.

The new Pithead Baths at Kames Colliery were opened in
September.

EXTRACT FROM “THE MAKING OF SCOTLAND”

The following should never fade from the memory of Scots-
men. It was a declaration made at a Scottish Parliament at
Arbroath in 1319.

"While there exist a hundred of us we will never sub-
mit to England. We fight not for glory, wealth, or hon-
our, but for that liberty which no virtuous man shall
survive."

The above took place after King Robert the Bruce had been
thrice excommunicated by Pope John because he (the Pope)
got no reply to his letters sent to Bruce, including an order
from the Pope to meet him along with the Scottish Bishops at
Avignon. Bruce's reason for this inattention was that the Pope
addrtlessgd him as Governor of Scotland instead of King of
Scotland.

BUSINESS CENTENARY (1st June)

This month marks the centenary of the grocery business
presently carried on by Miss Janet Johnstone at Furnace Road.
The business was founded at Smallburn in the year 1833 by
Mrs Archibald Wallace, whose husband was local manager of
the Muirkirk Estate (then owned by Lord Henry Bentinck),
and after three years was transferred to the present premises
in Furnace Road. Mrs Wallace died in 1871, when the busi-
ness was taken over by her daughter, Mrs Johnstone (perhaps
better known locally as Jess Wallace), and eventually by the
present owner—a grand-daughter of Mrs Johnstone, and thus
a great grand-daughter of the founder of the business.

VITAL STATISTICS, 1932

Births—98 (this included three sets of twins), as against 80
last year, and an unusual feature of the year was that none
were registered during the month of September.

Marriages—25, compared with 32 last year.
Deaths—44, six more than last year.
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In the following issue appeared a tribute from Mr D. Millar,

THE LATE THOMAS FLOYD )
Ayr, entitled:

It is with deep regret we have this week (27th July) to

chronicle the death of one who has from time to time since
the comencement of the “Advertiser” contributed local rhymes
and bits of local history for the amusement and information
of our readers—Mr Thomas Floyd,
Woodside, for as well as being a valued
contributor, he was a personal friend. Tom
was pottering about in his garden last Fri-
day, and he collapsed suddenly on Satur-
day morning. Mr Floyd was a railway en-
gine-driver, and retired from active serv-
ice about five years ago. He was a keen
student of Nature and the sciences—as-
tronomy, geology, botany, &c., and was
a rhymer of no mean order. His volume
of poems—*“Cairntable Rhymes,” reached its second edition.
Being of a backward and blate disposition, he was seldom
seen in public; he “lived” in the country, and the meanest of
flowers claimed his admiration. To Mrs Floyd and family we
extend sincere sympathy, and we shall miss his pawky and
often humorous efforts in these columns. To use his own word,
he has got “the ca’,” and it may be appropriate that we reprint
a poem he wrote immediately after his retirement. The poem
was an epistle to his friend, Mr David Millar, Ayr.—

Man, Davie, | was prood indeed
When | received your welcome screed;
It weel conveys frae end tae end

The he'rtfelt wishes o' a friend

On my retirement frae the strife

O' railway engine-drivin' life.

Weel, Davie lad, nae doot ye ken
I'm vergin' on three score an' ten;
Lang fifty-six o' thae I've given

In railway wark tae earn a livin',

An' wi' much faucht an' watchfu' een
I've kept my workin' record clean.

In a' thae years I'm prood tae state

| for my wark was never late;
Strong drink! I never felt its poo'er,
Nor Nicotine's allurin' lure,

An' maist as yaul as in my prime,
But Labour dubbed my age a crime.

For in this age o' push an' go

Three score an' ten is dubbed too slow;
When time begins tae gray your pow
“Too old!” is Labour's verdict now;
“Away! make room for younger men,”
I'm shunted noo in life's deid-en'.

But though my sun is nearly set

There's smeddum in the auld dug yet;
Though Labour placed me on the shelf,
Thank God! I can employ myself;

Wi' nature's God I'll spen’ my ‘oors

An' delve amang my shrubs an' floo'ers.

An' in Woodside's wee hamely biggin,
When winter's snaw lies on the riggin’,
Snug in beside the inglenook

I'll spen’ my time wi' some guid book,
An' thus employed await the ca'

That sune or late comes tae us a'.

THE LATE THOMAS FLOYD

The Muirlan' bard has left behind
The scenes he lov'd so well

(“Where Brown and Adam sleep beneath
Auld Scotland's heather bell”).

"Twas there he spent youth's happy days,
He there to manhood grew,

Twas there, when toil was set aside,
He sweet retirement knew.

He sang of Wellwood's winding vale,
Cairntable and Wardlaw,

The sheltered shades o' Auldhouseburn,
And any a leafy shaw.

He praised the poets of the place
With facile, fluent pen—

McMurdo, Adamson, Whyte and Hodge,
And other worthy men.

Anent his upland, wind-swept home
He legends could unfold—
Traditions of the distant past—
Of daring needs and bold.
And often on an ev'ning hour
He found a joy and pride,
When friends forgathered round the hearth
In his wee cot, Woodside.

And now his spirit's sped away
To land of evergreen,

And joined the tuneful, chosen choir,
'Mid radiant, restful scene.

And we, who tread the path of life,
Bright hope will entertain

That when we too shall cross the bourne,
Our friend we'll meet again.

'Phone—New Cumnock 46,

John Trottér; Sons, & Co.,

Limited,
The Drapery Specialists.

SPECIAL DISPLAY--

Dresses, Blouses, Anklo Sox, ete., suitable for warm

weather,

Keep (ool snd Comfortable by buying your wear ab

TROTTER'S,

Feasonable Goods for Gentlemen's Wear at

John Trotter, Sons, & Co., Ltd,

NOTE.—Save up for a Grest Eud of Season Sale to
be adversised shortly,

Mulrkirk 38,
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1933

BIRTHS

BLAIKIE.—At Oban on 27th January, to Mr and Mrs David
Blaikie; a son.

MATTHEWS.—At 1 Wellwood Avenue on 14th February, to
Mr and Mrs S. C. Matthews; a daughter.

CAMERON.—In U.S.A. on 21st May to Mr and Mrs R.
Cameron; a son

SMITH.—At Crawford on 22nd May to Mr and Mrs A. Smith;
ason.

TELFORD.—In Australia on 22nd December to Mr and Mrs
Fred Telford; a son.

MARRIAGES

CHARLES HAWKINS to ELIZABETH WEIR on 6th Febru-
ary

JOHN WEIR to FRANCES SIPMAN on 20th April.

JOHN COSTLEY to MARION ROBB on 9th July.

DEATHS

TELFER.—At Sandbank on New Year's morning, Helen C.
Telfer.

PEARSON.—At Motherwell on 6th January, Sophie Pearson
(of Glenbuck).

HENDRY.—At Main Street on 18th January, David Hendry,
aged 66 years.

YOUNG.—At Mossend, Main Street, on 25th inst, Margaret
Docherty.

CLOSE.—In U.S.A. on 25th January, Jane Close (late of
Linkieburn).

MAXWELL.—At Tarbert on 6th February, Margaret
Symington.

STIRLING.—At Kilmarnock on 12th February, John Stirling.

CAMERON.—At Linkieburn House on 17th February, Alex-
ander Cameron, aged 74 years.

MARTIN.—In U.S.A. on 31st January, Marion Muir (late of
Glenbuck).

McNEIL.—On 22nd February, Thomas McNeil (late Watch-
maker of Main Street, Muirkirk).

WELSH.—At Co-operative Buildings, Main Street, on 25th
February, Elizabeth Wilson, aged 75 years.

MARSHALL.—At Yorkhill on 25th March, Grace Marshall,
aged 6 years (of 54 Springhill Terrace).

FLOYD.—In Australia on 14th February, William Floyd, aged
76 years.

JACK.—At Albert Cottages on 5th April, Jane Jack.

MATHIESON.—At Edinburgh on 7th April, James Mathieson,
aged 1 year and 5 months.

ROSS.—At High Valleyfield on 14th April, Jane Cochrane.

SMITH.—At Glasgow on 4th May, Adam Smith, aged 63 years
(of Grasshill Row, Glenbuck).

KILPATRICK.—At Greenock on 16th May, Annie Kilpatrick,
aged 25 years.

MORRAN.—A 27 Glasgow Road on 6th June, David Morran,
aged 39 years.

NORTH.—At London on 13th June, George North, aged 34
years (late of Inglewood, Wellwood Street).

HOGG.—At Glasgow on 16th June, John Hogg, master baker,
aged 77 years.

QUEEN.—At 98 Main Street on 6th July, Margaret Queen,
aged 7 years.

DODDS.—At Linkieburn Square on 8th July, William Dodds.
McKEAN.—At 135 Main Street on 10th July, Sarah Logan.

LESLIE.—At Glasgow on 14th July, William Leslie, aged 59
years (of Burnbrae Cottage).

SHORT.—At Vass's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 15th July,
Rebecca McGowan, aged 42 years.

WILSON.—At Glasgow on 18th July, John Wilson (of
Middlefield Drive).

FLOYD.—At Woodside on 22nd July, Thomas Floyd, retired
engine-driver

HIGGINS.—At Garronhill on 11th August, Mary Ross, aged
60 years.

VALLANCE.—At Darvel on 14th August, James Vallance,
aged 68 years.

SLOAN.—At Ronaldo Place on 22nd August, Mary Arbuckle,
aged 64 years.

MURDOCH.—In Trinidad on 21st August, Thomas Smith (of
Townhead Farm).

GIBSON.—At Gibson's Buildings, Main Street, on 27th Au-
gust, Robert Gibson, aged 75 years.

SMITH.—At Eglinton Arms Hotel on 26th August, John
Grigor Smith, aged 47 years.

McCALLUM.—At Glasgow on 3rd September, Bessie Semple
(of Linburn, Muirkirk).

BLACKWOOD.—At Old Post Office on 11th September,
Polly Blackwood (late Postmistress).

McKINNON.—At Albert Place on 10th September, John
McKinnon, aged 43 years.

GEBBIE.—At 10 OId Terrace on 10th September, George
Gebbie, aged 83 years.

MARSHALL.—At Burnside, Muirkirk, on 14th September,
Margaret Marshall, aged 91 years.

GAW.—At 5 Old Terrace on 23rd September, David Gaw,
aged 65 years.

BONE.—At Kerr's Buildings, Glenbuck, on 2nd October,
William Bone, aged 75 years.

NICOL.—At Barrhead on 13th October, Robert Nicol.

MARSHALL.—At Hillside Cottage, Glenbuck on 4th Novem-
ber, Forbes Marshall.

GIBSON.—At Ronaldo Place on 10th November, William
Gibson, aged 49 years.

BAIRD.—At 87 Main Street on 13th November, Elizabeth
James, aged 57 years.

IRVINE.—At 15 Springhill Terrace on 20th November,
Hannah Wilson, aged 64 years.

KAIN.—At Dreghorn on 25th November, Jessie Beck.

McCALLUM.—At 1 Wellwood Crescent on 27th November,
John McCallum.

TAYLOR.—At Douglas Place on 7th December, John Taylor
(for 34 years foreman engineer with Wm. Baird & Co.),
aged 75 years.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN
(1934)

GHOSTS OF MUIRKIRK

BEENIE

Less than a hundred years ago superstition had still a firm
grip on Scotland, and the belief in witches, fairies, ghosts,
wraiths, warnings, omens, second sight, and old freits, greatly
influenced the lives of the Scottish peasantry. Consequently,
most villages in Scotland had a local spook or haunted house,
and our own village, always in the front with everything good
(and bad) had two—the old Wellwood House and Midhouse
of Kames. From stories handed down to us, Wellwood House
was haunted by a young lady known as Beenie's Ghost.

Who Beenie was when she was in the flesh, and what the
tragedy was that prevents her from resting in her grave, tradi-
tion has left us guessing. In the Wellwood House there was an
upstairs apartment known as Beenie's room, and this room
was said to be her headquarters. When she took a notion to
have a midnight ramble, she was seen to leave the room, flit
down the stairs and glide away in the direction of the “Lang
Plantin'.” This plantin' extended from Entryhead to
Haystackhill on the south side of the Cumnock road, and was
composed of giant beech, ash, and plane trees. Some of the
old trees may still be seen on the very edge of a later planta-
tion. The “Lang Plantin™ was said to be a favourite howf of
Beenie's, as she was often seen there walking under the trees
weeping and wringing her hands. If she chanced to be dis-
turbed she disappeared in the direction of Wellwood House.

On the stair leading to beenie's room one of the steps was
stained with several splashes of what looked like blood, and
the servants when washing the stair always scrubbed the stain
off, but the next day they were there bright as ever. About the
middle of last century a Muirkirk joiner named Swinton was
down at the Wellwood House doing some repairs, and one of
the servants drew his attention to the step. He said he would
soon sort that. So he removed the step and put in a new one.
Strange to say, in less than two hours he was a corpse. To
explain this, however, Swinton had been on the sick list for
some time, and was taking a tonic prescribed by his doctor to
be taken after food. The tonic was sent down along with his
dinner to the Wellwood every day during the time he was there,
but on that particular day, owing to some mistake, a bottle of
poison was sent down instead of the tonic. Swinton, without
noticing the difference, took it after his dinner, and died as
stated above—a pure accident and coincidence. But supersti-
tion blamed poor Beenie.

In the early sixties of last century a young man named Jack
Grass was under-keeper on Wellwood Estate. He was a harem-
scarum dare-devil, and was oftner drunk than sober. One night,
after being up in the village drinking with some companions,
he arrived back at the Wellwood in a very tipsy condition and
declared his intention to sleep in Beenie's room. Although ad-
vised against it, he did so. The next morning he was asked
how he had fared. He replied that he would never tell a living
soul his night's experience, and that though they promised him
the Wellwood Estate, he would never sleep another night in
Beenie's room. Judging from the tipsy condition he was in
when he went to bed, he must have spent the night fighting
blue devils and pink snakes. Superstition blamed poor Beenie.
All the same, from that night till he left the Wellwood with his
tte)mployer (Mr Critchley) Grass remained a silent, morose, so-

er man.

About eighty years ago, the Wellwood Home Farm, which
at that time stood a few yards from Wellwood House was oc-
cupied by an old lady named Mrs Mahoul. As she had spent

most of her life on the farm, she was often asked for informa-
tion anent Beenie and her life story. All the information she
could give was that Beenie was just Beenie, and she whilst got
a gliff o' her in the bygaun. Her information either proved
Beenie's ghost was no myth, or else the old lady was endowed
with a supernatural inferior complex. However, when the old
Wellwood House was demolished in the late seventies of last
century, Beenie must have changed her lodgings, as she has
never been seen or heard since.

When some of the younger generation read this article |
expect they will consider in “bosh.” Nevertheless, Beenie and
her “ongauns” were firmly believed in by the old folk of eighty
years ago.

MIDHOUSE-OF-KAMES

Midhouse-of-Kames was another old house said to be
haunted. It stood on the side of the Springhill Road near where
the present Midhouse Row terminates, and comprised a sto-
rey and attic, with a stable at one end and a milkhouse and
byre at the other. As it is not mentioned in any of the books
relating to the history of Muirkirk, its age can only be guessed,
but judging from its aged and weather-worn appearance it must
have been a farmhouse for a long period of years, and why
and when it was reduced to the status of an ordinary dwelling-
house I am unable to say. However, it was let as a dwelling-
house in 1863, and a railwayman who had been transferred to
Muirkirk applied for and obtained its tenancy, but before he
occupied it the neighbours warned him that the house was
haunted, and told him a number of hair-raising stories anent
the strange “doings” of the spook or spooks. Some of the sto-
ries are worth repeating.

An old shepherd named Tweedie, who had been employed
at Midhouse and slept in the attic at night, said he was sitting
at the fireside one night reading, with his dog lying at his feet,
when he heard the sound of footsteps ascending the stair, en-
tering the attic, walking round the floor, then departing the
way they had come. Tweedie said he saw nothing, but when
the footsteps were heard in the attic the dog gave an unearthly
howl, leapt through the attic window, and was found next
morning badly injured by the broken glass, and by neither
coaxing nor force could the dog be induced to enter the attic
as long as it lived.

A milliner, named Miss Macfarlane, said she was one night
working late, preparing hats for a wedding party. When she
had finished she hung them on the snags of an old tree stump
she kept in the attic for that purpose, and retired to rest. She
lay a short time viewing the hats and calculating her profits,
when without the least warning the stump crashed to the floor.
In a fright she drew the bedclothes over her head and sobbed
herself to sleep, feeling quite sure the hats were destroyed and
that she was ruined. When she wakened in the morning she
was overjoyed to find the stump standing, with the hats on the
snags undamaged as she had left them.

A Mrs Gibson said her sister had occasion to pass Midhouse
one winter night at a late hour. She arrived home in a fainting
condition, and told them that when coming past Midhouse a
white lady suddenly appeared at her side and kept step with
her till near the foot of the square, when she vanished as sud-
denly as she had appeared. The girls's fright developed into a
severe nervous break-down which proved too much for her,
and she died shortly afterwards.

The railwayman, after hearing the above stories and a few
more in the same strain, was half inclined to cancel his tenacy,
but, on second thoughts, as it was a suitable house with a low
rental (E1 per annum) he decided to risk it. Three years passed,
and during all that time the spook or spooks lay low and did
“nuffin.” However, one night in November, 1867, three of
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the family (all boys) who slept together in the attic went up to
their bed. They were scarcely under the blankets when a strange
moaning sound commenced in the attic, apparently from some
person in great pain. One of the boys whispered to his brother—
“What is that, Johnnie?” He had scarcely finished speaking
when bedclothes, boys, bed, and bed rungs were tossed on to
the centre of the floor. And there they were—a mix-up of yell-
ing boys and a sound as if two individuals were wrestling round
the attic in a death struggle. When the parents heard the racket
the father rushed up the stair, and pushing the door open, cried
“In heaven's name what's that?” In an instant all was silent
except the sobbing of two of the boys; the other one had fainted.
Leaving the mother, who had arrived with a light, to attend to
the boys, the father searched the closets, examined the win-
dow, and looked up the chimney, but could find no indication
of anyone having been in the attic. After removing the boys
downstairs he locked the door, and kept it locked till he ob-
tained the tenancy of a house in the village.

It has often been said that truth is stranger than fiction, and
it was truly so in this case. | singled out the three detailed
stories because | had absolute faith in the veracity of the tell-
ers, and | can vouch for the truth of the attic incident, as the
railwayman was my father, and | was one of the boys.

The old house was demolished a number of years a go, and
the stones were used in the building of the shepherd's house
nearer Springhill.

THOMAS FLOYD
Woodside, Muirkirk.

VITAL STATISTICS, 1933

Births—85. As against 98 last year.

Marriages—16. Compared with 25 last year. It is interest-
ing to note that the number of marriages recorded is
the lowest since 1887, and along with the figures for
1869 is the second lowest since registration was
commenced in 1855.

Deaths—47. Which was three more than last years

DROWNING TRAGEDY

Quite a wave of regret swept over the town on Tuesday
afternoon (14th January) when it was learned that Mr Thomas
Gourlay, printer, Girvan, had been the victim of a drowning
accident an hour or two previously. Tom and ex-Provost
McPhail had been to attend a funeral at Dunure, and after land-
ing the Provost at Dunure Post Office, Tom was to turn the
saloon motor car at the harbour, but in reversing ran the car
into the harbour. About half-an-hour elapsed before the body
was recovered, and although artificial respiration was resorted
to it was of no avail. Although not exactly a native of this
parish, being only a year or two old when he was brought to
Muirkirk, he was reared within its confines. After a year or
two underground, he began to learn his trade in the “Adver-
tiser” Office here, and after about 10 years' tuition he entered
into partnership with his employer (Mr William Shaw Smith,
Editor) in a business in Girvan, but shortly after returning from
France in 1919 he secured the sole control of the business.
Tom was a frequent visitor to Muirkirk and his friends here.
He took quite a part in the social life of Girvan, especially in
the sporting side, he being a fair football player in his youth,
indeed many hold that the Rennie-Gourlay combination
formed the best right-wing that ever donned the Muirkirk Ath-
letic's colour. For a time Tom was on the board of the Ayr-
shire and the Scottish Football Associations. He leaves a
widow, a son, and a daughter; his son assisting him in the
business.

MORE STATISTICS

Here are some more interesting details about local statis-
tics. For the year 1933 there were 47 deaths in Muirkirk, and
of these

1 was over 90 years

4 were over 80 years

11 between 70 and 80 years
8 between 60 and 70 years

It is remarkably to think that more than the half of our deaths
last year were of those over the age of 60 years. To further
show that our people are more healthy, we have patiently
searched records, and find that for ten-year stages the aver-
aged were as follows:—

1873-1883 average deaths 99.6 per year
1883-1893 average deaths 86.1 per year
1893-1903 average deaths 74.6 per year
1903-1913 average deaths 62.8 per year
1913-1923 average deaths 55.4 per year
1923-1933 average deaths 42.2 peryear

Yet some people talk of the "good old days," and decry those
who advocate improvements in all our health services.

Our heaviest death rate occurred in the following years:—

1863—117 deaths 1880—110 deaths
1877—156 deaths 1887—100 deaths
1879—112 deaths 1888—107 deaths
Many of our older people can recall the occasions men-
tioned, and assume the causes. Black plagues, etc., are blamed,
but the true causes were undoubtedly (1) overcrowded and
poor housing conditions, (2) lack of sanitation, (3) scarcety of
proper nourishment, (4) inadequate medical services.

When the effects of the improvements are studied carefully,
one should appreciate the more the time we are living in, and
compliment our forebears in bringing about improvements and
leaving the world so much better than they found it—a policy
we all should follow.

RATES AND TAXES

The following table shows how the rates have risen over the
years in Scotland:—

Year Average Rate Per Head of Pop.
s d £ s d
1893-94 3 0 017 7
1903-04 3 10 1 55
1913-14 4 11 115 8
Post War
1918-19 5 9 2 111
1920-21 9 10 319 1
1922-23 8 9 315 5
1924-25 8 8 319 0
1926-27 9 7 4 9 3
1928-29 10 0 416 2
1929-30 8 9 4 5 8

HUSBAND REFUSED DIVORCED

A husband who on returning home from work one night
found the house closed and his belongings in a box on the
doorstep, has been refused decree of divorce by Lord Fleming
in the Court of Session because he never took any steps of any
kind to induce his wife to resume cohabitation with him.

The action was by David Forbes, surface roadman, Pearson's
Buildings, Smallburn, against Joan Millar or Campbell or
Forbes, whose present address was unknown to the pursuer.
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A LITTLE MORE OF TIBBIE PAGAN
A few weeks ago we gave a short resume of Tibbie Pagan's
book, “A Collection of Songs and Poems on Several Occa-
sions,” which evoked much interest, and it is perhaps right that
any first-hand information with regard to this local poetess and
contemporary of Burns should be put on record.

Itisnotsuch afar cry to Tibbie Pagan's time after all, and we
are sure it is not common knowledge that the mother of the late
Mr John Hodge, Sen., of the Baird Institute, and the late Mr
James M. Hodge of Furnace Road (Mrs George Hodge, nee
Leezie McEwan) was as a girl Tibbie's constant companion
while she was at home in her cottage by the Garpel Water. The
information here given was communicated from the lips of Mrs
Hodge (or Granny Hodge as she was familiarly called in her
later years) to the present generation of relatives. Granny
Hodge's parents resided in the Coutburn Row, a little beyond
Springhill on the Sanquhar Road.

For a living Tibbie went about the herd's houses in the
Muirkirk, Kirkconnel, and Sanquhar districts doing a week's
sewing, darning, knitting, or nursing as required, while she was
the star turn at rockings with her songs and stories. (A rocking
was a friendly visit in which neighbours met during the
moonlight nights of winter and spring, and spent the evening
alternately in one another's houses). In winter, when snow or
other circumstances prevented her visiting the herds, she spun
wool for them. Naturally she came a lot about the home of
Granny Hodge's people.

In her later years Granny Hodge had a little shop, and sold
brown robin, treacle ale, biscuits, etc., and when the treacle ale
bottles plunked of their own accord, the boys (especially her
relations) were ready and willing to assist with the disappear-
ance of the luxury, and who knows but that they also assisted
with the spontaneous (?) plunking!

SEEN AND HEARD

Miss Lois Phillips, daughter of the former headmaster at
Muirkirk H.G. School, Mr James Phillips, was selected as Scot-
land's most beautiful girl in the “Daily Record and Sunday
Mail” beauty contest.

In March Rev. David Crosbie, B.D. (a Muirkirk man), was
ordained to the pastoral charge of Sandylands.

Muirkirk experienced a heatwave in July of 1934 when a
temperature of 76 degrees was recorded.

The Rev. David Crosbie, B.D., married Miss Janet
Henderson, daughter of the Parish Minister, Rev. John
Henderson, who gave the bride away.

Mr and Mrs James H. Law, 10 Furnace Road, celebrated
their diamond wedding on 25th September. Mr Law was an
iron roller at the forge for the long period of 49 years.

Mr Robert Thomson, Heath View, Main Street, was ap-
pointed caretaker at the Baird Institute in place of Mrs Park,
who resigned.

Mr G. W. Howieson was appointed general Manage of
Kames Colliery.

More new Council houses were built at Garronhill and
Middlefield Drive.

Permission was granted for the demolition of twelve house
on the west side of Old Linkieburn, Nos. 51 to 57.

For Sale.

'[) ARLOUR SUITE, Rexine, 7-Piece; 4 Kibchen
_ Chairs, 1 Arm Chair. Any article sold
separately.  Cheap to clear. Apply Wm. Rowe,
Wellwood Stress.

q OR 8ALE, Gas Cooker (Main), also Oven Grate,
42 inches. Apply R. Thomson, Furnace Road.

GLENBUCK RE-UNION

In March the very first re-union of Glenbuck folks over the
age of sixty years took place in the Public Hall. Mr John
Rodger, Headmaster, was in the chair. In his remarks Mr
Rodger said he first visited Glenbuck in December, 1885, just
before his commencement of duties in the opening week of
1886, when, according to the Ayrshire Geography, the popu-
lation was 365. A few years later, however, a census proved
the population to be 1,174. Long before he knew it, Glenbuck
was famous in history—in Covenanting times when men con-
tended and suffered for civil and religious liberty. Then came
the industry of iron and ore smelting, but this lasted less than
20 years. Later, a number of weavers combined their industry
with that of farming. They died out, too, the last weaver pass-
ing in 1880. However, all would remember the houses in Stair
Row, where the weavers used to live. After the weaving in-
dustry coal mining began to prosper. First there was the
Eglinton Iron Coy., then the Cairntable Coy., followed by the
Auchenstilloch Coal Coy. It would mow be well over eighty
years since the Eglinton Iron Coy. started Maidenbank Pit,
which was abandoned in a few years. Other pits, all well known
to his hearers, were afterwards developed—Grasshill,
Galawhistle, Davie, etc. Mentioning the pits recalled the names
of the manager at Grasshill—Mr McCulloch, and his faithful
assistant, Mr Andrew Tait; and Mr Muir and Mr Robert Croshie
of Cairntable Pits.

MINING FIGURES
It is interesting to note the findings of a survey carried out
by the Clydesdale Bank regarding economic conditions in
Scotland, and we reprint the figures of the mining industry:—

Average No. of Production
Year Persons Employed (000 Tons)
1913 139,424 42,456
1923 143,267 38,495
1933 80,350 28,264
Wage earners on Colliery books at:—
December, 1933 81,859
Wage earners unemployed at:—
December 1933 27,815

Wage earners temporarily stopped at:
December, 1933 1,651
Per centage rate of Unemployment—25.1

SCHOOLS FOOTBALL

Another good year for Muirkirk H.G. team, when they won
the Bute Cup for the second season in succession. They beat
Bank P.S. (New Cumnock) by 3-0 at Rosebank Park, Lugar.
The Muirkirk team was:—G. Wallace; J. Walker, T. Muir; C.
Murray, J. Loggie, T. Brown; W. Walker, W. Barrie, T. Demp-
ster, T. Barr, W. Hogg. The scorers were W. Walker, J. Loggie,
and C. Murray.

The Muirkirk lads had a great try at winning the League for
a second time, but they could only finish in second place. It
should be noted that Auchinleck scratched half way through
the season, and all points won against them were deducted.
The writer thought that had Auchinkleck completed their
games then the title would have went to Muirkirk
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1934

BIRTHS

LONSDALE.—At Glasgow on 11th September to Mr and Mrs
T. Lonsdale; a son.

MACDOUGALL.—On 15th November to Mr and Mrs
MacDougall; a son.

WEDDINGS
JOHN WALLACE to HELEN MEIKLE on 24th March.
GEORGE HUNTER to JESSIE GOODING on 7th April.
THOMAS ROSS to HELEN McCALL on 1st June.
ANDREW WALLACE to GLADYS SMITH on 2nd June.
HUGH PARK to PRISCILLA WILSON on 15th June.
DOUGLAS DUNLOP to LILY HOGG on 12th July.
JOHN BROWN to ESMA MEECH on 4th June.
DAVID CROSBIE to JANET HENDERSON on 31st July.

ROBERT KIRKWOOD to ANNIE DALGRANO on1lst Au-
gust.

ANDREW LOGIE to ISABELLA RAE on 10th August.

DEATHS
GOURLAY.—Accidently drowned on 16th January, David
Gourlay, Printer, aged 53 years.
ARTHUR.—At 123 Main Street on 25th January, James
Arthur, aged 81 years.
THOMSON.—At Glasgow Road on 2nd February, Jean
Thomson, aged 83 years.
M'LACHLAN.—At Glasgow on 5th February, James
(Fleming) M'Lachlan, aged 33 years (of Holm Cottage).
ANDERSON.—At 68 Linkieburn Square on 13th April,
George Anderson, aged 75 years.

THOMSON.—ALt 131 Main Street on 15th April, Margaret
Murdoch, aged 62 years.

LINDSAY.—At Glenbuck on 1st May, Robert Lindsay, aged
86 years.

CLOWES.—At 36 Garronhill on 11th May, Jessie Cummins,
aged 83 years.

WALLACE.—At 3 Ironworks Cottages on 17th May, James
Wallace, aged 52 years.

CROSBIE.—At Spireslack, Glenbuck, on 25th May, Andrew
Crosbie, aged 70 years.

BROWN.—At 27 Midhouse Row, on 4th June, Lucy Wood,
aged 56 years.

HAMILTON.—At Cambuslang on 4th July, James Hamilton,
aged 16 years.

M'MILLAN.—At Glasgow on 20th July, Catherine M'Millan,
aged 62 years.

MONTAGUE.—At Stewarton on 10th August, Jeanie Gibson
(of 2 Bridge Street).

PARK.—At Kilmarnock on 24th August, Andrew Park, aged
14%; years (of 73 Linkieburn Square).

HENDRY.—At Kirkcaldy on 5th September, David Hendry,
aged 27 years.

M'INTYRE.—At Garronhill on 21st September, James
M'Intyre, aged 75 years.

YOUNG.—ALt Aberdeen on 9th October, Jean Young.

MURRAY .—At Bankhead on 14th October, Janet Thomson,
aged 42 years.

PARK.—ALt 20 Kames Row on 8th October, Robert Park, aged
77 years.

HIGGINS.—At Glasgow on 22nd October (the result of an
accident), James Higgins, aged 41 years (of 53 Springhill
Terrace).

DOW.—At Glasgow on 2nd November (as the result of a burn-
ing accident), Elizabeth Dow, aged 15 years ( 69 Linkieburn
Square).

SHORT.—At Parkhead on 29th October, James Short (late of
Glenbuck), aged 75 years.

BAIN.—At Ashgill on 29th November, Richard Bain (late of
Glenbuck), aged 75 years.

COMMERCIAL NEWS

JOHN TROTTER, Sons, & Co., Limited,

announced the take over of the business previously carried on
by Mr James Steele (Draper), and the corner of Main Street
and the Glasgow Road.

HUGH KEENAN, Hairdresser

intimated that he had opened a Gent.'s Hairdressing Salon at
105 Main Street.

GEORGE SHANKS

(Watchmaker and Jeweller) announced that he was giving up
his business in Main Street.

Messrs NEIL BUCHANAN & SONS
(Plumbers & Slaters, Sanquhar and Muirkirk)

stated that they had relinquished the Muirkirk Branch of their
business.

JAMES GIBSON & SONS
OF SORN
Declared their intention of carrying on Business as Joiners,
Cart and Wheel Wrights, and Cabinet Makers, on the premises

formerly occupied by the late John D. Wood, Inglewood,
Muirkirk.

T. WOODBURN, Plumber & Slater

secured the premises lately occupied by N. Buchanan & Sons
at Victoria Buildings, main Street.

ELIZABETH McCALL

announced the commencement of business as a Ladies' Hair-
dresser at 8 Furnace Road.

Fishing Tackle. -3

RODS, REELS, LINES, GUT, HOOKS,
Best Quality.
Nicol Hamilton’s Trout Flies.

KENNEDY, Ironmonger.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT
(1935)

OLD MUIRKIRK

[The following is an excerpt from Pigot & Co.'s Scottish
Directory for 1837, and is interesting as showing the changes
since almost 100 years ago, and it will be noticed that a busi-
ness or two are mentioned that are still in existence. The cul-
ture of blackface sheep is evidently an old industry in the dis-
trict, as witness the premier prize at the Highland Show being
carried off in 1835 by a local animal. Many of the names are
quite familiar, and can be easily placed].

MUIRKIRK

is a thriving and considerable village, the capital of the parish
of its name, in the district of Kyle; 50 miles w.s.w. from Edin-
burgh, 30 s. from Glasgow, 26 e. by n. from Ayr, 24 s.e. from
Kilmarnock, and 16 n.w. from Sanquhar; situate near the right
bank of the water of Ayr, at the junction of the roads leading
from Glasgow to Dumfries, and from Edinburgh to Ayr; and
in a district rude and bleak, the land but being partially re-
claimed from its original mossy and moorish character; an-
other considerable portion, however, profitably employed in
grazing and pasture, and in 1835 the blackface sheep fed in
this parish carried the Highland Society's prize.

Though nature has not been bountiful to the farmer or en-
couraged the labours of the agriculturist, she has been abun-
dantly kind to the miner, for coal, iron, and limestone are lib-
erally dispensed throughout the territory. At the Muirkirk's
Iron Company's works are three blast furnaces, constantly in
operation, for the manufacture of pig iron; the malleable de-
scription is also produced here, both in a rolled and hammered
state. There are, besides, extensive tile and lime works, be-
longing to the Duke of Portland, who, with Lord Douglas and
the Hon. Colonel Cathcart, are the principal proprietors of the
land in this parish. Its length is nine miles, by an average
breadth of about six, bounded on the north-east by Douglas,
on the east by Kirkconnel, on the South by Cumnock, and on
the west by Loudoun. In the village are two libraries, which
are well conducted, and the like number of good inns—the
Black Bull and the Masons Arms. Fairs are held in the months
of July, August, and December.

Post Office—Adam McCaul, Post-Master—The English
and South letters arrive (from Douglas) every afternoon at half-
past one, and are despatched every morning at half-past eight.
Letters from Kilmarnock arrive every morning ay half-past
eight, and are despatched every afternoon at half-past one.

Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy

Alexander Aird, Esq., of Crossflatt.

Rev. John Aird.

Andrew Allison, Esq., of Tardoors.
William Brown, Esq., of Greenockmains.
Mr William Officer.

Mr William Pearson, Muirkirk.

Rev. James Symington, Manse.

Innkeepers and Vintners

Margaret Begg

James Gibson

John Johnstone

Robert Kay (Black Bull)

Samuel Taylor

Archibald Thomson (Masons Arms)

Schools

Robert Callan.

Ironworks Company's School—William Bryden, Master.
William Johnston.

James McCartney.

James Muir.

Shopkeepers and Traders

William Aird, Miller and Sawyer.

Margaret Bailey, Dress Maker.

John Begg, Smith and Farrier.

James Blackwood, Joiner.

Marion Blackwood, Dress Maker.

Brown & Wilson, Stone Masons.

Thomas Bryden, Shopkeeper.

Margaret Dollan, Draper.

John Ferguson, Manager of Collieries.

Janet and Ann Fletcher, Milliners and Dress Makers.

Jean Forrest, Shopkeeper.

James Gibson, Shopkeeper.

Margaret Gibson, Dressmaker.

David Gray, Surgeon.

Andrew Hamilton, Draper.

James Harkness, Boot and Shoe Maker.

David Holm, Tailor.

Archibald Kennedy, Surgeon.

James Kirkland, Tailor.

John Lapraik, Cooper.

Margaret Lennox, Dress Maker.

Adam McCaul, Merchant and Stamp Distributor.

John McClonnachan, Shoe Maker.

Margaret McGhee, Dress Maker.

John McKerrow, Ironmonger.

James Meikle, Blacksmith.

Joseph Muir, Grocer and Spirit Dealer.

Muirkirk Iron Company—Thomas Carswell and William
Falconer, resident Partners.

Alexandr Reid, Tailor.

Daniel Robertson, Draper.

John Robertson, Tailor

Hugh Smith, Boot and Shoe Maker.

James Smith, Boot and Shoe Maker

William Smith, Boot and Shoe Maker.

John Swinton, Joiner and Glazier.

Samuel Taylor, Shopkeeper.

Thomas, Telford, Tailor.

Robert Thomson, Grocer.

William Thomson, Tailor.

James Whyte, Manager of the Duke of Portland's Tile, etc.,
Works.

Thomas Whyte, Baker and Joiner.

Carriers

To Ayr—John Lambie, from the Black Bull, every Monday
and Thursday.

To Cumnock (Old)—John Kerr, from the Black Bull, every
Thursday and Friday, and Robert Latta every Thurs-
day.

To Edinburgh—Robert Latta, every Saturda.

To Glasgow—James Ronald, from his house, every Monday
and Thursday.

To Kilmarnock—John Kerr, from the Black Bull every
Tuesday and Friday.

To Mauchline—George Reid, from Samuel Taylor's every
Monday and Thursday.

To Ochiltree—John Lambie, from the Black Bull, every
Monday and Thursday.
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VITAL STATISTICS, 1934

During the year there were 75 births, as against 185 the
previous year; marriages were 21 (5 more); and 29 deaths com-
pared with 47 the previous year. It is most interesting to note
that the number of deaths is the lowest registered locally since
1855, when registration was commenced, while the number
of births, along with a similar number registered in 1929, also
shares the distinction of being the lowest since 1855. So far as
marriages were concerned, 1934 was a normal year.

VISIT OF HARRY LAUDER

The annual re-union of Muirkirk old folks was held in the
Ironworks Institute on 10th January, when an audience of 300
were present when no less a personality than Sir Harry Lauder,
the world famous Scots comedian, looked in to say “Hello!”
When the preliminaries of the evening were over, Sir Harry
Lauder and his niece, Miss Greta Lauder, arrived, and they
were given a great ovation. Sir Harry immediately took the
stage, and for about an hour he kept the large audience keenly
engrossed with his songs, jokes, and antics. His vocal num-
bers were—*“l Love a Lassie,” “Roamin’ in the Gloamin',”
“Flower o' the Heather,” and “Keep Right on to the End of the
Road,” and each was enthusiastically applauded. Comment-
ing on Sir Harry's performance, one could aptly quote the re-
mark of one admiring guest who was overheard to say—*"“Man,
he's guid! Ah could listen tae him a' nicht an' never tire.” Sir
Harry spoke of his last visit to Muirkirk, about 1899, and said
that when he was coming across the moors from Maybole to
Muirkirk he wrote the first verse and chorus of “I've Loved
Her Ever Since She Was a Baby,” and he had never forgotten
the song. He was very pleased to be present, and his only ex-
cuse was that he liked to come and see old folks who couldn't
come to see him. Before leaving, Sir Harry was asked by Mrs
(Granny) Gibney (92 years of age) to accept a useful meer-
schaum pipe as a memento of the occasion, while Mr C. P.
Bell handed over a box of chocolates to Miss Lauder. Sir Harry
returned thanks, and said that each time he “pu'ed and puffed”
at his pipe would remind him o' that nicht.

CHANGES IN THE VILLAGE.

The year 1935 was to see some startling changes to the ap-
pearance of Muirkirk. Ayr County Council made a clearance
order for the demolition of seven houses in Main Street known
as Nos. 46, 50, 52, and 58, and the 2 shops known as Nos. 48
and 54 Main Street. This was to make way for the Building of
the new houses across from the Central Bar.

Clearance orders were made for the area in Smallburn Road
containing the 8 houses known as Numbers 44, 46, 48, and 50
Smallburn Road. In the same vicinity a clearance order was
granted for the area containing 16 houses known as 68, 70,
72,74,76, 78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 92, 96, 98 and 100.

Also to be cleared were the area at Glenbuck containing the
16 houses known as Numbers 24 and 25 and 29 to 34 (inclu-
sive) Office Row, and 12 to 19 (inclusive) Old School Row,
Glenbuck.

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
South Ayrshire

Rt. Hon. James Brown (Labour) ................ 18,190
Major J. O. MacAndrew (Nat.) ......ccceevvene 13,386

Majority 4,804
There are 40,465 voters in the Constituency—20,546
and 19,919 women

SEEN AND HEARD

In March the death was announced of Rev. Colin A.
MacKenzie, who had been Minister at Glenbuck Church for
the last forty years.

Mrs Margaret Smith was granted a licence for the Eglinton
Arms Hotel, and Mr John W. Gray, Stonehouse, was granted
a licence for the Empire Bar, formerly held by Mr John Wil-
son, Sen., while Mr John Wilson, Jr., was granted a certificate
for the Royal Arms in Glenbuck, formerly held by his father.

Alexander Prentice, Garronhill, was killed in an under-
ground accident at Kames Colliery.

The Dux Medallist at Muirkirk H.G. School was Andrew
Barrie.

The Masonic Bowling Trophy was won by two rinks from
Muirkirk Preceptory composed of—(1) Andrew Pringle, James
R. Wilson, James Bell, Hugh Bell; (2) Andrew Findlay, Wil-
liam Patrick, Robert K. Wilson, John Guthrie.

Mr James Wilson, Glasgow Road, was appointed caretaker
at the Dundas Hall in place of Mr James Hodge.

In December, no application being received for the renewal
of the licence held by Mrs Lindsay for the Kyle Inn, the li-
cence automatically lapses. This is an old licence, and under
the name of "The Black Bottle," trading was carried on for
many years.

COUNCIL ELECTIONS
County Council Result

Henderson, Rev. JOhN ........ccccoeevvvevvecinenen. 755
Colthart, JOhN ....c..ccoveviiiiiece e 703

Majority 52

District Council Result

Henderson, Rev. JOhn .........ccccevivvviineenen, 701
Love, Hugh ... 565
Murdoch, Ronald ........c..ccocovvvvviiiiiiiieenen, 535
McLuskie, PELEN ......cocovveeieiiecer e, 388
McKenzie, Norman .........cccoevveevveeveciveennen, 382

It is understood that, as Rev. John Henderson has been suc-
cessful in the County Council Election, he will resign from
the District Council, and Mr Ronald Murdoch, Glenbuck, will
secure a seat in the District Council. There are two seats.

Rev. JOHN HENDERSON, B.D.
Who celebrated his Semi-Jubilee as Minister of Muirkirk
Parish Church in October
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1935

BIRTHS

HUNTER.—In South Africa on 20th March to Mr and Mrs
George S. Hunter; a son.

DUNLOP.—At Pollokshaws on 25th August to Mr and Mrs
D. Dunlop; a daughter.

WEIR.—In Ceylon on 20th August to Mr and Mrs J. S. Weir;
a son.

MARRIAGES
LESLIE HURST to ELIZABETH GRAY on 1st January.

Dr GEORGE M. SHAW SMITH to MARGARET WILLENS
on 25th January.

HAROLD BAIRD to MARGARET CLARK on 4th February.
THOMAS GARDINER to MARY SAMSON on 20th Feb.
ALEXANDER RAMSAY to SARAH STEVENSON
WILLIAM KINNAIRD to ELLEN MILLER on 12th July.
WILLIAM MILLAR to MARY WOOD on 25th October.

DEATHS

WALLACE.—At 137 Main Street on 24th December, 1934,
George Wallace, aged 71 years.

McCALL.—At Glasgow on 17th January, James McCall, aged
11 years (of 11 Wellwood Street).

MITCHELL.—At 127 Main Street on 13th January, Janet
Henderson, aged 63 years.

LAW.—At 10 Furnace Road on 27th January, Christina Law,
aged 84 years.

BARR.—At Glasgow on 27th January, Isabella Begg.

PARK.—At Garronhill on 28th January, Jane Dunbar, aged
81 years.

SAMSON.—At Kilmarnock on 31st January, Robert Samson,
Smallburn, aged 84 years.

DEVLIN.—At 50 Smallburn on 24th February, Peter Devlin,
aged 68 years.

KENNEDY.—At Glasgow on 28th February, John Kennedy
(Ironmonger).

KIRKWOOD.—At 125 Main Street on 11th March, Thomas
Kirkwood.

GOODLET.—At 1 Kames Row on 24th March, Sarah Blair,
aged 59 years.

HANNAH.—At Glasgow on 21st March, Robert Hannah (of
50 Kames Row).

MACKENZIE.—At The Manse, Glenbuck, on 27th March,
Rev. Colin A. Mackenzie.

DUNSMORE.—ALt 46 Kames Row on 29th March, Annette
Dunsmore, aged 2 years.

DAVIDSON.—At Glasgow on 12th April, Logie Davidson,
aged 31 years (of Douglas Place).

HAMILTON.—At Langloanhead, Muirkirk, on 14th April,
David Hamilton, aged 62 years.

MURDOCH.—At Ayr on 22nd April, Mary Forsyth, aged 83
years (of Linkieburn Square).

PRENTICE.—Accidentally killed in Kames Colliery on 18th

April, Alexander Prentice, aged 35 years. (of 32 Garron-
hill).

WILSON.—At Ardrossan on 29th April, Marion Brown, aged
76 years (of Smallburn).

WARDROP.—At Burns's Buildings on 12th May, Susan
Vallance, aged 67 years.

COLLOW.—At New Cumnock on 17th May, Kathrine Bell.

MURRAY.—At 18 Victoria Buildings on 22nd May, Thomas
Murray, aged 54 years.

SMITH.—At Ayr on 7th June, Isabella Aitken, aged 24 years
(of 92 Main Street).

PARK.—At Ayr on 17th June, Janet Park (of 23 Springhill
Terrace).

PARK.—At Garronhill on 22nd June, Robert Park, aged 74
years.

MURDOCH.—At 4 Jubilee Row, Glenbuck, on 29th June,
Robert Murdoch.

ALSTON.—At Sornlea on 6th July, Christina Baird, aged 74
years.

CLARK.—At Glasgow on 10th July, Andrew Clark, aged 1
year and 8 months (of 64 Main Street).

JACK.—At Glasgow on 23rd July, Janet France.

STIRLING.—At Kilmarnock on 19th July, Robert Stirling,
aged 58 years.

HILL.—At Glenafton on 30th July, John Hill, aged 44 years
(of 51 Kames Row).

ALEXANDER.—At Glasgow on 6th August, Samuel Alex-
ander, aged 53 years (of 41 Glasgow Road).

KENNEDY.—At 13 Park Terrace on 6th September, William
Kennedy, aged 58 years.

McKAY.—At Ayr on 22nd September, Agnes Hunter, aged
57 years (of 10 Woodview, Garronhill).

GIBSON.—At 75% Main Street on 9th October, Isabella Ross.

ROSS.—At 45 Glasgow Road on 20th October, Mary Ross,
aged 85 years.

VALLANCE.—At 47 Smallburn on 18th October, Elizabeth
McKinnon, aged 79 years.

McDONALD.—At Co-operative Buildings, Bridge Street, on
24th October, Thomas McDonald, aged 72 years.

BELL.—At Glasgow on 31st October, Joan Stevenson (of
Woodend, Muirkirk).

BRYCE.—At March House on 10th November, Thomas
Bryce.
TOWLE.—At Glasgow on 14th November, William Towle,
aged 8 years and 11 months (of 3 Ironworks Cottages).
NISBET.—At Wellwood Street on 26th November, William
Nisbet, aged 79 years

BAIRD.—At Kateshall on 3rd December, Euophemia Beck,
aged 83 years.

DEMPSTER.—At Co-operative Buildings, Kirkgreen, on 29th
November, Robert Dempster, aged 69 years.

HENDERSON.—At Cumnock on 18th December, John
Henderson.

MCcLATCHIE.—ALt 37 New Terrace on 17th December, James
McLatchie, aged 58 years.

ANDERSON.—At 47 Glasgow Road, on 21st December, Lily
Seymour, aged 83 years.

CO-OPERATIVE DIVIDEND
3/- per £1
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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE
(1936)

LOOKING BACK

Mr James Strickland, Colliery Manager, and a Muirkirk man
of course, who was stationed at Houldsworth, Patna, was the
guest speaker of the 1936 old folks' re-union in the Ironworks
Institute, and it is interesting to quote from his address.

Mr Strickland proposed to spend a wee while “ower the
watter.” And so they would commence by “knocking down”
the Institute and restoring in its place the old Castle, with its
white-washed walls. They would then rebuild the wee wooden
brig over the sheugh—the entrance from the main road to the
Castle grounds, where had dwelt their old friend, Tam
McQueen. After rebuilding the Castle they would knock down
the Kirk and the Manse, and restore that part of the old Square
which had to make way for the more modern buildings. Then
a large part of the stone dyke round the Railway Buildings
would have to come down, and the railway sleeper fence
erected there. Ironworks Cottages, too, would be disposed of,
and Linkieburn House (where had lived Mr Hugh Millar and
Mr William McCulloch restored to its original state. The
Linkieburn, too, would be altered, and there would be no
Springhill Terrace or Honeymoon Row. Amid this setting Mr
Strickland suggested they should spend a wee while as boys
and girls again.

From where they would take themselves off to the old Well-
wood Pit, either past the Kames Row on the old Waggon Road,
or up past Springhill and out by the old Coutburn Row and
Tibbie's Brig across the dear old Garpel. Arriving at the pit,
they would start to push the hutches up the road leading to the
old Fan Pit, but out would come old Adam Murdoch to chase
them away. Making their way up No. 12 Burn, they would
linger awhile above the Fan looking for peewits' eggs if it was
springtime. Proceeding their ramble up the burn they would
ultimately reach the top of Wardlaw, and return directly down
the face of the hill, or strike across to the “White Horse” and
return by the old Sanquhar Road. For a change they might go
up to the old Square, past the end of Midhouse Row up to Joe
Baird's Quarry, run with the hutches out and in the tunnel,
then go down to the Injection dam for a “dook,” then perhaps
go up to Ladeside Park for a game of football, followed by
another “dook,” in the Lade this time.

In the long winter nights the time was spent in other ways.
Things were different then, with the Furnaces going, the
Chemical Works, the Forge and Mill, and all the busy work-
shops. What a busy, cheerful place Muirkirk was then com-
pared with now, said Mr Strickland. The blowing of the Fur-
nace horn, answered by the Chemical Works horn, the fillers
at the top of the furnaces, the preparations for the cast, the
thud of the hammers in the forge, the rolling mill, the shears—
all made a medley of music which, unfortunately, was absent
to-day. Mention of these places recalled pleasant memories of
old familiar faces, and the Chairman, in passing, mentioned
the names of such as Johnny Seymour, Jimsie Brown, Paddy
Clifford, “Hen" Hastings, W. Hastings, Billy Clifford, Charlie
Lowe, Bob Lowe, "Mate” McCann, Jock “Skelly,” Shanyan
Connor, “Buck” Connor, Tammy Lowe, Jamie Wilson, Owen
Mclver, etc.

Mr Strickland described the boyish pranks indulged in, in
and around the Furnaces when he was a boy, and said that in
those days the winters seemed much more severe than now.
When the canal was frozen they spent many a pleasant night
on the ice, and they could skate as far up as Bankhead, while
curling was indulged in by the light of the Ironworks.

They could not stay the passing of time, however. They
started work, and life took on a different aspect, but person-
ally he had never ceased to derive the greatest pleasures in
roaming where he was wont to roam as a boy, enjoying nature
in all its beauty. No matter where he himself might be his
thoughts always wandered back to the dear old moorland vil-
lage of happy memory, to the wail of the plover, the startled
cries of the grouse, the call of the cuckoo, the songs of the
mavis, the blackbird, and the lark, and to the music of the burn
whispering by. It was wonderful that those things of sweet
delightfulness endured through the changes of the ages—Ilife's
old-fashioned things bide in the shadowy nooks of memory.

BUSINESS NEWS

ROWE'S TOWNHEAD CAFE
Offered Teas, Coffees, Chips, Fish Suppers, and Peas

J. MONTGOMERY
Painting and Paperhanging
The Picture House, Muirkirk.

JENNIE CALLAN
Dressmaker and Ladies' Tailor
Fairmount, Glasgow Road.

Messrs R. YOUNG & SON
acquired the
Ironmongery and Hardware Business
formerly carried on by Mr John Kennedy
in Main Street.

Miss M. WALKER
took over the business formerly carried on
by Miss Nancy Wilson at
90 Main Street, offering
Millinery, Drapery and Hairdressing.

ROBERT SMITH
(Late of Muirkirk Co-operative Society)

Opened a Gent.'s Tailor's Business
at 71 Glasgow Road

New Season’s Lamb,
Bred and Fed on the Banks of the Ayr.

“uk

A Treab!

I don’t give a button
Whether it's beef, lamb, or mutton—
Oh | what mustit be to be there !

Where? Ayr? No!
RUSSELL’S, 89 Main Street.

The Shop for Prime Butchermeat.
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VITAL STATISTICS (1935)
Births—75. One of the lowest since 1855.
Marriages—31. An increase of 10 from the previous year.
Deaths—45.  As against 29 the previous year.

DRAUGHTS CHAMPION (Feb. 27 Issue)

It is now a far cry to the days when the late Mr Hugh
Henderson was a power in the draughts world around us, but
memories were awakened the other day through the hanging
of his portrait in the recreation room of the Baird Institute,
where he at one time spent many of his leisure hours. The
portrait bears the following inscription, which speaks for it-
self:—“Hugh Henderson, Draughts Player, Born Muirkirk
May, 1872; died U.S.A., Oct. 12, 1918. Learnt the game in
the Baird Institute, Muirkirk, was twice finalist in the Scottish
Tourney, gained Championship of America in 1912, and suc-
cessfully defend’ from 1907 till his death.”

LORRY UP CAIRNTABLE

Cairntable is one of the survey points for the ordinance sur-
vey to be taken of the district in the near future, and a concrete
pillar or platform for the surveying instruments is at present
being built on the summit (May). The last survey from this
point was taken in 1851. We understand the surveying is to be
done at night with the aid of beacons, and the gentleman in
charge of the preliminary operations on Cairntable has just
come from Moffat where another point on Hart Fell has been
similarly prepared. Several local men have been employed in
transporting the two and a half tons of cement, sand, etc., used
in the construction of the platform to the summit, and on Mon-
day night a motor lorry belonging to Messrs Andrew Clement
& Son, the local contractors, actually made the ascent right up
to the cairns. The vehicle, carrying a light load, left the Road-
way near Riggend, and, proceeding over the heather, made
the ascent up the face of the hill with, we understand, only one
slight hitch. The news that a motor lorry was to attempt to
reach the top of Cairntable gave rise to a good deal of conjec-
ture in the village, and few seemed to think it possible, but the
lorry got there alright and after a short time came safely down
with its cheery and jubilant crew of young men and one or
two ladies.

This innovation has rather altered the view of Cairntable
from Muirkirk, as the westmost of the two old cairns has been
shorn of its top, the stones having been placed around, the
whole being covered with turf, this showing a flat plateau from
the distance. The low concrete platform will occupy the cen-
tre of the plateau. The lorry has since repeated the operation,
and joy riding on Cairntable has become quite popular.

A LINKWITH THE PAST

There was interred in Muirkirk Cemetery on Monday last
(22nd June) the remains of the widow of James Hunter of
Auldhouseburn. A daughter of the late the Hon. Lord
Ardmillan, she died in London on 19th June, aged 86 years.
Auldhouseburn is now in other hands, and one can remember
the removal, in the dead of night, of the remains of several of
the Hunters from the private mausoleum in the “Vault Wood”
to the New Cemetery.

LICENCE TRANSFER

Mr John Douglas, Thornliebank, was granted a licence for
the Masons Arms Hotel, and the licence for the public house
at 77 Main Street was transferred to Mr William Hunter. An
application by Mr James Crawford, Hamilton, for transfer of
the licence for the Empire Bar was refused.

SEEN AND HEARD

Mr and Mrs Robert Gibson, 2 Bridge Street, celebrated
their Golden Wedding in January.

John Logie (31), of Morton Place, lost his life in an under-
ground accident at Kames Colliery.

The Death was announced of Dr T. P. Hutchison, who had
practised at Muirkirk for a number of years.

Rev. David Barr was inducted into the ministry at Glen-
buck in February.

It was decided to extend Kames Pithead Baths to accom-
modate another 150 lockers, bringing the total to 700.

Tom Brown, the Glenbuck schoolboy internationalist, signed
for Blackburn Rovers.

Lawrences Shows visited Carruthers Park.

The work of demolishing the old buildings on the site be-
tween Victoria Buildings and Clydesdale Bank was com-
menced in May.

Death was announced of Miss Jessie Blackwood, formerly
of the old Post Office.

A trout weighing 4 Ibs. 2% 0zs. was caught in the River Ayr
by Mr James Wardrop.

What with the demolition of old properties and the erection
of new houses the village is losing many of its old aspects.
Now workmen are busy dismantling part of the old Furnaces.
Should the whole structure be torn down, Muirkirk will seem
a vastly different place.

An early start on Saturdays is now in operation at Kames
Colliery. Work is now commenced at 6 o'clock instead of seven,
the shift being finished at 1.30 instead of 2.30 p.m.

A QUOITING RECORD

A reader of the “Advertiser,” and a keen follower of sport,
has kindly handed us a record of the principal performances
in the career of John Kilpatrick, the Scottish Quoiting Cham-
pion, and a native of Muirkirk, of course. Here are John's chief
performances:—

In ten years six times Scottish Champion, winning the title the
last four years in succession.

Has won three Scottish Cup badges with three Clubs—Green-
ock, St. Rollox, and Cowlairs.

Won the A. G. Hales Shield competition (open to Scotland)
three times in five years, winning the trophy outright.

Won the Darvel annual tournament eleven times, six times in
succession, competing against all the crack quoiters.

Won the Wyllie Challenge Cup for the Glasgow Competition
so often that he was requested to keep it.

To date he has won eighteen Championship matches in suc-
cession.

Has defeated the English and Welsh Champions in every In-
ternational match in which he has played, and has cap-
tained the Scottish team on several occasions.

At the beginning of his career won twelve of his fourteen
money matches. His biggest money match was for £200
against R. McBride, Larkhall, and John won.

This is undoubtedly a record to be proud of, and with
Kilpatrick still playing the brand of game which keeps the
worthiest of opponents in the background, there is every like-
lihood of still more success being added to his credit.

As expected, John Kilpatrick retained his Scottish Champi-
onship in September when he beat J. Anderson, Heriothill, in
the final by 61 shots to 42. This is the fifth year in succession
John has won the Championship!
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THE RECORD OF GLENBUCK

The village of Glenbuck can surely claim a record, com-
pared with any other village of its size, and indeed very many
much larger, in producing sons to gain worthy recognition in
the realm of sport, and more especially in football circles.

The largest population ever recorded in Glenbuck was 1,300
about fifty years ago, and to-day the population is between
three and four hundred. Glenbuck Athletic Football Club was
instituted in 1888, and won the Ayrshire Junior Cup in 1888-
89, 1889-90, and 1890-91—a record which has never been
equalled. Although there is no team in the village nowadays,
Glenbuck can still produce football “goods,” and quite a
number of Glenbuck boys are keeping up the good name and
reputation in senior football to-day, while to all intents and
purposes there are other first-class players in the making.

Here is a list of players Glenbuck has given to senior foot-
ball, and the names of many will recall pleasant memories to
some of the old readers:—

Joe Wallace to Newcastle.

Alex. Wallace to Airdrieonians.

John Menzies to Lanemark.

James Muncie to Middleshorough.

Bob Blyth to Rangers, Preston, Portsmouth.
Alex. Tait to Preston, Tottenham.

John Crosbie to Ayr, Birmingham.

William Muir to Everton, Dundee, Hearts.
William Knox to Everton.

Thomas Knox to Hamilton.

Hugh Knox to Sunderland.

Walter Ferguson to Sheffield Wednesday.

Robert Tait to Mother, Cowdenbeath.

William Blyth to Portsmouth, Preston.

Thomas Brown to Leicester, Chesterfield, Portsmouth.
Peter Mclntyre to Preston Sheffield Wednesday.
Alex. McConnell to Grimsby, Sheffield United.
John McConnell to Kilmarnock, Bradford, Grimsby.
John Ferguson to Hamilton, Cowdenbeath.
Johnnie Bone to Everton.

Jock Bone to Aston Villa.

John Hastie to Celtic.

James Nisbet to Ayr United.

John Anderson to Kilmarnock.

Alex. Shankly to Ayr United.

James Shankly to Portsmouth, Sheffield United.
John Shankly to Portsmouth, Blackpool, Alloa.
Robert Shankly to Alloa, Turnbridge Wells, Falkirk.
William Shankly to Carlisle, Preston.

John Davidson to Coventry.

John Murdoch to Clyde.

James Weir to Cowdenbeath, Southend.

David Henderson to Motherwell.

Alex. Park to Falls River (America).

John Wallace to Partick Thistle.

Bert Wallace to Hamilton, Plymouth Argyle.
Tommy Brown to Blackburn Rovers.

Sandy Brown to Preston, Portsmouth, Tottenham.

In addition to the foregoing, the following players, although
not resident in the village, were introduced to first-class foot-
ball by Glenbuck, this being the only junior club they ever
played for.—

John McKenzie to Newcastle, Hearts.

George Halley to Kilmarnock, Burnley.

Robert Crawford to Preston.

William Banks to Kilmarnock, Manchester City.
Avrchie Garrett to Hamilton, Millwall.

In the quoiting world, too Glenbuck has produced many
keen sportsmen and doughty opponents, and surely none can
claim to have produced a more skilful exponent than Thomas
Bone, the undisputed Champion of Great Britain.

FIRE AT THE WORKS

There was some excitement on Monday (8th September)
when dense volumes of smoke were seen belching from the
Scrubber, a huge erection at the old Chemical Works along-
side the Furnaces. The landscape east of the Furnaces was
more or less blotted out by the smoke, and we understand there
were 'phone calls from as far away as Douglas to ascertain
what was the matter. However, there was no need to worry.
The workmen engaged in dismantling the Works had attacked
the Scrubber, a metal erection dome eighty feet high and per-
haps thirty feet square, which they intended to fell like a chim-
ney stack. They were burning off plates to weaken the base
when a quantity of tar and oil inside caught fire—hence the
resultant flames and smoke. A couple of charges of dynamite
on Tuesday morning brought the structure down neatly to the
space selected, and soon its massive plates and girders will be
broken up.

THE FURNACES (Nov. 12 Issue)

The work of dismantling and breaking-up continues apace
at the old ironworks, and on Monday one of the three furnaces
was razed to the ground. The furnace, a stone structure some
fifty feet high and twenty feet in diameter, was built on eight
cast iron columns, and it required three charges of explosives
to bring it down. The first charge shattered only one pillar, the
second shattered three more, but with the third shot the fur-
nace toppled over. The structure seemed to remain intact until
it reached an angle of about 45 degrees, and then broke up to
fall in hundreds of pieces. A cameraman from Pathe Gazette
Company was present and took pictures of the structure com-
ing down, and also of the workmen preparing the charges.

SCHOOL ROLL, 1936

On Roll Last Year Av. Attend.
Muirkirk 582 620 539
Glenbuck 61 68 54
St. Thomas R.C. 78 82 68
Wellwood 17 18 16

MINERS' BALLOT
The ballot taken in November amongst Scottish miners in
connection with the new wage proposals of the coal-owners
resulted in their acceptance by a majority of 2,380. In Ayr-
shire 5,245 voted for acceptance and 2,633 against, and the
local figures were:—

Muirkirk For 242 Against 350
Glenbuck For 16 Against 27

This was the only area in Ayrshire which had a majority against
the proposals, which are applicable for the next three years.

Something New—

PARADISE CAKES,

Tasty and Delicious, and well worthy of the name,

b®—  1d Each.
STRAWBERRY TARTS,

The Tit-Lite-de-Luxe. A Great Delicacy !

HOGG, BAKER.
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LOCAL STATISTICS — 1936

BIRTH

HUNTER.—In South Africa on 3rd September to Mr and Mrs
George Hunter; a daughter.

MARRIAGES
ROBERT McKINLAY to MARY KIRK on 7th February.
THOMAS HASTINGS to JANET JACK on 8th July.
ROBT. HARKNESS to MAVIS TURNBULL on 15th Au-
gust.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM to MARGARET McCANN on
24th October.

TED BRADLEY to JEAN HIGGINS on 1st November.

DEATHS

McKEAN.—At 41 Smallburn on 25th December, 1935, Wee
Thomas, aged 11 months.

TELFER.—At Ayr on 12th January, Thomas Telfer (of Glas-
gow Road).

JACK.—ALt 6 Bridge Street on 17th January, Robert Jack, aged
64 years.

MILLAR.—At 137 Main Street, on 17th January, Margaret
Wilson, aged 70 Years.

BROWN.—In Australia on 26th January, Peter Brown, aged
57 years.

MUIR.—At Holytown on 27th January, Martha Black, aged
81 years (of Stableyard, Muirkirk).

ROBB.—In Canada on 17th January, James Robb, aged 51
years.

VALLANCE.—At 103 Main Street on 19th February, Jane
McDonald, aged 77 years.

MITCHELL.—At Dalkeith on 28th February, John Mitchell
(late of Grasshill Farm, Glenbuck).

YOUNG.—At 8 Furnace Road on 1st March, Jessie Thomson,
aged 76 years.

MASTERTON.—At 21 Midhouse Row on 15th March, John
Masterton, aged 15 years.

STRICKLAND.—ALt 84 Main Street on 27th March, Margaret
McChristie, aged 80 years.

FYFE.—At Middlefield Drive on 13th April, Robert Fyfe.

WARDROP.—At Catchieburn on 20th April, James Wardrop.

GILCHRIST.—At 10 Smallburn Road on 23rd April, Robert
Gilchrist.

JACKSON.—At Ayr on 7th May, Thomas Jackson, aged 60
years (of 29 Middlefield Drive).

JOHNSTON.—At Glasgow Road on 17th May, Catherine
Connor, aged 72 years.

BLACKWOOD.—ALt 63 Glasgow Road on 1st June, Jessie
Blackwood (late Postmistress, Muirkirk).

GOLD.—At Albert Cottages on 1st June, Mary Thomson.

FLANAGAN.—At 20 Middlefield Drive on 4th June, John
Flanagan, aged 71 years.

McCOUBRIE.—At Motherwell on 29th May, Margaret Kerr
(late of Glenbuck).

ROBB.—At 27 Garronhill on 4th June, Robert Robb, aged 44
years.

WEIR.—At 12 Middlefield Drive on 14th June, James Weir,
aged 35 years.

McCALL.—In New York on 17th June, Janet McCall, aged
32 years (of Garronhill House).

SPENCE.—At Glasgow on 22nd June, John Spence, aged 71
years (of 22 Grasshill Row, Glenbuck).

TAIT.—At Cowdenbeath on 1st July, Andrew Tait (late of
Glenbuck).

FISHER FRANCE.—At 20 Bridge Street on 3rd July, Margaret
Rennie, aged 82 years.

BLACK.—At Glenafton on 23rd July, Neil Black, aged 43
years.

KERR.—At Cairn House on 27th July, James Kerr, aged 80
years.

MORAN.—At 53 New Terrace on 21st July, Andrew Moran,
aged 15 years.

FALCONER.—At 3 Wellwood Crescent on 8th August, Bella
Douglas, aged 57 years.

MORAN.—Suddenly on 30th July, Patrick Moran, aged 38
years, of 35 Garronhill.

DAVIDSON.—ALt 7 Jubilee Row, Glenbuck, on 17th August,
Jessie Eaglesham, aged 58 years.

MASTERTON.—At 16 Garronhill on 24th August, George
Masterton, aged 62 years.

MARTIN.—At 19 Clark Place on 24th August, Mary
Kirkpatrick, aged 93 years.

STEELE.—At Glasgow on 28th August, Robert Steele (late
of 13 Old Terrace).

RODGER.—At Prestwick on 3rd September, Jessie Cant (for-
merly of Schoolhouse, Glenbuck).

ROSS.—At Kirkgreen on 5th September, Lilias Gilchrist, aged
54 years.

BAIN.—At Glasgow on 20th September, James Bain (of the
Store, Glenbuck).

LOCKHART.—At Co-operative Buildings, Glenbuck, on 24th
September, Thomas Lockhart, aged 33 years.

MARSHALL.—At 9 Bridge Street on 7th October, Margaret
Murdoch, aged 83 years.
LESLIE.—At 104 Main Street on 1st November, Jemima King,
aged 65 years. .
GILCHRIST.—At Garronhill on 19th November, Margaret
Fraser, aged 63 years.

BAIRD.—At Prestwick on 22nd November, Mary Orr, wife
of Dugald Baird, late of Muirkirk.

GIBSON.—At Glespin on 26th November, Elizabeth Currie
(of Parishholm).

FALCONER.—At Glasgow on 5th December, John Falconer,
aged 84 years.

McFEGAN.—At 43 Garronhill on 23rd December, David
McFegan aged 85 years.

Bargain Lines in Ladies’ Underwear

Millinery—

Bee the New Soasem's Blodels,

Fine Range of Ladies' Hose.

Call and Bee Ooe Stk

HAIRDRESSING as Usual.  —wg

M. WALKER,
Main Street, - Muirkirk.
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VITAL STATISTICS

During 1936 births registered here totalled 86 (11 more than
last year), while 37 deaths were registered in Muirkirk (eight
less than last year). The number of marriages registered was
44, the fourth highest since 1855 (the highest was in 1899
when there were 52; 1920 had 48, 1901 46). Very peculiarly
there were no marriages in Muirkirk on Hogmanay, and for
the first time in 40 years our Parish Minister had a holiday so
far as tying the “knots” were concerned.

SNOWSTORM

In early March the worst snowstorm in fifty years swept the
country, and this district had its full share of the snowfall. The
drifting snow on Saturday made road traffic very difficult in-
deed, and late in the evening vehicles were unable to proceed
owing to deep drifts. The late bus from Lanark to Muirkirk
could get no further than Glespin, and the passengers, with
one exception, put up there for the night. The other passenger,
together with the driver and conductor, set out to walk home,
the one to Glenbuck and the other two to Muirkirk, and after
what must have been an ordeal in the blizzard, the ‘busmen
reached home shortly after five o'clock on Sunday morning.
Meanwhile, Muirkirk parties in private cars were also held
up. One party returning from Hamilton were forced to aban-
don their car in a drift on the Sware Brae, and walk home
through the snow. Another party, returning late from Glas-
gow, found the road blocked near Strathaven and they had to
look for accommaodation for the “morning.” In this case it is
felt that the Strathaven police might have done a little more
for the company. Still another Muirkirk party, who had trav-
elled by car to a dance at Cumnock, were unable to leave and
stayed the night there. This party set out for home on Sunday,
but the road was still impassable, so leaving the car at Cum-
nock they hiked the ten miles home. One local milkman was
unable to get in for his round on Sunday, the road being blocked
by a private car, while there were no newspapers. Several
workmen got started to the roads, while a large squad were
employed on the railway line leading to Kames Colliery. Snow
ploughs were clearing the railway on Sunday, and thus there
was no interruption in rail traffic. On Monday more men were
busy on the roads, and while local vehicles were able to get
about, the 'bus services were not resumed till Tuesday after-
noon.

IRONWORKS DEMOLISHED

The demolition of the old iron and chemical works has
now been completed, only the chimney stacks being left stand-
ing. Mr John Muir, Glenbuck, who was in charge of the demo-
lition work here, has been given the contract for the disman-
tling of Lugar furnaces, and work is now in progress there.

A MUIRKIRK STORY

What is claimed to be a Muirkirk story (names are given) is
the following:—The scene was in a Woolworth special train
from Ayr one night lately. The compartment was full, and the
crack had been anent so many Muirkirkers making Ireland
their holiday destination this year. Young woman—"“By, |
wudnae like tae gang tae Ireland. They sae it's awfu' cauld an’
it's fu' o' Catholics.” When the train stopped at Commondyke
a man got out, and, after he was on the platform, he looked in
at the open window and said—"“My wuman, next time ye're
thinkin' o' gaun a holiday ye should try hell. They say it's fine
an' warm, an' it's fou o' Protestants.”

SEEN AND HEARD

Mr and Mrs James Moore, 3 Whyte's Row, Glenbuck, cel-
ebrated their Golden Wedding on Hogmanay.

A fire at Kames Farm destroyed a hayshed valued at £600,

Three new letter-boxes have been installed at Heathfield,
Furnace Road, and New Terrace.

The death was announced of Mr Charles P. Bell, retired
school teacher, and a well-known personality in Muirkirk.

The Dux Medal at Muirkirk H.G. School was won by
Margaret Paterson.

The Rev. Alexander Telford was inducted as Minister of
Muirkirk E.U. Church in April.

Mr Thomas Drife, Cumnock, replaced Mr Morton Muir as
manager at the Clydesdale Bank.

The lronworks are rapidly disappearing—TIittle more than
bricks left now (April).

Mr Andrew Welsh, Co-operative Buildings, Main Street,
died aged 80. He had been secretary of the Co-operative Soci-
ety for a period of 45 years, plus three years as assistant secre-
tary.

Glenbuck Co-operative Society celebrated its Jubilee in May
with a social, concert, and dance in the Public Hall.

The coronation of Their Majesties King George VI. and
Queen Elizabeth was celebrated in Muirkirk on 12th May with
a local holiday. A religious service, fancy dress parade, and
sports programme marked the occasion. There were similar
celebrations in Glenbuck

Sergeant John Sharpe of Muirkirk Constabulary has been
appointed to the Joint Central Committee of the Scottish Po-
lice Federation.

We understand the local Gas Company are to erect another
gasometer on the neighbouring feu at Furnace Road.

John Kilpatrick carried off the Scottish Quoiting single-
handed championship for the sixth time when he defeated W.
Anderson, Birkenshaw, by 61—33 at Dalmuir.

An accident at Kames Colliery claimed the life of Alex.
Summers (66), of Hedgegrove, Muirkirk.

NOW WE KNOW

Last summer when the base for instruments was made on
the top of Cairntable there was considerable speculation and
conjecture as to the use to be made of it. It was stated that it
was in connection with the Ordnance Survey, and that such
erections were being placed on several hills. On quite a few
occasions the lights were seen flashing at night on Cairntable
this spring, the operators resident in tents near the reservoir at
Auldhouseburn. A National newspaper gives a little insight
into the matter:—"Electric beacons are being erected on cer-
tain mountain tops of Scotland by a party of men attached to
the Ordnance Survey Department, which is responsible for
the mapping of the whole country. The “O.S.,” as it is popu-
larly known, is planning to check all its work of the past 150
years, and the present work is the first stage. Actually the whole
countryside is divided into huge triangles, all abutting to one
another. The base lines of these triangles run for as far as 30
miles. The only method by which these points can be accu-
rately gauged is to erect lighted beacons and observe the an-
gles during the night. The work started last year in the South
of England, but now the engineers have reached the North of
Scotland. At present they are working on such mountains as
Ben Nevis, Ben Lawers, and Ben Cruachan. Within two years
more Great Britain once again will have been mapped out in
huge triangles, and then the re-division of these into smaller
triangles will commence.”
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TROPICAL STORM

In common with other important centres Muirkirk had its
tropical storm on Thursday evening (Aug. 12) of last week.
There was a cloudburst over Wee Cairntable, and the burns
and the River Ayr in the Ashieburn district were transformed
into raging torrents. Some sheep were grazing near the river,
and a telephone message of the onrushing water was the means
of saving the flock. On the hill big boulders and strong bridges
were carried away by the deluge. In the upper reaches of the
Ayr the river has meantime altered its course. Opposite the
village, which largely escaped the downpour, the river over-
flowed its banks and carried away a number of ricks of hay
belonging to the Royal George, and there was quite a spectorate
to witness the ricks gracefully sailing along and out of sight. It
is no very unusual thing for the holms to be flooded, but to see
and hear the rush of the water is very unusual. Over all the
village one could hear the rush of the water like a train in the
distance. One who lives near the river voiced it as “roarin’ like
a sea.” Before dark the water had to a great extent subsided.

DEATH OF ANATIVE

In August the death was announced of the Right Hon. John
Hodge, who was born in Linkieburn on 29th October, 1855.
Mr Hodge started work at the age of 11 years, and in time
became iron smelter, secretary of the Steel Smelters” Associa-
tion, leader of the Trades Union and Labour Movements, Privy
Councillor, first Minister of Labour, and later Minister of Pen-
sions. In 1906 he was elected to the House of Commons for
the Gorton Division of Lancashire, and continued as its M.P.
till 1923, when he retired from active political life. Near rela-
tives still reside in Muirkirk.

LET THERE BE LIGHT!

The first public supply of electricity to our district was offi-
cially inaugurated on Saturday, 6th November. A formal cer-
emony took place at the Control House behind the Baird Insti-
tute, and there was a large attendance. Proceedings were very
brief, and Rev. John Henderson, B.D., Parish Minister, was
asked to switch on the street lights formally. This he did, and
on went the lights in Main Street, Glasgow Road, Garronhill,
Wellwood Street, Kirkgreen, and Bridge Street.

The Sunday following was a memorable one in the history
of the Old Parish Church. In the morning an Armistice Serv-
ice was held, and in the evening all roads led to the Church for
the inauguration of the electric light. At the beginning of the
service the Church had been lit as usual by gas. The Minister
asked the Beadle to extinguish the gas, and the Session Clerk,
Mr George Taylor, switched on the electric lights.

THE BIRD SHOW

After a lapse of nine years, Muirkirk Ornithological Soci-
ety resuscitated their annual open show, which was held in
the Dundas Hall, and attracted 450 entries of pigeons, ban-
tams, and cage birds from all over Great Britain, it being rec-
ognised as formerly one of the most prestigious shows.

FOOTBALL

Speculation had been rife in the village for some time that
an effort would be made to restart junior football locally, and
in this connection there was a full turnout at a public meeting
held in the Dundas Hall in February. Great enthusiasm was
shown, and it was decided to form a club and name it Muirkirk
Junior Football Club, and so another era in the life of the vil-
lage was born, and one which would bring much joy and sat-
isfaction to the sporting fraternity. The officials elected were:—

President........ccocoovvveiiiicnnnns Mr John Douglas
Vice-President..........c.cccevvnee. Mr Thomas Hazle
SECIetary ....